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Chapter 1 Introduction

In the 2008 and 2012 presidential elections, scholars, political strategists, and
journalists debatedthy African Americans showed up to the voting booth in
unprecedented numbers to elect andleet President Obama. One explanation that
garnered a lot of media attention was the claim that blacks voted for Obama simply
because ihfephenogpebd adrki. Wi ng bl acksd support f
blacks less supportive of him when he ran against former Black Panther Congressman
Bobby Rush in the 2001 Democratic Primary
District? One ex pckeafsuacess againsttBobby ROdh enigid lie shat| a
bl ack votersdéd support for black candidates
not the only consideration driving black v
other signals are black vegetaking into account?

Despite the fact that both Rush and Obama identify as black in a district where
65% of its citizens were black (Scott 200Rysh, who was an incumbent with a strong
record in Congress for supporting his consistency through his legislative votes, instead
exploitedthe drastically different approaches to representing theiacial constituents.
He often poi nt edionsto largedy wihitenaddcational establishments
such as Harvard and Columbia, his ties to white wealthy donors, and him being raised by

his white grandparents while referencing his own long and established history as a civil

! https://www.mediamatters.org/video/2016/02/10/biikilly-africanamericansroted
for-obama/208519 http://www.thedailybeast.com/colipowellcansupportobama
becausénesblack



rights activist working tdurther the cause of the black communitin a documentary on
Obamads political rise to the presidency,
charge Bobby Rush would surely make: [ Obam
heds not icarlanhe ryi BPEBACAR) (r

What did Rush know about his districtos
highlighting Obamadés | ack of connection to
political strategy to ensure they did not support anotheacial Democratic candidate?
What did he stand to gain by placing a stronger focus on the social and racial differences
between him and Obama when he could have easily relied on his voting record as the
districtds congressman? avorpowlvietri,c @alo owhaitc €
his history as a Civil Rights | eader influ
made when choosing betweavotblack, Democratic candidates?

Black voters often have to choose between more than one black Democratic
candidate. There are currently 44 congressional districts with black representatives, and
of thosé, 23 have a black population that makes
population (www.cbc.org). Although many of these individuals gained office years ago,
many ran and were challenged, or continue to be challenged, by other black politicians.
Moreover, 69% of mayors in cities with a population of 50,000 or frameeblack and

nearly all of them have faced both white and black opponents in pursuit of the mayoral

2 Drawing on the work of Ronald Walters and Robert Smith (1999), | défablack
community as fAa historically constructed c
distinctive cultural, political, and econo
3 There are 45 districts with a black majority, but Steve Cohen, a white Congressman of
Memphis Tennessee was excluded from this number.

4 There are more black mayors who were elected in cities and towns with smaller

populations and a black majority, thus we can assume that voters in those places face

similar political contexts as those in largdies.



seat. Despite the prevalence of black voters having to choose between black Democratic
candidates, political science literature offers little in the way of an explaratioow

black voters decide when the two most prominent heuristics (race and partisanship) are

held constant. In other words, contemporary political science research gives little to no
insight into why black voters were seemingly more persuaded by Bablsy R0 s
racialized political choices. Nor is it cl
resonates consistently with black voters. Thus, we are not able to understand the political
considerations black voters made when choosing between Rush ama,Qidach

presents a paradoxical hole in the black politics literature.

Argument in Brief
This dissertation seeks to understand what considerations black voters make when

choosing to support certain black Democratic candidates over others. Put another way
what is it that makes black voters more inclined to support certain black politicians over
others? To answer this question, | draw on new research within black politics which
shows that, within the black community, black individuals use social sanetjamsst
each other to maintain an accountability and adherence to the shared norms and
expectations ofhe racial group (Walton 198%Vhite et al. 2014, Laird et al. 2017). |
apply this social accountability mechanism to the relationship between black ante
co-racial candidates through the community commitment signaling framework, which
argues that black politicians send sighals of community commitment to black voters to
show that they can be held accountable to further the political interests td¢ke b
community.

I introduce two kinds of commitment signals: sacrifice and social connections.

Sacrifice signals are those where the candidate places thbearadl of the group above



their own, while the social connections are signals that convey anpémsanstitutional
connection to the black community. In chapter 2, | contend thénlale& voters use the
past actions ofivil Rights politicians to determine what signals convey the most
commitment to the racial group, and prize those sighalsinvolve a politician making
sacrificesfor the group Each signal type communicates a different level of underlying
accountability with the sacrifice signals conveying a realized accountability, and the
social connections signals showing a potential accoilitya | argue that black voters
evaluate black political candidates differently based on how they, the politicians, signal
their commitment.

Looking at the Rush and Obama example through the lens of the community
commitment signaling framework, | argukatk voters gave their support to Rush
because of his discussion of the sacrifices he made during his time as a Black Panther.
Through his discussions of the sacrifices he made to bring equal rigtéskagpeople
Rushsignaled his commitment to his blaconstituentg&nd showed a realized
accountability as an active participant in the Civil Rights Movement because of the
actions he took in service tpolitical bgealith.| a c k
Conversely, Obama, who did not reference atyiice he made for the black
community, and instead communicated the potential to be held accountable to the black
community because of his familial ties. The use of the social tie community commitment

signals was not e nou gabkvateos thatdherwouldbe & betteh e

C

di

representative than Rush. | contend that

already made for the black community showed that he was there when black people

needed him, was mor e deosithanette pasgsibiity df lmeing h e

di

o



accountable to black people, which Obamads

presented.

Evaluating the Theory

This dissertationds motivation is to un
considerations black votensake are informed by the desire for commitment to the racial
group, and unpack the subsequent behavioral and attitudinal changes that may occur. To
do this, I rely on three original experiments to examine the impact community
commitment signals have on blkavoting behaviors and attitudes. The use of
experiments allows me to vary the kinds of commitment signals politicians can send to
black individuals. Moreover, experiments allow me to isolate the causal mechanism to
effectively explain any variation thabmes from changing the kinds of signals used.

In the first experimental tesiespondents are randomly put into experimental
conditions where they are exposed to one of three candidate statements that seek to
communicate a sense of commitment to the black community. In these statements, | vary
the kind of community commitment sigrent (either sacrifice or social connection) by
a black representative. The choice to do this test first stems from a desire to directly and
cleanly test whether black voters glean a sense of community commitment from different
community commitment signal Additionally, this experimental test provides the
necessary leverage to determine whether skin color is the only factor that black voters
consider when evaluating black candidates, which is the conventional wisdom that is
found in public discourse anditin much of the literature on black representation.
Addressing the counterfactual early on allows me to establish the role that phenotype

pl ays in black votersd assessments of comm



| follow up with two similar experiments thatdt how different kinds of sacrifice
(physical and financial) and social connection (personal and institutional) signals alter the
behaviors and attitudes of the black respondents. Moreover, | engage with the question of
whether the informationonveyed byhesignalsalters the behavior of black voters. .
These experiments show the nuance and sophistication in black political decision
making, and answer important questions about how the appeals of black and white
candidates resonate in similar and diffeneays based on the kinds of community
commitment signals they employ. These empirical tests show that race and partisanship
are not the only factors black voters consider when making political deiSioa level
of commitment the politician has shownth@ group is also an important consideration in

deciding which politician to support.

What 6s to Come

The next chapter provides an overview of the relevant literature on which the
community commitment signaling framework builds. Discussions ahcw@lvoting and
the black communityds use of a soci al acco
context in which this dissertation sets itself. | then provide a detailed explanation of the
theoretical framework, its inner workings, and how it applies tieroporary political
science literature as well as the study of black political decisiaking.

The experimental test in Chapter 3 serves as a preliminary look at whether black
voters do indeed make distinctions between different kinds of community com@nhi
signals. The results show that black voters do make distinctions between candidates who
do and do not employ community commitment signaling, but do not make meaningful

distinctions between the kind of community commitment signal employed. These



findings suggest that black voters only require some kind of signal in order to see a black
politician as accountable. However, we know that candidates do not campaign in
isolation, and that opponents often send messages to discredit candidates in the eyes of
voters.

With this understanding in mind, Chapter 4 looks at how different community
commi t ment signals affect black voterso pe
when doubt is cast on a black carkdi dateds
people. Moreover, this experimental design complicates the community commitment
signaling narrative by adding in additional signals of both sacrifice and social
connections to see if the effects observed in Chapter 3 where both types of signals are
viewed equally holds. The results suggest that signals of physical sacrifice resonate more
with black voters on a number of dimensions that leads the candidate to be seen more
positively and more likely to gain support from black individuals. Moreover, wehate t
when a black candidate highlights his endorsement from the NAACP he eceive
comparable support from respondents which offers a meaningful alternative for black
politicians who are unable to signal sacriftce.

Chapter 5 explores whether the communynmitment signaling framework and its
effects only apply to black politicians by testing how black voters evaluate white
candidates who use the same signals. While some changes were made for the sake of
believability, | find that when white candidatesrsadithe physical sacrifice they have

made for théolackracial group, blacks view them more positively. Interestingly, white

5> Because of the unique and intersectional space that black women representatives occupy
(Gay and Tate 1999) leads to unigue and altogether different expectations and evaluations
of black female representatives which requires separate theonmrigsting, | use male
pronouns to discuss black representatives.



candidates who signal their connection and accountability to the black community by
discussing their black wife are rewarded inilamways to sacrifice signals, which differs
from how they view a black politician who highligitis wife.

Chapter 6 concludes with the broader implications of this work, and points us in
future directions of both the empirical and theoretical investiga of black political
considerationsT his chapter also emphasizes this dissertation contributes to the study of
black politics and political behavior more broadly by showing that, when ewvajuat
black Democratic candidates, black voters offer mor@auo candidates who are more
reminiscent of the Civil Rights era of black politics. | posit that black voters choose to
support candidates who signal commitment by way of physical sacrifice because this
particular signal indicates that the politiciartpss t he r aci al groupos

own personal interest for the sake greater political inclusion for the black community.



Chapter 2 More than Skin Deeghe Community Commitment Signaling Framework

Chapter Overview
This chapter begins with a discussmfwhat black voters expect from their
representative and how these expectations, and whether they are met, influence their
voting behaviors and attitudes. | build on existing research about the relationship between
black voters and coacial representates and provide a theoretical account of how
strategies that rely on community commitment can be influential. Given the historical
experiences many black Americans share, they tend to view the political world through
the | ens of t h alneedsqDaason 1§94)oThip f@adiculpr wiéw ldads ¢o
unique ways in which blacks see the roles of their elected representatives. Research has
shown that many black individuals use social sanctions as a political tool to maintain
political accountability wthin the black community to ensure certain goals and
expectations are méivalton 1985; White et al. 2014In this chapter, | expand on this
argument and apply it to the relationship between black voters and black politicians.
As members of the blaclommunity, many black representatives know of the

social accountability structure and are motivated to make appeals and connect with black
voters in numerous ways to show their adherence, or lack thereof, to that structure. Some
politicians respond to thesxpectations by working with other racial groups to achieve
greater political inclusion for black Americans, others focus on the black American
communityds group specific needs, wéaile s
community at all (Canoh999 Walters and Smith 1999; Fenno 2003; Gillespie 2010;
Stout 2015). | consider how these differences might affect the way black voters respond

to the variation in the signals of connection used by black political leaders.



Researchers have demonstréteat the race of the candidate is an important
determinant of whether blacks support their representative, but often place a strong
emphasis on the physical mani festation of
on the social aspects. To addréisis oversight, the theoretical argument presented in this
chapter focuses on signals of a black cand
communityos political i nterests, which 1 d
representatives to communieaheir accountability to emacial voters through displays
of personal sacrifice or social ties to the racial group, and these signals lead to variation
in the political behaviors and attitudes of black citizens.

These signals lead black individuals &rgeivethata representative can be held
accountable to further the social and political interests of the black community, which
leads black voters to evaluate the representative more favorably. | focus on several
evaluative dimensionstrustworthinessknowledgeability, helpfulness, willingness to
support, and perceived viability of the candidate. My expectation is that community
commitment signahg should cause blacks to view the candidate more positively on all
of these dimensions.

In the final sectn of this chapter, | propose a theory that moves beyond simply
considering the race of the candidate to explain variation in black support but takes into
account the role of social accountability in the relationship between black voters-and co
racial repesentatives. My theory demonstrates the complexity in lpatitical decision
making by showing that thaypakeconsiderations besides race and party when deciding
which candidate to support. Mor eover, my t

decisionb vote forcer aci al candi dates goes far beyond

10



bl ack, 0 which is the conventional wisdom o
popular discourse. White candidates can also receive an electoral advantage of signaling

their canmitment to the black community.

Rethinking the Black Voter & Black Representative Relationship
Bl ack Voterso6é Expectations & Consideration

Much of the content put forth to voters during elections are forgotten shortly after
exposure, but scholars have argued and shown that this does not mean voters are
irrational. Instead, voters seek out heuristics and information shortcuts that inform their
overall impression of a political candidate, and the valence of that information (e.g.,
positive or negative) affects the way voters evaluate political candidates (Lupia 1994;
Lodge et al 1995). Many black individuals rely on the black utility heuristia &@ol by
which to determine what is best for their seierest based on assessments for what is
best for the racial group (Dawson 1994). Put another manyblack people view the
political world through the lens of the racial group. Thus, politeaididates, parties, or
organizations that are viewed as beneficial to furthering the political interests of the black
community generally garner support from blackers.

Bridging what we know about campaign messaging and heuristics with the
establishediterature on black political behavior, | argue that black individuals expect
black politicians to employ community commitment signals to show they can be trusted
or accountable as a method of determining whether they will support a candidate. If, as
estbl i shed in the |iterature, affective eval
trustworthiness and knowledgeability are used by voters to determine to whom they will
give their support, | posit that black voters seek out information in order tonirsiod

update their affective evaluations of a candidate.
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Because of their higher political status, black politicians are held to a higher
standard of norm conformity by black citizens, and expected to make decisions that
rectify the systematic wrongdoiaggainst blacks by way of political action (Walters and
Smith 1990; 97). Anecdotal evidence discussed throughout this chapter shows that black
voters are able to discern that some black politicians will not further the interests of the
black community, adhthus are less likely to support them. Black individuals are looking
for as much information about a candidate so they can make the decision that best
benefits the racial group given their preference to elect political representatives that
would bestregsent t he groupds interests. The bro
information is often forgotten but affective perceptions of a candidate are integral to
political decision making is made more apparent for black voters when we consider that
their preerence for candidates, parties, etc. is informed by their prioritization of the racial

groupbés interests above their own.

Bl ack Votersd Desire for Racial Accountabi
In order to gain support from black voters, black candidates need to show that

they cae about and will represent the political needs of the black community once in

office. To be clear, |1 do not contend that all members of the black community share the

same expectations. However, Dawson (1994) tells us African Americans tend to support
indivi dual s, parties, and institutions that t
interests (97) (also see Walton 1985). Thus, while there is a vast amount of variation

within the black community on the ways numerous issues should be addressed (see

Dawson 2001), scholars of black politics make it clear that many black individuals are

united in the pursuit of further political inclusion of ttaeial group (Gurin et al. 1990

Dawson 1994; Walters and Smith 1999; Dawson 2001; Tate 2004).
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The seemingly nified goals for greater social and political inclusion has led
many within the black community to scrutinize the acts of both fellow community
members as well as gacial representatives to ensure that the black community works to
reach those goalsargue that one way black voters keep representatives who are also
racial group members in line is through the use of a social accountability structure that is
unique to the black communitWithin political science, accountability generally refers
tothevote 6s ability to elect or reelect politi
politicianbds performance in office (Persso
the political exclusion of black Americans led to the creation of a social accountability
structure that relies on the use of social sanctions such as public ridicule and stereotypes.
These sanctions were meant to ensure that members of the black community put the
raci al group©6s i nt-iaterests in erdeatd betteethetpdide i r own s
standing of the community (Walton 1985; White et al. 2014; Laird et al. 2017). Studies
show this awareness leads to changes in black voter behavior when in the presence of
other black people to avoid the potential of being seen as a sellout (Whit2Gt4and
Laird et al. 2017). In the same way that black individuals have an awareness of the
groupbs expectations, I argue that they ho
expectations as well, including black politicians.

As members and repradatives of the black community, black politicians have to
prove to black voters that they can be held accountable to put the interests of the black
community above their own interests in ord
goals. Moreover,lback votersé6é perceptions of a bl ack

the mechanism by which certain community commitment signals are more effective at
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changing black voterdos evaluations of a po

Bl ack Politiciansd Motivations & Variati on

Bl ack Politiciansd Motivations
| contend that black politicians, as members and products of the black community,

know about the use of social sanctions wuse
desire for accountability. This knowledge, | posiitivates black politicians to work
within the social accountability structure of the black community in order to curry favor
with black voters. Because many black politicians at least begin their political careers in
locales with a high black populatioldrden 2015), the necessity to adhere to the
accountability expectations of the black community is paramount

Broockman (2013) offers strong empirical evidence showing that black politicians

have an intrinsic motivation to respond to emails from blatikeris regardless of

whet her the individual l'ives within the |I|e
study says, AWhatoés the proof that | <care
letter from a black person outside my district, Ireshbon ( 52 1) . I contend t
politiciands willingness to help fellow bl

gain and the intrinsic motivation it reflects is indicative of his knowledge of the
expectations of the black community. Harden (2615 )nds t hat ABIl ack | eg
as race representativeemphasizing the descriptive dimensiowhen the group that
they descriptively represent is larger, and understate that diménsiateracializé
when the group is smallero (176).
Both Harden (206 and Broockman (2013) argue t he

motivation to help black individuals broad

14



fate or symbolic attachment. While | agree that linked fate plays an important part in the
motivations behind thactions, the feeling that what happens to the group has an effect

on what happens to the politician does not explain why black politicians tend to make

their racial backgrounds and experiences more public to black voters than their white
counterparts (Haeh 2015). Why is it that black politicians in the analysis done by

Harden were more likely to racialize their online biographies than their white

counterparts? Feeling a connection or sense of linked fate does not warrant actively

showing that connectiom tolack constituents unless, as | argue, black politicians have an
awareness of the social accountability structure within which black constituents work.

Il ndeed, the choice to be more racialized i
suggests an understing of what black constituents desire fromregial candidates,

and what they expect a same representative to do on behalf of the racial group. Returning
to the Bobby Rush and Barack Obama exampl e
decision to highlipt his past as a Black Panther and a leader in the Civil Rights
Movement instead of what he had accompl i sh
knowledge of what his constituents want to know about him as a representative.

Signaling his past involvemeint the Civil Rights Movement resonated more with the
districtédés black voters because of the | ac
the lack of variation in the policy preferences of two black Democratic candidates, and

the way in which races used as an important heuristic for many black voters. With the
knowl edge of the social accountability str
motivations lead them to make certain political decisions like those displayed by Rush

while othes, like Obama, may make a different strategic choice.
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Variation within Black Political Leadership
Canon (1999) argues that there are different kinds of representational styles

employed by black politicians, which can have implications for whether thegwpioort
from black and white voters. He contends that the kind of black politicians who win
elections in districts with sizeable white populations are not the same as those who win in
districts with a large proportion of black voters. According to thrgsiarent, we largely
see two kinds of black politicians in majority minority districts: the traditional politician
and the newstyle politician® This distinction is important in understanding how black
voters respond to different signals because traditianéinewstyle politicians employ
different strategies to connect with black voters. Generally;stgh politicians are
younger and have benefitted from the advances of the Civil Rights Movement, seek to
build coalitions across racial lindspkatpol t i cs fAin biracial or no
more inclined to seek higher offices, and more successful in districts with a higher
proportionality of white voters (Canon 199
black politicians participated in thev@l Rights Movement, have roots in the black
community and its institutions (i.e., the
view differences between the races as central for understanding power relations and
exclusion, and osnesd idnmednsc yp raismarlyack voterso
successful in districts with a higher proportionality of black voters (Canon 1999)
More than Skin Color and Partisanship

For many within the black community, the racial identity and the partisanship of a

de<riptive representative serve as important factors in garnering support. However, in

6 The traditional and new style categorizations are in no way an exhaustive list of the types of black
politicians, but they are the most represented characterizations of black politicians the existing
literature on black political leadership.
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the context where two black Democratic candidates run against one another, what cues
are black voters taking from politicians? Very little of current research provideghus

the necessary theoretical or empirical tools to address this political contexich
blacksoftenfind themselves at the local and Congressional level. Moreover, because of
the political exclusion black Americans faced throughout history timokseduals and
institutions that show support for the inclusion of blacks in the political world, are given
support from kack citizens (Gurin et al. 199@awson 1994; Tate 2004). | believe that
consideration of the strategies black politicians can eyrpighlights that all black
politicians do not seek to further the interest of the racial group, and accordingly black
voters do not support all black politicians equally.

Indeed, Dovi (2002) encourages scholars to recognize that all descriptive
represerdtives are not seen in the same way by their same race constituents. We should
not assume that all black politicians desire to further the interests of the black community
at the same level of intensity because of their partisanship or skin color. Hquinthen
light of this diversity amongst black Democratic political leaders, can we understand how
black individuals determine whether a same race candidate can be trusted to represent
and further the interests of the black community? | argue that througbkelef signals,
black politicians are able to communicate teraoial voters that they can be trusted.

Not A Policy Story

Some scholars attempt to address the relationship between descriptive
representatives and-cacial voters by analyzing policy preferences of black voters and
the legislative record of black politicians to see if congruence on these dimensions leads

to beter representation for black individuals (see Whitby 1997; Lublin 1999). However,
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this dissertation deviates from this I|ine
descriptive representatives occur in low information environments, which means tha
knowledge of bills passed by descriptive representatives will be minimal (Tate 2004;
Griffin and Flavin 2007).
Indeed, Richard Fenno (2003) argues that the black representatives in his study

relied on social connections to gain support from their t@aesits more than hard policy
stances (258). He goes on to claim flieat/ote in Congress is but the tiny tip of a huge
i ceberg of policy dialogue and policy conn
Congressman Lou Stokes, F emthedbenefitoftlesloulit| St o k
and not held to any strict itemized accoun
Cohen (2003) affirms Fennobs observations
to Afoverwhel m policybs bwkjeéeectfiswe (BOBL) e ntMoa
point, because most black politicians are Democrats, their policy stances and positions
will not vary much from their opponents in Democratic primaries. | argue the lack of
policy distinction leads voters to consider fpolicyd i f f er ences, such as
sacrifice or social connection to the group, when choosing a candidate to support. The
theoretical and empirical investigation of this dissertation will engage the relationship
between black voters and descriptive repréatives outside of the policy related
dimension.
If Not Policy, Skin Color, Or Party, Then What?

Whil e onebs skin color, partisan affil:@
signals or cues to voters akbheinterestsofthepr esen

black community, what signals do voters use when two black Democratic candidates with
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similar policy orientations run against one another? This is a political context that occurs
often in majority black districts and at lower levelgyoizernment in black communities.
Our understanding of descriptive representation does not provide the tools to understand
how black representatives gain support outside of a political context in which they are
running against a white politician with a fifent policy agenda.

Scholars of black politics have provided extensive research to show the strength
of group attachment within the black commu
behavior and attitudes are informed by their perceptions of w/laist for tle racial
group (Gurin et al 199Mawson 1994). Research has also indicated that many blacks
believe that what happens to the racial group affects their individual lives, and as a result
black Americans expect the same from their repregeesatWhat is made less clear is
how, if oneds group attachment is not assu
does a black politician signal her group attachm&hi® dissertation argues that black
politicians display community commitment to sifjtteey can be trusted by black voters
to further the political interest of the racial group. Politicians who use community
commitment signals show black voters, whether through personal sacrifice and/or social
connections to the black community, that tlaeg trustworthy or accountable to the racial
group. Put anotherwag,o mmuni ty commit ment signals sho\
to the racial group, and the way these displays of group attachment are interpreted by
black voters manifest in attitudinal ahdhavioral changes as well as variation in
candidate evaluations. contend that oneds skin color,
arenodt the only signals for oned6s trustw

to make decisions about whicandidates would represent them best.
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Community Commitment

But what informs the expectations that leads black voters to find traditional black
politicians more preferable than other black candidates? | argue that the Civil Rights
Movement and its leters inform the ways in which blacks view-axial
representatives. | argue that traditional black leaders have shown their commitment to the
black community through their personal sacrifices on behalf of and social connections to
the racial group. Thisistinction in community commitment also informs us of how
blacks decide between two traditional black candidates. If one is seen as more committed
to the community, she should garner more support from blacks.

If, as | expect, these characteristiggified by civil rights leaders, like Martin
Luther King Jr., of personal sacrifice and social connections are what sets traditional
black candidates apart and make them more preferable to black voters, how do we see
these commitments to the community i@te in posiCivil Rights black politics? | argue
that black politicians must signal their personal sacrifices and/or social connections to the
racial group to make it clear to black voters that they have or are willing to place the
group6s i nttheerierstoswnabionvean attempt td furthe
The type of commitment signal a politician chooses to employ communicates how
accountable she is to the expectations of the racial group, which will lead to variation in
black voter polical behavior.

To see how these signals work, | apply signaling themihych is often used to

7To be sure, these two kinds of community commitment signals are not mutually exclusive. It is
possible for black representatives to signal community commitment with displays of social
connectionand personal sacrifice, and | expect politicians who send both signals to be the most
successful. Indeed, politicians who display sacrifice are likely to have strong social connections to the
black community, which informs their desire to make personal satfices. Furthermore, it is possible

for a politician to not signal community commitment through sacrifice or social connections.
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explain how information is communicated between two parties (individuals, institutions,
corporations, etc.}p our understanding of the relationship betweenklaters and

black politicians. | create the community commitment signaling framework to show how
and why certain signals from black political candidates and politicians affect the political

behaviors and attitudes of black voters.

Theoretical Inspiration: Signaling Theory
An example often used to explain signaling theory is when one applies for a job.
An employer, or the receiver, does not have the necessary information about an
i ndividual 6s ability to meet ttek,¢her equi r eme
signalers, use their education as a signal to communicate their underlying ability to fulfill
the job requirements. Oneds education indi
position. Drawing on this model, | contend that to communicaie ¢cbenmitment to the
racial group, black politicians use certain signals to communicate their accountability to

black voters

Theoretical Application: Community Commitment Signaling Framework

Figure 2.1 Community Commitment Signaling Framework
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The Signalers: Black Politicians
Black politicians often signal information to voters. They provide underlying,

unobserved information necessary to convince voters that they, the politicians, can be
trusted buthat information is not inherently known or made available without action on
the part of the politician. Being perceived as trustworthy or accountable by voters is

i mportant for a candidatebds evaluation as
(Fenno 1978; Parker 1989). Scholars of signaling theory suggest that the use of signals
should provide some tangible benefit for the signaler that would not have occurred had a
signal not been employed. In the case of descriptive representatives, thatine

benefit is higher levels of affective evaluations as well as a greater willingness to support.
In the context of descriptive representation, much of current literature suggests that black
descriptive representatives are seen as equally trustweéttiwever, much of these
conclusions are drawn when a descriptive representative is compared tegaouput
representative. | contend that when comparing acrossaaied representatives, we

should not assume that black voters see them equally. Theleatiying signals to
differentiate between the two. It is for this reason | posit that descriptive representatives

often communicate certain types of signals to gain support from black voters.

The Signal: Community Commitment
Community commitment signsilare used by black representatives to

communicate their accountability to-cacial voters through displays of personal

sacrifice or social connections to the racial group. In the same way that education was
used as a signal to communicate competencs job in the example above, community
commitment signals show black voters that they can be trusted to represent the interests

of the group. This contention runs counter to the work in contemporary scholarship as
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well as the conventional wisdom found inbtia discourse about the relationship between
black representatives and black individuals.

Given the various kinds of strategies employed by black politicians, | expect that
different black politicians send signals of varying quality. However, whetber it
because of their past experiences or a desire to appeal to a broader racial audience who
will not respond well to signals that are perceived to only benefit black voters, not all
black politicians choose to signal personal sacrifice in order to comeeyatability.
There is a large body of research that shows that white voters often perceive that black
politicians only seek to representi@xial voters, which then leads them to be less likely
to support black representatives (Terkildsen 1993; Sigetthah 1995; Schneider and
Bos 2011; Jacobsmeier 2015). The findings from these works complicate the types of
signals some black politicians can use, particularly if they are seeking elected office in
areas with darge numbersf white votes. It is theg representatives, specifically, who
are less inclined to rely on personal sacrifice community commitment signals.

For those politicians who cannot or choose not to signal personal sacrifice but still
want to gain support from black voters, they shoulhstheir ability to be held
accountable to the racial group through community commitment signals that highlight
their connection to an individual or institution who is aware of and enforces the social
norms and expectations of the black commuriitybe sue, these two kinds of
community commitment signals are not mutually exclusive. It is possible for black
representatives to signal community commitment with displays of social connection and
personal sacrifice, and | expect politicians who send both sigméle the most

successful. Indeed, politicians who display sacrifice are likely to have strong social
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connections to the black community, which informs their desire to make personal
sacrifices. Furthermore, it is possible for a politician to not sigo@heunity

commitment through sacrifice or social connections.

