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MHCC is an informal gathering of
individuals from throughout Maryland
whose personal and professional interests
include the acquisition, preservation,
management of and public access to
collections and sites related to Maryland
history and culture.
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FOR HISTORY AND CULTURE




What are community archives?

“Created, accumulated, described, and/or preserved by individuals and community groups who desire to

document their cultural heritage based on shared experiences, interests, and/or identities”
- Terry Eastwood and Heather MacNeil

Currents of Archival Thinking

Grassroots/ Incorporated Institutionally
[ ] on ®
Independent Nonprofit affiliated
Usually member-funded Many independent Often the most
and volunteer-run. community archives well-resourced type of
Scopg, parameters, a_nd choose to incorporate as community archive but
deC|S|on-mak|hg lieina nonprofits to become can come with the
shareq aufchonty eligible for more grants difficulty of navigating
organizational structure. and funding. shared ownership,
institutional

relationships, and
differing goals.



Community Archives @ Maryland
Historical Collections

Over the past few years, MDHC has partnered
with various local community organizations
and individuals to provide resources,
instruction, and co-stewarding opportunities
for community archives initiatives.

Oral histories, outreach, and
instruction.

° Capital Centre Community

Archives

° Filipino American Community
Archives

° Queenstown Community

Archives



Pilot Project Overview

Maryland 250 Commission

Maryland 250

Provides funding for the
creation of a website and
digital collections
infrastructure.

Maryland Historical Trust,
Maryland Heritage Area
Authority Grant, 2025-27

Feasibility Study

Will the community support
the transformation of their
Rosenwald Schoolinto a
cultural heritage center?

Maryland Historical Trust,

Maryland Historic Preservation

Non-Capital Grant, 2026-28

Survey District
Report

Meant to establish
Queenstown as a designated
geographic area...united by a
common theme, era, or
development pattern.

These
components come
together to create

an expansive,

multilayered
project aimed at
fostering agency,

capacity, and
cultural heritage
preservationona
highly local scale.

KRR
% &)



A Severn Improvement Association Oral History Project

Our Community Matters
Campaign

One of the driving forces behind this pilot is the
threat of encroachment on the Queenstown
community. To highlight the history, cultural
value, and importance of the community, a
crucial part of the pilot project is the collection,
documentation, and preservation of oral
histories.

Through a series of instructional workshops
held both in-person and virtually, MDHC staff
have equipped community members with
formal, end-to-end oral history trainings and
will continue support these newly minted
interviewers as they conduct and process their
oral histories with community elders.




Sustainability

—l How do we ensure a community is able to continue this work
t_ even after the partnership is over?

History Committee

The SIA History Committee has been an integral part of this pilot
from the very beginning. Its members were intentionally
included as partners from the start, ensuring they would develop
a strong foundation in stewardship best practices before fully
assuming archival responsibilities.

Maryland Community Archives Network

The Community Archives Network is a group of
archives-related organizations committed to supporting local
communities in establishing their own repositories and
collections.

Resource Day

A day to provide transcription and interview support to
interviewers. MDHC staff will provide feedback on work that
has already been done and guidance for future plans. This
event will serve as a learning opportunity for interviewers and
highlight opportunities for improvement when doing more oral
histories later on.

Community Harvest

A community harvest is large gathering of community
members where they can bring materials to be digitally
preserved, participate in oral history interviews, and learn
more about the Queenstown Community Archives. By
involving the broader community, the SIA can invite any
interested participants to future preservation activities and
events.
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