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Introduction & Brief Project Recap

Overall Goal: 
• The purpose of this project is to provide Prince George’s County Planning 

Department with best practices and recommendations on how to establish 
ownership for unmaintained cemeteries and develop a plan for maintenance and 
perpetual care of these cemeteries.

Phase I: Case Study and Policy Analysis
• Overall Findings and Best Practices:

• Engage community and descendent participation
• Collaboration with communities, governments, and organizations
• Site survey, research, and documentation
• Need to establish better protections for cemeteries
• Facilitate volunteering as a potential solution to maintaining the cemeteries 
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Selected Cemeteries Analysis and 
Recommendations
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Gray Cemetery
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Background Information

• Location
• Clinton MD, on Alan Dr 

and Eton Ln
• History

• Property dates back to 
Grey family plantation

• 1885 Grey deeded the 
property to Holliday.

• Cemetery
• Unmarked graves of 

enslaved persons
• Currently the property is 

overgrown with trees 
and vines
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Overview Findings

• Current Owner
• Ari Elias-Bachrach

• Preservation
• Property has no markers or 

tombstones
• Last person to maintain the site was 

a member of the Sellner family
• How to preserve the land itself and 

its history
• Legislation

• The site is listed as a burial site
• Not listed as a historic property Map of Suburban Estates, Surratts District, 1959.
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Recommendations

• MIHP Form
• Marker

• or sign telling the 
properties history

• Research
• Research and locate 

descendants
• Create a Board
• Ownership

• Give to a group that 
can maintain 

Source: Google Street View
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Magruder Family Cemetery

[Magruder Family 

Cemetery], The Trader 

Foundation for Maryland 

Burial Sites, 2017.
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Background Information

Plat book 64, plat 83, section 5: 

Holmehurst, 1966.

• Magruder ownership 1801-1927
• “Darnall’s Grove”

• Cemetery est. 1830
• 32 internments dated from 

1830-1957
• 1966: land subdivided

• Section 5, Holmehurst
• Cemetery excepted from 

development
• Lot 18, Block B

• Site condition
• overgrown, wooded hillside

• Visible from street
• Enclosed by iron fence (1973)4921 Smithwick Ln, Bowie, 

MD, Google Maps, 2012.
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Overview Findings

• Stakeholders:
• Magruder descendants
• Neighborhood
• City of Bowie and Prince George’s 

County
• Preservation & Funding:

• Coalition to Protect Maryland 
Burial Sites
• Trader Foundation for Maryland 

Burial Sites
• Grant project awarded 2017

• Survey and define boundaries
• Clean, stabilize, and maintain 

site 

Aerial view of [Magruder] cemetery inside subdivision, The Trader Foundation, 2017.
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Recommendations

• Site survey and documentation
• Define site boundaries
• Identify and record number and location of burials

• Increase visibility
• Est. physical boundary markers
• Historical marker visible from street

• Build community awareness of site and land history

• Community and descendant collaboration
• Establish committee(s) to discuss issues of use, 

ownership, and care
• Est. long-term care and funding
• Est. ownership and stewardship

• Grant funding
• Coalition for the Protection of MD Burial Sites

• Trader Foundation for MD Burial SitesMagruder Family Cemetery, Dwyer, 1973, MIHP Form, PG 71A-12.
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Conclusion
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Conclusion & Final Deliverable

Overall Recommendations:

• Conduct a site survey and 
documentation

• Engage and partner with community 
and descendants 

• Grant funding opportunities
• Establish a board or committee 

Final Deliverable: December 16

• Comprehensive Final Report and 
submitted to PALS Staff 

Baltimore National Cemetery. 
Image source; www.cem.va.gov
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Feedback and Questions