Community Commitment Signal Types

PersonalSacrifice
A community commitment signal in which a black politician makes a personal

sacrifice is one which requires the signalertohaveplagegd@ up 6s i nter est a
personal interests. These signals can include participation in protests or marches, but can
also include instances wher e t-bheiegoveaherdi dat e
own financial wellbeing. | expect that those Igwians whose community
commitmentsignals display personal sacrifice will be seen as more accountable because
they have actively placed the groupodés desi
own desire for personal gain, and can signal pasirecto show that accountability.

Canon (199¥finds that when black voters are confronted with the choice of two
black politicians in congressional districts with a black majohigtends to support the
Atraditional 0 bl ac k kctharehdrthe CiviMRightshMovementt s i n
over fAnew styleodo black politicians whose p
whose ties to the community are also not as easily traced (see Gillespie 2010). Canon
doesnot consider whait is about thes€ivil Rights politicians causes blacks to support
them over fAnew styleo black politicians. I
convey community commitment through their personal sacrifice engaging in protest and
demonstrations during the Civilights Movement.

But what does onedés involvement in the

il ndividual s? I contend that the signals of
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the Civil Rights Movement c¢commurealizedt es one
through past deeds in service of black individuals. Put another way, blacks demand more
from their leaders. Fighting racial inequality demands more than mere lip service. It
demands a politician who is willing to risk life and limb for the blaoknmunity. To be
sure, the Civil Rights Movement serves as the foundation for modern black political
incorporation, and the personal sacrifice required to bring about such change for the black
community symbolizes that the individual can be trusted to workehalf of and for the
betterment of the racial group.
Personal Sacrifice & Realized Accountability

Black politicians signal personal sacrifice when they reference an instance where
they havealreadyp | aced groupds interest above their
can include participation in protests or marches, but also include instances where
politicians c¢ ho o sbeingtovertheic mvmfmanaial welijeinge | we | |
theorize that pdiicians who signal personal sacrifice show a realized accountability to
the black communityThe social accountability mechanism of the black community is
meant to foster the mentality of furtherin
grouprdesst naltove oneds self interest, and I
black politicians embody that ideal. Personal sacrifice allows black politicians to show
bl ack voters that they have a hi swneelffy of p
interest for the purpose of helping the black community, even if it means risking their
lives or their jobs.

Returning to the story of Bobby Rush and Barack Obama in 2001, where Obama

claimed that Rushés tactecandfipebfissti neg

25



not enough for us just to protest police misconduct without thinking systematically about
how we're going to chRuough peapbonded $§&Veng
person who read about the civil rights pratesstd thinks he knows all aboud it helped
make that history, by bl ood, sweat, and te
personal sacrifice (i.e., the fAblood sweat
progress. With this messagRush was able to signal his realized accountability to the
black community by highlighting his physical sacrifices during the Civil Rights
Movement, but Obama was unsuccessful in doing so.

| argue that involvement in the Civil Rights Movement, like IRbad, offers
black voters a retrospective look at, not only what the candidate has done for the black
community, but also a sense that they know about the social accountability structure
blacks use to make sure the goals and norms of the black commemityamtained, and
use these past deeds as signals to communicate their realized accountability to the norms
and expectations of the racial group. But what of those who have not sacrificed for the
racial group, or for whom signaling sacrifice is politigatbstly? | suggest that for those
candidates, a reliance on their social connections to institutions or individuals within the
black community to show the potential accountability to the norms and expectations to

the racial group and its goals is a viglatbeit lesser, alternative

Social Connections

Social connection is another type of community commitment signal that conveys
oneds connection to the black community th
institutions, or symbols that have strong meanings and connections the racial group. |

positthat politicians who highlight their social connections to the racial group are able to
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convey to black individuals that they can be held accountable to the group by the
individuals or institutions with which they surround themselves.

| argue that black gibicians without the ability to invoke personal sacrifice for
the black community do this through social ties to the racial community. | concede that
these more indirect ties are less likely to demonstrate that the politician can be trusted in
the same wathat their Civil Rights Leader predecessors are, but it is my belief that if a
politician cannot signal personal sacrifice, they can show black voters that they are
connected to an individual or organization that black voters can trust to hold thagoliti

accountable then that politician will garner support froarammal constituents.

Social Connections & Potential Accountability
Social connection is another type of <co

connection to the black community through their relationship with individuals,
institutions, or symbols that have strong meanings to the racial group. | expect that black
politicians who have not personally sacrificed for the group will employ this type of
community commitment signal. | contend that those politicians who signal social
connections indicate the potential to plac
about fetter inclusion of blacks into the political arena.

During the 2008 presidential campaign, one of the critiques leveraged against then
Senator Obama was his experiential distance from African American experience.
Dicker son ( 20t0saythaa rCpuaenrsa tihsant6,t bl ack i s mer
virtue of his white American mom and his Kenyan dad who abandoned both him and
Ameri ca, he is an Amer i caMhispérceidedr i can 1 mmi
experiential distance between Obama and the struggayg blacks experienced led

many blacks to consider hi m Withoutshe de of t he
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knowl edge of the black communityodés nor ms a
could not be sure that he could be held accountable to the group.

To conbat this critique, Obama conveyed his social connection to the black
community through frequent discussions of
growing up in the Southside of Chicago to convey his connection and understanding of
the black Americaplight to black voters. Obama attempted to convey that, while some
may believe that he had not lived through struggles many within the black community
experience, he is connected to women who know itfiestd. | suggest that by cueing a
connectiontothb | ack community through his connect
is showing the black community that the co
his wife who has that experience and knowl
and thus an make him aware of what he should do in order to be seen as accountable by
black individuals

| theorize that black politicians are held accountable to the group by the use of
soci al sanctions, and that one@supparbfrorhi ty t
the black community. This is particularly true for those politicians who are unable to
signal personal sacrifice. Signals of social ties, or communicating a weaker link to the
racial group through social connections, black representatiegstaeshow that despite
their lack of sacrifice for the racial group, they are still subject to the group sanctions and
can be relied upon to further the political interests of the racial group. In short, if a
politician has social ties to the racial grdupck voters will believe that she is not

outside the collective reach of the group and can therefore be sanctioned by the group
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members with which she is associated shoul
expectations.

Returning to the questiorf bow young, more professionalized black politicians
without Civil Rights backgrounds can use community commitment as a signal, | theorize
that the focus on their social ties to the black community will serve as a necessary tool in
convincing black voters hat t hey will not only prioriti:

political interests, but they can also be held accountable to the group.

The Receivers: The Black Community
Black voters are the receivers of the signals sent by the black politicians. In low

information environments, which many voters find themselves in, black voters lack
certain information, and require the politician to relay that information to them by way of
certain signals. This work does not consider the role of variation within black
constituencies. Since this work is building off of existing literature and much of my

di ssertationd6s focus is on the signaling o
on the heterogeneity within the black electorate. That said, | acknowlealghé same

way that | expect black politicians to employ different ways of communicating
community commitment, | also expect that black voters with varying beliefs and
connections to the racial group will respond differently. | believe that future veork c
provide the theoretical and empirical analysis necessary to truly explain how variation
amongst black voters interacts with the ways the variety of behaviors and signals

employed by black politicians.

Conclusion
In this chapter, | offer a framework thugh which we can better understand the

effect of descriptive representation on the attitudes and behaviors of blacks. Specifically,
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| seek to address black political decisimaking in contexts in which the race and
partisan affiliation of the candidateealneld constant in order to investigate how the
signals and messages employed by these representatives can lead to changes in political
attitudes and behaviors in black voters. Existing work focuses on the physical similarities
between descriptive represatives and voters without much regard for the social aspects
of their connection. This approach to descriptive representation removes the ability to
interrogate how the variation across descriptive representatives might influence the
decisionmaking proceses of black voters. If we, as scholars, accept that race is a social
construction with both social and physical components then, when investigating the role
that race plays in descriptive representation, we must consider not only the physical
similarities, but also the social signals used by black politicians when explaining the
political implications of descriptive representation in various political contexts.

| assert that community commitment is a social signal used by black politicians to
convey thathey are trustworthy and/or accountable to the racial group as a theoretical
explanation and mechanism for why some black politicians are viewed as more
preferable than others. Community commitment offers a more nuanced understanding of
the social connerns between black voters and descriptive representatives by focusing
on how black voters respond to variation in signals used by black politicians. Those
politicians whose community commitment signals communicate that they can be trusted
to further the plitical interest of the racial group. Those politicians who use personal
sacrifice as a signal will be seen as more trustworthy. However, because all black
politician cannot show personal sacrifice for any number of politically motivated reasons,

| argue hat those representatives who cannot will use community commitment signals of
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social ties to the black community as a means by which to show that they can be held
accountable to the norms and expectations of the group.

The percept i on sstworthiness aw/@rraccoudtabiitgvilldeadts u
i ncreases in the candidateds affective eva
have towards the candidate. This is because black voters tend to look at the political
world through the lens of thracial group and thus expect that, as black individuals, black
politicians should work to make the political standing of black citizens better. However,
because the norms and expectations of the group are well defined, those politicians who
do not signalltat they are committed and can be trusted to furthering the interest of the
racial group are open to social sanctions and loss of political support.

While we can look at numerous examples that show that black voters giving
strong support for same racelificians, we lack the intellectual tools to be able to
explain what to expect in political contexts where candidates are both black and affiliated
with the Democratic Party. By understanding how black voters and politicians use social
connections to comtt with sameace voters, we may be able to provide a better
explanation for the strong support for descriptive representation we see among black

people other than fiitds because theydore bl

31



Chapter 3 Two Sides, Same CoinHow Community Commitment Signalafluence
Black Political Attitudes

The takeaways from the previous chapter are straightforward. We should not assume
that black votersdéd use of their -nmakngisal i de
solely based on skin color. Instead, we dth@onsider the existing social structures
within the black community, and explore how they inform the political considerations
black people make when choosing representatives. As argued in the last chapter, black
politicians, as members of the black comnmity, understand that the social accountability
structure is meant to ensure that black 1in
own and work to further the groupods politi
that they understand andrcbe held accountable to those expectations, black politicians
use either personal sacrifice or social tie community commitment signals to convey their
accountability.

In this chapter, | empirically test the community commitment signaling framework,
andoffer it as an alternative to the prevailing paradigm that explains why certain black
politicians are more successful than others in contexts where two black Democratic
candidates run against each other. Using an original experiment with 4afesified
black respondents, | test how black voters respond to the two community commitment
signals discussed in chaptergersonal sacrifice and social ties. The experimental results
indicate that while black individuals tend to evaluate candidates who useucityim
commitment signals more positively than those candidates who do not, there is little
difference in their candidate evaluations between the community commitment signals. As
it stands, contemporary literature offers a typology that, while informaéwes to

constrain the types of black politicians by the generation or time period into which they
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were born (i.e. traditional candidates tend to be older aneshde/candidates tend to be
younger). | contend that the community commitment framework#dyetter
alternative to the existing model by focusing on signals as strategies to convey
accountability as opposed to generational personas. This framework allows us to
understand not only how but why black voters support certain black politiciand lesgar

of their ageor background.

Canon and the Community Commitment Signaling Framework

The resul ts ®&dce, Raiistictihg, &ha Repres&rdation: The
Unintended Consequences of Black Majority Distrattggest that different kinds of
representational styles employed by black politicians have implications for whether or
not they gain support from black and white
then Supreme Court Jusdncemethabnaajordyrblack Day O6 Co
districts would lead to problems in the representation of whites in those districts, were not
true. He argues that because kimal of black politicians whareelected in districts with
a sizeable white population are not Hane as those who win in districts with a large
proportion of black voters.

In his explanation of these kinds of candidatesputéines two kinds of black
politicians in majority minority districts based on how they interact with and represent
the inteests of their black and white constituents. Traditional candidates an
individual who participated in the Civil Rights movement, has roots in the black
community, and is generally focused on issues that affect blacks in the district. In
general,thes candi dates subscribe to what Canon

which is a mindset where black politicians
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differences between the races as ventral for understanding power relations and exclusion,
andtos ee oneds primary constituency as bl ack
traditional candidates tend to be most successful when the district in which they are
running has a majority of black voters. Nstyle black candidates, on the other hand,
seekto build coalitions across racial lines. These kinds of candidates are proponents of
the fApolitics of commonality, o which Canon
biracial or nonracial terms. o He goes on t
different policy focus and a more pragmatic approach to the legislative process than is
true of the confrontational and symbolic approach adopted by many practitioners of a
politics ofd42di fferenceo (41

Generally, past authors, like Canon, have viebladk candidates as either
traditional or newstyle black candidates with different strategies for appealing, or not
appealing, to the black community. | argue that this typology oversimplifies the ways in
which black politicians are able to communicatéwilack voters by suggesting the
traditional and nevstyle ways of representation are temporally fixed. | argue that instead
of personas, we should consider how black politicians, regardless of the era from which
they come, can use certain signals to appethe black community. Put another way,
younger, more professionalized black politicians, who are often suggested to be more
interested in coalitionatembvemenssgnahbinng
gain success with black voters. Sianly, those black candidates with strong roots in the
Civil Rights movement can run coalitional or deracialized campaigns despite being seen
as more focused on the black community.

For example, after his 1984 Presidential run defeat, Jesse Jacksonantdmias

34



a very prominent member of the Civil Rights movement changed his campaign strategy.
AEven Jesse Jackson, t he-ciylrightsend, suleordinated ac e |
the strategies and issues of his second presidential campaigntacéatized quest for
inclusiondo (Walters and Smith 1999; 97) . I
he would be considered a more traditional candidate, he employedstybewstrategy.
Furthermore, current mayor of Newark, New Jersey, Ras Barakaften involved in
protests speaking out against police bruta
leaders to come and speak peacefully (Gonzalez 2014). Baraka is younger than his
counterparts with Civil Rights backgrounds but engaged in simitztegies that are
associated with black politicians who are perceived to be traditional. These examples
make it clear that the traditional/coalitional paradigm offered in existing literature like
Davi d ®ace, ®Redistacting, and Representation: Théntémded Consequences
of Black Majority Districtamay be too restrictive as we consider the ways in which black
politicians are able communicate with black voters.

The community commitment signaling framework, described in chapter 2, can
serve as an alteative to this current black politician typology. The framework allows us
to think about the different signals black politicians, regardless of their persona. The
personal sacrifice and social tie community commitment signals are not confined by the
periad within which a politician grew up and allows us to study how black voters respond
to these signals, no matter the age of the politician. In this chapter, | test how these
signals work to explain black individual preferences for certain black candidagtes o

others.
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Hypotheses
H1: | hypothesize that if a respondent perceives a strong sense of community

commitment from a signal, it will lead them to provide higher ratings for the candidate
across the measures of interest because the signal will convey a greater level of
accountabiliy to the black community and its interests.

H2: | expect the candidate who signals personal sacrifice will lead respondents to
perceive him as being more committed to the interests because of the costly nature of the

personal sacrifice signal.

Methods: Experimental Test

The use of experimental methodology permits me to vary the type of community
commitment signal in order to see how different kinds of community commitment affect
the way black politicians are evaluated by black voters. In their achaptexperimental
met hods in social science Arnoson et al (1
experimental method is that the causal relationship between variables can be determined
with much greater certaintyoemingiOcdmmunitAn e x p
commi t ment affects blacksdé voting decision
to subjects and observe its political effects.

Arnoson et al (1998) <cl ai m, ARandom ass
the sample sizesisufficiently large, researchers can be relatively certain that difference in
personalities or backgrounds. .. are distr.i
Il mportant when trying to isolate the indep
variale that all other factors are accounted for. Random assignment ensures that all
extraneous variables are evenly distributed across conditions allowing the researcher to

be confident that the effect is being produced by the treatment and no other potential
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confounding factors. Using an experiment is ideal to investigate this kind of inquiry
because it allows me to properly isolate the independent effect of community
commitment signals by varying the kinds of signals, which allows a higher level of

control than other methods.

Sample
Table 3.1 Demographic Characteristics of Full
Sample
Observations (N) 420
Sex
Male 205
Female 215

Party Identification (%)

Strong Democrat 51
Weak Democrat 18
Leaning Democrat 10
Independent 13
Leaning Republican 2
Weak Republican 1
Strong Republican 3
Ideology (%) 46
Liberal 40
Moderate 14
Conservative
Age 40 yearsld
Income $50,00059,999
Education Level Some College

Note: % Entries are rounded to the nearest whole
number, and there may not sum to 100.
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The experiment was conducted online using a national sé&ofiflsur hundred
and twenty selidentified Black/African American adults. The study was conducted
between August 7, 2016 and August 9, 2016. Participants in the study were 18 years of
age and oldefThe sample was collected using Survey Sampling Intemat(SSI),
which can provide the sample based on the
ability to procure a sample of black Americans that is large enough to provide me with
the statistical power to support my theoretical expectations and reakeadjzable
claims.The large sample size coupled with variation along region, gender, and age would
have been difficult to obtain through a conventional convenient sample, thus an SSI

sample allows me to make inferences beyond a particular locale ogagyhiz group.

Procedures
At the onset subjects read through the statement of consent, and either provide

their consent by clicking AYeso or M@ANo. O
i nvited to exit the survey. Those who sel
quesions. They will be asked their age, education level, the state in which they reside and
their sex. Subjects will then read a brief instructional statement saying that they will be
shown a candidate profile of Samuel Monroe who is running for officecarkihly for

feedback. The choice to use a fictitious candidate removes any prior information a
respondent might use to evaluate the candidate. With a fictitious candidate | have more
control over the type of information the respondents are consideringevh&rating the
politician. .

Subsequently, subjects are randomized into 1 of 3 experimental conditions

Control, Social Ties Community Commitment Signal, and Personal Sacrifice Community

8 SS| uses matching to acquire a requestatiple that reflects the demograplots nationally represented
population of Afican Americans.

38



Commitment Signal, which will be embedded in a statement fromitolict candidate,

Samuel Monr oe. Each profile includes a pi
affiliation, and an fAAbout Meo0 statement,
manipulation in each of the experimental conditions.
Table32Textof Samuel Monroeds Statemert
Control® Social Ties Personal Sacrifice
| seek to be a creative Growing up, my parents were | have given my blood, sweat,
and compassionate members of an organization and tears to bring justice to the
leader who offers a fres that focused on bringing social, black community, and | will
perspective on how we, economic, and political march, protest, and go to jail if
as Americans, can unite equality to black people. it means bringing equality to
| want the work 1 do in  During that time, they showed our people. | will continue to
office to alter the me not only how much fight tirelessly because we
political landscape in  injustice black people endured, deserve more, and cannot wait
such a way that it but also the good work being forthefipower s t ha
benefits all citizens. done to assist those who are in it to us. | seek to be a creative
the constant struggle for and compassionate leader who
fairness.| seek to be a creative offers a fresh perspective on ho
and compassionate leader who we, as Americans, can unite. |
offers a fresh perspective on hc want the work | do in office to
we, as Americans, can unite. | alter the political landscape in
want the work | do in office to  such a way that it benefits all
alter the political landscape in  citizens.
such a way that it benefits all
citizens
Table3.2pr ovi des the exact wording of Monro

commitment and control conditionBo ensure that any effect in the treatment conditions

is because of the addition of the community commitment signal, the language for the

social tie and personal sacrifice signals is added to the control. Making this choice makes

9 The text in the Control condition presents a conservative control because some could perceive that

Monr oeods

statement

referencing

ffal ter[ing] the

as inclusive of blacks, and thus showing sgommitment to helping the community.
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it clear that any variadn in the signal conditions is because of the added language and
not because the language in the control condition was removed.

The additional statement used in the personal sacrifice community commitment is
based on a statement from Chicago, lllinois gfessman Bobby Rush, and signals
personal sacrifice because the politician speaks of his personal sacrifice and struggle to
bring his commitment to the black community is one created by his own action.

Subjects in the social ties community commitment ineatt will read a statement
derived from a quote from then Newark, New Jersey Mayor Cory Booker that signals
social connections to his parents who show commitment to the black community. His
commitment to the black community is one by association witharisnps, and not one
created by his own action.

Outcome Measures

The goal of this chapter is to understand how community commitment signals
af fect candidate evaluations. Extant work
decisions are based orlaathments and those attachments lasteong influence on
peopl edbs desire to vote for a candidate (L
following affective outcome measures:

1. Community Commitmentn order to test whether respondents perceive

community c¢commit me nBased dnthe igformatioa yoa lsakee d , g
read, on a scale of 0 to 10, how committed do you think Samuel Monroe is to
interests that are important to the black community? 0 being "Not at all

Committed" and 10 being "Very Commite 6 Thi s variabl e is

variable used in the analysis as it shows whether or not the perceptions of
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3.

>

Results

Samuel Monroeds community commitment ¢
spoke about what he would do for black people. All subsequent analysis is

built on whether or not the respondents believe the candidate to be committed

to the black community based on his rhetoric.

Trustworthinesst he r espondentsd rating of the

a scale of 0 to 10 wher e i0s ifBEXitNrod malty
Trustworthyo.

Helpfulnessii | f y o u h a d SamuepWatlabelowddrdo sorheshing

about, do you think he would be very helpful, somewhat helpful, or not very

hel pful ?0 with the following response

ASemhat Hel pful, o AVery Helpful.o

Willingness to Supportvillingness to support is measdren a scale from-1

10 where 1 is ANot at All Wi llingo and

This chapter examines whether community signals convince voters that the

candidate is committed to their community. | am also interested in examining whether

these signals have downstream effects to candidate evaluations. To test my predictions, |

employ aseries of tests to compare the means of the variables of interests across the

experimental conditions. This statistical method allows for a clear comparison of the

effect of the particular type of community commitment signal. | also examine the effect

community commitment signals have on the percentage of individuals within each

experimental treatment that perceive or evaluate Samuel Monroe positively. This offers a

different perspective on the influence community commitment signals have on
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I ndi v atitudes brel 6ehaviors by looking at how many within each condition view

the candidate positively.

Figure 3.1
Mean Differences in Samuel Wallace's Perceived Community Commitment by Experimental Condition
(N=420; 95% Cls)

o |
=

8.02** 7.99**

Perceived Community Commitment
6
1

Social Ties Personal Sacrifice

Control

Experimental Condition

Note: *p<.05; **p<.01. Significance tests are ttaled and relative to the
Control Conditon.
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Figure 3.2

Percentage of Respondents who Perceive Candidate as Committed by Experimental Condition
(N=351)

100

Percent of Respondents

Control Social Ties Personal Sacrifice

Experimental Condition

Note: *p<.05; **p<.01. Significance tests are ttaled and relative to the
Control Condition.

The first affective measure | test is one that asks respondents whether or not they
believe the candidate is committed to the interests of the black community. This measure
displays whether black individuals are perceiving that the candidate cares &boiacth

community, and Figure3.1 and3.2 demonstrate that indeed black individuals do

perceive differences in a candidatebs | eve

when he uses community commitment signals and when he does not (the control
condtion). Social ties and personal sacrifice by a black politician conveys a greater
prioritization of the black communityods
condition (H1). Indeed, the results shown in FigBifeconfirm an important part of my
theoretical argument; social ties and personal sacrifice signals lead respondents to

changes in how black candidates are perceived.
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Based on the findings displayed in Fig@r#, those individuals who read about
Samuel Monr oeds s tcawera Inintolveel inb @vilights parent w
organization perceived him to be the most committed to the interests of the black
community (M= 8.02; p<.01) relative to the control condition. Moreover, when Samuel
Monroe invoked his own personal sacrifice for thecklcommunity and its political
advancement, participants perceived his commitment to the community higher relative to
the control condition (M=7.99; p<.01), and nearly equal to that of the social ties signal
treatment. Moreover, the percentages of indigid who felt that Monroe was committed
to the interests of the black community offer similar results. For example, 89.5 percent of
the respondents in the social ties condition perceived him as committed, and 88.2 percent
of those in the personal sacrificendition had the same perception. These results are
both substantively meaningful as the increase in the percentage of individuals who
perceive Monroe as committed increases by more than 15 percentage points for each of
the experimental conditions. Thaye also statistically significant different from the
control condition (p<.01).

These findings are inconsistent with my assertion in H2, which claimed that when
Samuel Monroe discussed his own personal sacrifices for the sake of the black
community, hevould be seen as the most committed to the black community. However,
the difference in perception of Samuel Mon
community commitment signals is substantively negligible, and statistically
indistinguishable from 0. | spe@ié that this could indicate that black voters require
more context to be able to make distinctions between the community commitment

signals.
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The findings shown in Figuresl & 3.2 suggest that the way in which a black
politician talks about his connéat to the black community does have an effect on how
black individuals view how committed he is to the political problems that plague the
bl ack community. These results suggest a d
thatrace wastheonlyvarb |l e pr edi ct i n g fotalpditrd candioldtee r s 6 s u
(Tate 2004). If that were true, there would be no difference in the perceived commitment
of the candidate based on the sighals he employed. But what are the implications of being
perceived tde more committed to the black community? Do they lead to variation in

evaluative measures commonly ascribed to descriptive representatives?

Figure 3.3

Mean Differences in Perceived level of Commitment by Experimental Condition
(N=420; 95% Cls)

o
s

8.00**
-

6.94

0

Perceived Level of Commitment to Black Community

Control Community Commitment

Experimental Conditions

Note: **p<.01; *p<.05. Significance tests are thgled and relative the Control
condition
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Figure 3.4

Percentage of Respondents who Perceived Candidate as Committed by Experimental Condition

Percent of Respondents

40
L

Control Community Commitment

Experimental Condition

Note: **p<.01; *p<.05. Significance tests are thgled and relative the Control
condition

As shown in Figure3.1 and 3.2 variation in rhetoric thatonveyed social ties or
personal sacrifice did not lead participants to make a distinction in their perceptions of
Samuel Monr oeds community commitment. As
those individuals who are in the social ties and perssecrifice conditions into a
community commitment condition. Since there is no difference in perception in
commitment between social ties and personal sacrifice, then | do not expect there to
differences in any of the other subsequent outcome varigdlebow both of the
community commitment conditions combined and find that, relative to the control

experimental condition (M=6.94), perceptions of his community commitment experience

10 please see the appendix of this chapter to see all of the subsequent analysis that will
show the impact gbersonal sacrificeandsocial connectioeommunity commitment
signals
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a statistically significant increase (M=8.00; p<.01) when he employsncionty
commitment signiang. As with Figure 3.2we see that 88.8 percent of individuals in a
community commitment experimental condition felt the candidate was believed the
candidate was committed to the issues and interests of the black community. (p<.01)

The findings indicate that black polit]i
they are committed to their community. Skin color does convey this information as the
control condition demonstrates, but a politician highlighting his social ties somuedr
sacrifice only increases blacksd perceptio
glance, these results show that skin color is not enough for black voters to believe a
representative to be interested in working towards a solution to thepsaitical
problems black Americans face. But what are the implications of being perceived to be
more committed to the black community? Do these perceptions translate into the
candidate being evaluated more positively?

Figure 3.5

Mean Differences in Willingness to Support Candidate by Experimental Condition
(N=420; 95% Cls)

o
N

© 7.36"
6.77

Willingness to Support

Control Community Commitment

Experimental Condition

a7



Note: **p<.01; *p<.05. Significance tests are thaled and relative the Control

condition
Figure 3.6
Percentage of Respondents Willing to Support Candidate by Experimental Condition
(N=335)
8 -
&
2 o
8 @
@
2
8
5 9
8 -
o

Control Community Commitment
Experimental Condition

Note: **p<.01; *p<.05; +=p<.10. Significance tests aretaibed and relativéhe
Control condition

Those respondents who were randomly placed into the experimental conditions
where community commitment was signaled indicate a greater willingness to support
Samuel Monroe. Specifically, when Samuel Monroe signals community commitme
(M=7.36; p<.05) relative to the control, respondents are more willing to support him.
Additionally, a higher percentage of individuals were willing to support Monroe when he
signaled some level of commitment to the black community (p<.10) when contpared
those who read Monroeds statement that did
These results affirm the suppositions made by Stout (2015) by showing us that, for black

voters all black politicians are not treated in the same way based on naeeBato
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conveying a sense of community commitment, blacks are more supportive of the
candidate than if this information is not
ability to persuade voter to support his candidacy and not Obama. He signaled his
commitment to the community, and blacks responded by voting for him.

Figure 3.7

Mean Differences in Candidate's Perceived Trustworthiness by Experimental Condition
(N=420; 95% Cls)

10

8
1

7.28"

6

Perceived Trustworthiness
4
1

Control Community Commitment

Note: *p<.01; *p<.05; +=p<.10. Significance tests aretabed and
relative the Control condition
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Figure 3.8

Percentage of Respondents Willing to Trust Candidate by Experimental Condition
(N=339)

100
L

80
N

Percent of Respondents

Control Community Commitment

Experimental Condition

Note: **p<.01; *p<.05. Significance tests are thaled and relative to the
Control condition.

