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CHAPTER I

INTRODUCTION: PHT ROLE OF THE KOVBL
IN PORTRAYING GOVERNMENT

's‘?he paliw.a‘a} m:.entist, imeraad m: tm uteratm'a of his
profegssion, often overlooks the fact that, to the public as a
whole, political-science literature is a relatively minor
medium in the conveyling of govermmental information, Obvlious~
1y the »rinted and spoken utterance of the political sclentist
is only one meane of glving to the public information about
govermment, but it is an important means because 1% 18 almost
the only vehlcle of information which is both serious and dls-

interested,

1. The Role of Political Science

Political science is one of the learned professions which
in recent years has become increasingly more imnortant both
in teaching and in the lives of the public az a whole, Al-
though writings of political theory have existed from very
early times, it 1s only comparatively recently that there has
been an effort to separate out and to dissect the samewhat.
intuitive skill of the anclent political theoriat, and to
attemnt to make political sclence as such into a8 teachable

and learnavle skill, Desvite the beliefs exnressed by such

writers as David saston in his recent hook, The Political



3 that political theory is declining into mere his-

System,
toricism there has been an obvious growth in political sclence
departments throughout the United States, Wevertheless,
political sclence as such continues to reach only a small seg-
ment of the population which is affected by numerous other
forces and influences,

In the presentation of the government of the Unlted States
to the cltizens the government itself often attemnts to make
presentations., These explanations are serious but they can
hardly be termed disinterested in the sense that political-
sclence literature 1s disinterested since the governnent agency
is often vresenting material with the hope and intention of
exacting apnroval and a favorable response on the part of the
reader,. Iloreover, each component part of the govermment
wishes to present ltself at somewhat of an advantage over the
other component narts of the governmont.

In the diffusion of Anformation about govermment one must
not overlooik alsc the very important role cf interpersonal rela-
tions such as those existing between parsnt and child, nelgh-~
bor and neighbor, ghé&oyar and,emplcyae. Thieg nmedium for the
diffugicn of information was relled upon in great part by the
leaders of ﬁhe*ﬁmeyiﬁan'Be?élutinn;ip the maintemanee of an
active support of a vigilant sinority aﬁd(the'éasﬁi%e‘éupport

of what may have been a majority of the ponulation. lHore

lDavid Faston, Trhe Political System: An Inquiry into the
State of Political Science (Wew York, 1953).




3
recently this means of pommuaic&txon of 1deas was relied upon
by tha Garmans who invaded the Ukraine during World War IT,
eventua;lg with the uae ©0f rumor and, whispering camnalgns TG
sulting {n the loss of nore supmart than the Germaﬁs gained
from the population. In both situations, the American Revolu-
tion and the German invasion, tﬁs péfsons.ééncerned with the
dissemination of information could not rely unon political-
science materials or legal arguments alone; neither could they
make usge of nodern methods of mass communications -~ in the
one case because they did not exist, in the other because of
the »rimitive nature of the territory and facilities., In both
situations, therefors, the chief method of gaining support had
of necessity tc be the statements of the people as between then-
selves ag to what they believed about government,

Under less prinitive conditions muags communications agsume
a very important role in the disversal of information and in
the formation of oninions., The lives of alnost all nersons in
the United States, for example, have heen transformned by means
of nevigpavers, radioc, television, motion pictures and other
medla, and a new Xind of personality has been foraed in the
process, This personality is perhans not so complicated as
that outlined by Dawvid Riesman? nor so si:ple as the one sug-

gested by 3ird and Herwin.,3 It is a personality which apnears

zﬁavid Riesman, in collaboration with Reuel Demmey and
Nathan Glazer, The Lonely Crowd: A Ztudy of the Changing
American Character (new Haven, 1950).

BGemrge L. 2ird and Frederic E, iferwin, The Press and
Society: 4 Book of Readings (New York, 1951).
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to develop as a result of the flow of mass communications
against the mind and character of the layman,

An inquiry concerning the rgle of political science in com=
municating when both the pciltlcal aclentist and the layman
ara gonsi&ereﬁ as citizens is tcuaheé upor by the Anmerican
Palitlcal mciemaa Agsoclation report, Joals for Political
§g;gagg.g This report attempts o survey the role of pollit-
ical science 1nwinstructing boih the student of politiesal
science in particular and the publie in general, Other
studies by Lasswell5 and Bragané suggest that the American
public, despite the immact of mass communication, is still
fairly far from the nsychology of mass and stamnede behavior
evident on the nart of certain Furopean nations who show them-

selves »rone to totalitsrianism and fanatieism,

2. The imnoticed Competitors of rolitical Science
This study on the federal government in the American novel
from 1900 to 1250 is only one of 2 number of such studies
which would have to be :ade in order to place the teaching
of nolitical seience in a realistic context., The vresent

study traces the federal government through both popular and

L

Goals for Political Science: Beport of the Commlttee for
the Advancement of Teaching, American Tolltical 3cience Asso-
ciation (lew York, 1951).

SHarald Dwight Lasswell, Power and Personality {(¥ew York,
1648}); and Harold D, Lasswell, Hational Security and Individual
FPreedom {Jew Yori, 1950).

6

D, ¥, Brogan, The Price of Revolution (ilew York, 1951).
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gerious novels in an attemnt to determine how closely the

fictional federsl govermment relates to the federal govern-

ment presented in political-science and, to some extent,

historical, literature,

Serial publications, as such, are not

prescribed as fallirg within the fisld of this investigation,

Some of the companion studies to this one suitable for a

master's thesis or doctoral digsertation, might well include

the following:

(1) The federal govermment

(2) The federal government
icle;

{(3) The federal govermment
political professions (such asg

architectural jJjournals;

(4} The federal govermment

turgi..
(5) The federal government
and newsreel;

{6) The federal government

in magazine fictlon;

in the »opular magazine art-

in the journals of the non-

mediecal, or military, or
1n the fictional motion nic-
in

the factual motion rpicture

in the "comic”™ strips;

{(7) Pederal personalities and institutions in cartoons;

(8) A depth interrogation study of beliefs about and

underatanding of the federal govermment, hald elther

entire small community or in a

of a larger community.

It is patent that this study cannot cover all of

flelds mentioned above, but the writer bellieves that

in an
sharnly prasdetermined sector
the

as a pllot

verture 1t may préﬁenz nroblems and, gancrusions}challenging
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encugh to 1nﬂuc§ other nolitical sclentists to enter cognate
fields.

