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CHAPTER I
INTRODUCTION

General Statement of the Problem

BEdueators everywhere are interested in the study of
cultural patterns which affeet the personal development of
children. Teachers are 2ls0 Iinterested in discusaing the
educstional implications of these influences.

The purpose of this study is to make an exploratory
analyslis of cultural patterns of the Peruvian highland Indian
commmities which affect the self-development of the children
end to disouss the educstional implications of these influ-
onces. 1In addition 1t may iIndleate directions for further

research.

Background of Information

In 1920 the Peruvian Qongress, under Augusto B. Legula's
administration, enacted leglslation legally recognizing the |
Peruvian Indlan communities. 8ince this date some Peruvian
writers have become partisularly interested in what 1s ealled
in Peru the "XIndian problem."

This interest has been shown in the publication of
some books ceoncermed with the life of the Indian communities,
and the policies raquiradkln order to promote their progress.

One of these books, Nuestras Comunidades, by Hlldebrando

Cestro Pozo, seems to be one of the best attempts emong the

Peruvian writers in trying to analyze the ocultural values of



the Quechus Indian communilties.

In the physical area, American and Buropean sclentists
have made anthropometric measurements of the adult Quechuas
of Cuzeon, and Aymaras of Puno, in the southern region of Peru.
¥arrogquim and Ssinz, Peruvian physicians, were concerned with
problems of nutrition and diseases of the Indians. However,
in these general studies by Peruvians sand forelgners there is
no special emphasis on the study of the Indian child.

Castro Pozo has analyzed the economlc structure, so-
¢isl orgsnizatlion, folkways, religious and political beliefs
of the Indian communities without speclal emphasis on the
study of the Indian child within the general context of 1ts
soclal environment. However, Mishkin, an American writer,
points out in his study of contemporary Quechua culture, some
general statements regarding the soclal expectations of the
Peruvianvznéian communities concerning the children, and the
affectionsal relationzhips between parents and children.

Relatively more spescific study of the Indian ehild
within the context of hie cultural environment has been made
in the University of Maryland by a group of Andean teachers
with the help of Americsn professors.

In the Peruvisn literature concerned with rural prob-
lems theres are no materials avallable regarding the influence
of the cultural values of the Indian communities on the self-
development of the child. Neither are there materiels availe
able on the growth patiterns of the child, nor speecifilc studies
related to nutrition, health, and diseasesn.

Regarding the programs of education in the rural
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schools, the Peruvian educatlional authorities point out that
these pregramé mast be based on the cultural values of the
Quechua commmnitles, However, since these programs of educa=
tion are planned in Lims, there is some question as to whether
these rural programs ere based really on the cultural experi-
ences of the Indian communities.

The general fectors mentioned above provide the freme-
work out of which this study arisesz in sttempting to investi-
gste the questions pointed out in the first pege of this
iIntroduction.

Treatment of the Data

This study is mseinly concerned with four tasks. The
first deals with an gnalysis of some key cultural factors on
common characteristics of the southern highland Peruvian
Indian commnities. The objective of this snalysis is to
study the standard of living of the Quechua, his politico-
soclal organigation, and his bellefs and customs. The anal=~
¥8ls of these values will reveal some of the needs, interests,
sspirations, mental attitudes and social habits of the Que=-
chuas; and some of the causes that hinder his progress and
welfare.

A knowledge of these cultural tralts seems to be necs-
essary for the formulation of the goalz of rural educsation.
Horeover, & imowledge of the Indian culture could te helpful
in formulating projects of rural education tending to improve
the conditions of the commmities in overcoming the csuses

which impede the progress of the Indians, Finally, & knowledge



of the values ?r the Quechuas could promote better under~
standing between the schools and the commmunities,

The second task calls for sn explorsatory analysis as
to how the key cultural factors of the Indien communities af-
fect the child's self~development., The self is the product
of two forces: heredity and environment. The newborn baby

is nmot a tabuls rasa as Aristotle thought. RHe is equipped

with potentialities inherited from his parents. These poten-
tialities vary according to individual cases. Fér instance,
there are newborn babies who reset faster than others to the
physicsl stimilus of light, nolse, warmth, eold, and sco forth.

Heredity itself is not s decisive factor in the for-
mation ef the self, because self doea'net depend on innate
traits, but on the influence of the ocultural values upon the
life of the individusl, end the reaction of the individual to
the pressures of the environment.

The self-development of the child takes plece under
the influences of the famlly, pesr groups, and all the soclal
institutions of the community. The child c¢ennot escape the
influence of the socizal forces surrocunding him. He agsimi-
lates the defects or virtues of his cultural environment.

Phis exploratory analysls of the second tesk seems to
be important for three reasons:

l. It will shed some 1light on the knowledge of the cul-
tural gsps of the Quechuas which hinder ths healthful
self~development of the child. Based on this knowle
edge the teacher could formulate projects of education

tending to eliminate these cultural gaps which are



negative influences in the self-development of the
child.

2. It will help to create & better understanding of Ine
dian cultural factors which promote a healthful self-
development of the child. Thls understanding could
enable the teachers to avold the making of plans
which tend to destroy the beliefs and eustoms whieh
are most important in the heslthful self-development
of the child.

3. It will bring to light some knowledge of the feelings,
soclal hablts, and mental attitudes of the Indisn
child which could be helpful to rural teachers, be-
cause the teachers should know the child in order to
educate him effectively.

The third tesk involves & brief anelysis of the edu-
cation, methods of teaching, and background of the teachers.

The syestem of education should be based to & osrtain
extent on the cultural values of the community, because the
schocl is sn Integrative segment of the soclety. One of the
mein objectives of edueation is to help the child az mich aas
possible to develop his potentislities, and to promote peace
and progress in the soclety. The successful echievement of
the objectives of education depends mostly on the methods of
teaching employed in the schools. The so~c¢alled “traditional
methods® of teaching are unpleassant and painful for the chile
dren, while the modern methods of the "active school® centered
in the intrinsic motlivationa of the children mdke the learning

processes pleasant and attractive. Of c¢ourse, the kind of
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tesching methods depends upon the background of the teachers.
The objective of the third task 1s to see whether the
Plans and Progrsams of Peruvian rurel education take into ac~
gount the cultural values of the Indilasns; whether the plans
of education develop the potentialities of the Quechua child,
and promote the econocmic and soclal progress of the communie-
ties. In addition, the third task tries to investigate what
kind of teaching methods are used in the schools, and what 1is
the background of the rural teachersa. A knowledge of the
actual educeational realities of the rural schools will be one
of the important bases for pointing ocut recommendations lead-
ing to the improvement of Peruvian rural education. It is
unrealistic to attempt the reform of Peruvian rural education
without knewing first which are its shortcomings and handicaps.
The final task deals with drawing some conclusions and impli-
cations based on the study of the three tasks mentioned above.
It also desals with principles which should underly an approach
to the education of the Indlans.

Problems to Be Investigsated
Problems to be investigated may be classified in the
following groups:
Problems in the Physical Area.

.le What is the nutritional diet of the southern highland
Peruvian Indisn communities?

2. Does the nutritional diet of the Indien child affect
his health and physicsl growth?

3« Is the nutritional dlet of the Indisn child adequate?



4.

7

What are the conditions of health most prevalent and
what diseases are most prevalent among the Indians

in the Quechus communities?

Problems in the Qultural Ares.

1.

2.
Se

What are the soclal and seonomlc structurea of the
Indian communitiesn?

What are the child training practices of the Quechuas?
What are the influences of these cultural factors on
the child'a self-development?

Problems in the Affectional Area.

1.

S

4.

5.

What is the nature of affectional relationships be=
tween the husband and wife in the JIndian communities?
What 1s the nature of the affectionsl relationships
between the parents and children?

What 1s the nature of reslationships among the membersa
of the extended famlllies? _

What is the affectional relationship between the
teachers and pupils?

What are the influences of thesse saffectional rela~-

tionships in the echild's self~development?

Problems of Programs of Rurasl Education, Methods of Teach~

ing, and Beckground of the Teschers.

1.

2.

Se

Are the programs of education in the Peruvian rural
schools based on the cultural patterns of the Indlan
communities?

What are the learning processes used in the rural
schools?