The results in Figurd.7 show that the perceptions of trust are not equal across all
of the experimentalanditions. Instead, the perceptions of trust when community
commitment (M=7.28) is signaled leads respondents to see Monroe asustwerthy
(p<.05) relative to the control condition (M=6.83). Politicians who actively signal some
connection to, or sadice on behalf of, the racial group experience an increase in how
trustworthy they appear to gacial voters. Figur8.8 shows that, despite not reaching
statistical significance, a higher percentage of individuals in the community commitment
conditions lad a greater willingness to trust Samuel Monroe. This is a meaningful
contribution to our understanding of black voting behavior because it suggests that black
voters are more inclined to trust individuals who signal some kind of commitment to the

racial goup. It appears that statements with signals of commitment to the racial group
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carry more weight with black voters than statements that do not. Indeed, the results
shown thus far tell a different story about the burden of proof placed on black descriptive
representatives. Showing some commitment to the black community is important for
candidates who desire to gain a greater share of support from black voters.

Figure 3.9

The Mean Differences in Candidate's Perceieved Helpfulness by Experimental Condition
(N=420; 95% Cls)

2.29*

Perceived Helpfulness

Control Community Commitment

Experimental Condition

Note: **p<.01; *p<.05; +=p<.10Significance tests are twailedand relative the
Control @ndition
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Figure 3.10

Percentage of Respondents Who Believe the Candidate will be Helpful by Experimental Condition
(N=109)

100
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Percent of Respondents
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Experimental Condition

Note: **p<.01; *p<.05; +=p<.10. Significance tests are-#aibed and relative the
Control condition

Tate (2004) finds that blacks who are represented p@al representatives are
perceived as being more helpful to the community. To test whether or not perceptions of
community commitment influence perceptions
Respondestwere asked you had a problem that Samuel Monroe could do something
about, do you think he would be very helpful, somewhat helpful, or not very helpful?

The results in Figurd.9 indicate that community commitment (M=2.29; p<.05)
|l eads to greater perceptions of Samuel Mo n
Figure3.10al so shows a 12.2 percentage point in
helpfulness (p<.05) relative to therdrol condition. These findings are consistent with
the results in Figures 3 and 4. They make it clear that showing some commitment to the
black community leads to more positive perceptions of a descriptive representative across

numerous affective dimermsis.
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Figure 3.11

Mean Differences in Candidate Affective Attachment by Experimental Condition
(N=420; 95% Cls)

0.70*
0.65

Affective Attachment

Control Community Commitment

Experimental Condition

Note: **p<.01; *p<.05; +=p<.10. Significance tests are-#aibed and relative the
Control condition
Figure 3.12

Percentage of Respondents with Positive Affect towards Candidate by Experimental Condition
(N=351)

Percent of Respondents
60 80 100
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Control Community Commitment

Experimental Condition

Note: **p<.01; *p<.05; +9<.10. Significance tests are ttaled and relative the
Control condition
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Figures3.11 & 3.12show the effect of community commitment on a composite
measure comprised of the trustworthiness, knowledgeability, and helpfulness m&asures.
What we see is #t subjects in the community commitment condition (M=0.7; p<.05)
have a higher level of affective attachment to Samuel Monroe relative to those
individuals who were in the control condition (M=.65). The figure also shows that a high
percentage of respondsnn the community commitment conditions held positive
affective evaluations towards Monroe (p<.05) when compared to those individuals who
were not exposed to a community commitment signal. This finding suggests that when
community commitment is signaléd blacks, they have more positigealuationdo the
candidate, which generally leads to more positive affective evaluations and a greater
willingness to support the candidate.

Discussion

All'in all, these findings reveal that signals of community commitment lead to an
increase in how committed, trustworthy, and helpful black voters believe a black
representative to be. More to the point, when a candidate uses either kind of community
commiment signal, black voters are more willing to support him. Moreover, the results
i ndicate that blacks use other considerat:.
determine if he/she represent their interests. Politicians who convey a commitment to
ther grouparerewarded in a myriad of ways.

Candidates who signaled personal sacrifice did not receive the highest
evaluations, relative to the control or the social tie community commitment signal, which

disproves hypothesis 3. This expectation stemmed fre belief that the invocation of

11 Alpha Cranbach coefficient= .74
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personal sacrifice on the part of the repr
advancement would resonate more with black voters, and thus lead to a perception of

higher levels of community commitment as wellraore positive evaluations. Instead,

the experimental condition in which Samuel Monroe signals community commitment

through social ties led him to be rewarded with higher evaluations. While there is a slight
substantive difference between the socialde$ personal sacrifice signals, in isolation

black Americans are not making any meaningful distinctions between the two kinds of
community commitment.

While we see the social ties community commitment signal works more
effectively, it could be that my pdéction about the influence of the personal sacrifice is
only made salient when two black representatives are running against each other, or that
the experimental treatment was not effective. In this study, participants are seeing these
two signals of commnity commitment in insolation, and it is not clear whether the
respondents have an opponent in mind when they are evaluating the perception of
community commitment to the black community. Indeed, participants could be
considering a white candidate, whiicitroduces a host of other factors such asgoatp
resentment or a higher level of distrust for white politicians that might explain why there
is very little distinction between the personal sacrifice and social ties signals of
community commitment. Thats t o say, that when evaluatin
commitment to the black community, if respondents are making a mental comparison to
an outgroup candidate then any form of community commitment would be welcome,

and rewarded in similar ways.
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Hypothesis Wwas affirmed because Samuel Monroe was perceived to have the
highest level of community commitment when he signaled social ties, and subsequently
was rewarded with the highest evaluations across every measure of affective attachment
and political supportThese results affirm that the individual who is seen as being the
most committed will garner higher levels of support. This confirms the argument about
the influence and power of community commitment. This consistency in support for the
community commitmetrsignals suggests that when a black representative shows she is
committed to the furthering the interests of the black community they experience a boost
in support. This is meaningful as it, once again, shows how black voters make
distinctions between btk politicians, and those who show they are accountable to the
black community through community commitment signaling are consistently viewed
more positively.

Conclusion
Within the study of black politics, there are very few works that tackle the

political decisioamaking process of black voters in contexts where they have to choose
between two coacial cepartisan candidates. The counterfactual to this line of

guestioning is that the influence of community commitment signaling makes no
difference. Overallthis chapter proves that counterfactual is false by showing under what
circumstances, and the ways in which using a personal sacrifice and social ties signals of
community commitment has the ability to change the way black politicians are evaluated.
Thouwgh | do not directly test, in this chapter, how the signals affect black attitudes when
presented with an electoral context where two black candidates run against one another, |
am able to show that when a candidate signals community commitment theyrare mo

likely to receive higher evaluations from black voters.
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In this chapter, | take the first empirical step in understanding whether and how
community commitment signals influence candidate evaluations as well as black voter
behavior and attitudes. | uttiately find that black voters do make distinctions in their
evaluations of candidates based on whether, or not, the candidate uses community
commit ment signals. While this chapterds e
social ties or personal saacé signals are most influential. Indeed, the results from this
chapter show that even when a black representative provides more information than just a
picture, as done in the control condition, it is not enough to provide the same support as
candidates wo show community commitment. This chapter builds on that framework by
providing an experimental test to show the
when reviewing a coacial candidate. This preliminary test of my framework implies that
it is notabout which generation a candidate is a part of, but rather how he signals his
commitment to the racial group.

In chapter 2, | posit that the reason certain community commitment signals are
more effective at garnering support from black voters is bec¢aagecommunicate
higher levels of accountability to the racial group and its political goals. The results of
this study do not offer strong support for that particular facet of my argument but do
show that when either of the community commitment signalsised, black voters
evaluate candidates more favorably. | contend that this is because of the perceived
accountability conveyed by those signals. However, it could be that the accountability
mechanism | contend exists in the community commitment framesggrkres more

than just a statement from a candidate.
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While in isolation there appears that black Americans make no distinctions
between personal sacrifice and social ties community commitment signals broadly, |
believe this requires further testing wah experiment that puts two candidates head to
head. I n this chapterds experiment, the ne
racial group is diminished because there is no reason to believe that the candidate might
lack accountability. Howeverithe common political context in which two candidates
are running against one another, and doubt
interests of the black community, | believe that the conveyance of accountability will
play a larger part in howandidates are evaluated. When participants have to choose
between two descriptive representatives, that | believe the distinctions will be made
between these two types of community commitment styles. This provides a more
conservative test of my theoryrdm this design, we can determine if a community
commitment signal will put one black candidate over another black candidate.

To assess this assumption the experimental design in the next chapter will
operationalize accountability and expand on persaulfice and social tie community
commitment signals. This experimental expansion will build on the results of this study
by seeing if different kinds of personal sacrifice or social ties lead to different
evaluations. Now that | have established thatlblaaters do respond differently to
community commitment signals, the next chapter will help us understand how
highlighting oneds accountability to the r

commitment signals alters how black voters respond.
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Chapter 4 Prove It How Variation inCommunity Commitment Signals Influersce
Black Political Behavior

I n the | ast chapter, | examined whether
varied when exposed to different community commitment signals. In this chapter, |
conside how differences within each community commitment signal affect black
political considerations when an opponent
the black communitydés political i nterests.
nuan@s of community commitment signaling by situating the experimental test in a
primary election context. | find that when a candidate references his physical sacrifice for
the racial group in his community commitment signal, black respondents rewarded him
with the highest evaluations on average. Moreover, a higher percentage of individuals
who read an article about the candidateods
relative to those respondents who read an article about a candidate who die aot u
community commitment signal at all. These results underscore the importance of
exploring black political considerations in contexts where race and partisanship, two wide
used and heavily studied heuristics, are held constant.

The findings in this chater suggest that black people desire and reward
candidates who convey a high level of accountability to the racial group through the use
of particular community commitment signals, in this case a signal of physical sacrifice.
Put another way, black votease not willing to support, trust, or believe-azial
candidates solely on the grounds that they are black, but instead prefer those who are
willing to make costly sacrifices for the sake of political progress for the black
community. Though these remilemonstrate that candidates with the ability to signal a

physical sacrifice in order to show that their accountable to the racial group are at an
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advantage, they also provide alternatives to those candidates who may not be able to
show accountability tough the use of sacrifice signals. When examining the decision
making processes of black voters, we should not only consider the role that racial identity
plays, but also account for the unique squiditical structures, such as social

accountability, tat inform those processes.

Race and Black Candidate Evaluations

In chapter 2, | posit that black voters look to support candidates who they believe
to be accountable to the racial group and its desire for greater political inclusion. As black
individualswho come from within the black community, black politicians know about
the social accountability structure and employ certain community commitment signals to
communicate their accountability. Those candidates whose signals communicate higher
levels of acountability will receive higher evaluations from black individuals. To
thoroughly test these claims, | have to examine the ways in which black voter
considerations change based on the varying levels of accountability conveyed by
different community commitent signals black politicians can employ.

Though there is a wide array of work within existing political science research on
evaluations of black candidates, much of that work investigates the contexts and factors
that make white voters either positivelynegatively evaluate black candidates. Some
white voters use skin color as a determinant in their evaluations of black politicians
offering their most negative evaluations to dakknned black politicians (Terkildsen
1993). Others consider the blackdand at e6s campai gn strategy e
(Citrin et al. 1990). For some whisgrong Democratghe interaction between racial

prejudice and partisanship results in a decision conflict where these strong partisans who
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have high levels of racial pjudice must decide to tow the party line or allow their

prejudice to inform their vote (Krupnikov and Piston 2014).

Black Voters & Black Candidates

Despite the wide variety of methodological and theoretical explanations offered
for how and why white voters view black candidates in various ways, there is very little
work done on how black voters view their@arial candidates based on different
messamg strategies. This oversight within political science is problematic because it
leads scholars and pundits alike to continue the premise that black voters, a very
influential and prominent voting bloc, make political choices based on race without
discusing the nuances and sophistication within black racial identity.

What we do know about the relationship between black voters and black
representatives comes very heavily from the work on descriptive representation, which
tells us that black voters not gnprefer irgroup representatives over outgroup, but tend
to feel more empowered (Bobo and Gilliam 1990), are more inclined to trust and believe
that the candidate is more harals (Tate 2004). This research while informative is not
sufficient to fully exgain why certain black politicians are seen as more preferable than
others. | contend that this literature offers very little insight into this particular question
because much of the data used in existing descriptive representation literature relies on
observational data, which means that most of the responses are from individuals who are
already being represented by black representatives. This presents an endogeneity problem
because it is unclear whether the positive evaluations often given to descriptive
representatives by black voters are because the candidate has done something to gain

their trust after gaining office, or wheth
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prior while campaigning. In other words, how can we know whether the péoie
think a descriptive representative is Amor
based on something he did once already in office? Moreover, we do not know the voting
calculus or considerations made by black voters when choosing a candsigte dd;
existing work only provides what they think of the candidate once he has been voted into
office. This lack of clarity makes it difficult for scholars to investigate the factors black
voters take into consideration before they choose to suppotitamdtely vote for a
candidate.

In this chapter, | use my community commitment signaling framework to address
these questions, and further our understanding of how black people viawialo
candidate. In chapter 2, | offer two kinds of community cotnrant signal§ personal
sacrifice and social ties and test the effects of these signals on black behavior in chapter
3, and find that black individuals do not make distinctions between the signals. However,
| contend that within these two kinds of signidere is variation in the ways candidates
can signal personal sacrifice or social ties that may bring out more variation in black
behavior and attitudes that the broader test of the two signals in chapter 3 could not. In
this chapter, | go a step furthend delve deeper into the influence of the personal
sacrifice and social tie community commitment signals by varying the ways in which

each signal can be employed.

Nuance within Community Commitment Signaling
Given that extant research shows bl ack

representatives with roots in the Civil Rights Movement, | refer to the Civil Rights
Movement and its leaders, to investigate any nuance that exists within the personal

sacrifice andsocial ties community commitment signals. As discussed in chapter 3, |
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contend that while the individuals who were active in the Civil Rights Movement are
important figures in the black community, it is their actions that resonated with black
individuals.Moreover, these actions are not only found in those individuals who
participated in the movement, but rather are epitomized in those women and men. With
this in mind, | will extrapolate aspects of Civil Rights leaders to better understand how
and why thes leaders were able to garner such strong support from the black community,

and how others might emulate these aspects in their own appeals to black voters.

Personal Sacrifice
The type of sacrificial behavior that is often associated with civil rightietsa

who were known to sacrifice their physical (Chong 1999) and financial (Williams 2007)
welkbei ng for the sake of the black communit
serves as a lens through which black voters view the efficacy of blackiaoliti As
discussed in chapter 2, | believe that politicians who signal a personal sacrifice use these
signals to convey a realized accountability by referencing the things they have already
done to further the political interests of the black communibte personal sacrifice
signal conveys realized accountability because the signal communicates that they have
already done the work for which blacks hold each other accountablerease political
inclusion of blacks.

An example of physical sacrifice ésstatement like that made by Bobby Rush in
2001 where he references giving his Ablood
physical sacrifice community commitment signal because he uses this narrative to make
it clear that he put his physical wéléing on the line for the sake of gaining equality for
the black community. Another example of a physical sacrifice signal can be found on the

online biography of Congressman John Lewis. His biography siafess s pi t e mor e t
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40 arrests, physical attacks asw®tious injuries, John Lewis remained a devoted advocate
of the philosophy of nonviAgdineweses that lewww. h o u
signals the physical sacrifices he made for the black community by highlighting his
arrests, physical attacks,damjuries. These signals used by Rush and Lewis highlight the
ways in which we see black politicians utilizing their past physical sacrifices to inform
black voters about what they have done to further the political interests and inclusion of
the black community.

However, every candidate has not put their physicatbestig on the line to
further the interests of the racial group. Indeed, for some Civil Rights leaders the sacrifice
came from not having stable or sustainable forms of income while d@ngditk to
create a more equitable political landscape for black Americans, | call these kinds of
sacrifices financial sacrifices.

Barack Obamaédés time as a community orga
serves as an example of a financial sacrifice.dd¢egnized that membership into the
bl ack community was attained through Aorga
desire to work within these communities was borne out of both a desire to help, but also
establish himself as black community memberg@h 1995). Obama earned
approximately $10,000 a year during his time as an organizer, and worked in
communities that were often underserved (Kovaleski 2008). This is an example of
financial sacrifice because Obama could have taken a job doing almoshgraytiiit
would have paid him more money, but instead he took a job that paid him just the poverty
line (census.gov) so that he could work in a majority black area and work with the black

individuals and organizations of the South Side.
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Another exampleisle war k , New Jerseyds mayor Cory
projects during much of his tenure. Booker was making $130,721 and living in buildings
without heat and water. Booker claims that his decision was to save and restore the
neighborhood to its foral glory (Jacobs 2006). Again, Booker had the means to live in
any other place in the city both because he was the mayor and because he had the income,
and instead he |ived among the cityds poor
and property owers to keep the properties functioning. Like physical sacrifices,
signaling a financial sacrifice shows onebo
above their individual interests to make the black community better. Whether it be
working to helpcreate coalitions across majority black areas or living in poor parts of a
city to ensure peopleds buildings are not
decisions that they believed would help the black community.

Though financial sacrificesarenot@o st | y because-bangieds phy
not be threatened, the still show a realized accountability because they are actions that
were taken to improve the standing of the black community. If, as previous research
details, black individuals hold eacther accountable for the sake of strengthening the
black community, then choices like the ones made by Obama and Booker meet that

standard because both mends decisions seem

communities in their citie®

121t is important to note that | am not making an argument that the choices Booker or
Obama made were genuine or without consideration of the potential political rewards of
their choices. My argument is that these particular signals can communicate a realized
accountability to black voters and, regardless of the signalers intent, can influence the
way the candidate is viewed by-cacial constituents.
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Social Ties
In addition to the variation within personal sacrifice signals, there are also

differences in how one can signal social ties to the black community. Indeed, Civil Rights
leaders had very strong social connections to the black community through black
organkations like the black church (Dawson 1994; Williams 1999). An additional
component worth investigating that has become more common amongst younger, more
politically professionalized black representatives is the use of individuals such as parents
or spouss. This is an important perspective to include in this because as Civil Rights
politicians continue to leave office, their strategies and tactics may persist, but we must
consider how younger black politicians also seek to connect with the racial group.

Il n chapter 2, | offered the example of
and wife and daughters in order to show how candidates can use personal connections to
individuals to show a potential accountability. He often discussed how his wife and
daughters were descendants from enslaved Africans, and thus had a greater understanding

of the social norms of the black community despite his not being socialized within the

community himself. To show how the iIimporta
writes, A[w]hile Obamadbs background may ha
identify with, his wife Michellebbs more co
speaking to AfricatAmer i can communitieso (23). Why is

badground that resonated with African American communities? | contend that the
reason Michell edbs voice was Akeyo because
the norms and expectations of the group in ways her husband could not.

The bl ac k ssociahaneounialiility 8tructure was created to ensure that
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members of the community made political de
i nclusion (Walton 1985). Obamadés social ti
accountability becauseshs not highlighting something that he has done, but rather a
connection that informs his understanding of what the black community expects from
him as a group member and a perspective group representative. If, as the literature tells
us, black individua hold each other accountable by way of sanctions (Walton 1985;
White et al. 2014, Laird et al. 2017), Oba
racial group member, suggests that he has the potential to be held accountable to the
group through he

In addition to the individual level of social connection black politicians signal to
black voters to show their accountability to the group, they can also highlight their
connection to an organization of institution that has strong roots in theddagkunity.
During the Civil Rights Movement, leaders were often associated with numerous
organizations that worked to bring about the end of racial injustice. In fact, even in
contemporary times black politicians highlight their connections to organization
Numerous prominent black politicians like G.K. Butterfield, former chairmen of the
Congressional Black Caucus, heavily highlights his connection to the NAACP. | contend
that using a community commitment signal t
organzation like the NAACP communicates the potential for accountability because
organizations like the NAACP are known for the work they do on behalf of the black

community to bring about racial justice.

Hypotheses
H1: | expect that black voters wilespond more positively when the community

commitment signal is one of personal sacrifice than when it is a social ties signal.
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Hla: Between the physical and financial personal sacrifice community
commitment signals, | expect that the personal sacrifgpgasis most
effective in leading black voters to positively view theraoial candidate.
H2: Between the individual and institutional social ties community commitment
signals, | expect that the institutional social tie will lead to more positive
evaluaions.
H3: | hypothesize that when no community commitment signal is employed black

voters will give the candidate the lowest evaluation.

Methods
| begin with an overview of the experimental design which operationalizes a

candidateds accountability by varying the
send. | follow with a discussion of both the general expectations of the experiment along
with the specific hypotheses | have for each of the five experimental conditions. The

results and analysis from the experiment show that those candidates who signal physical
sacrifice are more likely to garner support across numerous outcome measures. |

concluce with a discussion of the implications of the results for what we know about
descriptive representations and black political behavior broadly as well as what will come

in the next

chapter.

Experimental Context
This is an important question given thatcampaigns, it is rare that a candidate

appeals to voters without an opponent casting doubt on his/her ability to represent the
votersodé interests. l ndeed, in past electio

guestion their slagyterepresent blackimgrests Eon éxample, a b i
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during the 2000 lllincis%td i st ri ct congressional race anol
opponent s, state Senator Donne Trotter cal
2007) suggesting that Obama wasluhae t o represent the distri
himself was not blackRVhile strong statements like this were not commonplace, the
skepticism about a candidateds ability to
races. Moreover, in racegere both candidates were black, accusations based on the
strength of onebés racial identity are not
mayoral election and 2000 CongWdissit)i onal pr

By not giving black respmlents anything to doubt about areeial candidate
who signals commitment to the racial group
offered no reason for them to believe that a candidate, who signaled commitment, was
anything but accountable to the i@@roup and its political interests. To remedy this, the
experimental design in this chapter includes a slight fromracal opponent which
presents a context in which the potential candidate, Reginald Washington, has to prove
his accountability by seling a community commitment signal to potential constituents.
Design

My aim is to determine the causal effects of certain community commitment
signals to voters from eracial candidates. Setting the experimental test in the context of
a campaign wherdé candidate is vying for support from voters who know little about
him, and thus their evaluations of him are based solely on the information provided
allows me to control the information provided to participants. Moreover, | can isolate the
effect of diferent community signals and determine whether the use of signals is the

causal mechanism that leads to certain black politicians gaining support over others.
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The procedure of this experiment is similar to the one in chapter 3. For instance,
subjects read brief instructional statement saying that they will be shown an article
about a House of Representatives hopeful Reginald Washington, a fictitious candidate,
who is considering running for office, and speaking out against the allegation that he is
Aparft the white Democratic establishment, O
Moseley.Inspiration for this the use of this allegation comes from the Rush/Obama
example used in this dissertationds introd
leveragedgai nst Obama by Rush walberdhi s connectic
establishmentodo by virtue of the compositio
vy League education (Kleine 2000).

Placing this experimental design in the context of a campaigusaiite to create
a context in which a politicianbds account a
and requires him to have to send a community commitment signal that shows his
accountability. In each of the experimental conditions, the candidater e s ponse t o
opponent6s slight shows him explaining the
black communityl observe the changes in behavior and attitudes based on the different
community commitment signals, but do not directly measure whbthek individuals
perceived that the candidate would be held accountable to the racial group because |
believe those perceptions to be latent. The reason for not directly measuring perceived
accountability | posit that the norms and expectations ofldekltommunity are deeply
engrained for many within the community that they do not consciously recognize that the
signals sent by politicians are meant to show accountability but alter their attitudes

towards the candidate because of them. This is sitoilhat White et al. (2014) do in
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not directly measumg whether the respondents in their experiments felt that they had

been socially sanctioned, instead creating contexts in which individuals felt that actions
counter to group norms mightleadtosantt® and measuring how ind
behaviors changed in those situations.

The five experimental conditions into which participants are randomized take the
formof anews articleitd i scusses Washingtonds Congressi
response. Respondsrdre randomly placed into one of these five treatments: Control,

Social Ties Wife, Social TiesNAACP, Sacrifice Physical, SacrificeFinancial (see

Table2 for exact article language). Once subjects finish viewing the online newspaper
article,theywee as ked about their perceptions of F
the black community, his racial Dbackground
trustworthiness, and a series of questions about their willingness to support Reginald
Washington in a nunds of ways.

The statement in the fAiSocial Tieso cond
signals that he is connected to his wife, who is black, or the National Association for the
Advancement of Colored People (NAACP), conveys Reginald Washington sesi@ito
that he can be held accountable to the group because of his connection to his wife or the
respected organization should he deviate f
di ffer from because the ANAACPOppcecsadiodi t i on
black individual to show social connections to the racial group. Given the that NAACP is
known for its work in furthering the interests of the black community, having an
endorsement suggests that Washington shares in those interests, @na/imred the

organization that he will uphold what the NAACP works for and represents. Conversely,
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Washingtondbs signal invoking his soci al ti
an individual level that stems from the ways in which we haga sandidates like
Obamaemphasize the race bis wife as a means to connect himself to the racial group
and its nor ms. I n the same way that many b
to the racial group to s hoiedtampaignsttaegy i t e B
could be made aware of and hel d aaci@lountabl
candidates.

I n the APersonal Sacrificeo conditions,
commitment through his discussion of his personal sacrifice of leaving hipaygihg
job to work as an attorney for civil rights organizationdeing involved in a protest in
which he has endured certain physical injuries. These two conditions vary the kind of
sacrifice Washington makes in recognition
own does not always mean physical sacrifices. As asserted in chapter 2, thalperson
sacrifice signals, especially the physical sacrifice signals, epitomize the goals of racial
cohesion and political advancement for the black community the social accountability
structure is meant to produce. Candidates who signal personal physidalesabow
that they are willing to put the-bgngmupos I
order to bring about greater political inclusion for black people. That said, | argue that
oneds sacrifi ce-bemdisthelsteongesiggalholcemmurdty we |l |
commitment, which leads to more positive evaluations because of the underlying realized

accountability that this physical sacrifice sighal communicates.
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Experimental Sample
Table 4.1 Demographic Characteristics of Full

Sample
Observations (N) 1150
Sex
Male 575
Female 575

Party Identification (%)

Strong Democrat 46
Weak Democrat 22
Leaning Democrat 9
Independent 15
Leaning Republican 2
Weak Republican 4
Strong Republican 2
Age 39 years old
Income $40,00049,999
Education Level Some College

Note: % Entries are rounded to the nearest whole
number, and there may not sum to 100.

Theexperiment was conducted online using a national safgflene thousand
one hundred and fifty seiflentified Black/African American adults. The study was
conducted in May 2017. Participants in the study were 18 years of age and bé&ler.
sample was cadicted using Qualtrics which, like SSI, can provide the sample based on
the researcherdés parameters, which optimiz
Americans that is large enough to provide me with the statistical power to support my

theoretical egectations and make generalizable claims.

Outcome Measures
To investigate how community commitment

evaluations of candidates, | test their effect on the following outcome measures:

13 Qualtrics also uses matching to acquire a requestegle that reflects the demographi€s: nationally
represented population of African Americans.

73



1. Trustworthiness to Further blagkterestsHow much do you think you can trust

Reginald Wallace to address the interests that are important to the black
community?The answer options were on a scale-af00 0 being'Not at All" and 10
being "Very Much."

2. Perceived Genuinenedsdow genune do you think Reginald Wallace is about

addressing the interests that are important to the black commQrbsifg "Not at all
Genuine" and 10 being "Very GenuindlNith the answer options being on a scale of
0-10, 0 being'Not at Genuine'and 10 beig "Very Genuine."

3. Difference in Viability (Blackswhites):Thi s measure | ooks at r e

perceptions of the candidateds ability to
guestion asked for perceptions of black support and white support sipiarate
wordedasihow | i kel vy, i f at all, do you think
support from [black or white] voterd¥ith a 5 point Likert scale from Extremely

Unl i kely to Extremely Likelyo

4. Willingness to SupporBased on the information ydwave heard, how willing would

you be to support Reginald Wallad®f a scale of 0 to 10, O beifigot at All

Willing" and 10 beingVery Willing."
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Figure 4.1 Example of Experimental Conditie@ontrol

USA TODAY

€59 ONPOLITICS HOUSE SENATE 2018 STATES ADS CAMPAIGN FINANCE POLLS TALKERS Q v

Congressional hopeful responds to
Opponent’s Slight

William Cummings

“I've heard Mr. Moseley has said that I am ‘part of the
white establishment of the Democratic Party.” Such
statements made to hurt my chances at election are
further proof of the change in leadership Washington
needs.”

This comment was made at a recent rally where 2018
House of Representatives hopeful, Reginald Washington
responded to comments made by his likely opponent, and
fellow black politician Thomas Moseley.

Reginald Washing.ton %
More as this story develops....

= 7,
Adobe Creative Cloud
Photography plan.
sktop and

ust %$9.99/mo.

Join now
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Table 4.2 Text of Reginald Washingtorts Statement Manipulation

Article

Control
(N=246)

il 6ve
Mr. Moseley
has said that
I am 6
the white
establishmen
of the
Democratic
Party.

Such
statements
made to hurt
my chances
at election
are further
proof of the
change in
leadership
Washington
needs.