3. ‘Fhe Relationship.of Political Sclence
and Nevels in Present Literature

From the attentliom which political sclentists in general
have pald to the novel it is evident that most »nolitical
sclentists are not at present cognizant of the relatlionshin
hetween the wide clroculation of novels and the notentialities
of those ncvels for dizseminating information, whether it be
correct or incorrect, about the federal govermment, (nly one
bock review == a book review written by Elmer Javis in 1928
about ‘icCready Houston's novel, Dear Scnator -- discussed the
rolitical~geclence aspects of a novel discussed, Mr., Davis's
review recoumended the use of lear Genator in political-
scilence classes, Learned journals such as the Anerican

Asaociatiom.gg University Irofessors Bulletiun, the Amerlican

~

Journal of Intermational Law, the Auerican Political Science

neview, and the American !iistorical Review, regularly follow
an editorial pollicy of not reviewing novels and of vpubllishing
no articles about novels,

The Public Admi=nlstration Review has no sct nolicy of

the reviewlng of novels, but from the tizne of its initial
publicatlion in 1380 through 1950, Public Administration

HZevieuw had »ublished only one review of a novel, and that re-
view did not emphasize particularly the volitical-gcience
aspects of the novel involved, although the novel ~-- Fire,

by George Stewart - concerned the Forest Service of the
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Department of Agriculture, Social Zducation, the publleation

of the National Council for the Social Studles, has contained
some articles on the use of novels in the teaching of history,
particularly to high-school students, Two of these artlicles
are "Teachlng American History Through Hovels," by lorrils
Gall’ and "Historical Fiotion and the Teaching of History,®

by Elizabeth Cochran.8 Both articles, however, avpproached

the question of the novel and teaching as the vproblem of how
much the novel might supplsment ordirary history texts rather
than as 3 problem of the kind of view which the reader would
obtain from the reading of historical cr‘pélltibal fiction,
Dr, Cochran, on the other hand, does mention the fact that
many novels {(such as, for example, Helen Hunt Jackson's Zamona
and Frank Horris's The 2ii and The Lgtopus) had wide influence
in governmental reforms., Th2 classic example of the novel
wnich had widespread effect is, of course, Harriet 3eecher
Stowe's _nele Tom's Sablin, The gquestion as to why political
sclentists nave not striven for miore accuracy on the part of

novelists dealing with Dolitical subjects thus rema&ins unane

swered,
The on Index, which was firct published for the

years between January 1929 and June 1932, lists in the periocd

Tiorris Gall, "Teaching Ameriean History Through YNovels,"
Socla}) Zducation, Vnl. XVII, o, & (Ap»ril 1953), no. 155-158.

8111zabeth Cochran, "Historical Fiction and the Teaching
of History," Social Educntion, Vol, IV, ¥o. 2 (February
1250), »n, 65-68,



8
from 1929 to 1950 some few articles dealing with novels; most
of these articles, however, are attempts to list the greatest
novels of all tines, and aporoach the question of the novel
from the viewpolnt of the highk-school IZuglish teacher., MNore-
over, the journals in which these articles have appeared are

not widely circulated; %ﬁey'inéluﬁeé Texas Gubl@akgrgﬂgliah

Journal, Midland Schools, Hadison Quarterly, and College

English. The place of the novel in the dissemlination of infor-

mation is so important that 1t deserves more thoroush and more
srominent treatment than it apnears to have recelved in many
of thesze jourmals,

The Zook Review Digest attempts to list politiecal novels

and novels dealing wilth various branches of the government
under the cuategories in which such novels belong; a great many
novels are overlociked, however, under this arrangement, and
many novels which bhelong under governmental headincs are not

so listed. e ?ictian.Catalog9 lists even fewer of the

political and govermmental novels, nartly, perhans, because
the com»nilers do not atteapt to list all fiction but only to
list some of the more serious fiction.

The compilers of a nuaber of annotated liste of novels

gaorathy e Cook and Ustelle &, Yidell, compe., Jicltion
Catalog 1950 Edition: A Subject, Author and Title List of 500
Works of Fictlon ln the _nglish lancuace with ~nnotations
(Ve York, 19515, and Dorothy E, Cook and Isabel 5. Honro,
coups., aseisted by tlizabeth 5. Duval, Flction Catalog 1941
Bdition: A Sublect, Author and Title List of 5050 Jdorks of
Fiotion in the Inglish Language with snnotations (New York,
1952,
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11
Thou, 1t17 and the three-volume work by Spiller, Thorp, Johnson
A00ugaL

and Canby, Literary History of the United States.la Cnoce

again, in these works, however, the authors have had a vieww
point which ig not one of interpreting the government or
politics from the novels, but one of interpolating the novels
into the history of the United 3tates as 1t ecccurred, In
other words, the objective of the authors of the literary his-
tories ras generally beemn to place in thelr prover context, and
to exnlain the development of novels and other literature in
the Unmited States; it has not been to exnlore the role of
the novel in disseminating information about the Unlted
States, 19

Some of the Congressional hearings indlicate that Congress

is copnizant of lliterature in the shaplng and {formation of

17Ver:on Louis Parrington, Main Currents égtﬁmerican
Thought: An Interpretation of imerican Literature from the
seginnings te 19203 Vol, I, 1620-1300: The Colonial Hind;
Vol, 11, 1300-1860: The Romantic Hevolution in smerica; Vol.
I1f, 18360-1920: Tihe e innings of oribical Aealism in 4meriea
{sew Tori, 1027=30). - ‘“

laﬁabe?t Ge 50111sr, "i1llard Thorn, Thomas Y., Johmson
and Henry S3Seidel Canby, eds,; Howard Humford Joncs, Dixon
reecter, wtanlay 7., ‘i1lliams, associates, Literary Tliistory
of the Umitzd States; Vol, II, Bibliogranhy ({eu fork, 1948).

19mie novel as a vebliele of vropaganda (in the sense of
influencing public oplnion rather than pursly in l1ts lesg hanpy
conuotation) ras besn to some extent exnlored, however., As
early as 1930 an artiecle, ".csiern Pletion &Sbout Crina,® by
£, ', Iirebarger, Jr., opneared in the Chineszs lation (Vol.
I, o, 26, December 10, 1930, po. 602, 617) in which the
author attempted to show some of the gtereotyres and niscon-
ceptions avout China which vWestern unovels tended to nernetuatse.
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opinions, although as yet none of the hearings has explored

novellists as gueh.za

b, The Qedar&i Government in the Novel
& few novelists have attempted consciously to wortray the
goverrment of the United States as a whole and to portray it
in & recognizable context. John Dos Pagsos, for examnle, in

his trilogy, District gﬁ,Columb;a,21 the component »arts of

which were published in 1939, 1943 and 124G, trizs to show a
vanorana of the govermment as a whole under Fresident Franklin
D, Roosevelt. James 0, Cain, in a series of stiort stories

and swetches, writes entirely believable satire con the federal,

gtate, and municival govermments i» his little~iinown classic,

365@@, for exanaple: Communisgt Ianflliration 2§,%allywcod
fiotion-Pieture Industry, Hearings 2efore the Committee on Un=
Amerilcan Activities, lHouse of Representatives, Zighty-second
Congress, first sesslion, naris 1-5, Jokn S, “ood, Chalrman
(81595) (Hashington, 1931); Subversive Influence in the Sdu-
cational Procegs, Bearings Bsfore the Subcommittee to Imvesti-
gate the Administration of the Intermal Security Act and
Other Internal S=curlity Laws of the Comaittee on the Judiciary,
United States Semnate, Bighty-third Congress, first session,
narts 1~3, Yilliam 7, Jowner, Chairasn (242352) (faslidngton,
1952); Communist HMethods of Infiltration (Education -- Part 2),
Hearings Before the Conmmittee on Un-iasrican ~ctivities, llouse
of Representatives, cighty-third Congress, first session, in-
eludl o Tndex, Harold !, Velde, Crairmen (30172} (Jaskingtosn,
1953); Heouse Zeport o, 2510, HDeport of the select Committee
on Current “ornograshic caterials, Touse of Lepresentatives,
Union Calendar lio, 797, RHighty-second Congress, second
session, Pursuant to ..Zes., 596, December 31, 1952, &, C.
Gathings, Chairman {(Washington, 1952); Hearinss 3Zefore the
Select Committee on Current Pornograniiic Materlals, “Slghty-
gecond Congress, 8econd session, B, O, @éthinas, Chairman
{dashington, 1952),