What are the msin goals of the teachers in rural



education?

4. W%hat are the ways in which the teachers handle the
children?

5« What is the background of the rural teachers in their
knowledge of child behavior and development?

Problems of Possible Educational Recommendations.

1., %hat are the principles which should underliie an ap=-
proach to the education of the Indians?

2. What are the poszsible shanges which can be made in the
programs of education in the light of the analysis
made of Indisn culture?

3« What are the possible changes Iin methods of teaching
in the Peruvian rural schools?®

4, What are the pozsible ways of improving the prepara-

tion of the rural teachera?

Indien Communitlies BSelected for Study
For the purpose of this study the southern highland
Indian commmities of Cuzco have been selected. The reason
for this selection is that there are more materials for in~
formation avallable on the culture of these cormunities than

any other Peruvian Indian compunities,

Avallability of Information
fhe materials for the first task, that of analyzing
some outstanding oultural patterns of the southern JIndilen com-
munities, are obtalnable from the Library of Qongress, Wash~
ington, D.C., from the Library of the Pan American Unlon, from
the Library of the Smithsonian Institution, and from the
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Institute of Inter~American Affairs, Department of Education,
Washington, D.C.

Data for the third tesk have had to be obtained through
study of the programs of sducation rbr the rural aress of
Peri, plus the suthor's observations of the teaching prac-
tices in Chinchero {(Cuzeco) schools during the workshop of
1961, The second tesk, involving the exploratory analysis
a8 tc how the cultural patterns of the commmnity influence
the self~-develepment of the children, and the fourth task
concerned with educationsl implications will necessarily be

based on the materiale zzsembled In the pages of this study.

Organizeation of This 8tudy

Phe second chapter provides ah historical background
of the Inca Civilizaticn against which the present cultural
values of the southern Peruvlan ]Indian communities can be
more clesrly seen and understood. Chapters III, IV, and V are
concerned with the study of the eultural environment of the
Indian compmunities. In the final pert of each one of these
chapters there are scome considerations regarding the influence
of the Indian cultural patterns on the personal development
of the children. Chapter III 1s concerned with the study of
the geographical environment of Peru, the Quechua race, the
natritiunallﬁiet of the Indlans, and the most prevalent dis-
eases of the Quechuas., Chapter IV seeks to examine the soclisl
organization, customs, beliefs, and confliects of the sauthern
Indisns of Peru. Chepter V deals with the study of effectional

relastionships among the members of the extended famllies, and
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also between the parents and children. Chspter VI is concerned
with a brief snalysis of the rural progrsms of educstion,
teaching practices, 2nd the prepasration of teachersz. On the
basis of thils anslysis Chapter VII ceontalns some conclusions
and educational implications regarding programs of education,
methods of teaching, principles which should underlie an ap-
prosch to the eduaatianiéf the Indians, preparation of the

teachers, and so forih.

Possible Value of This Study

Phis study 1s an attempt to analyze the verious cul~-
tural foreces affecting the self-development of Indian children
which promises to be helpful for rural teachers in better un-
derstaﬁding their pupils. It presents certaln recommendations
for rural education which ocould be valuable for the teachers
and perasons interested in problems of education., This study
may also be useful in giving to the teachers some suggestions
in regard to principles which should underlie an approsach to
the eduoation of the (uechuas,



CHAPTER IX

EXPLORATION OF THE CULTURAL PACTORS OF THE IKCA CIVILIZATION
AND FALL OF THE INDIAK EMPIRE

ulture 1s an interaction between man and nature,
Therefore, 1t is not possible to study the cultural values
of & country without lnocwing something about 1its inhablitants
and the geographleal environment in which the culture takes
place.

Who were the Incas and where did they come from?%
There 1s one explanation for each of these guestions. PThe
first explanation 1s based upon legends which were written
by the Spanish and Peruvian chroniclers during the sixteenth
century. According to these legends the first Inca called
"Janco Capac® came with his wife "Mama Ocllo™ from Lake Titi~
caca, and founded the empire in the valley of Cuzeco. The
second explanetion peints out that the Incas were of the
"Cuechua trihsﬁ which lived in the early period on the banks
of the Pachacheace river and other tributaries of the Apurimac,
Kevertheleas, no one knows with certalinty the origin of the
Incag. Julio C. Tello, one of the most qualified srchaeolo~-
gista of Peru, thinks that the origin of the Peruvian rulers
can be explalned only in terms of hypothetical speculations,
At any rate, 1t seems possible that the Quechua tribes early
in the twelfth century defeated the tribes of Huallas and
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3 Julio Tello

Sehussiras which lived in the valley of Quzco.
says, "The origin of the Inca culture is not well lmown. This
culture probably sterted 1lts development in the Urubamba val-
ley in very remote epochs." (author's translation.) The vig~-
toriocous Quechuas founded their empire probably betweon 1100
and 1200 4.D. ¥From the foundetion of the emplre until 1350
the Incas remained in the local aress of Quzco and the plateau
of Collso. Collao, or Altiplesno, is a treeless region which
is 12,000 feet sbove sesa level. Around 1500, after 2 long
period of terrible fighting agelinst well organized confedera-
tions, the Incas dominated & large territory 1,500 mlles long
snd 300 broad. Accoording to Enock the center of this terri-
tory is crossed by the chain of the Andes while the coast 1s
mostly desert. In thils territory of highland and ralnless
coasts, the Incas were able to organize a great cmpire whose
importaﬁt sgchlevements héve aroused the sdmiration of archae~
ologists and historians.

The Peruvian and the Spanish chroniclers believed
that the Peruvian culiture was exglusively Incale. Among the
chroniclers perhaps Garcillasc Incae de la Vegs was the one
who emphasized more the bellief that the Incas were the plon-

eers and the only executors of the Peruvlan civilizatien.a

lyuito C. Tello, Introduccion a la Historla Antlgus
del Peru, Lima, Peru: Imprents San Kartl, 1922, p. 36.

RBgarcilaso Ince de la Vega, Royal Commentaries of
the Incas, translated and edited by @%em@nt A, Kerkhem,
ondon, 1871, p. 47.
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Garoclilaso Inca de la Vega says:?
It mast be understood that in the firast epoch

some of the Indians were little better thsn tame

beasts, end others much worse than wild beasts,

These gentlles were as barbarcus in the menner of

building their houses and villages, as in thelr

gods and sacrifices. The Incas civillzed them.
Based on the chroniclers' sources of information the writers
of the seventeenth, eighteenth and part of the nineteenth
centuries didn't realize the achievements of the pre-~Ineca
cultures.® H, Castonnet Des Fosses says, "We know 2lmost
nothing about the pre-Inca periods." (suthor's translation.)
The excavations carried out during the twentieth century and
the more ascientific approach to the study of the Peruvian
civilization have shown the great locel cultural achievements
of Ohimu, Mochica, Hasca, and Paracss located in the coastsl
region. A. Hyatt Verril 1s one of the writers who has pointed
out the high development of the pre-Inca culture.4 =He says:

Ages before the first Inca saw the light of day,

the countries which the Incas afterwards ruled had

been inhsabited by highly scultured and civilized races

whose works fear excelled those of the Inca civillza-

tion.
In fact, the archeseologists have found many evidences that the
Inca culture is the result of a long evolution of thousands
of years. HNevertheless, the Inca clvilization has some pecu-
liar characterlstics which are original and different from

the pre-Inca cultures,

SH. Castonnet Des Fosses, Ls Civilizaetion de 1l'ancien
Perou, Paris: Angers, 1858, p. 7, '

45. Hyatt Verril, 0ld ¢Clvilizations of the New World,
1st edition, Brooklyn, W.Y,, 1920, p. 279.
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One chapter 1s not enough for & detalled study of &
complex clvllizetion., Therefore, I will 1limit my exploratory
analysis of the Incz Tmplre to the outstanding social, eco~-
nomlic, politicsl, religious and sesthetic achlevements of its
civilization. In addition I will try to explore the possible

causes of the fall of the Empire during the Spanish conquest.

S8ocial Organization

The sooial orgenization of the Inca Empire was based
on the pyramidal caste system. The masses were at the bot-
tom of the pyramid, and the Ince at the top. Between these
extremes were placed the provincial and "royal® nobilities.