Titl e: ACongressional Hopef ul re
Social Ties Social Ties Personal Sacrifice  Personal Sacrifice
Wife NAACP Financial Physical
(N=227) (N=229) (N=220) (N=227)
il édve hl oédve heeciil 6ve hea Al 6ve hea
Mr. Moseley  Moseley has Moseley has said  Moseley has said
has said that | said that | am t hat I amthat I am
am 6par d6part o f white establishment the white
white white of the Democratic  establishment of the

establishment
of the
Democratic
Par which 6
shows that he
clearly does
not know my
wife, Kyara,
because if |
had turned
my back on
black people,
she would
have all the
locks
changed, and
my things
would be on
the street.

Such
statements
made to hurt
my chances at
election are
further proof
of the change
in leadership
we need.

the Democratic
Par which 6
shows that he
clearly does not
know that | am
backed by our
local NAACP
chapter. If |
turned my back
on black

people, they

mostly

certainly would
not support me.

establishment of P a r whych ghows
that he clearly does

not know that |

gave up my job at a

prominent law firm

to work as an
attorney for

numerous civil
rights

organizations. If |

had turned my
back on black
people, | would
have remained in
corporate America
and collected my

Such statements check.

made to hurt my
chances at

election are

need.

further proof of
the change in
leadership we

0

Such statements
made to brt my

chances at election
are further proof of
the change in

| eader s hi

Democr at.
which shows that
he clearly does not
know that | have
been hit with
rubber bullets,
tear gassed, and
put in jail while
fighting for
equality. If I had
turned my back on
black people, it
would be an insult
to all of those
people for whom |
fight. o

Such statements
made to hurt my
chances at election
are further proof of
the dange in
leadership we
need. O
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Results
To analyze the influence of particular community commitment signals, | employ a

series of #ests to compare the means orstpuare for proportions of outcomes across
the experimental conditions relative to the control condition. This statistical method
alows for a clear comparison of the effect of the particular type of community
commitment language.

The first section of the analysis will focus on how variation in community
commitment signaling leads to variation across several affective outcome&cbhe s
section of the analysis will look at the political implications of these evaluations to see
how certain political decisiemaking outcomes such as willingness to support are
affected by different community commitment signals.

Figure 4.2

Mean Differences in General Evaluation of Reginald Wallace by Experimental Condition
(N=1,149; 95% Cls)

® - 0.74**

||

Control Social Ties- Wife ~ Social Ties- NAACP  Sacrifice- Financial ~ Sacrifice- Physical

General Evaluation
0 2 4 6
1 1 1
- p
o))
- .o
[¢)]
»

Experimental Condition

Note: +p<.10; *p<.05; **p<.01; All significance tests are tealed and relative
to the Control Condition
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Figure 1 shows that black voters are making distinctions between black politicians
based on the signals they diodo not use when seeking to connect with black voters.
Few works provide empirical evidence of variation in evaluations of black candidates,
and fewer show how certain signals or strategies used by black politicians leads to that
variation in black supgrt (Stout 2015). Based on the proportions presented in Figure 1, it
Is clear that community commitment signals influence how positive a black candidate is
perceived to be.

What is clear from Figure 1 is that, on average, those respondents in the
AisaciPhfys¢c cal 0 condition (0.72) gave Regina
increase (p < 0.001) in their evaluation of him relative to the control condition (H5). |
also observe a substantive and statistically significant increase (p < 0.04) in the
evaluation of Reginald Washington fer thos
Financial 6 condition (M=0.70) (H4). These
community commitment signals that use sacrifice, whether physical or financial, lead to
Reginald Washington being seen as more likeable relative to the control condition where
no community commitment signal is employed. For those respondents who were
randomized into either of the experimental conditions where Reginald Washington
signaled higies to the black community through his connection with his wife (0.60) or
the NAACP (0.63), there is very little difference. These findings do not provide support
for H2 and H3, and suggests that community commitment signals that rely on social ties

do ot lead to meaningful differencés contrast with findings of chapter 3
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Figure 4.3
Mean Differences in Reginald Wallace's Perceived Genuineness by Experimental Condition
(N=1,149; 95% Cls)
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Figure 4.4

Percentage of Respondents Who see the Candidate as Genuine by Experimental Condition
(N=635)
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Note: +p<.10; *p<.05; **p<.01; All significance tests are ttaled and relative
to the Control Condition
The results displayed in Figude3 show the perceptions of how genuine
participants believe Reginald Washington to be in addressing the concerns of the black
community. We see that, on avPehryasgiec,altohos e
condition (M=6.20) believed Reginald Washington tahleemost genuine in addressing
the black communitydés interests (H5). This
average perception of genuineness being approximately 0.55 points higher than the
control condition (M=5.65) where no community commitinggnal was conveyed. This
difference in how black individuals perceive the physical sacrifice community
commitment signal and no signal of community commitment is also statistically

significant (p < 0.02). Participants in the social-heSACP condition(M=6.15) also

shows a statistically significant increase (p < 0.03) in their perceptions of the genuineness
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of that candidateds concerns for the Dbl ack
(H3).

Moreover, Figuret.4 shows that in the NAACP conditiaas well as both
sacrifice conditions, a majority of blacks in those conditions perceived Reginald Wallace
as having true concern for the black community and its interests. Most notably, there is a
nearly 14 percentage poiceivedgdnuihehesswhence i n W
compared to the control condition (p<.01). This finding demonstrates that when a black
candidate highlights his/her physical sacrifices on behalf of the racial group it causes
black individuals to see the candidate as more caritigedblack community. Also,
worth mentioning is the lower percentage of individuals who saw the social tie signal in
which Washington discusses his wife as genuine (49.8%). Again, this may point to the
need for more information about the social tie. Retgrto the Obama example,
Mi chell e Obamads personal narrative about
of the South Side of Chicago was well known within the discourse surrounding the
Obamas during the campaign. Perhaps there needs to be nooneatndn about the
candidateds wife in order to make the use
disingenuous.

The results in Figure$.3 and4.4 show that black individuals believe a candidate
who signals physical sacrifice is more genuirmdynmitted to helping the community. |
find slightly weaker effect for respondents in the social ties NAACP condition. This
result provides the first indication of how political candidates who cannot draw on their
own experiences of sacrifice can sigrdit ties to an organization like the NAACP to

convey commitment to the black community. Indeed, when Reginald Washington signals
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a connection to the NAACP his concern for the black community is seen as more genuine
than when he discusses his financiari@e. This indicates that, on average, the social
tie to a wellknown and respected organization like the NAACP may be more beneficial
than signaling oneb6s fi nanc #aidtheslecreaseih i c e .
Regi nal d Wa s iked geguineness wherphe references his connection to his
black wife, Kyara. While not statistically significant, the decrease in perceptions of the
candidateds genuineness shows that this ki
takentobearelml e i ndi cation of oneds connection
group4

The overall message from Figaee3 is that black voters recognize the strategic
value of some signals and discount black politicians appropriately. Their determinations
go beyond whether they like a candidate and go into whether they believe his appeal is

genuine, which has implicationsrfbow helpful and trustworthy they might find him.

YWhile the inspiration for this condition was Obama
i ndividual who has I|lived the fitraditional bl ack expg
connection to his wife by way of her name is not sigfit enough to lead to certain outcomes. That is, to

say that for candidates to effectively rely on their connection to a spouse or family member, discussion of

that individual ds narrative and | ived weotemg.eri ences n
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Figure 4.5
Mean Differences in Reginald Wallace's Perceived Helpfulness by Experimental Condition
(N=1,149; 95% Cls)
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As discussed in previous chapter, one of the tenets of having a descriptive
representative is the perception that she is more helpful than-gnooyit representative
(Tate 2004). The findings in chapter 3 indicate that respondents in the condition where
the candidate does not use a community commitment signal is not seen to be as helpful
relative to those respondents exposed to the candidate who employed community
commitment signals. Those results provide support for the claim that all descriptive
represetatives are not seen as equally helpful, but they do not support the expectation
that black voters make distinctions between the social ties and personal sacrifice
community commitment signals.

As discussed in the beginning of this chapter, this expetahdasign

investigates how community commitment signals work when doubt is cast upon a
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candidateds connection to the racial group
within the social ties and personal sacrifice community commitment sigiigise4.5

provides stronger evidence and expands what we learned from the results in Chapter 3.

Black voters not only perceive black politicians who use certain community commitment
signals to be more helpful, but when Reginald Washington signals a plpysisonal

sacrifice (M=1.98), the perception of his helpfulness is statistically significant (p < 0.05)
relative to the control condition (H5). This finding provides supports my theory that black
voters are more discerning about the attributes and pgencgphat they place on €0

racial politicians than the literature has suggested.

Figure 4.6

Mean Differences in Reginald Wallace's Perceived Trustworthiness by Experimental Condition
(N=1,149; 95% Cls)
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Figure 4.7

Percentage of Respondents Who Believe Candidate is Trustworthy by Experimental Condition
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Like perceptions of helpfulness, bl acks

black epresentatives are more trustworthy than-black representatives. And just as the
results in Chapter 3 indicated that community commitment signals lead black individuals
to see a candidate as more helpful, using community commitment signals alsoked blac
participants to see the fictitious black candidate as more trustworthy. Figutets a

more nuanced understanding of the relationship between trustworthiness and community
commitment signaling. Most notably we see that those individuals in eithehifsical
sacrifice (M=6.37) or the financial sacrifice (M=6.38) community commitment signal
conditions are perceived to be the most trustwortyiglding a statistically significant
difference between both sacrifice conditions (p< .01) relative toathieat condition.

(H4 and H5). Additionally, when Reginald
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against his connection and commitment to the community by citing that the local
NAACP chapter backs him, he is perceived to be more trustworthy (M3628;01)
relative to the control condition (H3). These findings support that blacks can increase
their trustworthiness by conveying how they have made sacrifice for the black
community. Candidates can also inxrease th
connection with an organization like the NAACP.

Figure 4.7shows a more nuanced story about how certain community
commi t ment signals affect h Reginald Wall a
that more people who read the financial sacrifice camty commitment signal felt that
Washington was more trustworthy (p<.01). A slightly lower percentage (64.8%) of those
individuals in the physical sacrifice condition believed that Reginald Wallace could be
trusted to further the interest of the black coumity (p<.01). Additionally, more than
50% of those in the Social TR$AACP experimental condition perceived a high level of
trustworthiness when compared to the control condition (p<.10).

Overall, the analysis of the relationship between affectivauatiahs and
community commitment signals provide a clear and relatively consistent'story.
Respondents -physheafisacohnfiiteon see Regina
likeable, genuine, helpful, and trustworthy (H5). These consistent findings offerieal
evidence for why Civil Rights leaders who often discussed their physical sacrifices to
bring equality to the black community garnered strong support freracal

constituents. These results also suggest that black candidates without the ratctarou

15 The appendix contains an analysis that shows the effect of community commitment signaling on a
composite affective evaluation measure that was created combining the overall evaluation, genuineness,
helpfulness, and trustworthiness meastwgsther (alpha= 0.71). As expected, the results provide support
for the cohesive narrative put forth in Figured.1
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reference a personal sacrifice can reference a connection to an organization like the
NAACP and get similar affective responses from voters (H3). This is an important
contribution to our understanding of black political leadership because it exipiains
younger black politicians might be able to gain support from black voters when they do
not have roots in the Civil Rights Movement or the experiences to draw on personal
sacrifices they have made for the black community.
As argued above, commitmengsals do not only impact their affective
evaluations of candidates but also how viable they are to the black community. The next
section of this analysis delves into those implications by investigating how certain
community commitment signals leadsvagati i n per ceptions of Reg
viability amongst black and white voters, how responsive participants believed
Washington would be to their communityés n

support Washington.
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Figure 4.8

Mean Differences of the Difference in Reginald Wallace's Perceieved Viability by Experimental Condition
(N=1,149; 95% Cls)
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First, wewill look at viability. Figure 4.8&hows us the difference Indack
participantsdé perceptions of Revgrsuavhited Wa s h
voters across experimental conditidh$ construct a difference measure for the
perceived viability of Reginald Washington
viability among black voters from the perceived viability score among white voters. The
di fference measure allows me to examine ho
viability for black citizens relative to his perceived viability amongst whitée higher
values represent the perception that Washington is more viable amongst black voters than
white voters. On average, there is a 0.13 difference between the perceptions of viability

from those i ndi vpihdyusailc ailno tchosraldV¢ashomgton ftihcaet Re

1 The separate analgs for theperceivedviability amongst black and white voters can be found in the
appendix.

88



would be able to gain support from black voters over white voters. This difference in
viability is statistically different from the viability scodifferencein the control
condition (M=0.02; p< 0.000). In the control condition, resporglpetceived very little
differencein whether Washington would be able to gain support from white and black
voters(H5). Put another way, respondents felt that when Reginald Washington signaled
his physical sacrifice for the black community he would be &bhet more support from
bl ack voters than white voter-NAALIPni | arl vy,
condition (M=0.11) are more inclined to believe Reginald Washington will be more
successful with black voters than white voters relative to stgbjeche control condition
(p < 0.001) (H3). On -Bveamaageatbosendntt e
Reginald Washington will be more likely to get support from black voters than white
voters (H4). Mor eover, t+Hnoisfee or ecsopnodni dt e notns air
more inclined to believe that Washington will be more successful, relative to those in the
control condition, in gaining support from black citizens.

Figure48 hows t hat referencing onedans physic
organization known for assisting the black community leads black individuals to think
that other black people will support him. Moreover, when no community commitment
signal is invoked, black individuals believe that the candidate has an almost eaped ch
of gaining support from white or black voters (H1). This offers another strong indication
of the fact black voters use other information besides skin color to evaluate black

candidates.
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Figure 4.9
Mean Differences in Willingness to Support Reginald Wallace by Experimental Condition
(N=1,149; 95% Cls)
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Figure 4.10
Percentage of Respondents Willing to Support Candidate by Experimental Condition
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Consistent with Figure$.-4.9, Figure 4.18hows that when Reginald
Washington signaled his physical sacrifice for the black community (M=5.82), black
respondents were more willing to support him relative to the condition where he signals
no commitment to the black community (p<0.01) (H2). Additionally, we see the highest
percentage of people willing to support Washington in the condition where heodities t
physical sacrifice (52%; p<.05). Again, we see that black individuals respond more
favorably when black politicians invoke sacrifice on behalf of the group. Rewarding a
black candidate who has sacrificed for the betterment of the group is alsoapygdae
examining the difference in willingness to support between the control condition
(M=5.04) andFitrhencdiSalcad iddmrcdi ti on, which s
0.03) (H4). Also, similar to the physical sacrifice signal, a little more ttaf of the
individuals in the financial sacrifice signal condition showed greater sufgpdreginald
Washington (p<.10) than blacks in the control condition. The difference between the
control and physical sacrifice conditions undergirds my claimilaak people make
distinctions between the kinds of signals that black politicians send and respond to them
in varying ways. However, for those candidates who are unable to signal any form of
sacrifice, we also see t hrganizationknownforsi ng one
helping the black community like the NAACP (M=5.52) leads to a significant increase in
the willingness to support Reginald Washington (p < 0.052) relative to the control (H3).
While this difference is marginally significant, it higifits this social tie does lead to a

substantively meaningful increase.
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Discussion
The results provide a consistent and convincing story about the relationship

bet ween a black politiciands community com
the political candidate. In particular, this chapter investigates this relationship when a
blac k politiciands commitment to the racial
question. Moreover, this chapter provides answers to whether black voters gravitate
toward certain kinds of community commitment signals more than others.

As expected andonsistent across most of the outcomes of interests, blacks in the
A SacfPihfyiscecal 06 experi mental condition gave
highest evaluations relative to those who read the article where Washington did not signal
any commitmat to the black community/ariation between the signals suggests that the
use of community commitment signals resonates the most with black individuals when a
cor acial candidateds accountability and com
not the ase in chapter 3, which could explain the lack of difference between the two
community commitment signal®ne of the goals of this dissertation, broadly, is to
understand how and why Civil Rights politicians have traditionally outperformed their
new-style contemporaries in districts with a large black population. The results show that
the sacrifice of oneds physical safety res
voters to see candidates with the ability to sacrifice their-beaiig as the mostable,
the most genuine, and the most trustworthy among other things.

Those participants in the experimental condition where Reginald Washington
cites to his financial sacrifice also viewed him positively relative to the control condition.
The evaluationaind perceptions they had for him were generally not as positive as those

given to him in the physical sacrifice condition, but they were more positive than either
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of the social ties conditions. The implications of these results speak to the sophisticated
ways in which blacks make decisions about candidates to support. Between the sacrifice
signals, black individuals show a nuanced understanding of what it means to put group
interests above seifiterests. The financial sacrifice signal resonates less Veittk b

voters because while a candidate is giving up a job for the sake of the group, it is not
perceived to be the same as putting oneds
is not perceived to be as costly a sacrifice as a physical sacrifiead, 2hus black voters

do not reward candidates who make financial sacrifices as equally. This insight into the
distinctions black voters make between the kind of signals employed offers an

undiscussed look into the considerations they make when evglgatiacial candidates.

The expectation that signals of community commitment would lead to more
positive outcomes for Reginald Washington was not completely substantiated. While
generally signals of community commitment led to an increase in affectiteaioas
and certain political evaluations, when Washington signaled his black wife Kyara, he
received evaluations that were almost equal to or lower than when he did not signal

commitment at all. Why this signal was not effective requires further ined¢isiig but

these results suggest that invoking oneos
accountability structure is not sufficient
background. When Barack Obama tfiemd his rac

discussed her background and experiences instead of simply relying on her race to serve
as the indication that she could and would hold him accountable to the norms and
expectations of the black community. The experimental test presented in thexr chdpt

not provide that kind of information about
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where respondents indicated that they did
the black community was genuine provide some evidence of what blackliralg/are
looking for and also how they will respond when desired information is omitted.
Participants6é |l ack of willingness to suppo
suggests that when trying to communicate that they have the potential to be held
accountable to the group, black politicians have to provide more information about the
individual or institution they seek to purport as their accountability mechanism.

The benefits of si gn a-establighedmacceuatsbiltg onnect
strucure can be seen in the positive evaluations and political perceptions from those in
the ASoBAACP®i egsperi mental condition. One
dissertation seeks to answer is how black politicians who have not made personal
sacrificescan still be successful. The reactions from those participants randomly placed
i nto the -RSACP@alexXpersi mental condition pr o\
insights into how younger black politicians can be seen positively and subsequently gain
supportf om bl ack voters. Unl i ke the invocati on
connection to the NAACP, an organization known for its work on behalf of the black
community, serves as a potent sign of his ability to be held accountable to the group.
While the espondents in this condition do not give evaluations, or have perceptions that
are higher than those given in the physical sacrifice experimental condition, they are
comparable for many outcomes. This is an important expansion of what we know about
endorsenents from certain organizations as it pertains to the perceived viability and

supportability of candidates who have constraints on what they can signal.
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Conclusion
This chapter successfully builds off of the results from Chapter 3 by showing that

blackvoters do make distinctions between community commitment signal types.
However, these distinctions are made more apparent when doubt is cast on the
candidateds commitment and connection to t
chapter 6s e xnpWhatithese resulisltell us & shat glack individuals pay
attention when someoneds commitment to the
meaningful information from the candidatebo
the slight has to be edible for these doubts to be believed by black voters is moot in this
design because the in only information giyvVv
Tyrone Moseley, is that he is a potential opponent and black.

The power of community commitment sgs is another key takeaway from this
chapter that provides salient information about black political deemiking. While
scholars have provided strong theoretical argumentation for the influence placing the
gr oup 6 s bove thedr ovn $§Guren edb199Q Dawson 1994), this chapter shows
what outcomes black politicians enjoy when they have personal sacrifice as a potential
political strategy. This finding supports the theoretical claims in chapter 2 where | argue
that personal sacrifice resonatesrenwith black voters because the signal communicates
a realized accountability to the racial gr
sacrifice for the group, black politicians show that they have already been held
accountable to the group aitsl expectations by giving up their wddeing for the sake of
political inclusion. This chapter operationalized realized and potential accountability
through the experimental design, and shows that realized accountability is consistently

more meaningfuld black voters than displays of potential accountability through signals
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of social ties. Realized accountability leads black voters to see a candidate as more likely
to gain support from black voters, makes black individuals more willing to support the
cardidate, and leads to significant increases in affective evaluations of the candidate.

Those candidates who are able to show that they are accountable to the racial
group garner more suppeorheaning that the black community is able to effectively
screerout politicians who they do not believe have their best interests at heart. These
determinations are further complicated because they are happening without much regard
for the candidateds policy preferences. Mo
provide insight into the political decisianaking process of black voters, and shows it to
be more nuanced than simply choosing to support a candidate based on physical
similarities. The nuance of black political decision making is of particular consegjiren
electoral contexts in which black voters are choosing between two black Democratic
candidates, and the results presented in this chapter illustrate how and why some black
politicians are seen as more preferable. It is because the politician sigmpkster level
of commitment to their community. While existing literature on being represented by a
coracial representative offers important information, it is difficult to isolate a mechanism
to explain black behavior in contexts where blacks are angpbgtween two black
candidates to support. This chapter shows that community commitment signals are a
mechanism that explains black political decisiaking in a range of contexts across
numerous measures.

This chapter explores this line of researchapplying it to the relationship
between black voters and black politicians, finding that those politicians whose signals

are not seen as accountable do not enjoy positive evaluations fr@uigloconstituents.
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While accountability is generally discussim terms of election and reelection, for the
black community it goes beyond that. Black voters want to know that they can hold a
politician accountable to further the social and political interests of the group, and the
implications of not being seen such way go beyond simply not being reelected. When
Reginald Washington referenced his wife as an accountability mechanism to show that he
was accountable to group, participants were less inclined to believe he genuinely cared
about the concerns of the bkacommunity and gave him lower evaluations than when he
did not use any signals at all. This skepticism stems from the fact that, on average,
respondents did not believe that his wife was an effective accountability mechanism.
Understanding how the peqténs of potential accountability mechanisms work
for black candidates who cannot signal sacrifice is an important contribution to what we
know about black political behavior because it suggests that black voters not only want to
see whether a politiciam accountable but who or what is holding them accountable. This
IS more apparent in the high evaluations given when Reginald Washington highlights his
connection to and endorsement from the NAACP, which leads to consistent high
evaluations when comparealthe control condition where he offers no signal of
commi t ment to the racial group. Overall,
goes well beyond looking for someone who looks like them to represent the group, and
instead they seek someonkasge signals convey a commitment and accountability to the
racial group and its interests. This moves the literature on black political behavior
forward in numerous ways that offers new insights into an important voting bloc in

American politics.
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This chater moves scholarly understanding of how black voters make certain
determinations when it comes to choosing between two black candidates. Furthermore, it
provides strong evidence for why leaders during the Civil Rights Movement have been
able to garner nre support from black voters than those without that particular
background. What this chapter leaves unknown, however, is whether these voting
considerations are only made when choosing-eaci@al candidate? Given that the desire
for signals of communitgommitment is borne out of the Civil Rights Movement and its
leaders, it is possible that black voters only expect that black politicians will only expend
personal sacrifice, and their expectations for white candidates are different. The next
chapter seek® understand the potential generalizability of the community commitment
signaling framework by using a very similar experimental design but changing the
political candidateds race from black to
advantaged by comunity commitment signals, this further demonstrates that race of the

candidate is not the only criteria blacks use when making voting decisions.
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Chapter5Does It Matter i f Youdre Black or Whi:
effect on White Candidate Evaluaiis

Il n the | ast chapter, | explored how gre
community commitment signaling |l ed to chan
and evaluations of the candidate when challenged by a fellow black Democrat. In this
chapter | seek to understand whether the political considerations made by blacks
pertaining to a coacial candidate can be applied to white candidates as well. | examine
how black voters respond when a white candidate uses community commitment signals
to conveyaccountability to the racial group finding that, on average and similar to the
previous chapter, when a white candidate employs a physical sacrifice community
commitment signal he is evaluated more positively when compared to a white candidate
who does nbemploy a commitment signal. Interestingly, | also find that when a white
candidate signals social connection to the racial group by referencing his black wife,
respondents view him more positively than when he uses an endorsement from the
NAACPassignal This finding is a departure from
the effect of certain community commitment
race.

Broadly, the results of this chapter emphasize the importance of delving further
into our winderstandings of black political considerations. It is clear that black individuals
are more discerning of white candidates than contemporary literature suggests. While
scholars have often studied the social accountability structure of the black community
anintragr oup context, this chapter shows that
representative that shows a realized accountability through personal sacrifice, particularly

physical sacrifice, is not confined to theraxial voting paradigm. Despithe clear
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preference given to white candidates who show their accountability through the use of
physical sacrifice community commitment si
candidate refers to his black wife shows how influential a black spoudedanblack

vot er s6 ev al-groagréepesestatieef Thimchapteribuilds on the rest of the
dissertation by showing that the community commitment signaling framework candidates

use to show their accountability to the racial group is genepédizautside of the

relationship between black voters and black candidates.

Black Voters and White Candidate Evaluations
The current work in political science on white candidate evaluations that tends to

focus on how white individuals evaluate white caladés but does not actively engage
how black voters look at white candidates. This is an important question to consider
given that at numerous levels of government, black voters are choosing between white
candidates. This is particularly true for highetfifeal offices such as governors and
Senators. If we rely on extant literature we are left to assume that black voters make no
distinctions between white candidates, and that all white Democrats will be viewed
positively by black voters. It seems unlikehat all black voters will positively evaluate
white candidates, thus further investigation into what factors black voters account for
when choosing white candidate is required. In particular this chapter seeks to situate itself
in extant literature as Mles explore how the community commitment signaling
framework can applied when the signaler is white.

There is some work that looks at how black voters evaluate white candidates, but
these works are few. Among these works, Burge et al. (2018) seekeioleterstand
how black individuals respond to targeted appeals radio advertisements. The authors find

that black individuals who are exposed to stereotypical appeals (operationalized as radio
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advertisements with rap music), black individuals do not puwisite candidates. Indeed,
the difference in their willingness to sup
trustworthiness, and willingness to mobilize for the candidate are no different from when
the candidate uses no music in the radio dcheanent. The authors go on to suggest that
this surprising finding is the result of there being a floor affect for the white candidate,
meaning that regardless of what the candidate does to appeal to black candidates their
evaluations of him do not inaee or decrease. Like Burge et al (2018), Wamble and
Crawford (2018) confirm that when white candidates do things that would be construed
by most as negative (i.e., appeal to the group with rap music or rely on stereotypes to
critique blacks), black indidu al s6 evaluations and attitude
relatively unaffected. The authdiad thatwhen the critique is framed in a derogatory
manner (ABl acks focus too much on raceodo) t
agreement fromblacke s pondents. The authors conclude
willingness to agree with perceived ayrbup critics is unaffected if the critique is
framed in a derogatory way. In other words, when the conservative critique of the black
community is negativehlack individuals make no distinction between the negatively
framed critique and the critique without a frame.

Additionally, Wamble and Crawford (2018) find that when black individuals read
conservative critiques from perceived-gmbup candidates framewa ways that affirm
the racial group (ABlacks have worked hard
individuals are more likely to agree with the critiques. This suggests that when a
perceived ougroup or white candidate positively addresses the blackntomty they

may be perceived more positively. These results show how black people use the black
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utility heuristic or view the political world and their political decisions through the lens of
the racial group, to evaluate white candidates. Because t#apikepview the political

world through the lens of their race, white candidates are more successful with the black
community when they use racial appeals that affirm that group. However, while this
literature expands much of what we know about how bladikitiuals view and evaluate
white candidates, it shines little light on whether the evaluative considerations blacks
make for ceracial candidates are the same considerations madacfatout-group
candidates.

Dawson (1994) also argues that, becausbeotvay black individuals use race in
their political considerations, political candidates, parties, or organizations that are
viewed as beneficial to furthering the political interests and inclusion of the black
community generally garner support fronack voters (98). With this framework in mind
that | expect that the desire for accountability many black people have is not limited to
coracial candidates. If, as Dawson suggests, black voters will support those individuals
who they perceive care aboueth bl ack communityds political
that it is possible for white candidates to gain support from black voters. However, |
believe thablack voters do not view and evaluatevaliite Democrats in the same way
Thus,those whitecandidates who employ community commitment signaling will be

perceivedas more preferable to those white candidates who do not.

White Politicians and Community Commitment Signaling
Like their black counterparts, many white politicians at different levieddected

office have to appeal to the black community and like black politicians, they employ
different strategies to do so. For example, during his 2016 Presidential campaign,

Ver mont Senator Bernie Sanders redpekased hi
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of his time as an activist saying, nAt the
Rights Movement. We ended up engaging in a
Washington [D.C.] to demonstrate,meotl t he m
was a part of historyo (Sanders). This quo
time as a student as well as pictures of him and others during-thelsiinother
interview on AMeet the PressoivilRghtsser s sai d
movement all of my life. And | believe that we have to deal with this issue of institutional
raci smo (NBC News) . I contend that stateme
physical sacrifice. By not only connecting himself with theildights Movement, but
also discussing his personal involvement in the movement, Sanders makes it clear that he
has done work to further the interests of the black community. Indeed, during his
campaign, photographs of his 1963 arrest during a protesisagagregation surfaced
and Abolster[ed] the candidateds narrative
argue that Sanders and his campaign used his statements about his time as an activist and
the photographs of his arrest to signal to bhaafers that he has sacrificed his physical
well-being for the sake of racial equality.