21

Johm Dos assos, District of Columbia (3oston, 1952).
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Qur Government.2? Finley Peter Dumne, in his Mr, Dooley

books,%3 is not a ncovelist, but the humor of hls political
commeénts, consciously made, undoubtedly had a wide influence,
Many other novellste have been less self-conscious about
their writings. A number of novelists have attempted to ex-
pound theseg for which the nsveﬁs aere merely the vehicles;
many novels have develcnea or. “eﬁn,inatrumEﬁtal in the con-
tinvation of a stereotyne. ﬁOvels whicb fictionalize hls=-
torié&l”§éctq f0r~axaamle, ten& to make thﬂ 9res*ﬂe§x appear
much more i“ﬁ@rtdnt 1n.gﬁve"nment thhﬁ Pa aczn&lly 13 ’by
having vresidents as the ceantral characters for nogt of their
bocks, uot anly are‘pregfaenééamaéé,tﬁa nest invnortant organs
of govermnsnt in historical novels, but in the novels before
1900, President Lincoln dominates the scene overwhelmingly
while after 1300 President Prariilin D, fHoosevelt is the cen-
tral character of the greatest proportion of historleal
novels., The presidents who are described asg domninating the
goverunent are few in nunter and they are cost often described
by the novelists in teras of d@ctivitias other than that of
their presidential offica; for exaanle, Fresident Washington
1s usually described in his canacity as a genernl, Precident

Jackson in his role as scoclal arbiter for Teggy Taton, and

2Z25ames 1. Cain, Cupr Government (Hew York, 1930).

23psr some of the #Ar, Deoley booke npublisghed after 1900,
see: Anonymous, Nr. Douley's Philosophy (llew York, 1900);
Anonymous, Hr, Dooley's Opinions (rew York, 1901), and Martin
Dooley (uluer EIlis, ed.), Lr. Dooley at His 3est (New York,
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President Lincoln as the man who pardons splee,

The impact of the lew Deal in the novels of the twentieth
century is remarkable, Hany writers disapproved of the liew
Deal and write disparagingly of 1t; many emphasize the red
tape and confusion which was & sallem$ characteristic; but
almaat all ncvelists who write of the HNew naal period are
afreeted ﬁy‘thﬁ ﬁew Beal an d nﬁrticinate at 1#&5% viaariausly
in the excitement which tha dew Deal engendered,

Ome of the b@liﬂfs whlah<movels ‘have haen at least partly
regoonsible for imnlanting in the nublie mind is the bhelief
that government work 1s exciting and glamorcus, the assumption
that most persong in govermment are highly placed and nartieci-
pate in important decisiong regarding the future and welfare
of the United States. Novelists have »ald scant attention to
the lowly emvloyee, the govermment clerk, the tynist, the
secretary whose work is mo more exelting than it would be if
ghe worked for a shoe factory. In great nart the subject
matter with which the novelist deals is dlctated not by facts
ag they are bhut by the novelist's concention of what the reader
would find interesting., The zterecotyne of the nretty, inno-
cent govermment girl who comes to Washington and is norally
corrunted or is nersecuted for something which is net her fault
iz too interesting for the novelist to abandon lightly.

The desire for glamor and excitement is most noticeable in
novels about government esplonsare and detection facilities,

It is obvious in wany cases that the novclist knows as little

about his subject as does his read@r; the confuslon of the
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functions of various agencies with one another, the atiribution
of one kind of duty to an agency which is concerned with some-
thing entirely different is hmost noticeable in novels about
esnianﬁge and detectiﬂn.work xp the government. The reasons
for thess 1naccuraeies are va1eu£z not. enly i ﬁhars the de-
sire on the part of the novelist to make the subject of his
book as interesting as §0£beia, but there is the fact that
he is often not allowed, for reasons of security, to know the
reéi;truxh and, the knowledge that 1if he does not kmow the
truth he need not hesitate to write anyway, because the chanossg
are that he will not be confronted with the truth in such a
panner as to dlscredit him. These conjectures are in part
confirned by the fact that novels avout the Federal Bureau of
Investliyation -- the government agency in this field about
which the most is porularly known -- are 1z general more acou-
rate than are most novels about detectlion and espilonage, and
they are at the same time dricr and less exciting than the
usual sny story.

Cne of the few points at whlch the novelist and the polit-
ical scientist appear to reach an understanding is on the sube
Ject of boss holltles, In genersl, movels about politieal
machines and bosses agree with the polltical-science literature
on the subject, in distinct conirast to many other phases of
politics or goverrment. Whether by accident or by desizn, the
literature of nolltical sclence is belug disscuinated on a
popular level in the novel about hoss politics to a degree
which would probably surprise even the nolitical scientist.

Moreover, 208t of the novels about politlical machines are
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lively and interesting; many do not moralize but, ostensibly
at least, simnly present the ugly facts. The reader may draw
his own conclusions after he has been most skillfully directed
to the place from which he may draw but one conclusion.

A cummon sterectype of the Senator as a corrupt, backwoods
Southerner is nrevalent in novels throughout the time span
of thig study. It appears remarkable how few novels concern
actual senatorial duties or functions of the SenAte body act-
ing as a whole ar?aaﬁlagfip,@ﬁsleapacity of the upper house of
Congress, The ghief functions which novellsts assign to Sena-
ter§“ég%sgh§se-bﬁfiéadingfag?§ativp‘sdcial“life, filivuster-
1ng; and 5articipatinéaan iﬁgéétigating commnittees which are
interested only ln ruining the llfe of some innocent individusal,
Almost all Senators, the nﬂvéis imply, are corrupt, undsr the
influence of a machine, or have compromised thieir integrity
for material success.

Congressmen in the House of Hepresentatlves are often more
kindly treated than those in the Senate, Althoush many novel-
lsts vliead for nore honesty and idealism in the House, they
101y at the same time that the honest and idealistic person
staunds little chance of being elected, largely because people
ag a whole vrefer to hear platitudes rather than harsh truth.
48 for the president, most novelists appear to feel that he
is essonticlly a good man, although he may be surrounded by
bad or weakX uen, Lucept in the fields of historical novels
or futuristic novels, very little fiction has been wrltten
about presidents of the United 3tates.

Ag the number of novels written would imply that in the
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the govermment of the United States as remalning in its
present form; most novelists alter the govermment by a&n in-
crease in executive nowers; many novg;ists foresee totalitarian
dictatorships arising, wars of aggrﬁesgsion from other nations,
or natural dlaasters wﬁiah leave a8 nclocaust in thﬁir wake,
The maro%optiiistic nnvels of thz Juture nictura the Uﬁlted
States as a member of 2 workable world government, or feder-
ation, often si:nly a better Laague of ‘Wations, The oblects
of almost all of these fictional world governments is the
attalmment of & permanent peace

Perhapsg of all of the novels about the federal government
of the United States, the novels of the future are the least
expressive as vehicles of reforn propaganda, and are the most
expressive of the genuine reflectiong of the thinking of per-
song active at the time that the novels were written.

As the individual discussions of the various parts of the
federal government will make more clear, the influence of
political soclence on the noveliste appears to be negliglible
in a great many instances, There are notable excentionz among
the individual novelists, and, as 18 true of the novels on
boss politics, exceptions among the segments of molitics and
government treated. ‘levertheless, the over-all nicture of
the federal government as vnortrayed by the novelist is such

as to make the political scientist wonder where he has failsd.



