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DRUM Background

 Initial proposal to Provost - May 2003
 Mission: store, index, distribute, and preserve the

research works of UM faculty
 Developed using DSpace

 open source
 active user community
 out-of-the-box implementation

 Launched in August 2004
 1100 documents
 7100+ documents as of November 2007









DRUM Content

TOTAL (as of October 2007)7155
Faculty Contributions325

Technical Reports3354

Theses & Dissertations3476



DRUM Statistics
 Searches per month

 avg 2025 per month in 2005
 avg 6700+ per month in 2006
 avg 8400+ per month this year
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ETD Stakeholders

 Students
 Faculty Advisors
 Graduate School
 Library
 IT Department



ETD Software Options

 Commercial
 ProQuest / BEPRESS

 Open Source
 ETD-db (Virginia Tech & NDLTD)

 NDLTD
 Networked Digital Library of Theses and Dissertations
 http://www.ndltd.org/



ETD Benefits
1) Research can be found, read, and used by a

global audience
2) Greatly increases the chances of the research

being cited
3) Lower printing and copying costs
4) Allows students to interact more efficiently with

faculty
5) Students can be more creative
6) Easy to deposit works along with associated

content
7) Educates students on electronic publishing
8) Showcases an institution’s research



Graduate Student
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Graduate School
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ETD Concerns

 Will journal publishers still accept my article if
it is available electronically?

 What if I want to submit a patent based on
my research?

 What if I want to write a book related to my
thesis of dissertation?

 Won’t it be easier for someone to plagiarize
my research if it is freely available online?



UM ETD Embargo Options

 Restrict access for one year
 Restrict access for six years
 Restrict access indefinitely

 Requires written approval by the Dean of the
Graduate School

 Non-circulating copy still available in the
library



Why Embargo?

 For 1-year embargoes
 Seek patent protection for material in the thesis or

dissertation
 Publish in a journal that has restrictions for

depositing in an open access repository
 For 6-year embargoes

 Publish a book based on your dissertation



DSpace Embargo Options

 Withhold entire record and PDF from the
digital repository

 Create “open” and “closed” collections





DSpace Embargo Options

 Withhold entire record and PDF from the
digital repository

 Create “open” and “closed” collections
 Create non-printable PDFs for viewing













Embargo Process

 Form submitted to Grad
School

 Four options
 allow immediate access
 1-year embargo
 6-year embargo
 permanent embargo

 Must be signed by
faculty advisor

 Supplemented by 2-
page info sheet



 UM Embargo Statistics

29%27495179955TOTALS

27%792653291
Summer

2007

31%1254679398
Spring
2007

26%702347266
Fall
2006

PercentTotal6-year1-year
Degrees
Awarded



Embargoes by College

27%31211Public Policy
26%95435Public Health
50%124824Business
0%0004Journalism
36%32112190Education
21%28325128Comp, Math & Phy Sci
47%4644197Chem & Life Sci
19%23914119Behavioral & Soc Sci
38%463510120Arts & Humanities
13%33023Architecture
41%157837Ag & Natural Res
22%581246265Engineering

PercentTotal6-yr1-yrDegrees



ILL Requests
 Embargoed ETDs available via ILL
 But NOT the electronic version
 Developed new process to print and mail

documents
 Nine requests from Sept-Nov

FUTURE:
 ILL electronic copy
 Allow campus access to embargoed ETDs



Special Cases – Copyrighted Works

 Works of visual or theatrical art, dance or
music performances

 Art or architectural images
 Complete document must be submitted in

print or on CD / DVD
 Redacted version submitted electronically for

inclusion in DRUM
 Student adds “disclaimer” to front matter
 Note added to DRUM record that the

complete version is available in the library



Preservation
 Nightly incremental backups, multiple sites
 UM print copy is current archive copy
 Move to archive digital format only

Issues to address:
 Preferred formats / migration plans
 Develop levels of support for formats
 Have hardware and software systems in

place to support plan



In Summary…
 ETDs require regular attention
 Build a good relationship with the Graduate School
 Important to educate faculty advisors and students

about open access issues
 Be prepared to implement embargoes
 Link ETDs to library catalog
 Keep your cataloging department informed
 Have plans in place for special cases (copyrighted

works)
 Establish preservation policies and procedures
 Efficient and capable IT department



Questions?

Terry Owen
DRUM Coordinator
towen@umd.edu