Though former Secretary of State, Hillary Clinton was unable to reference any
Civil Rights movement activism during her campaign, she signaled social ties to the
blackc o mmuni ty by aligning herself with the 0
Movement, 0 who are the mothers of 5 black
related shootings. The women often spoke a
and encoraged their fellow black community members to vote for her (Siddiqui 2016). |

contend that through her association with these individuals, Clinton is able to signal to
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the black community that she understands the plight many black individuals face at the
hands of racial injustices, and can be held accountable to address them because of this
association with prominent women in the black community.
New York City Mayor Bill deBlasio also relied on social connections to the black
community, and often showedshability to be held accountable to the racial group by
employing social tie community commitment signals that involved his black wife and
theirbir aci al children. Bill deBlasiobs use of
community that he could be heldauntable played a large role in his success in gaining
96% of the black vote (Grynbaum 2013). l nd
AfricanrAmer i can voters defaulted to a shorthan
guotes another black individul  f r om Harl em who said, A[ w] h
they felt, 'Here is someone who understands and relates to me on a level on which | can
be comfortableéo (Grynbaum 2013) . I n these
bl ack c¢ommuni tblacks$amily mehddd aa & sigo thas he would be able to
understand their perspectives and experiences. In particular, people valued his wife,
Chirlain McCray saying,
AThe centr al role of Ms . Mc Cr avy, who N
significant figure in his administration, also buoyed those who felt previous
mayors simply did not have a direct connection to Afriéamericans. 'You have
a black woman sitting there who can say, 'My side of the family is hurting over
here, now.' He's going to hear tldirect,” said Walter Edwards, a real estate
developer in Harl em. AHe's not going to
no relationship witho (Grynbaum 2013) .
Many took his marriage to a black woman to mean that the black community and

itsgod s and expectations would met because de

are members of the black community who can
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It that he addresses them. Bl ack voters s
becaus of his social tie to the community, Bill deBlasio would be held accountable when
his wife Afamily is hurting. o The passages
connection he has with his wife holds more weight than any other relationship weith bla
individuals he might have were he not married to her.

The final example of white candidates employing community commitment signals
can be found in the electoral success of Memphis Congressman Steve Cohen, a white,
Jewish, Memphis native who gainedio#f in a majority black district in 2007 and has
since maintained his seat (Brown 2009). Extant literature cannot explain how a white
man has been able to keep his seat in a majority black district despite having run against
numerous viable and welinownblack opponents. My theory of the community
commitment signaling framework offers an explanation for why, despite not being a
black representative, Cohen has maintained support amongst his black constituents. He
has shown his commitment to the issues tbasttituents face. Additionally, he tried to
join the Congressional Black Caucus (referred to as CBC from this point) because of the
racial makeup of his district, and while the CBC did not allow him to join they have
endorsed him in many of his electiomgr his black opponents (Brown 2009). These
gestures, many of which are symbolic, show
his district by showing his prioritization of their interests and strong connections to
meaningful organizations in theaak community. His desire to join the CBC could be
perceived as an attempt to better work on behalf of black voters, and the endorsements he
receives from weltespected black leaders serve as a signal to voters that, though he is

not black, he has suppdrom black members who are perceived to be working to help
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the black community who can hold him accou

chapter seeks to better understand how signals, like those employed by Cohen and others,

affect the ways in wibh black voters evaluate white candidates and behave politically.

Hypotheses
Given the lack of literature investigating the considerations black voters make as

it pertains to white candidates, and the prominence of the black utility heuristic within
black political behavior, | crafted the following hypotheses:
H1: | expect that black voters will respond more positively when the community
commitment signal is one of personal sacrifice than when it is a social ties signal.
H1la: Between the physical and financial personal sacrifice community
commitment signals, | expect that the personal sacrifice signal is most
effective in leading black voters to positively view the candidate.
H2: Between the individual and institutiorsdcial ties community commitment
signals, | expect that the institutional social tie will lead to more positive
evaluations.
H3: | hypothesize that when no community commitment signal is employed black
voters will give the candidate the lowest evaluation

Methods

Experiment and Sample
To test my arguments about the effect of different community commitment

signals on the candidate evaluations of a white candidate, | use a similar experimental
design from chapter 4 with some slight alterations for the shkalidity to observe how
blacks evaluate candidates based on the information the candidates provide pertaining to

their sacrifices or connections to the racial grdAgin chapter 4, respondents are
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exposed to an article about a House of Represergdtiyeeful, Reginald Wallate a

fictitious candidate, who is considering running for office. In the experiment, instead of
responding to being called a member of the
addresses the allegatibhethatehesfisaahot he
by a black politician, with the same name as in chapter 4, Thomas M&s€ley.
experimental manipulation is in Wallacebos
operationalize the realized and potential accountabilgghmanisms discussed in the

community commitment framework by varying the signals Wallace uses to refute the

claims made by Thomas Moseley.

Y"Thechangeinthecdni dat eds | ast name was for beli e\
chapter, according to the 2010 Census, approximately 87.5% of the individuals with the

| ast name of AWashingtono are African Amer
about the white andidate | changed the last name to Wallace, and, according to the 2010
Census, approximately 69% of individuals with this last name are white.

¥This change was made from the | ast chapt e
the white Democratie st abl i shment 6 is a moot point col
of that particular slight would not carry the same weight, if any, as it did when leveraged
against a black candidatestead, | looked to the Congressional race in Memphis, TN

where W.W. Herenton ran against Steve Cohen, and leveraged the racial differences as an
explanation for why Cohen was unfit to be
black population.
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Table 5.1 Demographic Characteristics of Full

Sample
Observations (N) 1150
Sex
Male 575
Female 575

Party Identification (%)

Strong Democrat 51
Weak Democrat 16
Leaning Democrat 9
Independent 15
Leaning Republican 3
Weak Republican 2
Strong Republican 5
Age 38 years old
Income $40,00049,999
Education Level Some College

Note: % Entries are rounded to the nearest whole
number, and there may not sum to 100.

Design
Respondents were randomly assigned to 5 experimental conditions. The

conditions are similar to the design in Chapter 4 with four treatment conditions Social

Ties Wife, Social Ties NAACP, Sacrifice Physical, SacrificeFinancial (see Tabl2

for exact aticle language). The look of the experimental conditions into which

participants are randomized is nearly identical to the look of the conditions in chapter 4.
However, in this design, the photograph of the candidate depicts a white candidate
instead. The ont ent of the article still discusse
his response to the slight leveraged by Tyrone Mosely, a black opponent. After the news
article, respondents were asked about thei

commitment o the black community, his racial background, their perceptions of

108



Wal |l aceds trustworthiness, and a series of
Reginald Wallace in a number of ways.

There are two Social Ties condition in which Reginald Waltageals that he is
connected to his wife or the NAACP. These signals convey Reginald Wallace
commitment to the black community and that he can be held accountable to the group
through his wife or the organization. | argue that Wallace will use thesessignal
community commitment because he wants to show black constituents that he has the
potential, through these associations, to be held accountable to meet the expectations of
many black voters. These conditions differ
condition invokes a prominent black institution as opposed to a black individual to show
social connections to the racial group. Given that the NAACP is an important institution
within the black community, I pofshet t hat,
organi zationds endorsement of him as a can
the potential of his being accountable to the racial group. I think that this will be
particularly true because Wallace is white, and thus blacks are ldasgdnid offer him
higher levels of affective attachment they might give toamal candidates. To that end,
| expect that the NAACPO6s endorsement of a
a worthy advocate of the community and deserving of dagpipoort.

Il n the two APersonal Sacrificedo condit:i
financial personal sacrifice community commitment signals to show black individuals
that he has already acted in ways that shows his understanding to the black cotnsunity
goals and his accountability as a white representative to make sure those goals are met by

putting his personal Il nterests behind bl ac
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vary the kind of personal sacrifice Wallace makes in recognitionthatpi ng t he gr o
interests before oneds own does not al ways
that oneds involvement in a protest in whi

suggests high levels of accountability to the racial grégatheorized in chapter 2, |

contend that blacks expect black representatives to

Figure 5.1 Example of Experimental Conditiecontrol

USA TODAY v =

@C)NPOLITICS HOUSE SENATE 2018 STATES ADS CAMPAIGN FINANCE POLLS TALKERS

Congressional hopeful responds to
Opponent’s Slight

William Cummings

“I've heard Mr. Moseley has said that I am ‘unable to
represent the interests of the community.” Such
statements made to hurt my chances at election are
further proof of the change in leadership we need.”

This comment was made at a recent rally where 2018
House of Representatives hopeful, Reginald Wallace
responded to comments made by his likely opponent, and
black politician, Thomas Moseley.

Reginald Wallace More as this story develops....

T
Adobe Creative Cloud
Photography plan.
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Table 5.2 Transcripts of Reginald WallageStatement Manipulation

Article Titl e:
Control Social Ties
(N=229) Wife

(N=234)

nl 6ve nAl 6ve h

Mr. Moseley has

Moseley has said that | am

sadthatl Ounabl e

am & u n representthe

to represent
the interests
of the

commun

Such
statements
made to hurt
my chances
at election
are further
proof of the
change in
leadership
Washington
needs.

interests of the
communi
which shows
that he clearly
does not know
my wife,
Kyara,
because if |
had turned my
back on black
people, she
would have all
the locks
changed, and
my things
would be on
the street.

Such statement
made to hurt
my chances at
election are
further proof of
the change in
leadership we
need.

ACongressional

Social Ties
NAACP
(N=238)

|l 6ve

to represent the
interests of the
community 6
which shows
that he clearly
does not know
that | am
backed by our
local NAACP
chapter. If |
turned my back
on black people,
they mostly
certainly would
not support me.

Such statements
made to hurt my

chances at
election are
further proof of
the change in
leadership we
need. O

hea
Moseley has said
t hat urablea

Hopef ul re
Personal Sacrifice PersonaBacrifice
Financial Physical
(N=221) (N=228)
i | chearm Mr. nl 6ve hea

Moseley has said
that | am
represent the
interests of the
communityd
shows that he
clearly does not
know that | gave
up my job at a
prominent law firm
to work as an
attorney for
numerous civil
rights
organizations. If |
had turned my
back on black
people, | would
have remained in
corporate America
and collected my
check.

w h

Such statements
made to hurt my
chances at election
are further proof of
the change in

| eader shi

Moseley has said
that | #n
represent the
interests of the

Cc 0 mmu nahithy
shows that he
clearly does not
know that | have
been hit with
rubber bullets,

tear gassed, and
put in jail while
fighting for
equality.

If I had turned my
back on black
people, it would be
an insult to all of
those

people for whom |
fight.o

Such statements
made to hurt my
chances at election
are further proof of
the change in
leadership we need
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Outcome Measures
This chapter seeks to understand the relationship between white candidates who

employ community commitment signals. | investigate this relationship by looking at

numerous outcome variables to better investigate how community commitment signals

affect the behaviors and attitudes of black voters. Instead of relying on hard facts, voter

seek out information that informs their overall impression of a political candidate, and the
valence of that information (e.g., positive or negative) affects the way voters evaluate

political candidates (Lodge et al 1995). If, as established in thatliter, affective
evaluations such as perceptions of a candi
Thermometers, ability to represent, etc. are used by voters to determine to whom they

will give their support, | posit that black voters seek out informatiomderato inform

and update their affective evaluations of a candidate. To investigate how community
commi t ment signals affect black respondent
on the following outcome measures:

1. Feeling ThermometekVe wouldlike to get your feelings about some groups and

public figures in American society. When you see the name of a person or group,
please rate it with what we call a feeling thermometer by moving the mouse
pointer and clicking on the thermometer on a numien0 to 100. Ratings

between 0 and 49 degrees mean that you don't feel favorably toward the person or
group and that you don't care too much for that person or group; ratings between
51 and 100 degrees mean that you feel favorably and warm toward tbe pers
group. If you don't feel particularly warm or cold toward a person or group you

would rate them at 50 degrees.
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Trustworthiness to Further black interest®w much do you think you can trust

Reginald Wallace to address the interests thaingpertant to the black
community?The answer options were on a scale-df00) 0 being'Not at All" and
10 being "Very Much."

Perceived Genuineneddow genuine do you think Reginald Wallace is about

addressing the interests that are important to thé lsla@mmunity? being "Not
at all Genuine" and 10 being "Very Genuin&Vith the answer options being on

a scale of L0, 0 being'Not at Genuine'and 10 being "Very Genuine."

Perceived PartisanshiBased on what you read, with which political party do
you think Reginald Wallace is affiliated?1. Democrat, 2. Republican 3.
Independent.

Perceived Constituencigased on what you read, who do you think Reginald

Wallace will represent best? With 1 being African American and 2 White,

Difference in Viability (BhcksWhites):Thi s measure | ooks at r

perceptions of the candidateds ability
The question asked for perceptions of black support and white support separately
iswordedasii how | i k el yuy think Regiadad Wallade will lzk ableytoo

gain support from [black or white] voterg®th a 5 point Likert scale from
Extremely Unlikely to Extremely Likelyo

Ability to RepresentBased on what you read, how likely are you to believe that

Reginald Wallacean represent your political interests? With pdint Likert

scale from Extremely Unlikely to Extrem
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8. Willingness to SupporBased on the information you have heard, how willing

would you be to support Reginald Wallag@f a scale of 0 to 10,l8eing"Not at
All Willing" and 10 beingVery Willing."

Results
To analyze the influence of particular community commitment signals, | employ a

series of #ests to compare the means or proportions of outcomes across the experimental
conditions. This stastical method allows for a clear comparison of the effect of the
particular type of community commitment condition. In addition, | display the percentage
of individuals within each condition that responded positively to the candidate.

Figure 5.2

Mean Differences in Reginald Wallace's Perceived Trustworthiness by Experimental Condition
(N=1,149; 95% Cls)

8

5.12 5.67" 5.45 5.78" 5.80™

Perceived Trustworthiness
4 6
L L

Control Social Ties- Wife  Social Ties- NAACP  Sacrifice- Financial  Sacrifice- Physical

Experimental Condition

Note: *=p<.05; **p<.01; All significance testing is twtailed and relative to the
Control Condition
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Figure 5.3

Percentage of Respondents Who Perceieve Candidate as Trustworthy by Experimental Condition

(N=1,150)
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Control Social Ties- Wife Social Ties- NAACP Sacrifice- Financial Sacrifice- Physical

Experimental Condition

Note: *=p<.05; **p<.01; All significanceesting is twetailed and relative to the

Control Condition

We begin this analysiby investigating how Figure 5shows that all the
community commitment signals lead to an increase in trustworthiness, but the strongest
effect is among those in the physical sacrifice condition. When Wallace signals his
physical sacrifice (M=5.80) for the black community, respondeeitseived him to be
the more trustworthy to advance the bl ack
compared to when he did not employ any community commitment signaling (M=5.12).
Similarly, signals where Wallace claims he sacrificed his financiatmestig for to work
for civil rights organizations (M=5.78) also led to Wallace being seen as more
trustworthy relative to when he signaled no commitment at all (p<.01). These two

findings suggest that signaling a form of sacrifice for the sake of the gaoigd

resonates the most with black individuals compared to when no signal is used at all
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confirming my argument that when candidates, regardless of race, employ costlier
signals, they are rewarded by bl adokhisconst i
wife Kyara (M=5.67) led to him being seen as more trustworthy (p<.05) for those in that
experimental condition than for respondents randomized into the condition where he did
not signal any commitment to the community at all. Being connectedlaala b
individual carried more weight for respondents than being endorsed by the NAACP
suggesting that having a personal social tie to the black community communicates a
stronger level of accountability to the black community than having an institutionAl tie
possible explanation for this unexpected finding could be found by returning to the
deBlasio example discussed earlier. Black individuals, like those interviewed, could feel
that a white man being married to a black woman is a meaningful step givgemgral
feelings around interracial marri age, and
accountability structure is seen as genuine because it shows deferencedooamp in
member.

Figure 5.3shows the influence the experimental conditionsdrathe percentage
of respondents who believed that Reginald Wallace could be trusted to further the
interests of the black community. Consistent with the average effe€igure 5.2 we
see that when Wallace signals his commitment by physical sacallinest 56% of
respondents see him as trustworthy relative to when he uses no community commitment
signal and a little more than 41% of respondents in that condition perceived him as
trustworthy (p<.01). Also,ansistent with the results in 5&e see tat 53% of
respondents who read about how Wall aceds w

52.2% of respondents exposed to Wall aceds
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him to be more trustworthy when compared to those respondents in tha condition

(p<.05). Again, we see a white candidate who employs physical sacrifice signals

resonating the most with black respondents leading a greater number of them to see him

as trustworthy, which offers more evidence for the effect of that comynconimitment
signal 6s strength for white politicians wh
of black voters.

Figure 5.4

Mean Differences in Perceptions of Reginald Wallace's Ability to Represent by Experimental Condition
(N=1,149; 95% Cls)

) ) 3.28**
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Control Social Ties- Wife  Social Ties- NAACP Sacrifice- Financial ~ Sacrifice- Physical

Perceived Ability to Represent

Experimental Condition

Note: *=p<.05; **p<.01; All significance tests are tvt@iled and relave to the
Control condition.
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Figure 5.5

Percentage of Respondents who believe Candidate can Represent Interests by Experimental Condition
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40

Experimental Condition

Note: *=p<.05; **p<.01; All significance tests are tvt@iled and relative to the

Control condition.

An i mportant aspect of oneds evalwuation
candidateds ability to represent voterso i
that white voters believe black politicians are unable to represent theasiistbecause
of their racial identity (Terkildsen 1993; Schneider and Bos 2011; Krupnikov and Piston
2014; Jacobsmeier 2015) When asked if Reginald Wallace would be able to represent
their interests, subjects who read that Wallace had given his blood, anedears for
the black community (M=3.28) believed he was able to represent their interests much
more able to represent their interests (p<.01) than those subjects in the control condition
who read the article where he used no signals (M=2.91). Additjo those subjects in

the conditions where Wallace mentioned his financial sacrifice (M=3.15) or his
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relationship with his wife Kyara (M=3.15) were also seen as having a greater ability to
represent the interests of the subjects in those conditiotsedlathe evaluations
earned by Wallace from those in the control condition (p<.059.r&kults presented in
Figure 5.4show that signaling physical sacrifice leads to being perceived to have a
greater ability to represent black people, and that beargied to an individual of the
black community or giving up a high paying job to work for the black community also
|l eads to being seen as able to represent t
Figure 5.50ffers further evidence that community commitment seess
respondents the candidate will represent their interests. For example, nearly 42% of the
respondents in the physical sacrifice condition believed he could represent the black
communityoés political i nt er estny26.6Refl ati ve
the respondents believed him to be able, and this difference is statistically significant
(p<.01). Higher percentages of participant
his financial sacrifice believed Wallace to be able to reptddaaok interests relative to
the control (p<.01 for both) providing greater evidence how certain community
commitment signals have a strong influence on how candidates are perceived.
It is worth noting that because Reginald Wallace is a white candwiatepuld
expect perceptions of his ability to represent the black community to be diminished
because of the lack of positive affect black individuals tend to have towargsoont
members. The fact that a white candidate can employ community commitgreads <D
garner more support from the black community shows how powerful these signals can be
in altering perceptions of candidates who would, without these signals, be seen as less

able to represent blacks.
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Figure 5.6

Mean Differences in Feeling Thermometer Ratings of Candidate by Experimental Condition
(N=1,149; 95% Cls)
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Note: *=p<.05; **p<.01; All significance tests are tv@iled and relative to the
Control condition.

Figure 5.7
Percentage of Respondents with Warm Feelings Towards Candidate by Experimental Condition
(N=1,150)
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Note: *=p<.05; **p<.01; All significance tests are tv@iled and relative to the
Control condition.
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Scholars of candidate evaluations often use the feeling thermometer to gauge the
general feelings individuals have for prominent political figures or groups. The
thermometer allows for us to be able to betterganget nuances of peopl ebd
attachment, or lack thereof for individuals. When asked to rate their feelings about
Reginald Wallace on a scale 6fl00, respondents in the control condition, where
Wallace does not signal commitment, (M=47.28) give himtaw or fAcool 0 f eel
thermometer rating suggesting negative sentiments about him. Comparatively, Wallace is
viewed more warmly when he signals his community commitment through a discussion
of his physical sacrifice for the racial group (M=56.07; p<.0Ia | | aceds di spl ay
financial sacrifice also resonated with respondents and led to more positive ratings
(M=55.21; p<.01). Consistent with the othe
Kyara as a social tie and potential accountability mechalgd respondents in the
condition to rate him highly (M=53.87) when compared to the control condition (p<.01),
and while not statistically different from 0, when highlighting his endorsement from the
NAACP, Wallace is evaluated higher (M=51.80) than whertommunity commitment
signal is used. In sum, when Reginald Wallace signals any form of community
commitment, he is evaluated more positively, but the evaluation given to Wallace from
those participants in the physical sacrifice experimental conditggests that this
particular signal meaningful.

Figure 5.7shows the percentage of individuals who feel warmly towards Reginald
Wallace (rated him above 50 on feeling thermometer). A greater percentage (57.5%) of
respondents felt warmer towards Wallacewh he r esponded to his o

referencing his physical sacrifice for the black community relative to when he did not
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reference any commitment to the black community (41.9%). This difference is
statistically significant (p<.01), and providagport for how the physical sacrifice
community commitment signal leads to higher positive evaluations of a white political
candidate. Moreover, consistent with the other outcomes of interestiseameéans
presented in Figure 5.&/hen Wallace referencdis wife (54.3%) or giving up his high
paying job to work for civil rights organizations (56.8%), a higher percentage of

respondents rated him warmly (p<.01).

Figure 5.8

Mean Differences in Candidate's Perceived Genuineness by Experimental Condition
(N=1,149; 95% Cls)
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Figure 5.9

Percentage of Respondents who believe the Candidate is Genuine by Experimental Condition
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Note: *=p<.05; **p<.01; All significance tests are tvi@iled and relative to the

Control condition.

One concept thdtfelt was important to include in this work was the perception of
genuineness to get a sense of respondents who were exposed to certain signals were more
inclined to think the candidate was pandering to them, or if they believed that his concern
for the Hack community wa real. The results in Figure SBow that when Wallace
shows his community commitment by sacrificing his physicalweihg, he is seen as
having being more genuine (M=5.7) in his concern for the black community relative to
when he doesot show any commitment (M=5.02; p<.01). When discussing his financial
sacrifice (M=5.46), Wallace is seen as more genuine though it falls outside of
conventional statistical significance (p<.10). The findings presented in this picture could
be indicativeof the difficulties white candidates face in proving their genuine concern for

the black community. Black respondents seem to respond the most to the costliest signal

of physical sacrifice which suggest that black individuals need to see strong signals in
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order to believe that a whi dommuoitgiagenuhat e 0 s
Figure 5% hows that in the condition where Wall
potential of him turning his back on black people, approximately 51% oéfpondents

in that condition perceived him to be genuine. This is statistically different from the

neutral condition where he offers no commitment signal (p<.05). We find similar results

when he discusses his financial sacrifice. However, we also 3deshpeople, relative

to the control condition, believed him to be genuine when he referenced his physical

sacrifice (p<.10).

Figure 5.10
Mean Differences in Reginald Wallace's Perceived Partisanship by Experimental Condition
(N=1,149; 95% Cls)
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Note: *=p<.05; **p<.01; All significance tests are tvt@iled andrelative to the
Control condition.

Next, | consider if respondents can infer his partisan affiliation from his
commitment to the community. Although his party affiliation is not explicitly stated, and
the findings i n Figur ansd hissafiliation varkedagreatly u b j e c t

based on the kind of community commitment signal they were exposed to. Respondents
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in the control condition saw Wallace as being much closer to a Republican than a
Democrat. Conversely, wheeynd sWaclllaaicne 6tsh arte shpeo
represent the interests of the black community referenced his physical sacrifice for the
racial group, subjects were more likely, when compared to the control condition, to
perceive him as being closer to a Democrat (p<.01)jests in the NAACP social ties
condition also perceived his affiliation to be closer to the Democratic Party than when he
sent no signal of community commitment (p<.10). These findings provide meaningful
insights into the kind of information community coritment signhals communicate when
certain details about a candidate are not made available. The fact that subjects in the
physical sacrifice condition see the partisanship of Reginald Wallace as being closer to
their own (67% of the sample identifies as enat) suggests a perceived political
closeness with the candidate when he highlights that particular sacrifice.

Figure 5.11

Mean Differences in the Race of Reginald Wallace's Perceived Constituency by Experimental Condition
(N=1,149; 95% Cls)

11l

Control Social Ties- Wife Social Ties- NAACP Sacrifice- Financial Sacrifice- Physical

Black
|

Race of Perceived Constituency

White

Experimental Condition

Note: *=p<.05; **p<.01; All significance tests are tvtailed and relative to th
Control condition.
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Theresults presented in Figure 5.1dild on the findings in Figure 5.18bout
Reginald Wall aceds perceived partisan af fi
condition were more likely when compared to those in the cotralition to believe
that he would represent black people best (p<.05). This finding suggests that when white
candidates signal physical sacrifice they are more likely to be seen as better representing
blacks relative to whites. No other signal of commuo@ammitment led subjects to
believe that Reginald Wallace would represent blacks best, which speaks to the power of
that particular community commitment signal.

Figure 5.12

Mean Differences in Reginald Wallace's Perceived Viability by Experimental Condition
(N=1,149; 95% Cls)

Difference in Perceived Viability

Control Social Ties- Wife ~ Social Ties- NAACP Sacrifice- Financial Sacrifice- Physical

Experimental Condition

Note: *=p<.05; **p<.01; All sigiificance tests are twiailed and relative to the
Control condition.

| examine whether the candidatebs viabi
to which respondentsre randomly assigned. Figure 5stibws us the difference in

participantsdé perceptions of Reginald Wall
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for the subjectsd perceived viability of R
perception of his ability to get support from tkawmters from their perception of his
ability to get support from white voters. The difference measure allows me to examine
how a given respondent views Wallaceds vVvia
viability for whites.The higher, more positv val ues represent the s
perception that Wallace is more viable amongst black voters than white voters. We see
that, on average, when Wallace employs the physical sacrifice (M=.02) he perceived to
be more viable for black voters relatiit®ewhen he employs no commitment signal (M=

15; pO.01). When discussing-OBiasdhi@ndor seme
financial sacrifice (M=.07), Wallace is seen as more viable for black voters relative to
the control condi tpresented(nFigure®Show thal thaeks required i n g
the costliest signal in order to believe that black voters will vote for a white candidate.
Despite being seen as more viable for blacks the other community commitment signals
were not convincing enough fordak voters to believe that Reginald Wallace would be

more likely to gain support from black voters over white voters.
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Figure 5.13
Mean Differences in Willingness to Support Reginald Wallace by Experimental Condition
(N=1,149; 95% Cls)
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Willingness to Support
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Experimental Condition

Note: *=p<.05; **p<.01; All significance tests are tvt@iled andrelative to the
Control condition.

Figure 5.14
Percentage of Respondents Willing to Support Candidate by Experimental Condition
(N=499)
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Note: *=p<.05; **p<.01; All significance tests are twt@iled and relative to the
Control condition.

128



On average, those who were randomly placed into thergmental

condition where Reginald Wallace responded to Tyrone Moseley by pointing out his
physical sacrifice for the black community (M=5.46) are more willing to support Wallace
than those participants in the icaacralt r ol C
sacrifice (M=5.29) resonated with respondents leading for a significant increase their
willingness to support him relative to those who read the article where he did not offer
any sense of community (p<.05). Both the sacrifice signals lead tamgéarnncreases
in willingness to support Wallace while the social ties conditions where Wallace
references his wife (M=5.19) or his endorsement from the NAACP (M=5.13) lead to
increases that fall outside of conventional significance (p<.10). As witheafindings in
this chapter, Reginald Wallace is more likely to gain support from black voters when he
signals physical sacrifice. While financial sacrifice generally leads to positive evaluations
of Wallace from those in that experimental conditiors mot as meaningful as when he
di scusses how heds put himself 1in har moés
A greater percentage of the respondents in the physical sacrifice and financial sacrifice
experimental conditions were willing to support Redd Wallace (50% and 48%
respectively; p<.01 for both) when compared to the control condition. Additionally, 44%
of those respondents in the experimental condition when Wallace referred to his wife,
Kyara, as holding him accountable were willing to suppon, which is a meaningful
difference (p<.05) in percentage relative to the percentage of those willing to support him
in the control condition.

Overall, these results demonstrate that the physical sacrifice has the strongest effect

on causing blacks to be more supportive of a white political candidate. Additionally, we
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see that the lack of community commitment signals consistently leads to lower
evaluations while using some kind of sacrificial signal leads to the highest average
evaluation and a greater percentage of individuals exposed to those signals viewing the

candidate positively, which leads to a greater willingness to support him.