CHAPTER II
THE FEDERAL GOVERNMENT IN THE HISTCRICAL NOVEL

A rather strange picture of the government as a whole 1is
conveyed to the reader of historical novels, The strangeness
of the plcture is not readlly apparent from the reading of
only a fTew of the novels, but it becomes increasingly clear
with the reading of a greater number, In a study of this
tyne 1t would be inpossible to discuss all of the historiecal
novels touching on the federal govermment, this latter sube
ject beilng of sufficlent size to merit a dissertation in 1t~
self, FHowever, in order vartly to compare the treatment of
the federal govermment in the historiecal novel with actual
history, and partly to compare 1t with the treatment of the
federcl government in other novels, at least some of the
historical novels dealing wlth the federal government must

be touched gpon.l

lsome other historical novels which touch upon the federal
government or personages in the govermment, which are not disw—
cussed here are: James Boyd, Drums (the Bevolution) (lilew York,
1926); S.Weir HMitchell, Hugh Wymme (Washington'ts army) (New
Yorik, 1897 and 1922); Saul Padover, Jefferson (Hew York, 1942);
Carl Sandburg, Remembrance Rock, parts II and III (the Bevolu-
tion, and the Revolution to the Civil War) (New York, 1948);
C. 3. Forester, The Cantain Prom Connecticut (events leading up
to the War of 1812) (New Yori, 1941); James Street, Oh, Prom-
iged Land (also events before 1812) (iew “ori, 1340); Zernie
Babcock, The Soul of Ann Rutledge (Lincoln before 1335) (Phila~
delphia, 1919); Holllster Noble, vwoman with & Sword (Lincoln)
(Garden City, 1948); Xermeth Roberts, Arundel (Benedict Arnold)
(Garden City, 1930); Cyril Harris, Street of ¥nives (4aron
Burr) (Boston, 1950); Tmerson Fough, The Magnificent Adventure

19
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The view of the federal ~overnment which energes fron the
novels here considered (which apnear to »e trymnical of all the
historical novels anout the federal goverrment) is of a govern-
nental structure which is nscullarly tos-heavy. It annears
to have consistaed alnost entirely of »Hresidents, and those
nresidents are relatively few in numher, This »icture 1s in
diastinct contrast t2 other novels abeut the faderal govern-
ment {excent Tor novels about the future, in which the »resi-
dent is agoin very imnnrtant), the wresident wlaving a rela-
tively nlnor role in novels abhout the federal govermasnt 1n
meneral,

Pragidents of the Tictional United Ltotes up until 1900

(Aaron Zurr) (Hew Yorkx, 19215): Irving sackeller, In the Days
of roor dichard (ﬂ@njamin Praaklin) (”ew Tori, 19~2), Tnirviey
Seifert, Cantain Grant (U.S5, Grant) (fﬂilamﬁlﬁyiﬂ 1o9486); Al-
fro ;elanﬁ Urabb, Home to the Bernitac (uauzson) {(Inrdianano-
lis, 1948}); mar»uith h dicrolson, vavalier fron Tennessce (Jaci-
zon) (Indiananolis, 19283); Jeosech Zalker Lchinadlen, Storm
Center (Johmsov) {f W Toriz, 19487); M, i, 5. &ﬂﬁre:s assing
the Torch (Lincoln) ( ew Yorl, 1224); Irvins A@Liu? aben
Holden (Lincoln) {(Zew Yori, 1900); Irviﬂf ;achgller, ~1Lher
Abrahan {(Dincoln) (Irndianapolis, 1925); 1. . "tharwoed,
Spanish Tegry (Linoln) (Chicago, 1892); inmne Colver, Hr.
Lincoln's sife {(iew Yoriz, 1943); ”b@m as Dixewn, The Southerner
(Lincoln) {Maw York, 191?)‘ dward “grleston, Graysons (Lin-
coln) (e Yori, 1R388); largaratia lﬁ?ﬁf usrry, :ﬁg oy
Shon {(Linsolin) (e ?OTL, 1;0&), i. T

e 'd

. Tarnell, In linc in's
Chair (lLirncoln) (Heuw York, 1920); Paul Lﬂic@%tar Wﬂrﬂ Janice
deretith (MJashington) (Hew York, 1929 and 1019); ,r-thm Tier,
The Young Man fron Hount Vernon (Washington) (”pw Yorii, 124&0};
Helly Clliot Seawell, A Virsinia Cavalier {(Ja Tington) (Yew
Yoriz, 1996); and numerous othern, As may readily be sacn,
Livnicoln dominates this group of novels te an even grsater oxe-
tent than he does those discussed in this stuiy, and the only
precident mentioned in this group who 1s not discussed in the
cnanter on the federal government in the historical novel is
Johweoa, kerefore the conclusions dvawn concerning the »nresi-
dent in historical fiction, based unon the smaller group of
novels ¢Llg ﬁt»n, annear to be justified by an examination of
a larger grnuﬁ of novels,
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(those after 1900 heing considered in the chapter "Presildents
in the Contemmorary 3Scene”) seen to he: Washiagton, Adanms,
Jeffercov, Madlison, Jackson, Van Burew, Linccln, Grant, and
Herinley - a total of rndine presidents, °Ff these men, anmong
the novels examined here, wWashington ls mentioned in four

3 2

aovels {in mest of which he Tigures more ag o general than as
a president, with his presidentlal dutles wmepbioned only in
nassing); Adams is amentioned briefly in one novel which is

concerned chiefly with Hamilton (The Concueror); Jefferson,

also briefly, in three, of which one is The Congusror; Hadi-

son Tigures more largely in one novel; Jacuson 1s written
about in four novels (all of which are more conesrned with the
influence of Pegry C'Heales Zaton than with Jacikson's pollclies
of state); Van bDuren in twoc, one briefly, one nore at length

{(besides the Pegey Haton nove 2, 17 which he 12 mentioned be-

fore he becomeg president); Lincoln in nine (of which at least

four are almost entirely about Lincoln, and one of which is
more admiring of Douglas than of Lincoln); Grant, hriefly, in
two; and MeXivley'ls insuguratlion in one,

In other words, if one takes the fictional -icture of the
hilstory of the United states government, 1t haes been governed
chliefly by oresidents,., Of these oresidents one hasg be=n &
general whose military activitlies are considsrsd auch anore
ianortant, even by his admirers, than his »residential ones;
one saved Aanerican sbiilooing from dqagland; one was a man who

was more interested in getting a woman of dousniful reputation

accented into Wa ngton soclety than in sny other one active



ity; and oune was notable for two things: his keening the
tmited States together during the Civil ¥Wa and -- mueh more
imortant in historieal fiction than the first -- his tender
neart in freeing convicted snies and presuned traitors who

DTS DE-

i‘"‘"

were broucht hefores hin., The other presidents ment!
fore 1200 are soclken of so oriefly that they coan be saild

merely to have existed,

;w.u

“esldes the government by oresidents which 1s depleted
Lt Anerican historleal fictlion there are a few other offices
and nersong wno 2vnear briefly. The Continentsl Congresses
are mentioned in two novels; one novel concerns Patrick Henry
and his dislike of Jefferson; one aentions the State Devart-
ment under Secretary Randolnli; ous mentions John Harshall of
the Sunreome Court and also mentiong the Treasury under iHamill-
torn; Calhorun is aentioned in six, of which three ars concerned
with his relatlons with Jackson, two his relatlons witn Daniel
“ebster, and one with Calroun hiigelfl; dWebiter, in five, in
two of which he ig the chief »olitical flgure; Zaton as Jecre-
tary of Har in three; Douglas, Senator and »residential erne-
tender, in one; the imited States embassies 1in gland and
S5-alin in one; and the Senabte in one,

