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chamber work Pierrot Lunaire, which is now a standard reference to this instrumentation—
“Pierrot ensemble” (flute, clarinet, violin, cello, piano, and, in this case, the addition of
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Sophie Rymarowicz

Pierrot Sketches
(2025)



Instrumentation
Flute (doubling alto flute, piccolo)
Clarinet in B-flat (doubling bass clarinet)
Violin
Cello
Piano

Percussion (Marimba, Vibraphone, Glockenspiel)

The score is transposed.
Duration: ca. 16 minutes
Program Notes

Pierrot Sketches is comprised of nine short movements of varying instrumental
combinations and length, from 50 seconds to three minutes. The compositional goal was to focus
on the complexities of form and development on a smaller scale. This aspect of compression
allows for focus on clear, directed melodic lines, strong emotionally packed gestures, repetition
and divergence, and the different instrumental combinations of texture and timbre and their
contribution to form. The title of this work is taken from Arnold Schoenberg’s well known
chamber work Pierrot Lunaire, which is now a standard reference to this instrumentation—
“Pierrot ensemble” (flute, clarinet, violin, cello, piano, and, in this case, the addition of
percussion). “Sketches” refers to the nature of the work—a collection, a book of rough drawings
that may or may not relate to each other, but can be taken as a whole. While each movement is its
own sound world, together these individual works are written to form a complete landscape.

My music, even in longer works such as in a silence (2023), often emphasizes shifts of emotion
that take place suddenly, resulting in an emotional affect that has personal significance and that I
hope also communicates something of my sound world to a listener. The techniques involved in
these shifts are not built on lengthy developmental passages, and my curiosity about how these
shifts can relate to larger forms began with a focus on the very compressed nature in music of
shorter duration.

Each movement has a strong associated image (usually moving image, not static) or images or
phrases, derived from my love of illustrations, films, landscapes, literature and (sci-fi/fantasy)
fiction. While the emotional content is the most important aspect of my work, I am ultimately
more interested in the interpretation of my gestures, and what these gestures signify or evoke in
the emotional worlds of the performer and the listener.
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