Discusson
The findings presented in this chapter demonstrate that community commitment

signals also benefit white political candidates. This chapter offers a fresh perspective on
our understandings of the ways in which white politicians can appeal to blacg, aotdr

which of these appeals are most effective at garnering positive evaluations. Furthermore,
this chapter furthers our intuition about
vary based on the type of community commitment signals they employ.

As expected, and consistent across numerous outcome variables, when Reginald
Walllace referenced his physical sacrifice for the black community, he received, on
average, the highest evaluations relative to when he did not signal any community
commitment atla | in the control condition. Signal./
racial group is the costliest of the signals offered, and the results in this chapter tell us
that the costliness of signal resonates in a similar fashion for both white and black
canddates. This moves our understanding of this particular community commitment
signal forward because it suggests that its impact is generalizable to politicians from
other groups, and that black voters want to see candidates, regardless of their racial
baclground, embodying the actions of Civil Rights leaders who often sacrificed
physically for the sake of black political progress.

In addition to the positive evaluations when Reginald Wallace signaled physical sacrifice,

we also see that those respondertie vead about his financial sacrifice evaluated him
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positively compared to when he used no community commitment signal. Again, these
results suggest that black voters prize signals that show a candidate choosing the black
communi tyos i nwneersomalgain. Bhis expectatibneandrdesioe are not
confined to ceracial candidates, which provides further evidence of the power and
influence community commitments of sacrifice have on black perceptions of political
candidates. Moreover, the fact thia¢ evaluations for Wallace are not as high when he
signals financial sacrifice as when he speaks about his physical sacrifice indicate that
black individuals are making distinctions about the sacrifices candidates make, and
evaluating them based on thalstinctions despite the fact that the signal is still one
where the candidate places the groupds int
display of physical sacrifice signals a realized accountability that shows black voters that
the candidate hadready worked on behalf of the black community, which leads to a
higher percentage of black voters believing his trustworthiness. Moreover, on average,
black respondents in the physical sacrifice condition perceive higher levels of trust
relative to whemo signal is used.

These similarities in the results presented in chapter 4 and this chapter drive home
the point that black voters desire representatives who have the ability to use signals that
reference what they haadreadydone for the black community. Community
commitment signals of personal sacrifice, while inspired by the acts of the leader of the
Civil Rights Movement, are not only effective for black representatives, and offers white
politicians, of whom black votersag be more critical, the opportunity to prove that they
are committed to the racial group and its political interests. The general acceptance of this

signal shows black voterso6é6 preference for
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to show reatied accountability to the racial group. White candidates who can use signals
of past sacrifices on behalf of the racial group are able to communicate that they
understand and have already placed the gro
interst s to further the black communityds pol
signals from Bernie Sanders who often cited his experience in the Civil Rights Movement
to explain his understandings of the racial injustices many black people face, and why h
was qualified to handle them having already been active in the past.

Despite the consistency in findings for the personal sacrifice community
commitment signals the evaluations when the white candidate employs social tie
community commitment signals k&l different story than his black counterpart in chapter
4. When Reginald Wallace, the white candidate references his wife, he receives high
evaluations relative to the control condition across numerous evaluative outcomes.
Conversely, when he signaled l@ndorsement from the NAACP, respondents gave him
lower evaluations relative to the social ties wife condition. It appears that the individual
connection to a member of the black community by way of marriage is a meaningful
signal to black voters aboutah i t e candi dateds ability to f
community. | believe that the conscious effort to marry outside of the race is meaningful,
but in particular marrying a person who seemingly cares about the black community
enough to reprimanthe candidate should he deviate from the norms of the black
community signals something stronger and more intentional than being endorsed by a
black organization. This result was not seen as pandering as the perceptions of Reginald

Wal | aceds @shgheiandsmtestcaly swnificant relative to the control
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condition suggesting that blacks in the condition where Wallace references his wife
perceived his concern for the black community to be real.

As alluded to before, the example of New York/Cit may or Bi |l |l de Bl a
marriage and meant a lot to black people namely because of the belief that he could not
overlook the needs of the black community because he was married to a racial group
me mber . Here we see t he dpwitlehsivieeesopatee f de B
with black voters, and | believe we see a similar sentiment reflected in the evaluations
given to Reginald Wallace from black participants in the experimental condition where
he discusses his wife. This finding is an intereséind unexpected departure from the
findings in chapter 4, which showed that when a black candidate invoked his wife, he
was seen as disingenuous and received no evaluations that were more positive than the
control condition.

However, why does being endedsby a wellknown black organization not
signal higher amounts of commitment to the black community and its goals than being
married to a black woman? | think that being endorsed by the NAACP is a meaningful
signal to black voters, but the personal cotinedo the black community that being
married to a black woman signals a stronger accountability to the group than merely
having a NAACP endorsement. Thereds no sen
political in nature, which may vyield to the perdeptof pandering. Of all the community
commitment signals, the one discussing the endorsement from the NAACP yields the

lowest perceptions of genuine concern for the black community.

Conclusion
This chapter builds off the results from Chapter 4 by ingatitig whether the

community commitment signaling framework is generalizable to white candidates. In this
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chapter | show that black voters evaluations of white candidates do vary based on the
community commitment signals they employ in similar ways tokotandidates.

Overall, this chapter proffers support for the generalizability of the community

commitment signaling framework by showing that the physical sacrifice signals
communicates the strongest levels of accountability to the black community, and thu

lead to higher candidate evaluations for a white candidate. While the community
commitment signals do lead to meaningful variation in black political attitudes and
behaviors when white politicians are the signalers, they do lead to different results than
those seen for the black candidate in chapter 4. In particular, we see that white candidates
have a higher bar to meet for black citizens. The signals that yielded the highest rewards
were those that clearly conveyed a strong, personal connection &xiddegroup by way

of physical or financial sacrifice, or being married to agraup member. These specific
signals require the candidatedos o met hi ng, whet her it is pl a
financial weltbeing on the line for the sake of the raciaup, or choose to marry

someone who is a member of the community. These signals provide black voters with
proof of the candidatebds realized account a
candidates to have the strongest ties possible since they awgrtnaitihe racial group

and thus cannot be held to the same expectations as black candidates who have been
socialized to understand the accountability structure of the black community. Thus,
despite the fact that they sent the exact same signals, |ipdihé perceived

accountability for the candidates was lower because black individuals did not have high

expectations for white candidatesd account
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Having a personal connection to the black community suggests a higher level of
commitment and underlying accountability for those white candidates who cannot refer
to a sacrifice they have made for the racial group. This is an important contribution in
numerous ways chief among them being that it shows that black voters want the same
commiment from all political candidates but certain signals are more effective based on
the candidateds race. -fadadgpdusespplagadpparyinhowt spe
black voter perceive an egtroup political candidate. In chapter 4, we saw tigatading
a potential to be held accountable by referencing his wife led Reginald Washington to be
seen as disingenuous. However, in this chapter he is not only seen as genuine in a
statistically meaningful way but this signal is the most effective outdidgnaling
physical and financial sacrifice.

There is a dearth of literature on how black voters perceive and evaluate white
politicians. | suspect this lack of literature is because scholars believe that black voters
rely on partisanship over race whevaluating white politicians. This chapter contributes
greatly to our understanding of black political behavior by revealing that blacks have the
same expectations for candidates who seek to represent them, regardless of their race but
their perceptionsfahe candidate are different based on candidate race despite using the
same signals to convey their commitment to the black community. This is important as
we consider the role that racial identity and skin color play in our understandings of black
political decisioamaking. The results of this chapter make it clear that as blacks look
through the lens of their racial identity they are looking for representatives that they
perceive have the best interests of the community at heart, and while there are some

assumptions made about candidates based on their skin color, the use of certain
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community commitment signals is not constrained by skin color similarities. The next
chapter will review the findings of the overall dissertation and offer insights into the

contribution this research offers.
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Chapter 6 A New Framework for Understanding Black Political Considerations
The preceding chapters have investigated the political considerations black voters
weigh when selecting candidates to support in political contexts where their race and/or
partisan affiliation are the same. In this examination, | have established addatests
theoretical framework that offers unique insights into what black voters want from their
elected officials. This concluding chapter discusses the broader implications of my
results. | speculate about future applications and directions the comroomitgitment
signaling framework has in explaining not only black political behavior but also that of
other politically marginalized communities.
This dissertation contributes to understanding of political decisiaking at the
group level. Much attentiohas been devoted to how partisanship (Achen and Bartels
2004) and ideology (Kinder and Kalmoe 2016) informs the political choices people make
and as two potential group categories that have the potential to explain why citizens make
certain choicesiVhatwe know about the considerations black individuals make largely
comes from Dawsondés (1994) black wutility h
the political world through the lens of their racial identity. Within this heuristic, scholars
often daw on the feeling of linked or shared fate that many blacks possess as an
explanation for why certain political choices, such as candidates to support, are made.
While the black utility heuristic and linked fate do offer meaningful insights into black
political decisions, they do not necessarily offer the most complete explanation for the
considerations black voters make when cand
This dissertationds main contribution i

framework, which argues that race is made relevant to electoral choice because black
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voters are seeking likely to be held accountable to the racial group. To meet these
expectations, black politicians send community commitment signals of sacrifice and/or

socid connections to the black community to convey a realized or potential
accountability to the black communityds no
consequences of this framework are apparent in many electoral contexts, but most

notably in circumstancestwer e candi datesodo race and/ or pal

constant where other, simpler, signals will not suffice.

Community Commitment Signaling & Black Politicians
The community commitment signaling framework deviates from the general practice

ofanalg i ng t he bl ack votersé behavior through
the contemporary work of White et al. (2014) and Laird et al. (2017), and argue that

black individuals rely on the social accountability structure established withinettie b

community during the times of its political exclusion. While the linked fate narrative

offers insights into why black politicians make certain political decisions (i.e.,

corresponding with black voters regardless of their district) (Dawson 19%1), it i

insufficient to explain why politicians feel compelled to display these acts to black voters.

This dissertation argues that black politicians understand that, to be successful, they must

di splay an accountability tdad htehegrholugpdk dom
above oneb6s individual interest to further
politicians send signals of their commitment to black voters to communicate an

understanding and accountability to these expectations. Thiméaaingful step forward

in the study of black politics because it demonstrates a higher level of political
sophistication in black votersod6 decisions

on black political decisiomaking.
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While White et al(2014) and Laird et al. (2017) move us forward by showing how
concern of social sanctions and being seen as a good racial group member keep some
black people from deviating from certain norms and expectations, the authors do not
explain how this theory igpplied to the relationship between black voters and political
candidates. By looking through the lens of social accountability, the community
commitment signaling framework shows that black voters are not only looking for
politicians who will represent #ir political interests, but whose actions are likely to
change with the threat of social sanctions from the black community. It also shows that
politicians cannot simply assume that the things they do for black people because of their
sense of linked fatis inherently known by black voters. Instead, my theoretical argument
and the subsequent tests show that black voters require politicians to publically
communicateheir accountability.

One of the most wekkstablished facts within black politics is thgh degree of
success of candidates with Civil Rights movement backgrounds in garnering black voter
support (Canon 1999; Gillespie 2010). What is less clear is why these candidates are
often seen as more preferable than candidates whose backgrounoisgaoeinded in the
protest tradition, but who might otherwise be equally or more qualified in other
di mensi ons. | explain that the | evel of ac
physical and financial welbeing led black voters to see thegeil®Rights leaders as
optimal representatives to ensure the political needs and concerns of the black community
remain a priority. | argue further in this dissertation that the Civil Rights leaders set the
bar of expectations for what black voters waaotrirtheir political representatives. This

assertion is supported strongly in the results of Chapters 3 and 4, where we see the
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physical and financial sacrifice signals led to the most positive evaluations. Black voters
use Civil Rights leaders as the benahknfor the kinds of representatives they prefer, and
those who meet the benchmark, regardless of when they were born, are rewarded while
those who do not see no improvement in how blacks view them, which could make the
difference in a primary election wieenumerous candidates of the same party and
perhaps the same race are running against one another.

One might wonder how important these findings are given that those individuals with
roots in the Civil Rights movement are dying out or leaving public@ffhile this is
true, the signals of sacrifice often associated with the Civil Rights leaders are not bound
to that era or to those individuals. Moreover, with the assurgency of movements like
Black Lives Matter, we are seeing similar sacrificial choloeing made by black
individuals who may choose to participate in politics. Indeed, in the most recent
Cincinnati mayoral race, candidate Yvette Simpson cited to her personal involvement in
the Black Lives Matter protests as a way to distinguish herseif rer opponent (Knight
2017). This serves as just one example of how the signals of sacrifice are not artifacts of
1960s black political leaders, but rather archetypes of certain political candidates that can
be embodied in contemporary politics. Undandiag how black individuals respond to
these signals not only explains Civil Rights leaders have been more successful in black
districts, but also predicts future candidates who convey similar signals should garner
similar support.

Importantly, this theretical framework does not rely on the policy positions or
preferences of either voters or politicians to explain the electoral decisions black

individuals make. This establishes another departure from existing literature, which often
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looks for policy cogruence as a measure of connection between black candidates and
constituents (Whitby 1999; Lublin 1999). The signaling framework offers an explanation
for why black candidates in Hralatedendos (2015
information rather than pigly-focused information like their white counterparts. The

black candidates examined in the study understood that they needed to signal their
understanding and adherence to the social accountability structure of the black
community. By placing more ragelated content on their website biographies, those
candidates are hoping black voters will receive the signals and support them. While
scholars have found that black representatives do provide more substantive representation
for black voters (Lublin 1997; Witby 1997), the research presented in this dissertation
suggests that perhaps it is because voters chose a candidate who was accountable to the
racial group, and thus predisposed to making sure her policy preferences worked in favor

of the black community

Community Commitment Signaling & Black Voters
Beyond the motivations of politicians making appeals to black voters, | shine new

light on some of the considerations black voters make when looking for potential
representatives. Much of existing literatusa black political behaviors focuses on the
consequences of gacial voting and not the antecedents that lead certain representatives
to be selected or overlooked by black voters. This dissertation offers a lens through which
we are able to analyze thepresentational considerations black voters make as they think
of candidates to suppggtior to their election into office.

By applying the social accountability structure to their relationships with political
candidates, black voters have effectivalgated a screening process by which

candidates, regardless of their race, have to prove their accountability to the norms and
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expectations of the racial group. This expands our understandings of how and why black
voters support some candidates over othgmnoving beyond a shared descriptive
categorization, and differentiating it from a simple rational policy maximizing model. My
model tells us why there have been cases such as the 2014 Maryland Gubernatorial
election where Anthony Brown, a highly viabllatk candidate who sent very few
signals of commitment to the black community, was unable to secure the black vote and
win. This framework also tells us about why Representative Steve Cohen of Memphis has
been able to maintain his seat despite having &iabtl weHknown black opponents
challenge him. Black people want a politician who is committed and accountable to the
racial group regardless of her race, which challenges some of the prevailing notions of
what black voters are looking for in candidafBise results presented show that black
voters have a preference for@rial politicians, but the meaningful increases across
numerous outcomes for both the black and white candidates when sacrifice community
commitment signals were used suggests thatié¢see for a candidate who shows
commitment and accountability is meaningful consideration blacks maké ftential
representatives. These results are best captured in a quotedkarend O.C. Collins of
Bethlehem Baptist Church in Memphis, Cohepmurter, who saysijYes, we want black
representation, but we dondt want black re
representatioBba¢ékKovaoaiehs2@wamM), regardl ess
identity, an individual who they believhas been or can be accountable to the racial
group, and they have a sense of what cues to that accountability look like.

While the expectation that one should prove accountability to the racial group has

its foundation in an intreacial dynamic, this gsertation shows that these expectations
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of accountability are leveraged against-guaup representatives as well. This has
implications for our understandings of contemporary politics broadly construed, as the
black electorate is a meaningful voting bieithin American politics, and because many

of the representatives they vote for at higher levels of government tend to be white. More
to the point, existing literature tells us very little about how black voters view or evaluate
white politicians, and theesults presented here tell us that while white candidates are not
inherently viewed as favorably as black candidates, black voters will offer positive
evaluations if the candidate is perceived to be accountable to the racial group and its

political interests.

Implications for Descriptive Representation
Much of the literature on descriptive representation focuses on black voting

behavior as it relates solely to the race of the candidate with little regard to the strategic
choices or various personas blgaRiticians can employ. This oversight overlooks the
nuanced ways in which both black voters and black politicians engage with one another.
Most of the literature that focuses on the relationship between black politicians and black
voters examines the autmes (i.e., greater political efficacy, perceived trustworthiness,
etc.) and not the considerations made prior to the election of the candidate that lead to
those outcomes.

Moreover, it is unclear whether the outcomes found in the descriptive
representabn literature occur because the candidate is believed to be a good
representative when she runs for office or perceived to be one once already in office.
Most of the surveys and examinations occur{edsttion and engage with perceptions of
a candidatefger she has won, making our understanding of the role that race plays in

candidate perceptions more difficult to ascertain because of the issues of spuriousness.
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The community commitment signaling framework helps overcome this problem by
focusing on how lack voters make decisions based on the variety of appeals a politician
can make during a campaign. This framework makes it clear that some descriptive
representatives are not seen in the same way as others and may be less likely to get
support from blackoters depending on how, and if, they use signals to convey their
accountability. By tackling the endogeneity problem through the use of multiple
experimental studies, | push us toward better understanding the order by which
determinations about candidate® made by black voters, and what outcomes are
produced by way of those determinations. This is an important contribution because it
suggests that the outcomes associated with being represented flyraumpimember
may be because black voters have swdeother potential descriptive representatives
during the election process, and selected the most optimal politician to further their
political interests.

To be sure, selecting candidates based on perceptions of their ability to represent
o ne ds issomethingewse see within many elections across different identity groups.
However, the mechanisms used by black voters are not only racially focused but operates
within a social accountability structure based on racial group norms. In the same way that
black individuals police the behaviors of fellow racial group members who deviate from
the groupbébs norms and expectations, percep
represent the group are informed by her proof of accountability to the racial giup a
susceptibility to sanctions. This development in our understanding of black political
behavior shines new light on the importance of recognizing the kinds of descriptive

representatives that are elected and how black voter preference for certaimpslias
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implications for the political outcomes often observed in extant research, such as turnout,

political efficacy, etc.

Future Research Implications
While the results of this dissertation offer new and intriguing answers to

important political questions, they also lead to more questions that future research should
investigate to continue diving deeper into the complicated political degisaking
process of black Americans.

| examine the influence of explicit signals of commitment to the black
community. More subtle forms of community commitment signals that are available to
politicians, and their influence should be explored for the sake of unddirgjgust how
politically nuanced black voters are. Signals such as church affiliations, attending a
Historically Black College or University, or perhaps even being a member of a
traditionally black fraternity or sorority could all serve as signals obae ¢ o mmi t me nt
the black community. These signals are of particular importance to those younger, more
professionalized black politicians who feel that to signal their sacrifice for the black
community might isolate white voters. This line of researcérefh much deeper look
into the framework introduced in this dissertation, and it would expand what we know
about how black politicians seeking higher offices are constrained but might be able to
send more subtle signals to black voters without isolatinites.

Building on this premise, | investigate how black voters respond to these signals
of commitment, and do not engage with how white voters as the receivers of the signals
might alter the ways in which politicians are evaluated. Some work suggaistsdre
explicit forms of compassion towards the black community leads many whites, regardless

of their partisan affiliation, to negatively evaluate the candidate (Stephens 2013, Wamble
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and Laird 2017). Based on those results, it is reasonable to exgestdn politicians
employ the sacrifice commitment signals, white voters will be less inclined to offer
positive evaluations. What is not clear is how white voters will respond to the social tie
signals, and whether the way in which the signals are ceadwsill matter.

| also uncover a paradox presented in these studies between perceived candidate
viability and community commitment that | intend to investigate. Gettes (2009) tell
us that blacks are aware that candidates who are perceived asxgabies who are
believed to be able to gain white support. How, then, do black voters navigate the desire
for a candidate who is accountable to the racial group and yet remains viable? There are a
number of confounds to consider that future researchsrteeatidress to adequately
answer this question.

Finally, future research should investigate whether the community commitment
signaling framework is generalizable to other groups. This dissertation focused on black
voters because they serve as the optoasaé to study. The effects of signals were
expected to be significant because of Dbl ac
group cohesion in politics and perception of the electoral world through the lens of their
black identity, which leads tté establishment and maintenance of norms and
expectations over time. Though high amounts of behavioral and attitudinal variation
within the black community occur, research has also shown that on numerous dimensions
such as partisanship that black votess anly behave similarly but also enforce this
shared behavior amongst fellow group members. The use of social sanctions as an
enforcement tool stems from the black comm

greater political inclusion (White et al 24).
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In many ways blacks set the standard for our ability to truly understand whether
signals of commitment to other identity groups will work in a similar fashion. As argued
throughout this dissertation, the expectations that black voters have foergptees
come from their experience with politicians with roots in the Civil Rights Movement. The
results of the experimental tests further support the claim that black voters prefer
politicians whose actions resemble those made by Civil Rights leadhersleBired
signals black voters expect to see are informed by this historical event, which is not
necessarily found in the histories of other groups, making the establishment of shared
norms and expectations for descriptive representatives difficult éstast While not
impossible, the lack of a historical narrative that not only unified the group, but also set
up expectations for representatives, presents a high hurdle for testing the effect of these
signals for other groups. Additionally, the high amisuof political and racial variation
within other politically marginalized identity groups such as women, Latinxs, and Asian
Americans adds to the difficulty of nailing down what these groups want from
representatives, and what in turn representatived toegignal to meet those
expectations. Some groups such as feminists may provide the necessary characteristics
because of the shared desire for a singular goal that allows for concrete expectations that
politicians can meet.

This dissertation offers aeaningful step forward in understanding black political
behavior broadly. Moreover, the community commitment signaling framework offers a
potentially generalizable way of understanding how and why politically marginalized
groups select certain representasi over others, and why representatives make certain

strategic choices in their appeals. If we do not move forward with this line of inquiry we
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risk drastically overlooking and underestimating the political sophistication of these
groups on the groundsatthe mechanisms and tools they use are different from those

traditionally studied within political science.
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APPENDIX A: Experiment Questionnaires and Experimental Treatments for Chapter 3
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Experiment Questionnaire

consent

Julian Wamble at the University of Maryland, College Park, is inviting you to participate
in this research study. The purpose of this study is to get a sense of how effective some
campaign materials are at optimizing the success @merging politicatandidate.

Your participation in this study will involve you completing a brief questionnaire. You
wi || be presented with a copy of a candi da
about the material's content as well as youicg@references. The study will take
approximately 15 minutes to complete.

The Institutional Review Board requires me to disclose that the risks to you as a
participant are minimal, and that efforts have been made to keep yourslatgyl
informationconfidential.

For your participation, you will be rewarded redeemable credit as
previously agreed with the designated third survey party, Survey Sampling International
(SSI). You may refuse to participate in this stwdthout penalty or loss of benefits to
which you are otherwise entitled. There are no direct benefits from
participating in this research. However, possible benefits include expanding
understanding of the political role of candidptefiles.

Any potential loss of confidentiality will be minimized by a firewall
protected computer mai ntained by UMDO6s d
access limited to the investigator and the university feahsupport staff. Besides
simple demographic characteristics (age, sex, race, etc.), no other personally identifying
information will be collected from the subjects. At the conclusion of the data collection
portion of the study, there will be noecord linking the subjects' data to any uniquely
identifying information.  If we write a report or article about this research project,
your identity will be protected to the maximum extent possible. Your information may
be shared with represetitees of the University of Maryland, College Park or
governmental authorities if you or someone else is in danger or if we are required to do
so by law. If you decide to stop taking part in the study, if you have questions,
concerns, or comaints, or if you need to report an injury related to the research, please
contact the investigator:

Julian Wamble
5141 Tydings Hall
301-4054557
jwamble@umd.edu

If you have questions about your rights as a research participant or wish to report a
researctrelated injury, please contact:

University of Maryland College Park
Institutional Review Board Office
1204 Marie Mount Hall

College Park, Maryland, 20742
E-mail: irb@umd.edu
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Telephone: 304050678

This research has been reviewedading to the University of Maryland, College Park
IRB procedures for research involving human subjects. Your clicking "Yes"

indicates that you are at least 18 years of age; you have read this consent form or have
had it read to you; your questi® have been answered to your satisfaction and you
voluntarily agree to participate in this research study.

I f you agree to participate, please click
Yes
No

age

Provide your age in years (e.g., 26)

educ
What is the highest level of education you have completed?

Less than High School
High School / GED
Some College

2-year College Degree
4-year College Degree
Masters Degree
Doctoral Degree

Professional Degree (JD, MD)

State
In which state do you currently reside?

¢ Al abama . .. I do not reside in the Unite
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Gender
What is your sex?

Male
Female

Other

Q36 You will now be presented with a screenshot of an emerging political candidate's
profile. After seeing the screenshot, you will be asked a series of questions.

Please read the questions carefully and answer honestly as the candidate and his
campagn want feedback as they prepare their campaign materials.

[PARTICPANTS WERE RANDOMLY TO ONE OF THE FIVE CONDITIONS IN
THE EXPERIMENT AT THIS POINT IN THE SURVEY]

SM_commit
Based on the information you have read, on a scale of 0 to 10, how committea do
think Samuel Monroe is to interests that are important to the black commQigifig
"Not at all Committed" and 10 being "Very Committed."

Not At All Committed Very Committed

01 2 3 45 6 7 8 9 10

SM_VCp If given the chance, what is the percent chance that you would vote for Samuel
Monroe?

The percent chance can be thought of as the number of chances out of 100. You can use
any number between 0 and 100. For example, numbers like 2 and 5 percent may be
"almost no chance," 20 percent or so may mean "not much chance, b5 percent
chance may be a "pretty even chance,” 80 percent or so may mean a "very good chance,"
and a 950r 98percent chance may be "almost certain.”

0 10 20 30 40 50 60 70 80 90 100
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FT
We would like to get your feelings about some groups and public figures in American
society. When you see the name of a person or group, please rate it with what we call a
feeling thermometer by moving the mouse pointer and clickindp@thermometer on a
number from 0 to 100. Ratings between 0 and 49 degrees mean that you don't feel
favorably toward the person or group and that you don't care too much for that person or
group; ratings between 51 and 100 degrees mean that you fealdignvand warm
toward the person or group. If you don't feel particularly warm or cold toward a person or
group you would rate them at 50 degrees.

0 10 20 30 40 50 60 70 80 90 100

Samuel Monroe '

cand_race
Is Samuel Monroe African American/Black?

Yes

No
SM_donate
If you were given $100 to donate in support of Samuel Monroe's campaign and could
keep the money you did not donate for yourself, how much of the $100 would donate?

0 means you would donate no money to Monroe's campaign and kedf)thiof
yourself and 100 means you would donate all $100, keeping no money for yourself.
0 10 20 30 40 50 60 70 80 90 100

Donation Amount '

SupSM
Based on the information you have read, on a scale of 0 to 10, how willing would you be
to supportSamuel Monroe? 0 being "Not at All Willing" and 10 being "Very Willing."

Not At All Willing Very Willing

1 2 3 4 5 7 8 9 10
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SM_trust
Based on what you have read and heard please answer the following quéstians:
scale of 1 to 10 whereig "Not at All Trustworthy and 10 is "Very Trustworthy," how
trustworthy do you think Samuel Monroe is?

Not at All Trustworthy  Very trustworthy

1 2 3 4 5 7 8 9 10

SM_Know
Based on what you have read and seen please answer the folljpwestgpnOn a scale
of 1 to 10 where 1 is "Not at All Knowledgeable and 10 is "Very Knowledgeable," how
knowledgeable do you think Samuel Monroe is?
Not At All Very Knowledgeable
Knowledgeable

1 2 3 4 5 7 8 9 10

SM_CC 1Based on what you have read:
How committed do you think Samuel Monroe will be to the challenges the black
community is facing?

Strongly Committed
Somewhat Committed
Somewhat Not Commited

Not At All Committed
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Mobil _1 Based on what you have read, during the campaign, would you talk to any
people and try to show them why they should vote for Samuel Monroe?

No

Yes

Mobil_2 Based on what you have read, would you wear a Samuel Monroe campaign
button, put a campaign stiekon your car, or place a sign in your window or in front of
your house?

Yes

No

Mobil_3 Based on what you have read, would you go to any political meetings, speeches,
dinners, or things like that in support of Samuel Michaels?

No
Yes

Engage_1Would you be willing to write a letter, call, or send an email to Samuel
Monroe giving him your opinion about something that should be done?

Yes

No
Engage_2Would you be willing to discuss Samuel Monroe with your family or friends?

No

Yes
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Engage_3If you had a problem that Samuel Monroe could do something about, do you
think he would be very helpful, somewhat helpful, or not very helpful?

Not Very Helpful
Somewhat Helpful
Very Helpful

Depends

SM_Rep How likely are you to believe that Samuel Monroerepresent your political
interests?