A comparison of the zovernnent in wovels with Thong

Aailleyts A Dinlomatic History of the Avgrisan ?@091@2 is much

- P

mere favorable to the latter. Balley's inkerestling work is

Z o . . \

“Toonas A, niley, A Diplomatic JMistory of the American
Peonle (3d ed.; .lew York, 1940),
T et ———
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ag easy to read as any novel and mortraye the govermment with

uch more accuracy and bhetisr propertilon,

L. The Continental Congresses

¥Xenneth Heoberts 1a Rabhle in Armsj mentions the Saocond

Continental Coungress, and he ig hardly flattering to 1t

Zyentually the ilnefficlency and the cowardlce of
Csn;?es ceme to be a sore dangerous eneny than Bngland;
and Arnold had cause to mow 1t bpetter than zny of us.

That fuahling, suddle~headed Covgress wWas our wnly
gpvernm@ﬁ e a wag no President to aggist it: =o
Senate to cﬂ trgl it: no Sunrene Court to guard and
&i*cct it: no Cabinet to inform it, It srew dally

szer and more witless., Hach vear it was commosed of
ﬁen of smaller calinre == pettifosgine lasrvers from
pettifomzing howes: hlatherskltes in fustian, whis-
nericg nowlngly in cornere; axchanzing fears that the
aray, in rlxhtﬁgus raze, night turn and rend then for
thelr shaptﬂoﬁiﬂg‘.ﬂ

Roherts, whe 18 usually s pather careful historisan in his

novels, 1s in Zabble iz Arms writians a defenslive novel about

Benedlcet Arvold, and, in order to uake Ar-old avpear Justi-
fied in Ids actions, finds 1t neecassary to oaint this bHlack

pleture of the Congress, Howard Tast inAThe'invamqmished5

-

mentions the Sesond Continental Congress, but only in »nassing,

in stating that Washington drarnic a toast to it

Jenneth Boberts, dabble in Arnmg: A Chronicle of Arundel
and the Rurcoyne Invasicn (Garden City, 1945),

Broia., n. 858,
5 o

P 4 YL H
Howard Fast, The Unw
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Historlians such as lclaugh liwé are inclined to gzlve a

much legs a

egnerate view of the Contirental Consresses thon

5

Eenia? o % e 2
The historiang real

fed
e
]
P

k=
£
s
P
%
-y
el
H
&
ot
b
i)
o
Cy
o
)
i
i

§

zes wers far from nerfect they nerfor-ed a

neceszary fTusctlion Jurlne a oerisd in which o other goveriie

]
W
[44
b
s
O
o
o
ek
12
C
-
-;0
R
&)
bt
oy

arevall, Hobt only was tiwe Pirast Conti-
nental Congress still trying to maintain -eace, and the
Second Continental Conmrrses laboring under the difficulties

“ funcltls in wartiocs, but the men nabting un those Con-

gt}

grasges were of necessity inexvserlierced in the =atter of
woriing together to form a natlional movernnent of auny 1ad,
They had to contaend with the Tear of the neonle that they
would have too sueh nower; thus they were granted teo little.
It hrardly seens Just to blane the Continental Congresses,
therefore, Tor ot belng nerfectly functioning, fully hilown
poverrments capable of performing without difficultiess the

2 . .’ . . . 1 1 = v ey + =t e
»yic tagis uithin thely mrovinees, Sarys delaughlin:
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Gelaughling, A Constitutions
(student's ed,; Hew ¥Yoro, 12




z. The Revalution and Afte

3 , .
John “rsliinels (Give Me Liertvy 1is the story of Patrick

———

Henry, and it imnlies that Henry is almost the only merson

in the entiré Revolutiomary neriod who was in favor of {ree-
dom from Trngland, Thomas Jafferson 1s made out to e goie-
thig of a villai», and definitely a coward, 7Sucent in the
description of Henry's nersonallity there is practicalls
nothing about the federal government in this novel, A cone-
varison with a “logranhy such as iloses Coit Tyler's of Patrloew

. Q 5 , . - i
Henry- makes the reader reallize now nuch dlve e Liverty

leaves to he desired,

Geor;e dashinoton is treated quite briefly by most of the
novelists who wrlte of him, He is mentioned in #enneth
Roherts's Rabble in Arms, above, as a general, Josenh Herges-
heiner in %alisandlo alsc mentlions «“ashinston, a little more
in comection with the federal structure than does Rohertis,

Jashinoton 1s the ideal of Zalisand's hero, Richard Male, me-

cause Washington, like TBale, helieves in a strongs union of

the soverelgn United 5tantes under the federal government,
Later, with the rising iafluence of Jefferzon, Bale fesls that
Jashington 1s helng obliterated with shallow »ralse and thnt

the Tederalists are being destroved,

3

L

John srsXkine,; ulve e Iirterty: The Story of
Aystander (New Yor -, 1940),

9Hoses Coit Trler, Patrick Henry (“oston and ey Yor’
1827},

10 ]
Josenh Hergeshsler, 2alisand ('few Yori, 1925L),

. ITnnocent
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Fast in The Unvanqulshed, above, makes one observatlion

that seems pertinent:
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order that the Unilted SBtates might show i1ts good faith toward
the French government., Hanilicon finally Jdemcnstrates to wWashe-
inzmton that an injustice was done to the Mrewncluman, and Bas-
dolalh as Secretary of State ig induced to admit that he sade

T misgtaze and to reavneint the young nan. The antagenism Dew-
ween sone of the memhers of Vashington's Cabinet Lo well
brought out, as are some of the difficultiss with which the
new goverrmewnt had to contend,

“lchele Strizzits All Cane Ty Sea is aovel only by

great stroteh of the i-agination., It ie an evirencly stilted

o

bool with a 2irnor thread of a story which one can dlstingulsh
only with great effort. It sounds as if 1t were talkon
directly from the drier and dustler —aras of the Archives,

The bood 1is in dlary form and has such stylistis tiduits as

the followlug:

TThey argue conly in inasinary facts and fiﬁuﬂag, when
they toll me that the iaterrupted worlk will »e resuned
in a counle of weeks, socon after Daster, and will he

arried on in full force; that even before the opening
of Congress in Decenber, a blo clty will he adaired down
there, syreadlhy 11 around lte wide 2treets and iannos-
ing bkildiﬂgg, agd also steevples and dones, How do they
tnow?

e

The foresoilvy quotatlon was sunnoged to he a conversation

Which ie revorted in Hapy Llicials diary. Lven more fasclunat-
inz and seintillaticy in Lis orose style 1is this descriotion:

iichele o, Strirzi, ALl Came iy Soa: - Pale of Zarly

Washington (Philadel-hia, 10H0Y. -

151%1@., ne 12,
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There were also the nopular Hr, “uter, mropr‘etnP
of Fo znt%xm Inn, or Union Tavern, with a mhﬂat“e and ball
ronat in George Town, near Bridse Street (77 Street) amﬁ
Sast lLane {(31lst Street); Thonas Peter, 1Lvi%£ ~ear 26th
and ¥ Streetn, who flve years eariier had married Martha
Yarize Cugtis, the second granddanghter of Hrzg, Washing-
ton, in wmose quﬁ@ Georie washincton bad sleot the last
night,

