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shopping center. Yet demonstrations at the theater and

restaurant sit-ins at Hecht-May, the major department

store at Northwood, proved unsuccessful.

The years immediately preceding 1960 saw some

progress and continued protests, yet they were only the

calm before the storm. The national attention that the

February 1, 1960 Greensboro sit-ins produced encouraged

the Morgan students. In an unprecedented burst of

energy more than three hundred members of Morgan's Civic

Interest Group descended upon the Northwood Hecht-May

restaurant in mid March of 1960. The protests so

thoroughly disrupted normal activities that Hecht-May

management, claiming a 49% drop in business, obtained an

injunction to limit the demonstrations.

Ironically the injunction served the cause of the

students better than they could have realized. Closed

door giscussions between the Baltimore Urban League, the

Governor's Commission and the management of some of the

other major department stores revealed that Hecht-May

and other department stores were willing to integrate if

Baltimore's flagship department store, Hutzlers, would

agree. Hutzlers, however, was the most recalcitrant,

and would not even agree to discuss the problem. The

students, who for logistical reasons had refused to

demonstrate downtown, were now left with few other

choices. Traveling downtown in teams to the major
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department stores, the students began to demonstrate.

The downtown Hechts placed a guard to block their
entrance; and another store closed its restaurant when

it saw the students coming. At Hutzlers the students

were allowed at first to sit in at the restaurant and
the basement lunch counter until closing time. However

after a few days, Hutzlers also began closing down when

the students arrived. The surprise came when the

students reached the Hochschild-Kohn. By previous

decision Hochschild's decided to serve the students if

and when they showed up. SO shocked were the students

by prompt service that they hardly had money to buy

anything.

This was the first time that civil rights

protesters enjoyed mass and favorable attention.

Support for the students came from all quarters. Whites

as well as blacks lent their sympathy. Some canceled

their charge accounts with the offending companies.

Organizations, like the YWCA, passed resolutions urging

the other stores to follow suit. The catholic

Interracial Council wrote letters to all of the involved
Other

stores urging them to serve all customers.

churches and civic groups came together in an

outpouring of support. The Urban League and the United
Church Women were especially instrumental in stirring up

community support. The students, thus encouraged, kept
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up the demonstrations.

Finally Hutzlers president, who for the two weeks

since the beginning of the demonstrations had been away

on a cruise vacation, called a summit with the students,

their lawyers and adult advisors, at which Mr. Hutzler

immediately caved into student demands. The next day

the other two stores, as they had promised, fell into

43

line behind Hochschild's and Hutzler's.

With the department store victory, the students set

of f with a new intensity in at least three major

directions. First, they continued with luncheon

counter/restaurant demonstrations in various locations.

Second, they became actively involved in a voter

registration campaign. Third, they began other

demonstrations and community improvement projects on the

Eastern shore and southern Maryland areas.

In late spring of 1960 the students joined the

demonstrations at the White Coffee Pot restaurants,

picking up the waning efforts of the local CORE chapter.

With the beginning of summer, however, many of the

college students left Baltimore and the remaining

43August Meier "The Successful Sit-Ins in A Border
City: A Study in Social causation," Journal of Intergroup
Relations 2 (Summer 1961): 230-237. Although largely
undocumented this article generally agrees with newspaper
accounts of both the Baltimore Sun and the Afro-American
as well as with my interviews with Clarence Logan, Douglas
Sands, Robert Watts, Sidney Hollander, Jr. and Father Joe

Connolly.
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student leaders began to draw on high school students.

In their discussions with the Coffee Pot's owners, Miles

and Jerome Katz, the Morgan students in the cCivic

Interest Group obtained an agreement from the Katz

brothers that they would integrate their facilities if

their competitors in the low cost cafeteria market would

do likewise. Thus the students began demonstrating at

Bickford's and Thompson's restaurants. Out of town

firms owned both of these establishments and in the face

of protest quickly consented to negotiation and then

integration. The Katz brothers, still cautious, agreed

to open their Mondawmin store. This store, which had

been the scene of some the heaviest CORE picketing, was

in an integrated, middle class neighborhood. Other

Baltimore area White Coffee pots, including one in an

all black community, retained their white only sit-down

policy. A combination of Morgan students, black and

white high school students, and some white Hopkins and

Goucher students participated in the protests. With

many businesses maintaining a segregated policy, they
had plenty of restaurants and other establishments to
choose from for some time.%4

The second big project that the students tackled

was a voter registration campaign. In the summer of

1960 Clarence Mitchell, Jr., arranged a meeting between

44cjarence Logan to Vernon Horn, February 29, 1991.
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the leaders of the Civic Interest Group and Adam Clayton

Powell. Powell advised them that the best hope for

African-Americans was to work within the "body politic."