Very Unlikely
Unlikely
Likely

Very Likely

GovtAsst Some people feel that the government should not make any special effort to
help blacks because they should help themselves. Suppose these people are at one end of
a scale, at point 1. Others feel the government in Washington should make every effort to
improve the social and economic position of blacks. Suppose these people are at the other
end, at point 7.
Where would you place yourself on this scale?

1.Blacks Should Help Themselved Government should make an effort to
improve position of blacks

1 2 3 5 6 7

Place Yourself on this Sca '
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Control_ MC
Of the below statements, which statement did Samuel Monroe say?

i want t he wor k | do in office to alte
benefits all citizenso

AMy daughter graduated magna cum | aude

"ltdéds time for us to move beyond race,
Amer i canso

Social Ties_MC
Of the below statements, which statement did Samuel Monroe say?

AGrowing up, my parents were members of
bringing political equality to black peop

AMy daughter graduated magna cum | aude

"ltds time for us to move beyond race,
Ameri canso

Personal Sacrifice_ MC
Of the below statements, which statement did Samuel Monroe say?

N

I haewe ngyi Wl ood, sweat, and tears to br

1]

My daughter graduated magna cum | aude

"l'tbés time for us to move beyond race,
Americanso
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meetlIn the future, how likly are you to attend a meeting to talk about political or social
concerns?

Extremely Likely
Very Likely
Slightly Likely

A little Likely

Not at all Likely

info In the future, how likely are you to distribute information or advertisements
supportinga political or social interest group?

Extremely Likely
Very Likely
Slightly Likely

A Little Likely

Not at all Likely

march In the future, how likely are you foin in a protest march, rally, or
demonstration?

Not At All Likely
A Little Likely
Slightly Likely
Very Likely

Extremely Likely

158



moneyIn the future, how likely are you to give money to an organization concerned with
a political or social issue?

Extremely Likely
Very Likely
Slightly Likely

A little Likely

Not at all Likely

How much do you agree or disagree with the following statement?
Black politicians have an obligation to represent the political interests of their racial
group.

Strongly Agree

Somewhat Agree

Neither Agree nor Disagree
Somewhat Disagree

Strongly Disagree
Districts Some people think that districts should be drawn so that blacks and Hispanics
have their own representatives in government and white have their own representatives in
government. Other people think that districts should be drawn without regice.
Which do you think is bektdistricts should be drawn so that blacks, Hispanics, and

Whites all have their own representatives in government, or districts should be drawn
without regard to race?

Blacks/Hispanic/Whites own representatives
Pay No Attention to Race

Don't Know
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District_A Would your position change if Blacks, Whites, and Hispanics having their
own representatives meant more Republicans and fewer Democrats would be elected to
Congress?

Yes
No

District_B Would your position cange if drawing districts without regard to race meant
that Blacks and Hispanics would continue to be underrepresented in government?

Yes

No

RaceRepDoes having a representative who shares the same race as you make him or her
a better representative?

Yes

No

RaceRep_1You have indicated that having a candidate who is the same race makes them
a better representative. For you, how important is having a representative of the same
race?

Very unimportant
Somewhat unimportant
Somewhat important

Very Important
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Election Some people think that election rules should be changed so that the number of
blacks and Hispanics in Congress is equal to the population in the country. Other people
think that the election rules should remain as they are.

Which one do you think is bektielection rules should be changed so that the number of
blacks and Hispanics is equal to the population in the country, or the election rules should
remain as they are?

Election rules change
Election rules remain as they are

Don't Know

Election_A Would your position change if changing election rules so that the number of
blacks and Hispanics in Congress is equal to the population meant adopting the system
currently used in many European democracies, but not in the UnéttsS

Yes
No

Election_B Would your position change if keeping the election rules as they are meant
that the number of blacks and Hispanics in Congress would always be less than the black
and Hispanic populations in the country?

Yes

No

DR_2How impatant is it that more legislators of your race or ethnicity are elected to the
state legislature or Congress?

Very important
Somewhat important
Not at all important

Don't Know
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DR_1How much do you agree or disagree with the following statement?

Black politicians should represent the interests of the black community.
Strongly Agree
Somewhat Agree
Neither Agree nor Disagree
Somewhat Disagree

Strongly Disagree

disc_ womHow much discrimination againgfOMEN do you feel there is in the United
States today, limited their chances to get ahead?

A lot
Some
Just a little

None at all

disc_white How much discrimination againgfHITE AMERICANS _ do you feel there
is in the United States today, limited their chances to get ahead?

None At All

Just a Little

Some

A lot
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disc_blk How much discrimination againBLACK AMERICANS _do you feel there is
in the United States today, limited their chances to get ahead?

A lot
Some
Just a little

None at all

disc_blk2 How much of the racial tension that exists in the United States today do you
think BLACK AMERICANS are responsible for creating?

All of it

Most

Some

Not much at all

None

BIkPol Do you think blacks are unfairly targeted by police?

Yes
No

| don't know
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Affirmative action policies in higher education are an effective way to rectify past
discrimination.

Strongly Agree

Agree

Neither agree nor Disagree
Disagree

Strongly Disagree

BO_JA
Now we would like you to answer a series of questions aBaxeck Obama's presidency

Please indicate if you approved or disapproved of the following:

Disapprove  Disapprove Not Approve Not Approve
Strongly Strongly Strongly Strongly

Barack
Obama’'s
handling of the
economy

Barack
Obama's
handling of his
job as presiden

Barack
Obama's
handling of
relations with
foreign
countries

boracel n t hinking about Barack Obamads presic
much time addressing issues that affect that black community, do you think he has spent
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the right amount of time addressing these issues, or do you think he has spent too little
time/not spent enough time addressing the black community's issues?

Too Much Time
Right Amount of Time

Too Little Time

bo_vcDuring the 2008 and 2012 presidential elections, many celebrities and public
figures claimed to vote for Barack Obama "becauselilack.” From what you

remember, did you have any friends or family who supported Obama because of his skin
color?

Yes

No

bo_bcThroughout his presidency, many have said that President Obama has not done
enough to help the black community, how much do you disagree or agree with this
critique?

Strongly agree

Agree

Neither agree nor disagree
Disagree

Strongly disagree

bo_blk During the 2008 and 2012 presidential elections, many people critiqued President
Obama for not being "black enough™ because of his personal background. From what you
can remember, did you have friends or family who considered whether Obama was
"black enogh" when decided whether to support him?

Yes

No
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Huddy_ 1 How important is being black to you?

Extremely Important
Very important
Not Very Important

Not at all important
Huddy_2 How well does the term "black™" describe you?

Extremely Well
Very Well
Not Very Well

Not Well at All

Huddy_ 3 When talking about black people, how often do you use "we" instead of
"they"?

All of the time
Most of the time
Some of the time
Rarely

Never
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Huddy_ 4 To what extent do you think of yourself as "black"?

A great deal
Somewhat
Very Little

Not at all

LF Do you think what happens generally to Black people in this country will have
something to do with what happens in your life?

Yes

No

LFa You indicated that what happens generally to black peophesircountry will have
something to do with what happens in your life. Will it affect you a lot, some, or not very
much?

A lot
Some

Not very much

FT_Dem We would like to get your feelings about some groups and public figures in
American society. When you see the name of a person or group, please rate it with what
we call a feeling thermometer by moving the mouse pointer and clicking on the
thermometer o number from 0 to 100. Ratings between 0 and 49 degrees mean that
you don't feel favorably toward the person or group and that you don't care too much for
that person or group; ratings between 51 and 100 degrees mean that you feel favorably
and warm towat the person or group. If you don't feel particularly warm or cold toward
a person or group you would rate them at 50 degrees.

0 10 20 30 40 50 60 70 80 90 100

Democrats '
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FT_CRM We would like to get your feelings about some groups and public figures in
American society. When you see the name of a person or group, please rate it with what
we call a feeling thermometer by moving the mouse pointer and clicking on the
thermometer o number from 0 to 100. Ratings between 0 and 49 degrees mean that
you don't feel favorably toward the person or group and that you don't care too much for
that person or group; ratings between 51 and 100 degrees mean that you feel favorably
and warm towat the person or group. If you don't feel particularly warm or cold toward
a person or group you would rate them at 50 degrees.

0 10 20 30 40 50 60 70 80 90 100

Civil Rights Movement Leader '

FT_Trump We would like to get your feelings about some groups and public figures in
American society. When you see the name of a person or group, please rate it with what
we call a feeling thermometer by moving the mouse pointer and clicking on the
thermometer oa number from 0 to 100. Ratings between 0 and 49 degrees mean that
you don't feel favorably toward the person or group and that you don't care too much for
that person or group; ratings between 51 and 100 degrees mean that you feel favorably
and warm towat the person or group. If you don't feel particularly warm or cold toward
a person or group you would rate them at 50 degrees.

0 10 20 30 40 50 60 70 80 90 100

Donald Trump '

FT_Hisp We would like to get your feelings about some groups and public figures in
American society. When you see the name of a person or group, please rate it with what
we call a feeling thermometer by moving the mouse pointer and clicking on the
thermometer o number from O to 100. Ratings between 0 and 49 degrees mean that
you don't feel favorably toward the person or group and that you don't care too much for
that person or group; ratings between 51 and 100 degrees mean that you feel favorably
and warm towat the person or group. If you don't feel particularly warm or cold toward
a person or group you would rate them at 50 degrees.

0 10 20 30 40 50 60 70 80 90 100
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Latinos '

FT_BRepWe would like to get your feelings about some groups and public figures in
American society. When you see the name of a person or group, please rate it with what
we call a feeling thermometer by moving the mouse pointer and clicking on the
thermometer oa number from O to 100. Ratings between 0 and 49 degrees mean that
you don't feel favorably toward the person or group and that you don't care too much for
that person or group; ratings between 51 and 100 degrees mean that you feel favorably
and warm towat the person or group. If you don't feel particularly warm or cold toward
a person or group you would rate them at 50 degrees.

0 10 20 30 40 50 60 70 80 90 100

Black Republicans '

FT_ObamaWe would like to get your feelings about some groups and public figures in
American society. When you see the name of a person or group, please rate it with what
we call a feeling thermometer by moving the mouse pointer and clicking on the
thermometer o number from 0 to 100. Ratings between 0 and 49 degrees mean that
you don't feel favorably toward the person or group and that you don't care too much for
that person or group; ratings between 51 and 100 degrees mean that you feel favorably
and warm towat the person or group. If you don't feel particularly warm or cold toward
a person or group you would rate them at 50 degrees.

0O 10 20 30 40 50 60 70 80 90 100

Barack Obame '

FT_White We would like to get your feelings about some groups and public figures in
American society. When you see the name of a person or group, please rate it with what
we call a feeling thermometer by moving the mouse pointer and clicking on the
thermometer o number from 0 to 100. Ratings between 0 and 49 degrees mean that
you don't feel favorably toward the person or group and that you don't care too much for
that person or group; ratings between 51 and 100 degrees mean that you feel favorably
and warm towat the person or group. If you don't feel particularly warm or cold toward
a person or group you would rate them at 50 degrees.

0 10 20 30 40 50 60 70 80 90 100

Whites '
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FT_BLM We would like to get your feelings about some groups and public figures in
American society. When you see the name of a person or group, please rate it with what
we call a feeling thermometer by moving the mouse pointer and clicking on the
thermometer oa number from 0 to 100. Ratings between 0 and 49 degrees mean that
you don't feel favorably toward the person or group and that you don't care too much for
that person or group; ratings between 51 and 100 degrees mean that you feel favorably
and warm towat the person or group. If you don't feel particularly warm or cold toward
a person or group you would rate them at 50 degrees.

0 10 20 30 40 50 60 70 80 90 100

Black Lives Matter Activists '

FT_Black We would like to get your feelings about some groups and public figures in
American society. When you see the name of a person or group, please rate it with what
we call a feeling thermometer by moving the mouse pointer and clicking on the
thermometer o number from 0 to 100. Ratings between 0 and 49 degrees mean that
you don't feel favorably toward the person or group and that you don't care too much for
that person or group; ratings between 51 and 100 degrees mean that you feel favorably
and warm towat the person or group. If you don't feel particularly warm or cold toward
a person or group you would rate them at 50 degrees.

0 10 20 30 40 50 60 70 80 90 100

Blacks '

FT_RepsWe would like to get your feelings about some groups and public figures in
American society. When you see the name of a person or group, please rate it with what
we call a feeling thermometer by moving the mouse pointer and clicking on the
thermometer o number from 0 to 100. Ratings between 0 and 49 degrees mean that
you don't feel favorably toward the person or group and that you don't care too much for
that person or group; ratings between 51 and 100 degrees mean that you feel favorably
and warm towat the person or group. If you don't feel particularly warm or cold toward
a person or group you would rate them at 50 degrees.

0 10 20 30 40 50 60 70 80 90 100

Republicans '

FT_HClin We would like to get your feelings about some groups and public figures in
American society. When you see the name of a person or group, please rate it with what
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we call a feeling thermometer by moving the mouse pointer and clicking on the
thermometer o number from O to 100. Ratings between 0 and 49 degrees mean that
you don't feel favorably toward the person or group and that you don't care too much for
that person or group; ratings between 51 and 100 degrees mean that you feel favorably
and warm towat the person or group. If you don't feel particularly warm or cold toward
a person or group you would rate them at 50 degrees.

0 10 20 30 40 50 60 70 80 90 100

Hillary Clinton '

FT_PoliceWe would like to get your feelings about some groups and public figures in
American society. When you see the name of a person or group, please rate it with what
we call a feeling thermometer by moving the mouse pointer and clicking on the
thermometer o number from 0 to 100. Ratings between 0 and 49 degrees mean that
you don't feel favorably toward the person or group and that you don't care too much for
that person or group; ratings between 51 and 100 degrees mean that you feel favorably
and warm towat the person or group. If you don't feel particularly warm or cold toward
a person or group you would rate them at 50 degrees.

0 10 20 30 40 50 60 70 80 90 100

The Police '

FT_SandersWe would like to get your feelings about some groups and public figures in
American society. When you see the name of a person or group, please rate it with what
we call a feeling thermometer by moving the mouse pointer and clicking on the
thermometer oma number from 0 to 100. Ratings between 0 and 49 degrees mean that
you don't feel favorably toward the person or group and that you don't care too much for
that person or group; ratings between 51 and 100 degrees mean that you feel favorably
and warm towat the person or group. If you don't feel particularly warm or cold toward
a person or group you would rate them at 50 degrees.

0 10 20 30 40 50 60 70 80 90 100

Bernie Sander: '
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Can_Sup_BIn a few sentences, please explain what you expect to see from a black
political candidate before you give him or her your support.

Q921n a few sentences, please explain what you expect to see from a white political
candidate before you give him or her your support.

Q93In a few sentences, please explain what you expesete from a political candidate
before you give him or her your support.

PID Generally speaking, do you usually think of yourself as a Republican, a Democrat,
or Independent?

Democrat
Republican

Independent

PID_Dem Would you call yourself a strong Democrat or a not very strong Democrat?

Strong Democrat

Weak Democrat

PID_Rep Would you call yourself a strong Republican or a not very strong Republican?

Strong Republican

Weak Repulican
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PID_Ind Do you think of yourself as closer to the Republican or Democratic Party?

Republican
Democratic

No Preference

ideologyWe hear a lot of talk these days about liberals and conservaiWeste would
you place yourself on the scddelow?

Very liberal

Liberal

Slightly liberal
Moderate,middle of the road
Slightly conservative
Conservative

Very Conservative
incomePlease indicate your yearly household income.

Less than $30,000
$30,000 $39,999
$40,000i $49,999
$50,000i $59,999
$60,000i $69,999
$70,0001 $79,999

$80,000i $89,999
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$90,000i $99,999
$100,000-$124,999
$125,000$149,999
$150,000 $174,999
$175,000 or more
race What is your race?

White/Caucasian
Black/African American
Hispanic

Asian

Native American
Pacific Islander

Other

Debrief

Thank you for your participatiomuring this study, you may have been shown a
candidate's picture and profile. These materials were not real. They were constructed
stories to find out how voters wouldact to different candidate profiles. This was done
because discussions on issues of race are sensitive to some people.

Thank you very much for your time. Should you have any questions regarding your rights
as a participant in this research, please mfor contact Julian Wamble
atjwamble@umd.edor 3024054557

If you are upset with this study you have the right to have your data withdrawn from this
study at any point within two weeks of your participation. If within two weeks of your
participation yal decided you would like to have your data removed please send an
emailjwamble@umd.edor call 302405-4557.
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Experiment Treatments

Figure Al. Control Condition

Samuel Monroe

Democrat

About Me:

| seek to be a creative and compassionate leader who offers a fresh
perspective on how we, as Americans, can unite. | want the work | do in
office to alter the political landscape in such a way that it benefits all
citizens.
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Figure A2. Social Ties Condition

Samuel Monroe

Democrat

About Me:

Growing up, my parents were members of an organization that focused on bringing
social, economic, and political equality to black people. During that time, they
showed me not only how much injustice black people endured, but also the good
work being done to assist those who are in the constant struggle for fairness. |
seek to be a creative and compassionate leader who offers a fresh perspective on
how we, as Americans, can unite. | want the work | do in office to alter the political
landscape in such a way that it benefits all citizens.
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Figure A3. PersonalSacrifice Condition

Samuel Monroe

Democrat

About Me:

| have given my blood, sweat, and tears to bring justice to the black community, and
| will march, protest, and go to jail if it means bringing equality to our people. | will
continue to fight tirelessly because we deserve more, and cannot wait for the
“powers that be” to give it to us. | seek to be a creative and compassionate leader
who offers a fresh perspective on how we, as Americans, can unite. | want the work
| do in office to alter the political landscape in such a way that it benefits all citizens.
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Appendix B: Balance Statistics and Supplemental Analysis for Chapter 3
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Table B1. Balance Statistics

Control Social Ties Personal Sacrifice
Age 39.6 years 40.0 years 39.8 years
% Female 51.2% 50.4% 52%
Education Some College Some College Some College
Ideology Slightly Liberal Slightly Liberal Slightly Liberal
Partisanship Weak Democrat Weak Democrat Weak Democrat
Income $50,000i 40,0001 $49,999 40,0001 $49,999
$59,999**
% From South 52% 52.6% 58%

Note: **p<.01; A statistically significant number of individuals in the Control make more
money relative to the other experimental conditions.

Figure B1.
Mean Differences in Samuel Wallace's Perceived Community Commitment by Experimental Condition
(N=420; 95% Cls)

o
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8.02** 7.99**

-

6.94

Perceived Community Commitment
6
1

Social Ties Personal Sacrifice

Control

Experimental Condition
Note: **p<.01. All significance tests are twtailed and relative to the Control condition
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Perceived Helpfulness

Figure B2.

Mean Differences in Candidate's Perceived Helpfulness by Experimental Condition

(N=420; 95% Cls)

2.30* 2.29+
2.14 | '

Control Social Ties Personal Sacrifice

Experimental Condition

Note: *p<.05; +p<.10. All significance tests are tteded and relative to the Control
condition

Percent Change of Voting

Figure B3.

Mean Differences in Percent Chance of Voting for Candidate by Experimental Condition

80 100
1 1
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L

40

(N=420; 95% Cls)

69.95+ 68.68
64.85 T

Social Ties Personal Sacrifice

Control

Experimental Condition

Note: + p<.10. All significance tests are ttaled and relative to the Control condition
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Figure B4.

Mean Differences in Willingness to Support Candidate by Experimental Condition
(N=420; 95% Cls)

10

® - 7.45" 7.28+
6.77 ‘ T

Willingness to Support
6
1

Control Social Ties Personal Sacrifice

Experimental Condition

Note: *p<.05; +p<.10. Alsignificance tests are twiailed and relative to the Control
condition

Figure B5.
Mean Differences in the Candidate's Perceived Trustworthiness by Experimental Condition
(N=420; 95% Cls)

10
1

. 7.48"
- I 7.11

Perceived Trustworthiness

Social Ties Personal Sacrifice

Experimental Condition
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Note: **p<.01. All significance tests are twailed and relative to the Control condition

Figure B6. Mean Differences in Affective Attachment by ExperimentaCondition
(N=420; 95% Cls)

Affective Attachment

Control Social Ties Personal Sacrifice

Experimental Condition
Note: **p<.01. All significance tests are twailed and relative to the Control condition
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SUPPLEMENTAL ANALYSIS

Figure B7. Mean Differences in Affective Attachment by Experimental Condition
and Respondent Gender (N=42095% CIs)

Affective Attachment
4
1

Control Social Ties Personal Sacrifice
Experimental Conditions

Respondent Gender

Male [ Female
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Figure B8. Mean Differences in Affective Attachment by Experimental Condition
and Respondentdés Generation Coho

O)‘ =
5

w0
E .
g
<
£
B

Sl Control Social Ties Personal Sacrifice

Experimental Conditions
Generation Cohort
' Baby Boomers [ Generation X I Villenials

Note: *p<.05. All significance testsaretwoa i | ed and rel ative t

respective Control condition

Figure B9. Mean Differences in Affective Attachment by Experimental Condition
and Level of Linked Fate
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Figure B10. Mean Differences in Willingness to Participate by Experimental
Condition
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WIllingness to Participate Politically
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Experimental Conditions

Figure Bll. Adjusted Pr ediAtachnentbaseslby Re s p or
Experimental Condition
(Baseline Control Condition)
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APPENDIX C: Experiment Questionnaires and Experimental Treatments for Chapter 4
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Experimental Questionnaire

Consent

Consent for Research Participation Julian Wamble at the University of Maryland,
College Park, is inviting you to participate in this research study. The purpose of this
study is to get a sense of how effective some campaign materials are at optimizing the
success of an emerging politicandidate. Your participation in this study will involve
you completing a brief questionnaire. You
campaign materials and asked questions about the material's contetitasywour

policy preferences. The study will take approximately 15 minutes to complete.

The Institutional Review Board requires me to disclose that the risks to you as a
participant are minimal, and that efforts have been made to keep youraatdy

information confidential. Moreover, you do not have to answer any questions with which
you feel uncomfortable. There are no direct benefits from participating in this research.
However, possible benefits include expanding understanding of halidege profiles

the make accessible to the publicAny potential loss of confidentiality will be
minimized by a frewalpr ot ect ed computer maintained by
Government and Politics, with access limited to the investigator and thesityive

technical support staff. Besides simple demographic characteristics (age, sex, race, etc.),
no other personally identifying information will be collected from the subjects. At the
conclusion of the data collection portion of the study, there wiidoeecord linking the
subjects' data to any uniquely identifying informationif | write a report or article

about this research project, your identity will be protected to the maximum extent
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possible. Your information may be shared with representatféhe University of

Maryland, College Park or governmental authorities if you or someone else is in danger
or if we are required to do so by law.For your participation, you will be rewarded
redeemable credit as previously agreed with the desigtiatddsurvey party Qualtrics.

You may refuse to participate in this study without penalty or loss of benefits to which
you are otherwise entitled. Your participation in this research is completely

voluntary. You may choose not to take part at dflyou decide to participate in this
research, you may stop participating at any tifigou decide not to participate in this
study or if you stop participating at any time, you will not be penalized or lose any
benefits to which you otherwise qualify.

If you decide to stop taking part in the study, if you have questions, concerns, or
complaints, or if you need to report an injury related to the research, please contact the
investigator: Julian Wamble 5141 Tydings Hall 30054557

jwamble@umd.edu If you have questions about your rights as a research participant
or wish to report a researcblated injury, please contact: University of Maryland
College Park

Institutional Review Board Office

1204 Marie Mount Hall

College Park, Maryland, 2@2

E-mail: irbo@umd.edu

Telephone: 304050678

This research has been reviewed according to the University of Maryland, College

Park IRB procedures for research involving human subjects. IRB #: 1037240

Your <clicking fYeywuwareneldasi 18 yeans df age;aydudnave read a t
this consent form or have had it read to you; your questions have been answered to your
satisfaction and you voluntarily agree to participate in this research study. Should you
desire, you may print/downloadcopy of the consent form for their own records.

Do you consent to participate in this study¥ou agree to participate, please click
AYes. I wi || participate in this study. o

Yes, | will participate in this study.

No, | will not participaten this study
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screener_1

"We care about the quality of our survey data, for us to get the most accurate measures of
your opinions, it is important that you thoughtfully provide your best answers to each
guestion in this survey."

"Do you commit to thaghtfully provide your best answers to the questions in the
survey?"

| WILL provide my best answers

| will NOT provide my best answers
age
What is your age?

educ

Please indicate the highest level of education you have completed.
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No formal education

1st, 2nd, 3rd, or 4th grade
5th or 6th grade

7th or 8th grade

9th grade

10th grade

11th grade

12th grade NO DIPLOMA
High School GraduateHigh school diploma
Some college, no degree
Associate Degree
Bachelors Degree
MastersDegree

Professional or Doctorate Degree

sex
Please indicate your sex.

Male

Female
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region
Which region of the country do you live in?

Midwest- IA, IL, IN, KS, MI, MN, MO, ND, NE, OH, SD, Wi
Northeast CT, DC, DE, MA, MD, ME, NH, NJ, NY, PA, RI, VT
Southeast AL, AR, FL, GA, KY, LA, MS, NC, SC, TN, VA, WV
Southwest AZ, NM, OK, TX

West- AK, CA, CO, HI, ID, MT, NV, OR, UT, WA, WY

race
Do you consider yourself primarily White or Cauieas Black or African American,
American Indian, Asian or Pacific Islander, Hispanic or Latino or something else?

White or Caucasian

Black or African American
American Indian

Asian or Pacific Islander

Hispanic or Latino/a

Screener 2
Please selecRed".
White

Black
Red
Pink
Green
Blue

= =4 4 -4 a8 2

You will now be shown a news article that follows a developing satrgut a
Congressional hopeful, Reginald Wallace.

Pay close attention to the article's content as you will be asked questions about the
article.
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*NOTICE** You will not be able to proceed to the next pagettbsecondsOnce the
timer is at :00 you can click the button to proceed to the next page

rw_trust_1

How much do you think you can trust Reginald Wallace to addressténests that are
important to the black community?

On a scale of @10, 0 beind'Not at All" and 10 beingVery Much."
Not At All Very Much

01 2 3 456 7 8 910

trust_oe

Please explain whether the statement made by RedMalldce was enough to gain your
trust. If not, what would he need to do to gain it?

trust_wife

How much do you think you can trust Reginald Wallace's wife Kyara ensure he addresses
theinterests that are important to the black community?

On a scale ofQ0, 0 beind'Not at All" and 10 beingVery Much."
Not At All Very Much

01 2 3 45 6 7 8 9 10
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trust_naacp
How much do you think you can trust the local NAACP chaptensure that Reginald
Wallace addresses the interests that are important to the black community?

On a scale of @10, 0 beind'Not at All" and 10 beingVery Much."
Not At All Very Much

01 2 3 456 7 8 910

rw_gen

How genuine do yothink Reginald Wallace is about addressing the interests that are
important to the black communit@?being "Not at all Genuine™ and 10 being "Very
Genuine."

On a scale ofQ0, 0 beind'Not at Genuine’and 10 beingVery Genuine."
Not At All Genuine Very Genuine

01 2 3 45 6 7 8 9 10

rw_account

How confident are you, if you are at all, that Reginald Wallace would change his
behavior should you and members of your community voiced concerns about how he
represented your community affice?

Not At All Confident ~ Very Confident

01 2 3 45 6 7 8 9 10

OE_2
Please explain how would you respond if Reginald Wallace was proven unable to
represent the interests of the community.

End of Block: Open Ended Question 2

193



Start of Block: Willingness to Support Wallace

rw_sup
Based on the information you have heard, how willing would you be to support Reginald
Wallace?

On a scale of 0 to 10, 0 beifigot at All Willing" and 10 beingVery Willing."
Not At All Willing Very Willing

01 2 3 45 6 7 8 9 10

rw_eval
Based on what you read, do you like Reginald Wallace?

Yes

No

rw_eval2
Based on what yoread, please explain why you do OR do not like Reginald Wallace.

church_attend
Do currently attend, or are a member or involved in a church, mosque, or synagogue, or
other place of worship?

Yes

No
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rw_viablew
How likely, if at all, do you think Reginald Wallace will be able to gain support from
white voters?

Extremely Unlikely
Moderately Unlikely
Neither Likely nor Unlikely
Slightly Likely

Extremely Likely

rw_viableb
How likely, if at all, do you think Reginald Wallace will be able to gain support from
black voters?

Extremely Unlikely
Moderately Unlikely
Neither Likely nor Unlikely
Slightly Likely

Extremely Likely

rw_trust_2
Based on what you heard, please answer thenfimitpquestionsOn a scale of 1 to 10
where 0 is "Not at All Trustworthy and 10 is "Very Trustworthy," how trustworthy do
you think Reginald Wallace is?