There was & groat difference in status and standsrd
of living among these socisl glasses. The Inea was conslid-
ered as son of the god and hsd all kinds of privileges. He
lived in &he palaces, ate and drank from gold dishes and
vases, wore the finest wool clothes of vicune, and had a
supernatural power over the individuals of the empire. Kven
the high renking members of the nobility were not supposed
to talk with the emperor loocking at his face. The officers
of the army and the priests belonged to the imperial nobile
ity. The curacas, or ncbles of provinces, enjoyed certailn
privileges es secondary ranking officers in the empire bu-
resucracy. The plebe's fate was to work in ferming and
mining or to fight sz & soldier in the army of the Inca. The
soelal status of this people was a matter of birth. Fven the
more skilled artisans were not sccepted in the soeisl elite,

This lack of social mobility 1s pointed out clesrly by
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Benedetto Gialcome:s

"The man of the Ince Empire hadn't the
possibility of improving his soclal position and couldn't
change his occupstion." ({Author's translation.) However,
Garcllaso Inca de la Vega writes that the common people of
unusual abilities received rewards and could change thelr
soclal status. QCharles Wilensr polints out slso that the out-
standing common individuals were decorated by the Inca. The
Prench author points out also that the quality and rank of
decorations were asccording to the individual achievements.®
Wienar says, ". . . 2 tress of black hair, a particular fash-
ion of hair cutting, and having the ears plerced in a partic~
ular fashion.™ (Author's translation.) According to Wlenar
these decorations consligted in some ways of special halr
cutting. If this statement is true, probably the sociel par-
venus were very few bscause the caste system~=-according to
the testimonies of many writers--was extremely close and
rigid. On the other hand, apparently the Incas dldn't care
at all for the educatlon of the common people. Toto Glurato

in his book, Peru Milenario] p. 162, guoted the statement of

one of the chroniclers of the Conquest relating to the sub-
ject of education. According to this quotation Luca Roes,
one of the fourteen Incs emperors, said often: "“Education is

not for the common people who must obey always., Education is

sBenedatto Giaslcome, Amerlicana, Comunismo Incslco,
Genova, Italis: Libreria Maric Bozzl, 1936, De. GU.

6charles Wienar, Essal sur les Institutions Politigues,
Religleuses, Fcoconomiques et Soclales de l'mmplre des ;ncas,
Paris: 1Librairie Kaisonneuve, 1874, Ds 7O0s '

TPoto Giurato, Peru Kilenario, Lima, Peru: HRditorial
Ecos, 1947, p. l1l62.
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the patrimony of the leadera.” The classical educstlon of
the Incas was based on the knowledge of the history of the
Empire-~-language, religion, rites, statistics, geogrsphy.
But primarily the education was centered in the preparation
of the young nobles for the ceremony of initiation, or

Watachicuy. The initiation consisted of several athletic per-

formances. At the end of these physlcal events the Ince put
in the ears of the young pecople large gold earrings. This
final act was in reallity the "espaldarezoc de caballero,"

After the initiation, the young noble recognized officielly

as a gentleman, started putting his ability to the Inca's
service. In reality, the young "cabsllero' had all kinds of
chences to suecteed Iin the army or priesthood. The young noble
had many privileges belonging to the position of his social
class. He wore fine clothing and Jjewelry and had his hair cut
in a speclal fashion. The young Peruvian noble, like the In~
disn Brahman, not only must wear & special kind of ¢lothing,
but must observe in his behavior and life s rigorous ritual

of protocol.

The common people observed regulstions in thelr cloth~
ing too., In fect, the plebelan was forbidden to wear wool
clothing and jewelry. The clothing of the people was made ex-
cluslively of cotton raterials except for the objects like
hats {chucus) snd certaln accessories which were made with
wool materisla. But these accessorlies were allowed the common
people just for statistleal purposes in order to facilitate
the eensus and the control of the members of the emplire in

which there were many different tribes. In faect, esch tribe
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used a8 pesrticular shape and color of "hat.® (Qther tribeas

like the Chachapoyas, Qouchucos, and Husmachucos knotted thelr
hair with tiny red woocl cords, while the Cajamarcas knotted
their hair with a woel sling.

One of the typicel characteristics in the social or-
ganization of the Inca Emplre was the institution of the
mitimaes eand the yanacunas. The mitimaes were groups of fam-
1lies which left their homes in order to live in any plsce
fixed by the Ineca, There were two kinds of mitimees in the

empire. First, the mitimse Quechua famillies who were sent to

places of the country in which the conquered tribes didn't
show a great deal of submission to the Inca. The {uechua
mitimaes lived with these tribes trylng to teach them the ways
of living of the Incas without employing eny means of imposi-

tion., Second, the no Quechua mitimaes were groups of famillies

of the tribes which showed an sctive resistance to the Ines.
These mitimaes were placed very far from their home lands in
places which had a2 similar climate to that of their own home.

Apparently, these no Cuechua mitimees recelived good farming

lands, seeds and cattlc, and were exonerated from the tribute
(tax) systems.

The ysnacunas occupled the bottom of the lower class.
This people, according to the chronicler (ieza de Leon, were

subjugated and worked in the empire as sirvientes perpetuos.

However, @Garcilaso de la Vega polnts out that some yenacunas
of exceptlionasl talent cccupled high positions in the publie

administration. But all testimonies tend to confirm that the

yenacunas were occupled only in very subordinate and inferior
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types of work. Nevertheleas, these yanacunag formed & group
of only a couple of thousand which was very limited for a
large and populous emplre. It 1s true that the yanacunas
were not slaves, but they were not free ciltlzens elther.
Another typical characteristic of the Inca soclal or-
ganization wae the ayllu. The ayllu was composed of a group
of families living In thec ssame geographical arez and believ-
ing themselves to be dsecendants of the same common totem
{ jaguar, snake, frog, and so forth). A colleetive symbol,
the totem appears in the ceremonisl utensils, wall decorations,
in the clothing adornments, in the masks and Qance dlsgulses,
The ayllu social orgsnization exlsted probably many thousands
of years before the Incae. These pre~Inca ayllus were of ma-
triarchel type. During the Ince period the matriarchal ayllus
were transformed graduslly into patrisrchal types. The mém~
bers of these ayllus hed the same last neme, and formed prac-
tically one large extensive famlly., %The ayllus, the nerve and
mascle of the empire, were placed at the bottom of the Incale
hierarchy. The members of the ayllus were the huahsndmen and

the artisans. They could not aspire to become gqulpucamayocs

(statisticlans )}, engineers, functionaries of the state,
amantas (teachers), heravies (poets of the Imperial Court), or
high renking priests of the sun. These occupations were prive
ileges of the soclal ellte of the empire. Undoubtedly, there
wasg & sharp socisl divizion among thls elite composed of some
thousands, and the paople composed of millions of inhabitants.
S0 in this very rigld caste system probably there was equality

only among the membere of the same soclal group.
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Agrerian Community

Until the eighteenth century it was believed that the
Peruvian agrarisn community was the original creetion of the
Incas., More careful studies since the nineteenth century have
shown that the Peruvien agrarisn community was established
many thoussnd years before the Incas. The origin of this
agrarian communlty 1s lost in the darkness of pre-history.
whatever deate was 1ts origin, 1t 1s logieal to supprse that
this agrarian commumity was the result of a long evolution.
Apparently, in this pre-Inca sgrarisn community there was a
collesctive type of soll property which was modifled by the
Incs conquerors. Whet was the type of sgrarian policy in the
Incs Tmpire formed by thousands of pre~Ince locel agrarian
comumunities? This question 1s one of the most controversial
subjecta In the study of the Incs Fmpire. Some writers point
out that the Incas had 3 perfect communist agrarian policy.
Among the Peruvian writers Jose Carlos Mariategnul has empha=-
sized greatly this point of views8 "The Incaic communism can
not be denied because i1t was developed under the totalitarian
regime of the Incas. The Incaic communism was deflinitely an
agrarian commmism.”" (iuthor's translation.) 6f course, Mar-
lategul lived 2 coupls of years in Peris where the economic
system of the Incas haz many ardent admirers. One of these

admirers, Monsieur Bouthoux, according to the Italian writer

8J0se Carlos Marlategul, Siete Insayos de Interpreta-
tion de la Realidad Peruana, ed. kinerva Sagastegul, Lima,
Fﬁrﬁ, 192§, pv 3?.
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Gislcome, wante to make the universal socisl revolution not
in the name of Stalln or Lenin, but in the name of the Incas

of ?aru.g

Gialcome szays, "BRouthoux wants revolution in the
name 0L the Incas, beecsuse he thinks that the whole Incaic
regime was 8 prototype of agrarisn communism," (aAuthor's
tranalation, ) Other vriters, like the Peruvian Jose de la
Riva Aguero and the (Qerman Hans Horkelmer, think thet there
wae not agrarisn comrunism in the Inca Hmpire.