Taking Powell's advice, the students became heavily

involved the long standing "get out the vote campaign"

re Afro-American and

conducted annually by the Baltimo

the NAACP.%®
In the summer and fall of 1960 the voter

registration campaign added 119,549 new colored voters"

to the rolls. The registration center had to be moved

and expanded to accommodate all the applicants. In the

hot dog days of August 1960 the lines of blacks signing

up to vote grew so long that volunteers had to bring

them water in buckets to prevent heat stroke. Newly

registered voters, full of optimism, discussed the

relative merits of John Kennedy and Richard Nixon as

they looked forward to the 1960 presidential

election.4®

Besides public accommodations in Baltimore, the

students also became interested in rural towns 1n

Maryland's surrounding counties. In 1960 Douglas Sands,

the Morgan student body president who had been so

involved in the demonstrations at the Northwood Theatre,

451pid.

46ga1timore Afro-American, 8 October, 1960 and
January to November, passim. Dr. J.E.T. Camper OH 8134.
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became the Executive Secretary of the Governor's
Commission on Interracial Problems and Relations. Sands

regularly packed his car full of students and drove down

to eastern shore communities such as Cambridge, Easton,

Salisbury, Denton, Centreville, Ridgely and Crisfield.

He would drop them off at the outskirts of town, give

them time to begin protesting, and then come along in

his official capacity to commence the negotiations.
Joining the Baltimore area students on these protests

were many white and pblack students from the northeastern

United States. On some occasions several hundred

northern students would join them.4’

As time progressed it became more respectable for

liberal whites to join the protests, and many of them

did so. The students, however, were more aggressive than

many of their elders and white friends thought wise.

Some believed the student's actions dangerous to the

civil rights and public accommodations legislation

perennially pending in both the Baltimore City Council

47puthor's interviews with Douglas Sands and Clarence
Logan. Sue Koskoff [Northern student Movement
Coordinating Committee] to clarence Logan, March 12, 1962;
Joyce Barrett [Fellowship House and Farm, Philadelphia and
Pottstown, Pennsylvania] to Cclarence Logan, January 24,
1962. August Meier to Marvin Rich, July 21, 1963, The
personal papers of Clarence Logan; copies of these
documents are in the author's possession.
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and the Maryland General Assembly since at least

1955.48

The Civic Interest Group persisted in its protests

and developed a reputation for "all action and very

little negotiation."49 In February of 1963 the

students returned once again to the Northwood Theatre.

Despite numerous other victories in the Northwood area,

and many more in the Baltimore metropolitan area, the

owners of the theater held out.

Drawing on the experiences of southern protesters,

the students of the Civic Interest Group decided that

mass arrests were necessary. At the Northeastern police

court the ranking police officers and judges decided to

go along with the charges of trespass and disorderly

conduct, which carried abnormally high bails. This

failed to discourage the student protesters. The

students, quite by accident, discovered that staying in
jail had potential as a pargaining tool. Within a few
days the Baltimore jail contained more than 500 students

and was becoming overcrowded, unsanitary, and

potentially dangerous.

In an impressive show of solidarity, Morgan State

48por example, Leon Ssachs [Executive Director
Baltimore Jewish Council] to Clarence Logan, December 5,
1961, the personal papers of Clarence Logan; COpY of
document in author's possession. Interviews with Clarence
Logan, Douglas Sands, Father Joe Connolly.