Not at All Trustworthy  Very trustworthy

01 2 3 456 7 8 9 10
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rw_ft
We would like toget your feelings about some groups and public figures in American
society. When you see the name of a person or group, please rate it with what we call a
feeling thermometer by moving the mouse pointer and clicking on the thermometer on a
number from Od 100. Ratings between 0 and 49 degrees mean that you don't feel
favorably toward the person or group and that you don't care too much for that person or
group; ratings between 51 and 100 degrees mean that you feel favorably and warm
toward the person orgup. If you don't feel particularly warm or cold toward a person or
group you would rate them at 50 degrees.

0 10 20 30 40 50 60 70 80 90 100

Reginald Wallace '

rw_pid
Based on what you read, with which political party do you think Reginald Wadlace
affiliated?

Democratic
Republican

Independent

rw_rep
Based on what you read, how likely are you to believe that Reginald Wallace can
represent your political interests?

Very Unlikely

Unlikely

Neither likely nor unlikely
Likely

Very Likely
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engage_IWould you be willing to write a letter, call, or send an email to Reginald
Wallace giving him your opinion about something that should be done?

Yes

No

engage_ANould you be willing to discuss Reginald Wallace with your family or
friends?

No

Yes

engage_3f you had a problem that Reginald Wallace could do something about, do you
think he would be very helpful, somewhat helpful, or not very helpful?

Not Very Helpful
Somewhat Helpful

Very Helpful

mobil_1 Based on what you read, during the campaign, would you talk to any people and
try to show them why they should vote for Reginald Wallace?

No
Yes

mobil_2 Based on what you read, would you wear a Reginald Wallace campaign button,
put a campaign stickemoyour car, or place a sign in your window or in front of your
house?

Yes

No
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mobil_3 Based on what you read would you go to any political meetings, speeches,
dinners, or things like that in support of Reginald Wallace?

No

Yes

mobil_4 During an eledbn year people are often asked to make a contribution to support
campaigns, based on what you read, would you provide a financial contribution to
Reginald Wallace's campaign?

Yes

No

rw_constit Based on what you read, who do you think Reginald Wallaiteepresent
best?

White or Caucasian

Black or African American
mclBased on what you read, what did the Reginald Wallace opponent say about him?

"A clown"
"he is unable to represent the interests of the community”

"A family man"
mc2 Based on what you read, what is the name of Reginald Wallace's wife?

Denise
Kyara

Barbara
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mc3 Based on what you read, which organization supports Reginald Wallace?
Urban League
NAACP

ACLU

mc4 Based on what you read, for whom did Reginald Wallagekafter leaving his job
at a "prominent law firm"?

JP Morgan Chase
Civil Rights Organizations

Goldman Sachs

mc5 Based on what you read, what did Reginald Wallace get hit with while fighting for
equality?

Rocks
Rubber Bullets

Nothing

desc_repHow important is it to you that your elected representative is the same race or
ethnicity as you?

Very Important

Somewhat Important

Neither Important nor Unimportant
Slightly Unimportant

Not at all important
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LF Do you think what happens generallyBlack people in this country will have
something to do with what happens in your life?

Yes

No

LF_a You indicated that what happens generally to black people in this country will have
something to do with what happens in your life. Will it affect yoatadome, or not very
much?

A lot
Some

Not very much
huddy 1 How important is being black to you?

Extremely Important
Very important
Not Very Important
Not at all important
huddy 2 How well does the term "black" describe you?
Extremely Wd
Very Well
Not Very Well

Not Well at All
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huddy 3 When talking about black people, how often do you use "we" instead of "they"?

All of the time
Most of the time
Some of the time
Rarely
Never
huddy 4 To what extent do you think of yourself as "black"?
A great deal
Somewhat
Very Little

Not at all

ft We would like to get your feelings about some groups and public figures in American
society. When you see the name of a person or group, pleagenisttevhat we call a
feeling thermometer by moving the mouse pointer and clicking on the thermometer on a
number from 0 to 100. Ratings between 0 and 49 degrees mean that you don't feel
favorably toward the person or group and that you don't care tob fouthat person or
group; ratings between 51 and 100 degrees mean that you feel favorably and warm
toward the person or group. If you don't feel particularly warm or cold toward a person or
group you would rate them at 50 degrees.

0 10 20 30 40 50 60 70 80 90 100
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Donald Trump

Black Republicans

Barack Obame

Whites

Blacks

pid Generally speaking, do you usually think of yourself as a Republican, a Democrat, or
an Independent?

Democrat
Republican

Independent

dem_strWould you call yourself a strong Democrat or a not very strong Democrat?
Strong Democrat
Weak Democrat

rep_str Would you call yourself a strong Republican or a not very strong Republican?
Strong Republican
Weak Republican

id_closeDo you think of yairself as closer to the Republican or Democratic Party?
Republican
Democratic

No Preference
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ideoWe hear a lot of talk these days about liberals and conservaiiesre would you
place yourself on the scale below?

Very liberal

Liberal

Slightly liberal

Moderate, middle of the road

Slightly conservative

Conservative

Very Conservative
incomePlease indicate your yearly household income.

Less than $30,000

$30,000i $39,999

$40,0001 $49,999

$50,0001 $59,999

$60,000i $69,999

$70,0001 $79,999

$80,000i $89,999

$90,000i $99,999

$100,000-$124,999

$125,000 $149,999

$150,000 $174,999
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$175,000 or more

debrief

Thank you for your participatio®uring this study, you may have been shown an article
about Reginald Wallac& hese materials and the candidate you read about were not real.
They were constructed stories to find out how voters would react to certain political
statements. The use of fabricated texts was done because discussions on issues race are
sensitive to som people.

Thank you very much for your time. Should you have any questions regarding your rights
as a patrticipant in this research, please inform or contact Julian Wamble
atjwamble@umd.edor 301:4054557.

If you are upset with this study you have tlght to have your data withdrawn from this
study at any point within two weeks of your participation. If within two weeks of your
participation you decided, you would like to have your data removed please send an
emailjwamble@umd.edor call 3024054557,
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Experimental Conditions

Figure C1. Control Condition

USA TODAY

ONPOI_lTlCS HOUSE SENATE 2018 STATES ADS CAMPAIGN FINANCE POLLS TALKERS Q

Congressional hopeful responds to
Opponent’s Slight

William Cummings

“I’'ve heard Mr. Moseley has said that I am ‘part of the
white establishment of the Democratic Party.” Such
statements made to hurt my chances at election are
further proof of the change in leadership we need.”

| SO

W ROT
This comment was made at a recent rally where 2018 TAKE IT. MAKE IT,
House of Representatives hopeful, Reginald Washington =~ = &% \ ek
responded to comments made by his likely opponent, and
fellow black politician Thomas Moseley.

Reginald Washington More as this story develops....

Adobe Creative Cloud
Photography plan.

15$9.99/mo.

Join now
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Figure C2. Social Ties Wife Condition

USA TODAY

€329 ONPOLITICS HOUSE SENATE 2018 STATES ADS CAMPAIGN FINANCE POLLS TALKERS

Congressional hopeful responds to
Opponent's Slight

William Cummings

“I’ve heard Mr. Moseley has said that I am ‘part of the
white establishment of the Democratic Party,” which
shows that he clearly does not know my wife, Kyara,
because if I had turned my back on black people, she e e
would have all the locks changed, and my things would be

on the street. KE IT. MAKF IT,

Such statements made to hurt my chances at election are
further proof of the change in leadership we need.”

This comment was made at a recent rally where 2018

Reginald Washington House of Representatives hopeful, Reginald Washington

SO Adobe Creative Cloud
responded to comments made by his likely opponent, and Photography plan.

fellow black politician Thomas Moseley.

More as this story develops....
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Figure C3. Social TiesNAACP Condition

USATODAY

NPOLITICS HOUSE SENATE 2018 STATES ADS CAMPAIGN FINANCE POLLS TALKERS

Congressional hopeful responds to
Opponent’s Slight

William Cummings

“I’'ve heard Mr. Moseley has said that I am ‘part of the
white establishment of the Democratic Party,” which
shows that he clearly does not know that I am backed by
our local NAACP chapter. If I had turned my back on black
people, they mostly certainly would not support me.

Such statements made to hurt my chances at election are
further proof of the change in leadership we need.”

This comment was made at a recent rally where 2018

House of Representatives hopeful, Reginald Washington -
responded to. comments made by his likely opponent, and . Creative Cloud
fellow black politician Thomas Moseley Photography plan.

Lightroom for desktop and
mobile plus Photoshop CC

Just u5$9.99/mo.

Reginald Washington

More as this story develops....
Join now
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Figure C4. Personal Sacrifice Financial Sacrifice Condition

USA TODAY

€29 ONPOLITICS HOUSE SENATE 2018 STATES ADS CAMPAIGN FINANCE POLLS TALKERS

Congressional hopeful responds to
Opponent’s Slight

William Cummings

“I’'ve heard Mr. Moseley has said that I am ‘part of the white
establishment of the Democratic Party,” which shows that
he clearly does not know that I gave up my job at a
prominent law firm to work as an attorney for numerous
civil rights organizations. If I had turned my back on black W RNT
eople, I would have remained in corporate America and K e
IC)ollepcted my check. ¥ TAI,,<E IT. MAKF IT’:

Such statements made to hurt my chances at election are
further proof of the change in leadership we need.”

Reginald Washington This comment was made at a recent rally where 2018 House

of Representatives hopeful, Reginald Washington ‘ AdBbe Crestive Cloud
responded to comments made by his likely opponent, and Photography plan.

an

fellow black politician Thomas Moseley.

Just *$9.99/mo.

Join now

More as this story develops....
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Figure C5. Personal Sacrifice Physical Sacrifice Condition

USATODAY

JPOLITICS HOUSE SENATE 2018 STATES ADS CAMPAIGN FINANCE POLLS TALKERS

Congressional hopeful responds to
Opponent’s Slight

William Cummings

“I’'ve heard Mr. Moseley has said that I am ‘part of the
white establishment of the Democratic Party,” which
shows that he clearly does not know that T have been hit
with rubber bullets, tear gassed, and put in jail while
fighting for equality. If I had turned my back on black
people, it would be an insult to all of those people for
whom I fight.”

Such statements made to hurt my chances at election are
further proof of the change in leadership we need.”

Reginald Washington =

This comment was made at a recent rally where 2018 A y Rt vecloud
House of Representatives hopeful, Reginald Washington Photography plan.
responded to comments made by his likely opponent, and 1
fellow black politician Thomas Moseley. A

Just *$9.99/mo.

More as this story develops.... Join now
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Appendix D: Balance Statistics and Supplemental Analysis for Chapter 4
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Table D1. Summary Statistics by Experimental Conditions

Experimental Conditions

Control Social Ties SocialTies- Personal Personal
Wife NAACP Sacrifice- Sacrifice-
Financial Physical
Age 37.0 38.0 36.8 36.3 36.6
% Female 52% 48.5% 49% 50% 49.8%
Education Some College| Some College| Some College| Some College| Some College
Ideology Slightly Liberal | Slightly Liberal | Slightly Liberal | Slightly Liberal | Slightly Liberal
Partisanship Weak Democra] Weak Democrat Weak Democra] Weak Democral Weak Democrat
Income $40,000 $40,000 $40,000 $40,000 $40,000
$49,000 $49,000 $49,000 $49,000 $49,000
% From 49.6% 48.9% 47.2% 49.1% 41%*
South
Level of .6 .53 .61 .63 .55
Linked Fate
(0-1)

Note: *p<.05; There are less people from the South in the Physical Sacrifice condition.
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SUPPLEMENTAL ANALYSIS -
Moderating Effects

The effect of Linked Fate on Candidate Evaluations by Condition

Linked Fate Question Wording: Do you think what happens generally to Black people
in this country will have something to do with what happens in your life?

1 Yes

T No
Branching question for those yoWwWouanswer naY
indicated that what happens generally to Black people in this country will have
something to do with what happens in your life. Will it affect you a lot, some, or not very
much?

T Alot
1 Some
1 Not very much
Note: These two questions are combined and scaled from O (No Linked Fate) to 1 (A lot).

Figure D1. Average Experimental Effects on Feeling Thermometer Ratings by Level
of Linked Fate (N=1,150; 95% CIs)

= | 1 |

Control ST- Wife ST- NAACP PS- Financial PS-Physical
Experimental Conditions

60 80 100
| | |

Feeling Thermometer Rating
40

20
|

Level of Linked Fate
Low Linked Fate |l High Linked Fate

Note: ** p<.01. All significance tests are two tailed and between high and low linked fate
within each condition. There is also a statistically significant difference between the
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control condition and the physical sacrifice condition for those who habdihiged fate
(p<.05).

Figure D2. Average Experimental Effects on
Level of Linked Fate
(N=1,150; 95% Cls)

.6
1

Affective Attachment
4

2
1

Control Social Ties- Wife Social Ties- NAACP Sacrifice- Financial Sacrifice- Physical

Experimental Condition

Level of Linked Fate

I Low [ High

Note: * p<.05. All significance tests are two tailed and between high and low linked fate
within each condition.
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Figure D3. Average Experimental Effects on Willingness to Support by Respondent
60s Level of Linked Fate
(N=1,150; 95% ClIs)

10

" mom H W

Willingness to Support

Control ST-Wife  ST- NAACP PS- Financial PS- Physical

Experimental Condition

Level of Linked Fate
Low [ High

Note: ** p<.01. All significance tests are two tailed and between high and low linked fate
within each condition.
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Figure D4. Average Experimental Effects on
Represent Interests by Respondent 6s
(N=1,150; 95% Cls)

sk
*%

Perceived Ability to Represent Interests

Control ST- Wife ST- NAACP PS- Financial PS- Physical

Experimental Condition

Level of Linked Fate
Low [ High

Note: ** p<.01. All significance tests are two tailed and between high and low linked fate
within each condition.
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Figure D5. Average Experimental Effects on Affective Attachment by Level of
Respondent Sex (N=1,150; 95% CIs)
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Control ST-Wife  ST- NAACP PS- Financial PS- Physical
Experimental Condition

Respondent Sex
Female I Male

Note: + p<.10. All significance tests are two tailed and between male and fsithahe
each condition
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Figure D3. Average Experimental Effects on
Generational Cohort
(N=1,150; 95% Cls)
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Level of Affective Attachment

Control ST- Wife

ST- NAACP PS- Financial PS- Physical

Baby Boomers

Generational Cohort

B Generation X | Millenial
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APPENDIX E: Experiment Questionnaires and Experimental Treatments for Chapter 5
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Experimental Questionnaire

Consent

Consent for Research Participation Julian Wamble at the University of Maryland,
College Park, is inviting you to participate in this research study. The purpose of this
study is to get a sense of hovieetive some campaign materials are at optimizing the
success of an emerging politicandidate. Your participation in this study will involve
you completing a brief questionnaire. You
campaign materialand asked questions about the material's content as well as your
policy preferences. The study will take approximately 15 minutes to complete.

The Institutional Review Board requires me to disclose that the risks to you as a
participant are minimahnd that efforts have been made to keep your steidyed
information confidential. Moreover, you do not have to answer any questions with which
you feel uncomfortable. There are no direct benefits from participating in this research.
However, possil@ benefits include expanding understanding of how candidate profiles
the make accessible to the publicAny potential loss of confidentiality will be
minimized by afirewalpr ot ect ed computer maintained by
Government and Politicgyith access limited to the investigator and the university
technical support staff. Besides simple demographic characteristics (age, sex, race, etc.),
no other personally identifying information will be collected from the subjects. At the
conclusion of thelata collection portion of the study, there will be no record linking the
subjects’ data to any uniquely identifying informationf | write a report or article

about this research project, your identity will be protected to the maximum extent
possibé. Your information may be shared with representatives of the University of
Maryland, College Park or governmental authorities if you or someone else is in danger
or if we are required to do so by law.For your participation, you will be rewarded
redeenable credit as previously agreed with the designated third survey party Qualtrics.
You may refuse to participate in this study without penalty or loss of benefits to which
you are otherwise entitled. Your participation in this research is completely

voluntary. You may choose not to take part at aflyou decide to participate in this
research, you may stop participating at any tifigrou decide not to participate in this
study or if you stop participating at any time, you will not be penalizéose any

benefits to which you otherwise qualify.

If you decide to stop taking part in the study, if you have questions, concerns, or
complaints, or if you need to report an injury related to the research, please contact the
investigator: Julian Wameél 5141 Tydings Hall 364054557

jwamble@umd.edu If you have questions about your rights as a research participant
or wish to report a researctlated injury, please contact: University of Maryland
College Park

Institutional Review Board Offie

1204 Marie Mount Hall

College Park, Maryland, 20742

E-mail: iro@umd.edu

Telephone: 304050678

This research has been reviewed according to the University of Maryland, College
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Park IRB procedures for research involving human subjects. IRB372401

Your clicking AYeso below indicates that
this consent form or have had it read to you; your questions have been answered to your
satisfaction and you voluntarily agree to participate in this resesudy. Should you
desire, you may print/download a copy of the consent form for their own records.

Do you consent to participate in this study¥ou agree to participate, please click
AYes. I wi || participate in this study. o

Yes, | will participate in this study.

No, | will not participate in this study

screener_1

"We care about the quality of our survey data, for us to get the most accurate measures of
your opinions, it is important that you thoughtfully provide your bestvers to each

question in this survey."

"Do you commit to thoughtfully provide your best answers to the questions in the
survey?"

| WILL provide my best answers

| will NOT provide my best answers
age
What is your age?
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educ

Please indica&t the highest level of education you have completed.

No formal education

1st, 2nd, 3rd, or 4th grade
5th or 6th grade

7th or 8th grade

9th grade

10th grade

11th grade

12th grade NO DIPLOMA
High School GraduateHigh school diploma
Some college, no degree
Associate Degree
Bachelors Degree
Masters Degree

Professional or Doctorate Degree
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sex
Please indicate your sex.

Male

Female

region
Which region of the country do you live in?

Midwest- 1A, IL, IN, KS, MI, MN, MO, ND, NE, OH, SD, WI
Northeast CT, DC, DE, MA, MD, ME, NH, NJ, NY, PA, RI, VT
Southeast AL, AR, FL, GA, KY, LA, MS, NC, SC, TN, VA, WV
Southwest AZ, NM, OK, TX

West- AK, CA, CO, HI, ID, MT, NV, OR, UT, WA, WY

race

Do you consider yourself primarilhite or Caucasian, Black or African American,
American Indian, Asian or Pacific Islander, Hispanic or Latino or something else?

White or Caucasian

Black or African American
American Indian

Asian or Pacific Islander

Hispanic or Latino/a
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Screener 2
Please select "Red".
White

Black
Red
Pink
Green
Blue

= =4 4 4 - 9

You will now be shown a news article that follows a developing sargut a
Congressional hopeful, Reginald Wallace.

Pay close attention to the article's content as you will be asketiomsesbout the
article.

*NOTICE** You will not be able to proceed to the next pagettosecondsOnce the
timer is at :00 you can click the button to proceed to the next page

rw_trust_1
How much do you think you can trust Reginald Wallecaddress the interests that are
important to the black community?

On a scale ofQ0, 0 beind'Not at All" and 10 beingVery Much."
Not At All Very Much

01 2 3 456 7 8 910

trust_oe
Please explain whether the statement madedmgynald Wallace was enough to gain your
trust. If not, what would he need to do to gain it?
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trust_wife
How much do you think you can trust Reginald \&eé's wife Kyara ensure he addresses
the interests that are important to the black community?

On a scale of @10, 0 beind'Not at All" and 10 beingVery Much."
Not At All Very Much

01 2 3 456 7 8 910

trust_naacp
How much do youhink you can trust the local NAACP chapter to ensure that Reginald
Wallace addresses the interests that are important to the black community?

On a scale ofQ0, 0 beind'Not at All" and 10 beingVery Much."
Not At All Very Much

01 2 3 45 6 7 8 9 10

rw_gen

How genuine do you think Reginald Wallace is about addressing the interests that are
important to the black community?being "Not at all Genuine" and 10 being "Very
Genuine."

On a scale of 40, 0 being'Not at Genuine'and 10being 'Very Genuine."
Not At All Genuine Very Genuine

01 2 3 45 6 7 8 9 10
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rw_account
How confident are you, if you are at all, that Reginald Wallace would change his
behavior should you and members of your community voiced concernstalvolie
represented your community in office?

Not At All Confident ~ Very Confident

01 2 3 45 6 7 8 9 10

OE_2
Please explain how would you respond if Reginald Wallace was proven unable to
represent the interests of the community.

End of Block: Open Ended Question 2

Start of Block: Willingness to Support Wallace

rw_sup
Based on the information you have heard, how willing would you be to support Reginald
Wallace?

On a scale of 0 to 10, 0 beifigot at All Willing" and 10 beingVery Willing."
Not At All Willing Very Willing

01 2 3 45 6 7 8 9 10

rw_eval
Based on what you read, do you like Reginald Wallace?

Yes

No
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rw_eval2
Based on what yoread, please explain why you do OR do not like Reginald Wallace.

church_attend
Do currently attend, or are a member or involved in a church, mosque, or synagogue, or
other place of worship?

Yes

No

rw_viablew
How likely, if at all, do you think Reginald Wallace will be able to gain support from
white voters?

Extremely Unlikely
Moderately Unlikely
Neither Likely nor Unlikely
Slightly Likely

Extremely Likely

rw_viableb
How likely, if at all, do you think Reginald Wallace will be able to gain support from
black voters?

Extremely Unlikely
Moderately Unlikely
Neither Likely nor Unlikely
Slightly Likely

Extremely Likely
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rw_trust_2
Based on what you heard, please answer thenfimitpquestionsOn a scale of 1 to 10
where 0 is "Not at All Trustworthy and 10 is "Very Trustworthy," how trustworthy do

you think Reginald Wallace is?
Not at All Trustworthy  Very trustworthy

01 2 3 45 6 7 8 9 10

rw_ft
We would like toget your feelings about some groups and public figures in American
society. When you see the name of a person or group, please rate it with what we call a
feeling thermometer by moving the mouse pointer and clicking on the thermometer on a
number from Od 100. Ratings between 0 and 49 degrees mean that you don't feel
favorably toward the person or group and that you don't care too much for that person or
group; ratings between 51 and 100 degrees mean that you feel favorably and warm
toward the person orgup. If you don't feel particularly warm or cold toward a person or
group you would rate them at 50 degrees.

0 10 20 30 40 50 60 70 80 90 100

Reginald Wallace '

rw_pid
Based on what you read, with which political party do you think Reginald Wadlace
affiliated?

Democratic
Republican

Independent
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rw_rep
Based on what you read, how likely are you to believe that Reginald Wallace can
represent your political interests?

Very Unlikely

Unlikely

Neither likely nor unlikely
Likely

Very Likely

engage_1Would you be willing to write a letter, call, or send an email to Reginald
Wallace giving him your opinion about something that should be done?

Yes

No

engage_2ANould you be willing to discuss Reginald Wallace with your family or
friends?

No

Yes

engage_3f you had a problem that Reginald Wallace could do something about, do you
think he would be very helpful, somewhat helpful, or not very helpful?

Not Very Helpful
Somewhat Helpful

Very Helpful
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mobil_1 Based on what you read, during the campaign, would you talk to any people and
try to show them why they should vote for Reginald Wallace?

No

Yes

mobil_2 Based on what you read, would you wear a Reginald Wallace campaign button,
put a campaign stickemoyour car, or place a sign in your window or in front of your
house?

Yes

No

mobil_3 Based on what you read would you go to any political meetings, speeches,
dinners, or things like that in support of Reginald Wallace?

No

Yes

mobil_4 During an election year people are often asked to make a contribution to support
campaigns, based on what you read, would you provide a financial contribution to
Reginald Wallace's campaign?

Yes

No

rw_constit Based on what you read, who do you thinkjiRald Wallace will represent
best?

White or Caucasian

Black or African American
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mclBased on what you read, what did the Reginald Wallace opponent say about him?

"A clown"
"he is unable to represent the interests of the community”

"A family man"

mc2 Based on what you read, what is the name of Reginald Wallace's wife?
Denise
Kyara
Barbara

mc3 Based on what you read, which organization supports Reginald Wallace?
Urban League
NAACP

ACLU

mc4 Based on what you read, for whom did Reginald Wallaork after leaving his job
at a "prominent law firm"?

JP Morgan Chase
Civil Rights Organizations

Goldman Sachs
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mc5 Based on what you read, what did Reginald Wallace get hit with while fighting for
equality?

Rocks
Rubber Bullets

Nothing

desc_repHow important is it to you that your elected representative is the same race or
ethnicity as you?

Very Important

Somewhat Important

Neither Important nor Unimportant
Slightly Unimportant

Not at all important

LF Do you think what happens generallyBlack people in this country will have
something to do with what happens in your life?

Yes

No

LF_a You indicated that what happens generally to black people in this country will have
something to do with what happens in your life. Will it affect yoatadome, or not very
much?

A lot
Some

Not very much
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huddy 1 How important is being black to you?

Extremely Important
Very important
Not Very Important

Not at all important
huddy_2 How well does the term "black” describe you?

Extremely Wd
Very Well
Not Very Well

Not Well at All
huddy 3 When talking about black people, how often do you use "we" instead of "they"?

All of the time
Most of the time
Some of the time
Rarely

Never
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huddy_ 4 To what extent do you think of yourself as "black"?

A great deal
Somewhat
Very Little

Not at all

ft We would like to get your feelings about some groups and public figures in American
society. When you see the name of a person or group, pleagexisttevhat we call a
feeling thermometer by moving the mouse pointer and clicking on the thermometer on a
number from 0 to 100. Ratings between 0 and 49 degrees mean that you don't feel
favorably toward the person or group and that you don't care tob fouthat person or
group; ratings between 51 and 100 degrees mean that you feel favorably and warm
toward the person or group. If you don't feel particularly warm or cold toward a person or
group you would rate them at 50 degrees.

0 10 20 30 40 50 60 70 80 90 100

Donald Trump

Black Republicans

Barack Obame

Whites

Blacks

pid Generally speaking, do you usually think of yourself as a Republican, a Democrat, or
an Independent?

Democrat
Republican

Independent
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dem_strWould you call yourself a strong Democrat or a not very strong Democrat?

Strong Democrat

Weak Democrat
rep_str Would you call yourself a strong Republican or a not very strong Republican?

Strong Republican

Weak Republican
id_closeDo you think of yairself as closer to the Republican or Democratic Party?

Republican
Democratic

No Preference
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ideoWe hear a lot of talk these days about liberals and conservaiiesre would you
place yourself on the scale below?

Very liberal

Liberal

Slightly liberal

Moderate, middle of the road

Slightly conservative

Conservative

Very Conservative
incomePlease indicate your yearly household income.

Less than $30,000

$30,000i $39,999

$40,0001 $49,999

$50,0001 $59,999

$60,000i $69,999

$70,0001 $79,999

$80,000i $89,999

$90,000i $99,999

$100,000-$124,999

$125,000 $149,999

$150,000 $174,999
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$175,000 or more

debrief

Thank you for your participatio®uring this study, you may have been shown an article
about ReginaldVallace. These materials and the candidate you read about were not real.
They were constructed stories to find out how voters would react to certain political
statements. The use of fabricated texts was done because discussions on issues race are
sensitiveto some people.

Thank you very much for your time. Should you have any questions regarding your rights
as a patrticipant in this research, please inform or contact Julian Wamble
atjwamble@umd.edor 301:4054557.

If you are upset with this study youugathe right to have your data withdrawn from this
study at any point within two weeks of your participation. If within two weeks of your
participation you decided, you would like to have your data removed please send an
emailjwamble@umd.edor call 302405-4557.
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Experimental Conditions

Figure E1. Control Condition

USA TODAY

€29 ONPOLITICS HOUSE SENATE 2018 STATES ADS CAMPAIGN FINANCE POLLS TALKERS

Congressional hopeful responds to
Opponent’s Slight

William Cummings

“I’'ve heard Mr. Moseley has said that I am ‘unable to
represent the interests of the community.” Such
statements made to hurt my chances at election are
further proof of the change in leadership we need.” RN
This comment was made at a recent rally where 2018 TAKE IT. MAKE IT;
House of Representatives hopeful, Reginald Wallace e, o |
responded to comments made by his likely opponent, and

black politician, Thomas Moseley.

Reginald Wallace More as this story develops....

Adobe Creative Cloud
Photography plan.
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Figure E2. Social Ties Wife Condition

USA TODAY

ONPOLITICS HOUSE SENATE 2018 STATES ADS CAMPAIGN FINANCE POLLS TALKERS

Congressional hopeful responds to
Opponent’s Slight

William Cummings

Reginald Wallace

“I’'ve heard Mr. Moseley has said that I am ‘unable to
represent the interests of the community,” which shows
that he clearly does not know my wife, Kyara, because if I
had turned my back on black people, she would have all
the locks changed, and my things would be on the street.

Such statements made to hurt my chances at election are
further proof of the change in leadership we need.”

This comment was made at a recent rally where 2018
House of Representatives hopeful, Reginald Wallace
responded to comments made by his likely opponent, and
black politician, Thomas Moseley.

More as this story develops....

Adobe Creative Cloud
Photography plan.

just *$9.99/mo.

Join now
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Figure E3. Social Ties NAACP Condition
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