In reslity, the collectlive ownership of land in the
Incae ¥mpire hasg some pecullar characteristics which are dif-
ferent from the communism patterns of the primitive asgrarian
communities of EBurope. In commmiswm, the land belongs com-
pletely to the stete. In the primitive German and Swiss so-
clal groups the member ©f the communities had the right for
all their lives to explcit a parcel of land. In the Empire
of the Incas the land belonged to the Inca (state), Priesta
(church), and communities (people). In the primitive Furopesn
social groups, the mombers of the community having & parcsel
of land dildn't recelve more when they had children. In the
Peruvian cormmunities incressed parcels of land were received
in sccordance with the szize of the family. This factor of
periodical distridbution being the outstanding characteristic
of the collective ownership of the soil by the people, let us

see its organigzation.

The Inca distributed to newly married couples & parcel

gﬂialcome, op. cit., p.A55¢
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of land called tupu. Garcilaso Ince de la Vega polnts out

that the tupu was one and a half fanega (graln measure about
1.6 bushels). The French writer Castonnet Des Fosses writes
that the fanega was about 68 acres. Probebly the tupu {(Indian
agrarian meagsure) was & resasonable parcel of land which was
enough for married life without children. The Indian married
couple recelved from the state one tupu for each newborn baby
boy, and a half & tupu for & baby girl. In accordance with
this agrarién pollicy the parcels of land in the Peruvian fam~-
1lles increased in direct proportion to the numbers of chil-
dren. In the case of the Inca's or priests'! lend properties,
there was not periodical distribution of land because the no-
bles were exempt from the rules of the common pecple. The Ines
was the owner of the woods, mines, coga plantstions, wild herds,
and best lands of the territory, and the priests were owners

of great areas of good farming land too. Ownership of the

801l in the communities being collectlive, private property

was limited to & very few things, perhaps to the house, a
garden plot, clothing, kiltehen utensils, and other personal

objects.

Keconomic Pretors

Agriculture. Agrlioculture was the basic activity of

the Peruvlen agrarien communities. All kinds of evidence show
that the Peruvian people made ocutstanding achlevements in ag-
riculture. Thls achlevement in farming activitiecs was the
culmination of constant working through many thousands of

years. In fact the domestication of plants, such ag cotton,
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the potato, msize, papsya, various beans, quinin, pina, the
tomato, cacao, mamey, chirimoye, pepino, and yuca was made a
long time before the Incas. Cook, & distinguished totanist
who was in Bingham's expedition to Peru, in 1920, found & wild
ancestor of the poteto In the high Andes. This tuberose root
wag cultivated probebly by the Chavin andéd TPTishusufco civili-

10

zations. Hiram PBingham sayss

They (Cook and assistants) found & small plent
growing in the high Andes, with & tubercus root about
the size of & amall pea. It proved to be edible eand
from it, in the course of centuries, they (pre-~Incas)
finally developed & dozen varietles of what we esll
the "Irish” or white potato.

Genetlc resesrch shows also that corn was cultivated
possibly along the southern mergin of the tropical forests of
Peru, snd cotton in the northern region of this country. The
Inces didn't domesticate new plants, but it 1s quite possible
they improved the quality and size of some potato varietlies,tl
According to Wendell C. Bennett and Junius B. Blrd, ™No new
plants were domesticated by the Incas, but all those known
previously were still grown.®

During the Inca Empire, perhaps because of the increase
in pepulation, the Indisn fermers utilized all posslble cul-
tivable areas of the ermplire Ly means of terracss in the moun-~

tains sand by & method of digging away the shiftling sand of the

10£1ram Bingham, Lost City of the Incas, Kew York,
1848, p. 14,

1llyendell C. Pennett and Junius B. Blrd, Andean Cul-
ture History, NWew York, 1949, p. 221.
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sea in the coastal area. Ths helght and wldth of the tar-l/y/
races depended on the gradient of the mountain slopas.//ééa
height of most of the tarraces was ususlly eight to fourteen
feet, and the width slix to fifteen feet. The terrsce building
mist have been dAlifficult because the Peruvian mountsinsg are
extremely steep. However, the Inca people were able to util-
ize for agriculture mest of the mountalns of the Peruvian
sierra,l® Bingham s=ys, "In part of the Andes {(Peru), hill-
sides containing 100 terraces, one above the other, are not‘
uncommon," The Peruvisn coast 1s desicecated excepnt in the
valleys crossed by rivers coming from the west chain of the
Andes. Except for two m2jor rivers (the Sante and Chira in
the northern region of Peru), most of them become dry in the
summer season. The Ince psesople overcame thls inconvenience
by employling systems of lrrigetion and reservoirs. The Inca
engineers were able o run contours for fifteen to twenty~five
miles. Phe traces of this excellent work may:be found at the
present time in Moche, two mlles from Prujille, in the north-
ern region of Peru. Traces found also in the mountains of

Ca jamarca (northern slerra of Peru) show channels excavated
in the rocks of more than 100 kilometers. Traces of reser-
volre also are found in many places on the Peruvian coast.
Some archeeologists have found traces of an underground sys-

tem of channels. Louls Baudin c¢ites in his book, L'litat Im=-

perialist des Inka, the findings of the archaeologist

IgBingham, ops cit., p. 13,
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Soyee.ls Baudin says, "In Sipa mountain, in front of Pacha-
chaca, underground channels form & system of communicating
duets.” (aAuther's translation.) The land being the most
preclous treasure of the Inca because 1t was the basls of his
life, he was extremely careful in the conservation of the soil.
In fact, the Inca people bullt dozens of terrsces in the hills
to avold erosion. On the other hand, the Ines people improved
agricultural production by employing adequetely the bird guanc
found in Chiuchs Islsnd, in the southern reglon of the country.
According to the oplnicn of Hans Horkeimer, the agriculiure of
the Ince Emplre, by ite agrerian pqliey, the cultivation of a
great number of plants, and the excellent agronomic sngineer-
ing, was supsrior to the sgriculture of fifteenth century
Furope.

gultivation of the gSoil., There were two types of soil

cultivation: first, the land cultivated by the community;
second, the land cultivated by the femily. The Ince's and the
priests! lends were cultivated by all members of the commmuni-
ties except the 111 and the 1lmperial nobility. The workers
didn't receive any reruneration for their work in the plante-
ing and harvesting of the Incals land. It was & secred duty
of the vassals toward their lords. Each family of the common
people cultlivated by themselves thelr psrcel of land, How~
ever, in cagses of necescgity the family received the help of

other members of the loczl community. Thls reclprocal help

131 0ute Baudin, L'Etat Imperialist des Inka, Paris:
Institute d'Etnology, 1988, p. 87.
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in planting, harvesting and house bullding was called "minka"
in the empire of the Incas. According to the chroniclers,
particularly Cobo, there was a8 pleasant atmosphere In the culw
tivation of the soll.

There was in the empire a strict regulation in the
order of soll cultlivation., Gercilaso Inca de 1ls Vega points
out that the people started cultivating the priests' soll,
secondly the eripples' land, then the common people's soll,
and finally that of the curecas (provincisl nobles) and the
Inca's land. Whatever may have been the order of scill cultie-
vation, the Indisns probebly worked mesny more days on the land
of thelr lords than on thelr own farms.

The farming tocle of the Indiens were extremely simple
and modest compared with the mechanical tools of our day. The

chaquitaclla (plow for the feet), crowbar (champis), snd smell

plckaxes were the Indisn's tools employed in agriculturs.
These tools were made with bronge msterlal except the chaqui-~
taclla which was of wood, having only a blade of bronze in the
point.