49cjlarence Logan to Vernon Horn, February 29, 1991.
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president Martin Jenkins publicly promised that if the
theater did not quickly integrate and the police drop
the charges "there will be 2400 students in jail."™
Mayor Goodman, who was soon to stand for re-election,

was particularly anxious to resolve the crisis. The

Northwood Theatre owners not only faced pressure
directly from the mayor's office, but other merchants in

the shopping center, themselves integrated, were angry

at the loss of business and the poor publicity. After

intense closed door sessions, the theater owners finally

gave in. After some added negotiations the mayor also

managed to get the students released from jail, and two

weeks later a grand jury dropped all charges against the

students.50

The Civic Interest Group did much to popularize the

direct action style of protesting. The Morgan students

first got white students from Hopkins involved, and more

and more other liberal whites, especially clergymen,

became involved. The culmination of this involvement

came on July 4, 1963 at Gwynn oak Park. A small band of

CORE activists began the protests in 1955. Over the

Thomas S. Plaut and Curtis Smuthers,
"Case Study in Nonviolent Direct Action," The Crisis 71
(November 1964): 573-578. At the time August Meier was
a Morgan State professor and adult advisor to the Civic
Interest Group. Thomas S. Plaut and Curtis Smuthers were
student leaders of Civic Interest Group. This account
generally agrees with accounts in the Baltimore Sun and

Afro-American.

50pugust Meier,




104

years they grew, but never became a popular student

endeavor.

By 1963 many clergymen and assorted white liberals
were participating in protests on a somewhat frequent

basis. Veterans of the protest movement noted that it

became the fashionable thing to do. A typical protest

consisted of a small interracial group of clergymen

meeting at a posh restaurant, and sitting in until they

were either served or ejected. By 1962 many clergymen

were congregating in the Baltimore Interfaith Committee

for Human Rights, and urging their parishoners to

support the movements.>! on July 4, 1963 more than

fifty local and nationally prominent church and civic

leaders, together with 400 or more local sympathizers

descended on Gwynn Oak Park, disrupting the holiday

festivities. Apologetic policemen arrested 283 of them

and politely carried them away in paddy wagons and

school busses. By a prearranged agreement between the

defense attorney and the trial judge, the police brought

them in in groups of ten, whereupon they all pleaded

innocent, and the judge released them on their own

recognizance.52

lipping file of the Baltimore

5lngaltimore General" C
e of these activities in 1962

catholic Review documents som
and 1963, Josephite Archives.

52galtimore Evening Sun 5, 6, 7 July, 1963.
1963. Author's

Baltimore Afro-American, 13 July;
interview with Robert Watts.
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The 1963 Gwynn Oak protest is widely recognized to
have "broken the back of segregation,” in as much as any

kind of significant community sympathy for the

institution is concerned.®? Yet even at this protest

the largest contingent of police and police dogs was

there, not to arrest the peaceful protesters, but keep

in line 1000 hecklers who did not sympathize in the

least with the protesters.54

Just four days before the protests the weak, but

long awaited, Maryland Public Accommodations Law took

effect. The law, which was soO weak that it did not

apply to Gwynn Oak park, was the first step towards

mandated equal access to public accommodations. In the

first six months of the law's operations, the Governor's

Commission on Interracial Problems handled 42

complaints, 41 of which pertained to unequal access in,

for the most part, restaurants. The commission boasted

of its success in handling these cases, but broadly

hinted that many instances of denied access went

unreported.55

Helen Brown,

53puthor's interviews with Robert Watts,
Father Joe

Joan Wertheimer, Sidney Hollander, Jr.,
Connolly.

54paltimore Afro-American 13 July 1963. ?Balti@ore
General" clipping file of the Baltimore Catholic Review,
Josephite Archives.

55Maryland Commission on Interracial Problems and
Relations, Annual Report, 1964.
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Beginning at least as early as 1951 the steady,
continued efforts of the students and a handful of other

activists helped bring on a popular acceptance for the

direct action tactics of the civil rights movement, and

sensitized many to the absurdity of segregation. Yet

even as new attitudes became more prevalent, old ones

clung on with some tenacity, and there was serious

reaction against the movement. In 1963 a columnist for

the Afro-American, sensing the resistance to the

movement, warned that it would be impossible for anyone

to stop the revolution in progress.56 In the fifteen

years since direct action protesters first began

campaigning, the movement had been through hard times.

The perseverance of the protesters was finally paying

substantial dividends. Yet despite its progress the

movement was still only just beginning.

56galtimore Afro-American, 10 August, 1963.
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