This novel menticns the Lnauguration of faflferson, Jeffer-
son ag President, the meeting of various Congresses, and
dadison, as well as the develonuent of the Federsalisgts and
depublicans, hut 1t is not worth trving to read; it
eagier to read a good general dull history of the neriod, or,
vreferably, the well-written, interesting studieg by Ieonard
uhite, mentioned ahbove

Gertrude Atherton's The Canquerorl? g an interestingly

written flctionalized blogranky of Hamilton, The suthor is
opviously an admirer of Hasnilton, and she aales no effort to
hide tnat Tact; but she does attemnt to be failr in her inter-

wretationg of other charactersg around Hamilbon, The Congueror

tells the story of Hanilton's rise Trou Conbtluoental Heceliver
to Secretary of o Treasury, It nentions the Tact that John

Marshall adnired Hamiltorn »ecsuse hoth men wished to reduce

’”J,;

the »owers of the gtates iwn order to increoaze the federal
pover, andt bhoth men worsed to accommlish thils sad,  Ferhans

the most Interesting oortiong of the »ro from a political-

orvi4., . 161.

l7ferﬁpwde Atherton, The Conguevor: L Tranatized Jlogravphy
of Alexaniap 2ilton (Philadeinhiz, 1930

-
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science viewpolnt ars thome desling with Hamilton's reports
on Public Credit, and his efforts to establish a2 latlonal
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cerned wWith ilanressments arnd sea hattles than it is with Nadi
son as a oresident, hut 1t foes mention the fact that adison
ar nis irzauguration 13 concernsd avtout the fiaances of the
United Ztates while Jefferson ig ontimistice, There ig =

quite good descrintion of the iravgural hall of ths fourth

-

nresident of the Umited Stateg, and tlerc ig sone dzscrintion

of the evacuaticn of Wasghingt and the Tact that nany people
resented the »nresident's leaviry, althoush wn one was »resent

to orotect wWashington.

on Jackison to Lincoln

Jacksoents relatlons uwith Peguy  'ieale Saton are descrihe
thias novela: anusl honsdns adans's The Gorseous Hugsy,
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tory attributes zuc such lunortancs o the lovs

so porular a historian as Charles A, leard att
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Britain on the Oregon guestlion, Howh's is a rather interest-

ing, story, 3aﬂtieu1awlw in rerard tn Calkhoun's strugsle in the

M powers of Daniel ¥ebster an an orator ars attested
to in Marguerite Allis's The Splendor Stays (above), as well

as in four other novels: Howerd Sresiin'e The Tamarack Tree,3t

. -
Honore Willsie Morrow's Tlack “%1191,3“ Courtney Cooper's

The ?ian@6f3,33 and ¥Walter ¢, rellog's Farish's ?3ncy.3ﬁ The

last-paned novel also wmentions President Van PBuren, largely
as the Tather of John Van Suren {(who 1s interested romantic-
ally Tor a while in Ameripga Vesvuccl) and of Angellica Van

Buren (who is a friend of Ameriga). The Tamarack Tree con-

cerns the election of 12840 in which the bitternsess against
President Van Buren is rife 1ln the town of Stratton, Vermont,
abhout which the took centers., Hany blame JackKson and Van
Puren for wrecking the "ank of the United States, which they
feel was the cornerstone of Unlted States firancisal solicy.
Cthers, however, feel that Harrlison's campal:nm 18 somewhat

chearn, and they abhor the vhrase, "Tippscance and Tyler too,"”

Webgter, wno with Clay, is one of the Wrig leaders, and who

3lucwara Srenlia, The Ta

naraclk Tree (Hew Yorl, 1947)

’zﬁumare W, diorrow, Tlack Danlel: The Love 3Story of a
Great Man (Wew Yoriz, 1931).

33,

ourtney Ryley Cooner, The ionesrs (lcston, 1938).

i, . - Y
B'walt@r Gtuest :ellog, Parish’s Fancy (lew Yory, 1929).
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tariff to whieh the Socuthern States naturally objected). Hrs.
Morrow makes a passing reference to the fact that Jackson was
trying to force Peggy Baton on 8oclety. Despite Webster's

dislike of Jackson volitically, however, Black Danlel shows

Jackson and Webster as bhelng on friendly personal terms. Hrs.
Morrow glves an excellent description of the Webster-Hayne
}

ﬁebﬁte,3? and although Webster 1ls very much the hsro of her

novel; Black Danlel is nevertheless a more than ordinarily

interesting boock and gulie worth reading from the viewpolnt

of volitical science,

4, Lincoln and After
Of the nine novelg in which Lincoln is the chiaf political
figure on the naticnal level, Salute to the ﬁera,BB by Con=

stance RBobertson mentions him only in connection with the
fact that Richard Bute, the chief character of the novel,
after having been first secretary of embassy in London, and
later having been a politiclan, goes into the Army during the
Civil War, where he becomes a general, Later, after more of
a sgpotted career, Bute becomes Ambassador to Spain, partly as

a result of his becoming a %hero® under Linceln.

371n the Webster-Hayne Debate of 1330 Hayne defended Calw
houn's position that the federal government rested on the
states, and that the states therefore retained sovereignty
in the end; Webster took the position which was also held by
Marshall: that the Tederal govermment rested nct on the states
but on the people, and that therefore the states had no sov-
erelgnty.

BBConstaace Robertson, Salute to the Hero (New York, 1942).
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Children of the Market ?1aee,39 by Edgar lLee Hasters, 1is

chlefly concerned with Stephen A, Douglas, whom the narrator
(and evidently Mr. Masters) considers a greater man than Line-
ecoln, Hasters describes the way in which, in the 1840 elec-
tion, Douglas, as a personal tribute, swept Illinois for Van
Buren. Douglas's arguments in favor of popular sovereignty
are described, and HKasters attridutes Douglas's defeat for
the p»residency t¢ his egpousing this cause, Hasters has a
rather good deseription of some of the Lincoln-Douglas de-
bates, and he retains a curious admiration for Linceln desplte
his statement that Douglas was the truest, bravest, ablest man
of his time and that he alone might, as president, have pre-
vented the Civil War,

Winston Churchlill takes a different viewpoint in FThe
Crisis“ﬁ from that cof Masters. The Crisis i8 not principally

about Iincoln but concerns the Civil War, narticularly in St.
Loulz. Churchill, toc, however, refers to the Lincoln-Douglas
debates, and expresses a great deal of admiration for Linceln.
He feels that Douglas, though he showed a littleness of char-
acter 1in the debates, later redesemed himeelf somewhat and
showed *, a notility of which we d1d not suspect you.

At the end CGod gave you strength to be humble, so you left

39Eagar Lee Masters, Children of the Market Place (Kew
Yorik, 1922).

gﬂwinsten,Churchill, The Crisgis, edited by Walter Barnes
and revised by H. Y. Moffett (l'lew York, 1933). (Originally
published in 1910,)
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the name of patriat.*al

A Recruit for Abe Lincoln™® and They Took That Sword™d

cidents which reveal him as a humane and kindly person, much

interested in the individual. In A Beeruit for Abe ldncoln,

after lincoln has put a young man with a crippled arm on in
the War Department as a telegrapher, ne helps unravel the
mants cloudy parentage, and just before his death clears up

the nystery. In They Took That Sword Lincoln nardons a Coun-

federate spy and says:

"I want men who gcan go wrong through a noble senti-
ment. I want men who can syapathize with thelr enemies.
am sick of fanatics and the gospel of revenge. . . . .