Domestic Animels. The Ince people didn't succeed very

much in enimal domesticeation beesuse all their efforts, appar-
ently, were concentrated on agriculture. However, the Incas
made some progress in breeding animaels. The llame, the king
of the domestlcoted animals, is salid to have been bred and
domestlcated from the wild gusnaco and vicuna. Some writers
point out that the Incas were able to domesticate bthe guanaco
which apparently is the common ancestor of the alpaca, llams,

and vicuna. But this stetement 1s not supported by evidence.
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Bingham doubts the domestieatlon of the guanaeo by the Incas,.t?

He says, "It is doubtful whether they (Incas) would have been
so successful in securing and domesticating the ‘little cam-
els! (hnanagas).” The alpacs, smaller then the llama, was
domesticated, and the Incas developed a dozen different variw
etles Qf guinea plg (cuys), and three varieties of allcus or
small dogs.

The Incas kept flooks of wild huanscaes and vicunas in
the mountains. Probably the largest centers of these flocks
were the highlands between Cuzgo and Arequipa, the plateau of
Bombon (Junin), and the mountains between Aucssh and Huanuco,
because these places, apparently, were the best habitats for
the Peruvian "camels," Even at the present time there are
flocks of these wild snimals in the mountains of Junin, Arecuips
and Auncssh.

The number of domesticated animals being limited, the
Inca's alimentation was primarily vegetarisn., The Incas util-
ized the llama's meat cecssionally because the families had
a limlted store of dried atrips of llame mesat. The llame was
consldered mainly as an animal of transportation and an animal
for religicus sacrifices. The common familles had & very lim~
ited number of llamas.l® pgandin says,.”zn the lower clags of
people the head of esch family hed & palr of llames,." (suthor's

translation.) The large flocks of llamas and alpacas were the

15paudin, op. cit., p. 56.

S —c—
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Inca's property. However, the Ince distributed periocdiecally
wool from their floeks to the common people. This wool was
used in the weaving of clothing. The Inca people achlieved
great proficiency in wesving. The warp and the art of dyelng
were exeellent. For dyeing the Indians utilized some plents
of the forest and highlands, snd for the weaving primitive
tools. Much Incaic weaving (both cotton and wool) may be seen
at the present time in the museums of European and American
countries, especially in the Anthropologicsl Museum of Magda-
lena (Lima, Peru), and the Musee de 1'Homme of Paris. The
great quantity of Incale coastal weaving which it is possible
to seec now 1s due to the ancient Peruvian custom of runmify-
ing thelr cadavers and burying them with thelr finest clothing.
Because of the drynese of the Peruvlen cosst this clothing has
been kept undestroyed during many centuries.

Metallurgy. The Incaic metallurgists dldn't know very
rmich sbout inorganic chemistry. However, they may have known
some basic chemlgcal forrulas for combinling copper ard tin. The
gombination of these metsls was used by the Incsilc metallur-
glste. Professor Charlecs H. Hatthewzon of Yale University has
studlied particularly the purity of the Inealc bronze and the
proportions of 1ts composltion. According to the findings of
?rofessorAKatthewson, which are cited by Bingham, the Inca

18

bronze is “"remarkably" rure. Bingham says:

Inca bronze has besen found to be remarkably pure,
aside from very small quantities of sulphur. The

163’4’13}1&&, E.EO olt., P 25,
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proportion of copper in Inca bronze varies from

eighty-six per cent in some articles to ninety-

saven per cent in others.
The Incas used the bronze for utilitarliasn snd ornsuental pure
poses. They made with the bronze such objects as shawl-pins,
tweegers, chisels, knives, axes, champis (crowbara), cud heads,
digging stick pointe, flat-headed pins, discs, needles, rings,

bracelets, spangles, bells, ear spoons, asnd bronze mirrors.

Planned Fconomy

The economic production ls regulated by the natural
laws of demand and suprply in non planned or laissez falre
economics., In the planned economy the production is controlled
by the state. The Incs Empire had this last type of economy.
The Ince and his functionaries planned csarefully the whole proe-
duction of the empire., Thls Incalc pellicy was possible by
meensg of very rigid regulations and the employment of statise
tica. The statisticlens keyt»in the quipus (system of Indian
caloulation) the birth, death and marriagaciatea, the number
of floecks, guantlity of stored food, and the incoming and out=
going products of the tambos or storehouses. By this means
the Inca knew the population of the empire and of each prove
ince including the smallest villages. Thls knowledge was im-
portant because productlon depended on the size of the popu-
lation. The planned Incalc economy took into consideration
the population, land size and land productibility. The prove
inces with low percentags of land productibility and great
population probably recelived the state's help, so the people

could live on the maize and potstoes of the state. The demand
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was calculated, fixing and limiting the human needs. Appar-
ently the Indian families had a uniform standard of living
based on & certein guantity of chuno (frozen potato), potato,
and gharqui {dried meat ), There may have been little super-
fluity in the production of the common people. It seens
likely that each family cultivated only that which was strictly
necessary for living. Concerning the offer of “work" for the
big lsndholder or Inca's state, it was not = matter of free
will. All the Indiens of the community were obligated to work
the land of thelir Emperor. This was something like s system
of tax-payment.l7 Reginald Enock says, "The taxes (in the
Empire of the Incas) were paid in lsbour and produce and not
in money." The communal work was regulsted. It must be done
in certsin periods of the year and according to the nature of
the work, age, sex and physical complexion of the Indians. 1If
the Inca had kept all this communal production for his personal
and family enjJoyment, it would have been the most tremendous
human exploltation in pre-Hispanice epoch. But the Ineas em~
ployed this production for keeping the equilibrium of supply
and demsnd. The storehouses or reserves were eumployed to
help the provinces in which the c¢crops were deficlent or lost
completely because of extreme dryness or rainfall.

In the planned economy of the Inces the cormeree had

very typleal characteristics. S8Some chroniclers like @arcllaseo

Inca de la Vega polint out that there were loesl commerclal

17heginald Enock, The Land Lews and Socialism of the
Ineas of Psru. (aAddress.) London, 1912, p. 12.
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trades in which barter systems or exchange of goods were em-
ployed. Individusal préductien being limited, 1t is probable
that these local trades were extremely limited. Louis Baudin
points out that there was a regional commercisl trade between
the highlands, coast and forest.18 Acoording to Baudin, "A
trafflic in merchandise was established between the coast,
mountain and jungle.” {suthor's transistion.) There seems

to be doubt as to the existence of this commercial trade

smong individuals, because they had a& limited amount of pro-
duction, and because the individusls, under the strict regula-
tions, couldn't move from one province to the other. It is
true that there was & circulation of products among the three
reglons of the country, as proved in the findings of the archae=~
ological execavations. But this cilrculation of goods would
have been completely under the state's opersation and control.
fhe Ince Empire had 2 detalled regulation for the production,
distribution, consumption and circulation of goods. This
system of planned economy wes not sdequate for individual
competition, therefore all the economic activities were
standardized under strict rules. In this economic system even
alimentation was controlled. Gueaman Poma de Ayala in his

original book, Nueve Cronice y Buen Goblerno, polnts out cer-

tain regulations of alimantation (consumption of produets).lg

18paudin, op. eit., p. 165.

19Felipe Guamen Poma de Ayals, Nueva (ronica y Buen
Gobiernc, Liabon, 1560, p. 28.
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"Boys and girls under thirty," he seys, were not supposed
to eat grease, honey, vinegar, or chili." (suthor's transle-
tion.)

Probably the frugality of the Indlan people of the
¥umplre was the conseguence of a great number of restrictions

and regulations in production.

Political Organization

The government of the Incas was sxtremely centralized.
The Ince with the cooperation of & limited personnel planned
the policy of the ¥mplre. The representatlves of the Inca in
the provinces followed his instructions blindly. CQusgeo, the
capltal of the Empire, wes also the political and religious
city of the euplre,

Some writers; like the Peruvian, Jose de la Riva
Aguero, point out that the Inca slone, without the cooperation
of anyone, ruled the country. But the majority of the testie
monies of the c¢hroniclers point out that the Inca, before
taking any political or milltery eteps, discussed the polit-
ical or millitary projects with his Councll which wes composed
of a limited group of the more capable men of the imperial
nobility. Other chroniclers, like Fidel Lopez, point out that
the Inca's power was limited and controlled by his Supreme
Council, comparable to the Senate. Xaoch of these statements
seems exaggerated., In ths first place, probably the Ineca was
not able to rule the country by himself because the great
extenslon of territory and large population of the Fmpire pre=-
sented many problema the solution of whieh reguirsd the
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assistance and cooperatlon of many individusls. In the sec~
ond place, 1t seems dubious that the Inca disocussed the prob-
lems of astate with his Counecil as the autoocratic authority of
the Inoca probably did not dispose him to discuss such problems
with his vassals, or permit them to participate in making de~
cisions. No doubt the Ineca held meetings with his Council to
be acquainted with the general situstion of the emplre before
tsking any decisive steps. Finally, 1t seems rather dubiocus
that the power of the Inca was limited and controlled by his
Council because most historical testimonies coincide in the
viewpolnt that the Ince was an absolute ruler.

For the polltical administration the Inca Empire was

divided into four reglons., (Tehuantinsuyo: tahua s four, su-

jo = reglon.) At the head of each of these regions or suyus
wes & high ranking representative of the Inca ecalled suyuyuj.
The su s Or vice~king, lived in the capital of the region
in which he was the Inca's representative. The suyuyuj held
the status of imperisal nobllity and was In the complete con=-
fidence of his ruler. The suyuyul] had four functionaries or

tukuyrikuj under his control. The tukuyrilkuj (tukuy = all,
riku] = to see: the men who observes everything) traveled
constantly in his region to observe, control, and facllitete
the reeslization of the ¥mpire's policles. The suyuyuj was
apprised of what was going on in his region through the re-
ports of his tukuyrilkujs. The hunu-gamayoj (hunu = 10,000,
camayoj » official: official for 10,000 families ) were under
the authority of the tulmyrikujs. The hunu-gamayoi reported

to their chief on affsirs transpiring in the aress under thelr
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jurisdiction. Under the hunu-gsmayois were the pachac-cam-

ayoe (pachac = 100, gamayoec = official: & man who rules over
100 families ), and under these functionariea'were the chunca-~-
camayoj (chunca = 10, 2 man who rules over 10 famllies), the
officers at the bottom of the politlecsal pyramid structure of
the Empire of the Incas. This political pyramid, based on

the decimal system, promoted a terrific bureauecracy which
followed without any objection the pollicy formulated by the
Inca. The poliey of the Inea tended primarily to keep unity
and order in the Empire. Probably, in order to attain this
objective, the Inca formulated, as an instrument for political
unification, the sun's adoration. All the peopleszs of the Em-
pire mast have community of interests in the adoration of the
sun, and in the veneration of the Inca who was himself conside
ered as a person of solar dese¢ent. On the other hand, the
political strategy of the Ihe&s was based on his respect for
the local institutions and folkways of the communitise of his
Empire. Apparently, the Ince policy was interested substan=-
tislly in the unificetion of the Empire under the name of the
Inca~divinity and his father~sun. The loocsal customsz snd the
local gods remained when they were not in contradioction to the
general policy of the Emplre., Besides respect for the loesl
customs, for political ressons the Incas didn't want to antage-
onize, persecute or dominate the curaeas, anclent lords of
regions conquered by the 1mperisl forces. The curacas gener-
ally had some minor suthority and received honors snd decora-
tions of the Inca. The sons of the curacsas of the Empire were

concentrated in Cuzcc because the Incas wented to teach them
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the basic principles of the empire civilization. Probably
the Incas thought that education was beﬁter than force to
change the mental sattitudes and beliefs of the people. Edu~-
cated in the culture and customs of the Incas, the curscas’
sons could be instruments in the oculture of their provinces
under the Inca's philosophy of life. In addition, probably
the young provincial nobles were kept in Cuzco as hostages
in order t¢o avoid the possible insurrection of their fathers,
In spite of & religlous approach, it seems possible
that the Incas employed the langusge as a means of unifying
the Empire. Quechua language (Inca language) teachers were
sent all over the empire and Quechus wes established es the
imperial language. Before the Inca's domination there were
in the Peruvian territory many languages, as mochicas (Lam-
bayeque ), huanucuas (Husnuco, central region of Peru), cajan~
uexas (northern reglon of the sierra), husncas (Junin, central
region of the slerra). Between 1488 and 1530 the Quechua
language was spoken in 211 the Empire except in the Altiplano
(Peru) where Aymara was spoken. One national langusge, one

supreme divinity, and one supreme emperor for the tahuantin-

suyo were the main elements which unified many different

tribes under the direct control of the Incs state., Thie state
was an absolute monarchy. The emperor and all the top ranking
officers of the government were of the noble family of (Guechuas.
The monarchy was herefiftary. At the death of the Inca the
practice of primogeniture was followed with the oldest leglt~-
imate son acceding to the thronse. Since the Inca had many

wiveg and many children, 1t was the oldest son born of his
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marriage with his sister who was consldered sas his legltimate
successor. JIncidentally, marriage between the Inca and his
sister took place to msintain, as they felt, the purlity of the
famlly straln.

According to all the historical testimonies the suc-
cession to the throne never originated any dlspute or bloody
conflict exeept the clivil war between Huascas and Atahualpa
just before the arrival of the 8Spanlsrds in Peru. Succession
carried out without any kind of difficulty assured 2 permanent
stabillty in the government. Thls politicel stablillity allowed
the Inca to concentrate 211 hls efforts on the administration
of the Empire. The policy of this administration, by means of
rigid control and nunberless regulations, promoted 2 kind of
pasaivity and lacgk of initistive in the behavior of the Indi~
ang. The people of the Implre were uneble to execute & per-
sonal project. Everybody was limited to following traditional
rules and imperlsl instructions. In fact, spparently, the
whole policy of the empire tended to promote 2 kind of mental
status~quo in the people, and minimized the processes of change
by means of a strong authoritarianism. However, some Feruvian
writers like Jose Uriel Garcls and ILuis E. Valcercel point out
that there was democrzcy in ths Empire of the Incas, because
there was juestice for the people. It is difficult to under=~
stand how democracy coculd be possible in an empire in which
all was plenned and controlled by an elite who had 2 supernate
ural power over the common people, It 1ls diffiocult to under~-
stand how democraey ccould be posalble in 2 country where

freedom was unknown.
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Other writers belleve that the Inca Empire was based
on & true form af'eommunism. Gommmunism, according to Marx's
dootrine, is & politiesl system in which there are no sociel
clasges. On the ethér hand, Marx points out that communism
is possible only in & country which has strong proletarian
masses. The Incea Emplre had a rigld caste system, and from
the economle point of view was definitely an empire which had
not atteined the industrial form of economy and therefore did
not have a proletariat. (onsequently, there was not communiswe
in the Inoca Empire; rather, the Inca Emplre waas an absolute
monarchy in which the stete had ecertein characteristics of
sociallsm. Thie statement seems paradoxical. PBut there is
not in modern political terminology & term whilch expresses
sdequately the political system of the Incas.

The utaté is successful in its policy when 1t is able
to promote means of economic security, peage, and soc¢ial order
in the country. In this sense, the state of the Incas was
suceésnfnl because the enplire promoted economle security,
peace, and soclial order. But this political success was at-
tained under the suthoritarian philosophy of the state. Is
it enough for the state to promote only economic securlty?
Individusals csn be unhappy in the authoritarian system of gov-
ernment even when they do not suffer hunger. Valcarcel points
out that the Indlans were happy under the Ince Fmpire because
they had economic security and many colorful fiestas. It is
very difficult to know 1f sll the populsr flestes are sources
of happinesa. It is quite possible thet the Indians were In-

terested in the fiestas as & collective esospe from such a
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monotonous life and the terrific regulations of the Empire.
Perhaps the flestas were the only source of free splritual
expression. At any rate, the state of the Incas was one of
the best politicel organizations of pre~Hispanle Peru. The
Ince rulers have shown their pollticel cleverness in promot-
ing a successful administretion and exercising a wise diplom~

acy with thelr enemies.