"The Secesslionists are my prodigal children. I am
President of every inch of this country this minute,
justhis much as 1if none of my children had forsworn
me.

I

Irving Eaehelleé's &lmanifer the Ages&5 is si.ply a roman-

tislze@ 1ifa.af Linpaln, ﬁ&?tl@ﬂlﬂP}y Fls @arly jears, while
5hcndre willsie Harrow's ‘novels of Lincelu, aartlﬁularly or=—

Mivia., ». 291

b2
igh2).

%Bwathaniel Stephenson, They Took That Sword {¥ew York,
1501.

b“Stﬁphenscn,_Jg. cit., pp. 294-295,

2}5Ir-\v'j.m{.3 “acheller, A Man for the Ames: A Story of the
Builders of Demccracy (New Yorlk, 1919).

Maribelle Cormack, A Recruit for Abe Lincoln (New York,
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The Gilded Age 59 by dark Twain and Cnarlss Dudley Jarner

L8 outelde the Lie snan of this
sidered by the student of »olitical scierce ag well as by the

gtudent of the olitleal wnovel as such, The 4ilded Aze is

the Ditter revelation of corruntiosn in the federal rovern-
ment, but wore than that, of corrustion in the goverwnnent as

a reflection of corrustion in necnle cenerally., Chiefly, the
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Yovore Jillsie Horvow, Yorever Ffree (dew Yor , 1827).
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Senator Abner Dilworthy becomes interested in the quesiion
of the Tennessee lands and brings Laura and Washluogton Haw-
k¥ins to Washington, D.C., in order to try to get a bllil
through Congress which would have the govermment buy the lands
at many times their value, Descriptions of the nractices of
Senators in franking home their personal belongings by lavel-
ing them as public documents, by which method one *,

could convey a horse through the nails, if neaessary,“5° the
blackmalling of some Congressmen snd the charming of others
into voting for the lands bill, and other such practices, are
described with skill and bitterness.

Some of Clemens's and Warner's thoughts aaeut the corrupt-
negs aﬁ@,cawraptiuility of Camgraaﬁ are’ em@resg@ﬁ in the cone
versations of various characters, One young man says of Laura
that she could "fascinate an avpropriation right through the
Senate and the House af¥ﬁepresanfatives in one sessian,'51
another describes the way in which patronage operates in Wash-
ington:

fIf you are a member of Congress {(no offense), and
cne of your constituents who doesn't ltnow anything, and
does not want to go into the bother of learning some-
thing, and has no wmoney, and no emnloyment, and can't
earn a living, comes besieging you for helﬁ, do you say,
'Come, friend, if your services were valuable you could
get emplayment elsewhere -« don't want you here?' (h,
no, You take him to a Department and say, 'Here, give
this person something to pass the tiwne at -- and a sal-

arv'! -- and the thing is done. You throw him on his
country, He is hils country's child, let his country

501nia., p. 225.

5lipia., p. 178.
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some sldes and some phases of the federal govermment.

Whirlwind in Petticoats,”” by Beril 3ecker, 18 the fic-

tionalized blography of Vietoria Clafin Woodhull, an early
suffragette and possivly the first woman candidate for ovresi-
dent of the United States, Victoria Woodhull and Susan An-
thony were much at cdds a8 to methods and =inms of womsn's
suffrage, and Zerlil Recker describes thelr {isagreements.

Aecording to the author of Whirlwind in Petticosts, Presldent

Grant was ln agreement with Mrs, Woodhull that the Pourteenth
Anendment probably conferred suffrage to women as well as to
the freed slaves whom 1t was intended to help; however, in the
novel Mrs, Woodhull attempts to enlist the aid of Senator
(formerly Generaml) "Zeagt? Butler and promises him that if

he ge?s.the gi& of women they can together smash the corrup-
tion’ana amzmraw af . thé Grant A&émiméwati on in the anext

election. Whirlwind in Petticoaks 1s a rather good descrip-

tion of what nowﬂéppears'%o'ha a fairly unimportitant phase in
American history.

Noel Houston's The Great Promised® is the last of the books

here considered which deals with the period before 1900. The

Creat Promise touches on the federal govermment only in its

fairly full description of the insuguration of ficiinley, the

inaugural parade, and the inaugural ball. The i:pression 1s

SBBaril Becker, Whirlwind in Petticoats {(Garden City,
1947).

56
1946,

Noel Houston, The Great Promise: A Novel (New York,




ong of oreat litter oand masses o ~mlo, and ann2ars to ree
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In gereral, natur.lly enowsl, historical novels tnuel  ly
unon the most dranmatic and human inecidents in histors, and
tharefore leave much to bhe desired hy the —olitical sclentlst,
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called to the problems. In this comnection she nmentions Helen
Hunt Jackson's novel, Ramona, which was saild to have brought
the plight of the Indians to Cleveland's attention and to have
aroused him to set about alleviating the evil conditions which
Ranona exposged. Another novel, which Blizabeth Cochran does
not mention, but which was also valuable in arousing interest
in the Indians, was Frances Cambell Sparhawk's Senator In~

trigue and In&y&at&r'xasaby,Sg discussed elsewhere in this

study. Dr. Cochran does mention Frank FVorris's The Pit and

The Cectopus as beling influential in bringling about govermnent

regulation of graia speculation.

59Franees Cambell Sparhawk, Senator Intrlgue and Insvector
Noseby: A Tale of Spoils (New York, 18957. '




CHAPTER III

THE PRESIDENCY AS AN OFFICE

tweent 1 futuristic or hkistorical fiction the »reszldcat

~ay almost be termed the foroostien man of the sericsa novel,
Mile the »nregidents of novels of the Tuture donivnate the

svernnent, changine, reforming or derradins the federal s78-

, and alnoest all historical novels dealiy with the federal

overnment develos into Tictinnalized

ents, the w»nresident in the ordlanary or rarden varlsty of
val o is slaost iLonnrad
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h4s
and effort to dlscussing the office of the presldency, the
typre of man chosen to it, the history of the presidency, and
the relationship of the presidency to the other branches of
government, these asnects of the preslidency have been almost
entirely ignored in fiction.

Most novelists write ag 1f they had never heard of the
separation of powers or even of the other branches of the
government, The president is treated almoat ag 1f he were
in 8 vacuum, and the najority of novelists picture the presi-
dent elither as in countrol of the government or as hinself
being in control of the bosses.

Por purposss of this study the novels about the presi-
dency or about vresidents (the latter being far more common
than the fermqr) may be divided into three ocategories: The
Relatlonship of the Fresgident to the Sosses (dlscussed at
greater length in the chapter on "B2ass Politles”); The Can-
éida%erfbrathegPresldency:(iﬁto whigh most novels discussed
at length iﬁ this chapter fall); and The President 1in Office
(most of which movels fall ivito the chapters on "Polltical
Pessimism in Nowvels of the Puture® and "Tolitical Ontimism

in Novels of the Future?).

{(New Yori, 1941); Pendleton Herring, Presidential Leadership:
The Political Relatlons of Congress and the Chief Executive
{New York, 1940); and Harold J, Laski, The Amerlcan Presi-
dency: An Interpretation (New York, 1940).




1. The Relatlonshin of the President
to the “osaes

.5 stated above, 4ost of the =wovels dealing with the re-
lationsniis of the nresident to the hogsss are dlscussed 1r
the chanter ¢ oge “nlitles” siece the elements of the naw
chiice »olitics and corruotlion »lay a more i-arortant ~art in
novels of thig tyove than does the role of the wresidency as
such, Some of the novels shouvld vevertheless he nentioned

-

here in »agsing. Janes L, Ford's Hot Corn The, dlscussed

in  “ogsg rolitiecs,® smnhasizes the role that a8 niror member

of the »olitical nachine umay

o

~lay in a major event such as
the electiom of the »Hresident, Ford's »nreslident 1s so utter
17 denendent on the small cogrs of the machise that e nust
coms mersonally to maks sure that they are all working -
erly in order to win 3 wivotal district.

Siscussed in

-~

Samunl “lythe's L aestern sarulick, alsc

"Rwas Tolitles,” olictures the »nregident, Jamess Hogers, as i
nonest man with many abllities, but a man whose abillities

are never Hernltted to he revealed bhecause of the fact trst
it is the bhoss who makes hin vresident and =2lse the hoss who

loses the »residency for hin., althoush A sestern ‘arsick 1s

o

el more the story of Pawton, the bvosg, than it is of Janes

Ty - " N g 'Y
Rogers, the latter is revealad as a merson who 1s interested
tn the United .tatzs and ia the offica of the oresident, Aoz

ers wishes to aonnoiut arle men to the Cablnet, and nages sut

1
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2 list of those whowm he 18 considering, hut Faxton overrules
1 oand gays that the oresident nmust an oint asn, noh TOATE

outeztandiag in thelr ocwn fields, but who are denenisnt on th
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president, The secretary of state whom Hogers had wished to
he an important merson is made merely a mouthniece of Pax-
ton's nolicles., For the entire Cablinet Paxton selects men
who represent areas, not men who represent achievements, The
same is true of the divlomatic avpolntments which Paxton
foreesg unon the president, Rogers bhecomes increasingly dis-
1llusioned:

"Senator,® sald the President to me, before he had
been in his office a fortnicht, "is thers to bhe no end
to this thing? Am I Preslident of the United States, or
merely an office broker? Am I suopposed to govern the
country, or was I placed here to satisfy the desires of
a lot of greedy, consclencsless, flattering, fawning,
boastful, insincere, ravacious ocartisans, who have no
idea of anything beyond the strengthenlirny of their own
positlions at the expense of the public? Is there no
escape from this? Is the fitness of the man for office
to be given no consideration?®?

Bventually Rogers develops 4 political technique for
dealing with the representatives and senators who eall upon
him with the intentlion of getting patronage positions from
hiz for dispersal to their constituents: Rogers takes each
of them aslde and tells him that he is counting on the Con-
gressman for advice and loyalty in the administratlion of the
government. HNost of the men are so touched at being taken
inte the oresident's confidence and at being relied unon
that they forget about asking for the patronage positions.

Rogers also devises a method of getting his views before
the public by selecting a “rominent citizen who is informed

that he has "written® a letter to the nresident asking cer-

zé,western darwicii, supra, p. 219.
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tain questions, Rogers then "answers® the "questions?® in the
letter {(which have been s0 framed as to glve him a nerfect
opening to present his views) and coples of hoth letters are
sent to the press, The citizens whe are supposed to have
written the letters are usually highly honored, and the pub-
licity which they receive in their own towns because of have
ing the president *answer® their letters is compensation
enough in the small deception of the pubdblic.

The president wcxriggrab@utgxgq?faet that the newspapers
and his politiecal énemiééhcften take statements which he has
; maﬁa anﬂ place them out of eontexn, ow giv@ them a different
‘1nterpretaticn from tﬁat wﬁieh he:had 1ntsnde& er change a
few atrategically ﬂlacaﬁ Warﬁs 80 th&t he appears te have
sald something aiffereﬂt frow~what he hag in fact said. Hever-
theless the president feela that the public as a whole has a
great respect for the office of the president, and that in
the minds of the nubllic the man who occunies that office is
1lifted to the high place which the position holds rather than
the position's bhelng degraded to fit the nman,

Blythe shows Rogers as a nan who 1is big enough to realize
his inadequacies but not great enough to throw off the bind-
ings of the machine which prevent his from carrying out his
views, In this respect Blythe follows the usual »rastice of
novelists who write about the presidency in portraying the
individual president as 4 good man, whose failures, if any,

are usually engendered by outside forces,
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Henry Adams's novel, ﬁamocracy,B which was republished
in 1952, 1s outside the time span of thisg study dbut it is in-
teresting to note that Adams also shows a oresildent, "the
Hoosier Stane—cutter,"& who 18 certainly & weak man, led by
others, a man who does not inow hls enemies from his friends
but one who is not a had man., The president, who feels that
he must aet as a statesman should, tries to get his most bitter
enemy, Senator Rateliffe, into the Cabinet, Rateliffe within
a short tiae has the president completely in his nower he-
cause the latter is inexperienced in Washington politics,
whlle the former knows exzactly who may be dismissed with i:a-
nunity, who must be received, for whom the president is
pledged to find a2 job, and all of the other details which the
president finds lrksome. Although the presldent had promised
no removals from office without Jjust cause, soon, wnder RBat-
cliffe's direction, there is a wholesale dismissal and hiring
of perzomnel, The president's wife is @ coarse farm woman,
and Hadeline lLee, the heroine of the story, says, ". .that
an equally good President and President's wife could be nicked
up in any corner-grocery between the lLakes and Ohlo. e

Democracy is more the story of Senator Zatcliffe than it

is of the president, but its gliapses of the latter inexme-

BHenry Adams, Democracy: An American lovel (New York,
n.d.; originally puvlished in 1SBLJ.

bIbld., v. 115,

SIbtd., p. 129.
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dent of the Unlted States, Senator Chuck Crawford.

Crawford is the kind of politiclan who cultivates a hill-
billy manner beeause it appeals to his constltuents. He was
born in QTex&rqola,' which he feels to;ﬁe:a-poiiti@ﬂllaévan-
tage since Texarcola is8 in two states; and he has married Sue
Ann Jones, who went to law sehool with him, Tyler is a com-
bination confidential secretary, press agent, and general fac-
totum for Crawford, and is almost completely unable to see
the latter's many weaknesses and faults, when Crawford gets
drunk or goes to bawdy houses, Tyler's chief concern 1s that
the voters not be made aware of these facts through Crawford's
political enemies, Crawford is a demagogue whose followers
term him "Number Cne® without themselves recognizing the apt-
ness or the underlying meaning of the niciname, Llke Huey
long, Crawford advoestes a share-the~wealth program which he
characterizes by the slogan, "Bvery Man a Millionaire," and
for wkich he sets up a corporation. Like Long, Crawford has
his PFather Coughlin -« Crawford's being a Reverend Chester
Biglow, Like Long, Crawford thrives on condemming everyone
else, accusing the administration of mulcting the public at
the same time that a grand jJury is investigating Tils own
corru~t practices, and in general attemnting to nuddy the
waters to such an exten’: that his actions escane unnoticed

in the confusion, Number (One is not, however, merely a Tic-

tionalized life of Huey long; Crawford is more of a type than
Long.

Gradually Tyler finds himself belng attracted to Sue Ann,




























































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