Judiocial Organization

In modern states the laws are formulated by the legls~
lative power. The laws of the Inca Empire were formlated by
the Inca himself without any popular particlipstion. The In~
caic lawe were considered divine because the legislator was
the son of the god. The divine law was 1ﬁvialable and inalter-
able and the Ineaic legislation pointed out that the laws were
egual for the Inca and for the pesople. These genersl juridie
principles were something like a constitution which was the
fundamental basis for the civil, penal, and administrative
codes, atc.

Clvil Code. The civil code presceribed the nature of

interrelationship between the members of the family, between
the famllies and their local communlitles, and between the
local communities and the Empire. Marrisge at the age of
twenty~-five years was compulsory. There was no free choice in
marriage. The Inca and his functionaries in the provinces
chose the partners of the marriage. The individuals who were
chosen to become married had to sccept the Inca's choice. The

husband and wife Interrelationshlp was based on loyalty, good
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understanding and reciprogcel assistence. Adultery and polyg-
amy were forbldden among the common people. The ochildren must
respect, obey, and help thelr parents, particularly when they
became old. The parents must teke care of thelr young chil-
dren and teach them to cultivate the soll and mske clothing
for themselves. Concerning the local communities, there were
such laws as friendship and mutual assistance among 21l mem-
bers of the ecommunity, end the obligation to do everything for
the welfare of the community. The laws regarding the inter-
relationship between the communities and the Emplre were as
follows: (2} unconditional respect for the Supreme Ruler's
suthority, (b) adoretion of the maximum national divinity,

{c) the use of the Quechua language, (d) the punctual payment
of taxes.

Working Code. The working code regulated the work in

the mines, coca plantations, local communities' duties and
public services in the building of chureches, palaces, fort-
resses, and in the construction of roads, canals, irrigation,
bridges, end so forth. The workers were fed by the state, and
they did not receive any salary for their work. The land of
the Empire was cultivated by the members of the loecal commun-~
ities. JMining work must be performed by the Indians of the
mountains because they were supposed to be famillar with life
at high asltitudes in which the metals were found. The coca
plantation workers were chosen among the inhabitants of the
valleys with hot c¢limate. The Indlans cealled to the local
commmities and public imperilal works must ¢ome punchtually

to the place, and at the time fixed by the functioneries of
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the administration.
¥iliteary Qode. The supreme chief of the army was the

Inca who planned and directed all the military campaigns.
¥ilitary service was compulsory for all individuals of the
Empire from twenty~five to fifty years old. The state sup-
plied weapons and food to the soldlers. The land of the s0l=-
diers in active duty wae cultiveted by the individuals of
their local communities. The state took care of the families
of the soldliers desd cor c¢rippled In the militery campasigns.
The army discipline was extremely severe. The soldiers had
to respect, obey and follow blindly the instructions of thelr
officers. Deserters recelived the death sentence without any
trial. On the other hand, the soldiers must respect the
properties of the enemies., The vonfiscation of enemy property
was an exclusive business of the state.

Penal Qode. The punishments in the Inca FEmpire were

death, flagellation, prison, and exile. Criminals and indiv-
1duals who blasphemed sgainst the Inca or sun were killed.
The curacas who punished the Indians under thelr authority,
the killer of a wife or husband, individuals who set fire to
the houses, and those who executed abortions, were also pun-
ished with the death sentence. The lazy were punished with
flagellation, and the liars with cruel torments. The mere-
tricious were isolated from the community, snd thieves, after
bringing back the stolen objects, were exlled to the forest,
The functionariss of the administration who neglected their
dutlies were dismissed or jailed in prison.

The supreme judicial authority wes the Inca and the
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members of the nobility. The judges were supposed to be
honest and just. Corrupt judges were killed. The penal pro=-
cedure was summary, The trizls for slight or grave trans-
gresslone of the law were finished in five days. There was
no appeal to the judges' sentences,

Eoral Code. Th= morsl code of the Incs Ymplre wes

based on principles which tended to foster geod habits such

as to tell the truth, 2nd not to be a liar or thief, or lazy.
Tito Glurato points out some moral aphorisms of Pachacutec
Inca which may be an example of the moral beliefs of the
Indian's rulers .20 Giurato says, “(ovetousness 1is harmful.
The wise man 1s known by his patience 1in cases of adversity."”
{Author's translation.) It seems possible that the Inca peo=-
ple had good morsl qualities. However, it seems that the
Indians' moral behavior was under the pressure of s terrific
regulation; therefore, iIndividuals did not have the possie
bility of ecting freely. It seems possible that the Indisans
didn't lie because of fear of heavy punishments. On the other
hand, in the Ince ¥mpire there was not & clear dlstinction
between morals snd law. In fact, the law in most cases was
based entirely on moral reasoning without tsking into consid-
eration individual and soclal factors of the laws transgressed.
However, the Inceie law had soms superior sccomplisbhments re-

gerding work legislation, the clivil code, and soclal securlty.

20&1%0 Giuratc, Peru Mllensrio, Lims, Peru: Edltor-
1&1 keoos, 1947, p. 182.
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If there was not consideration for the superior attributes of
human personality, et least -there was consideration for the
orphans, old people, and cripples who were under the protec-
tion and assistance of the state. If there was not dpropor-
tion between the delicts and the punlshments, at least there
was not corruption in the administration of justice. Accord-
Ing to Garcllaso, the Inca and the members of the nobility
were never punished or criticized by the people.al Garcilaso
says, "It does not appear that any Inka of the blood royal
has ever been punished, at least publiely, and the Indians
deny that such a thing has ever taken place," This means
that the Incas never transgressed the laws which were made by
themselves. Qf course, the oppressed Indlans were not able
to eriticize and punish their rulers, Thls wea out of the
question. The fact is thet the Incas apparently had good
moral principles, and that they observed ané respected the
laws of the Empilre in ordar to show & good example of behavior

to the common pecople.

Religion and Philosophy of the Incas

The Incas were polytheists. They venerated the sun,
moon, stars, and lightning, There was a hierarchy among the
gods. In fact, the sun was the Peruvian "Jupiter," and was
venerated as national god in the BEmpire. It has been sald
that the Inces didn't srrive at the notion of a spiritual god.

However, there are facts which are contradictory to thls

2lgarcilsso, op. cit., p. 154,
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assertion. As & matter of fsct, the Incas venerated the

Pachacams¢c (the ereator of the world). This god was supposed

to be the true creator of the earth, heaven and living beings.
Pachacamagc was suppoesed to be the father of sesverything includ-

ing the sun. Appsrently, the cult of Pachacsmsc was not

spread 1n the Empire. In fact, this god had only one church

in the sscred oity of Pachagamac (southern coastal rsgion of

Peru) which was, according to the chroniclers, the biggest
pllgrimage center of the empire. The Indlans were fervent
believers of thelr godas which they honored with many fiestas,
In these popular fleztas the Indiens sacrificed llemas in
honor of their gods. Some writers, like H., Cunow, point out
that there was human sacrifice to the gada.ea Cunow states:
The victims were chosen among the children eight
or ten years old, The priests strangled the vietims
in the presensce of the people, and offered to the
gods the hearts of the children., (Author's translation.)
Human sacrifice in the Ince religion is a controversisl sube
jeet among the writers who have studied thie point. At any
rete, 1f there was human sacrifice in the Inca Fmpire, 1t
mast have beenAlimited to & very few cases.
In spite of the veneration of the gods, the Indians
venerated, as in the Anclent Egyptian Emplire, the dead of

23

their rulers and families. Poma de Ayala says, "During the

22H. Cunow, Sistema de Parentesco Peruanc y las Commun-
idades Gentilicias de los Incas, trans, Maris holtscheck,
Paris, 1020, P. O5.




43

month of November, the Indians take the mupmles out of thelr
tombs with the purpose of venerating them." (Author's trans-
latione.)

The Indians believed in the immortality of the dead,
In fact, the Indlens put food in the tombs bescaunse the desd
were supposed to eat llke living individusls. There sre not
facts to prove that the Indians belleved in a heaven or hell,
However, the Indians belleved in a bad spirit called supay
(devil) which was supposed to live in the darkest place df
the world, The Indian Erymens were sources of temptation,
sickness and cruel adveraities, Pericdically, there were
rituals for compelling the supay to go far away from the com=
munities. |

What was the philosophlical consception of the Indlans
regarding the world and the divinilty? Based on logical induce
tion and historical itestimonles it 1s possible to point out
the beliefs of the Indians regarding the world and thelr god.
The physical world of the Greeks was composed of four elements:
earth, water, fire and wind., The physical world of the Indi~
ans had &ll these elements except the wind. The Indlans had
a deep veneration for the elements of earth snd water because

there were such common é&xpressions as Mems Gocha, Mama Pacha,

(mother lake, mother esrth). The Indian'’s world was forméd

by the region of light, or hanan Pacha (heaven), the region

where humans live or gam Pacha (half), and the Ukju or under-
ground reglon, where live the dead and germs. So the Indlan's
world had three dimensions: high, half and underground. The

gods, sources of welfare and happiness, l1ive in the heaven.
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The zenith was galled hanan, and the nadir Urin. The world
in which man lives had four directlions: anti (east), konti,

(west), kolle (south), end ghinchay (north). The Pachscamae

god, the true ersator of the world, was supposed toc be

located not In the world; therefore, it ¢an be sald that the
Indians were transcendentallsts., Apparently, this philosoph-
i1cal conception was not popular becasuse there was not popular
education in the Empire cof the Ineas. The amantss (noble
teachers ) and the Incas were concerned wlth scme philosoph-
ical problems, the common people were rather animists, and
venerated the sun with fervor. It seems possible thet the
Incaes had deep doubts sbout the divinity of the sun, and ap=-
parently the rulers appeared to the masses as sons of the sun
only for political reasons. Regardlng this question, J. J.
Pschudl writes:®4 01t 15 doubtful thet the Incas could believe
themselves to be descendants of the sun. They were too clever

to believe in such fables." (Author's translation.)

The Art of the Incas

Architecture. The Incas?! architecture reached a

remarkable achlevement in aesthetic as well as in the solid
quelity of the bulldings. After many centuries, at the

present time it is possible to see Incaic ruins of military,
religlous and eivil architecture in a perfect astate of con~-

servation, 1In the strong earthquake of 1950 the majority of

- 245, 7. Tschudi, Contribuciones a la Hlstoria,

Civiligatlon y Linguistiea del Peru Antiguo, Tomo I, Lima,
¢Peru: Libreria San Mart. y Cia., 1918, p. R9.
Feru: Libreris 8an Martl y Cld., 1018, P £9.
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the modern buildings of Cugzeo were destroyed, but the Inecale

walles of the Jacsayhuam fortress and the modern houses bullt

above the Incaic foundation blocks didn't suffer dsmsge at
81l. The solidity of the Inca architecture was based on the
strength of the materials, and on the architectursl =kill in
the wall construction., The stone blocks are generally rect-
sngular. The weight of these single blocks in some places,
like Bsksayhuamen, is around twenty or thirty tons. The
lower tilers of a wall are made of larger blocks than the up-
per, and the juncturss of the blocks are as perfect ag modern
Junctures of marble blocks. The similarity of the Incesic
walls and the Egyptizan style has been remarked by Bingham.gﬁ
The walls of temples and pelaces (Incaic) are

not perpendicular but slope slightly inward. They

are of so~called Epyptian style, being narrower

at the top than at the bottom,
The roofs of the monumental palaces or churches were coveéed
with thatch made of grass or bushes because the Incas didn't
know the use of tiles or shingles. According to Bennett,
the Inca architects plannrned the bulldings by making clay mod-
els. These architects had eesthetic aptlitudes because the
Incajoc buildinge have sirple geometrical forms and proportions
The bulldings do not have arches or vaults, and lack ornament-
ation. ‘But the interior walls of the palaces and churches
were decorated with numerous silver and gold plstes, Apper-

ently, the Indian architects were concerned only with the

construction of royal palaces and publie buildings, because

RﬁBingham, op. cit., p. b,
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the houses of the common people were of very inferior qual~
ity of masonry.

Pottery. The srchasologlsts have found in their ex-
cavations numhers of pre-Incs and Incalc veses which are
placed in the main micsecums of the world. The Incalc ceramic
is polished and polychrome painted with orange, yellow, red,
black and white. The designs on the vases are geometrical
and more or less standardlzed. The arybal 1s the most typi-
cal Incaic vase., Thls vase haa 8 conical pointed base,
vertical flat sides and ta3ll eollar. Mostly the Inca ceram-
ists made animal and vegetable decorations on the wooden
vases .28 jccording to H. Trimborn, "The vases of wood had
decorations of animals and plants.'" (Author's translation.)
Probably the decorations in the palnting on these wocden
vases were rudimentary because of lack of knowledge of relief
and perspective,

For a long tims, much has been sald of the great
achievement of the Incale cersmics. However, this achievement
was very inferior to the Nazes and, primarily, Chimu ceramics.
The Incslc vases have exqellent gecmetrical forms, but do not
have the beautiful decorations of the coastal veses, The
Chimu ceramists were artists who mede human portraits of clay
and painted their vases with & varlety of scenes which show
artistic graclousness and rich inspiration. By contrast, the
Incaic vases scem made 1n mass production because there is

almost uniformity in thelr execution and form. Probsbly the

26y, Trimborn, Arte Inca, Medrid, 1935, p. 24.
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Incas absorbed in projects of conquest and politico~-social
organigations neglected artistie production somewhat. How-
ever, this does not mean that the Incas were inferior in art.
As a matter of fact, they were excellent, achieving a monmu~
mental type of architecture, gracious stone sculpture (de~
stroyed by the abaniards), wonderful jewelry and weaving, and
original literature production.

Literature and ¥usic. The Incas dldn't kmow writing,

therefore there are not written bhooks of prose and poetry by
the Indian haravics (poets) of the Empire. However, there
are a few writers who point out that the Incas knew some kind
of alphabet. Por instance, Rafeel Larco Hoyle hes found in
his excavationa some lime beans which have in thelilr surfaces
geometrical incision= such as points, combinations of points,
lines, sngles, and so forth. Based on this finding larco
points cut that the Incss knew & particular type of writing.
The theory of Hoyle regarding the Incale writing has not any
scientific support. In the opinion of those who are most
competent to judge, there was not any type of writing in the
Empire of the Inces. In fact, there are no historicel testi-
monies supporting Lerco's assumption, nor was any kind of
writing found in the Incaie tombs,

The Incas'! literature 1s known only through the writ-
ings of chroniclers, primarily Garcllaso Inca de la Vega, and
through the survival of some tales in the present Indlsn com~
minities. The Indians cultivated prose and poetry. Prose
was confined to the tales, apologues, and mxims, The poetry

was epie end lyric. In the great epis postry, the subjects
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of the poets! inspirations were such things as memories of

the important politleal events, legends, traditions, and cos=
mogonic 1dess. The minor eples were primarily the loecsl
traditions, and hunting songs. The subjects of the lyrie
poetry were elegy, love, pastoral and sgricultural songs.
Garcilaso Inca de la Vegsa pointed out that the Incas knew
comedies and tragedies. At the present time there is in ex-
istence part of a play which is supposed to be Incalc. This
play, which 1s cslled "Qllanta” has three acts. The leading
sgtors of the play are the general Ollanta and the princess
gusl Coyllor, daughter of the Inca. The maln argument of the
play is a love story. The great warrlor Ollante who has won
many battles for the glory of his Inca falls in love with the
charming princess Cusil Coyllor ("Venus") who loves the fsmous
soldler passionately. The father, learning of the love of
his dasughter for & warrior without Ince blood, becomes very
angry. Ollante escapes to the "0llantaytambo fortresa" where
he revolts against his Emperor. In the meantime the princess
has been jailed and kept in & dsrk room without food and water.
One imperial officer, with a clever strategy, defeats (llanta,
who is brought a prisoner to the Inca's presence. Everybody--
in the imperial court--weits the death of Qllanta. But the
Inca forgives the rebel general who Iimmediately merrles the
princess. 8o the whole tragedy hes 2 happy end. The authen-
ticity of this play ie 2 controverasisl thing. Some writers
think that the play has been created by some Spanish priest.
At any rate, it 1s quite possible that the play was written
by & 8panish priest, based on the Indlen tradition. Probably













































































































































































































































































































































































































































