


















































































































































































































































































































































































In contrast to these negative labels, the Hell Point residents defined themselves a 

hard-working, close-knit people. They established as sense of community and solidarity 

amongst themselves. They thought of themselves as people who played together as children 

and whose parents helped each other out in difficult times. 

They were aware of their ethnic and class distinctions which were reflected in their 

residency patterns and in their tendency to cluster into bounded groups. As some memoirists 

recall, though, this segregation within this diverse community was not total. Some residents 

did associate with members of other classes and ethnic groups. 

The memoirists' picture of the Naval Academy is also interesting, and the views 

range from childhood to adulthood perspectives. While some suggested that there was a 

sense of difference between the Naval Academy and the Hell Point residents who were held 

in lower esteem, the Naval Academy was very important in the lives of Hell Point residents. 

For children, the Academy was a playground, an institution of support, a place to earn 

money, a place to find big brothers. As adolescents, it was a place for going to parties, 

meeting young men, or competing with midshipmen for dates with young women, as well as 

a place to find work. For the adults, it was an important source of income from a job, from 

boarding naval employees, or dates for or with midshipmen. For the adults it was a source 

of steady employment and a place for sports and cultural events. 

While the Academy sustained many of the families living in Hell Point, it also 

ultimately took away their homes. For some, this experience was an opportunity to move to 

another home. For others, however, it was a painful loss of a special home and 

neighborhood. 
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PROJECT RECOMMENDATIONS 

ARCHAEOLOGY 

The results of the archaeological survey lead to recommendations for further testing to 

be done in 3 out of the 4 areas focused on during this field season. The discovery of intact 

cultural deposits in almost one-half of the total area tested indicates a high possibility for the 

existence of cultural remains in other parts of the Yard which were not surveyed for this 

project. 

The archaeological record survives in discreet locations in the Yard and it is strongly 

recommended that where cultural resources still exist, further archaeological testing be 

conducted prior to any further ground breaking activities. It is strongly recommended that 

no ground-breaking activities in the southern half of the Ellipse (l 8AP67), along the western 

half of Porter Road (18AP68), and in the visitor's parking lot (18AP69) adjacent to Halsey 

Field House, as well as in all areas not reclaimed or known to contain fill, be done before 

further archaeological surveying and historical research. 

The discoveries made during the reconnaissance survey, which include intact 

eighteenth and nineteenth century remains at 18AP67 and 18AP68, twentieth century remains 

in 18AP69, and late nineteenth and early twentieth century remains found throughout the 

entire survey area and relate to the history of the early development of the Academy, are 

important in many ways. In terms of historical significance, the Academy has on its 

property an intriguing artifact assemblage dating from the early 1700's and extending through 

the mid-20th century. Materials recovered during this survey reflect not only the physical 

development of the early, pre-Flagg Naval Academy, but also of some of the neighborhoods 

which comprised the town of Annapolis long before the Naval Academy was established here 

in 1845. The eligibility of the sites identified during this project for listing on the National 

Register has not been determined because the scope of the project was such that 

archaeological testing was limited and site boundaries were not fully identified. However, 

the areas of highest sensitivity would be probable candidates for National Register listing and 

it has been recommended that further archaeological investigation be done prior to any 
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remains during this survey emphasizes its potential for success in other locations in the Yard. 

Historical data in the form of land deeds, for example, are available for locations on 

the western side of College Creek, and there have been prehistoric sites identified here as 

well. Both the information recovered during this field season, and the existence of known 

prehistoric (see previous investigations section of report) and historic cultural resources on 

the western side of College Creek emphasize the importance of investigating more of the 

Academy grounds to determine the integrity and significance of these deposits. 

AUTOCAD 

The use of AutoCAD technology as a predictive tool in the archaeological phase of 

the Legacy Project proved to be an unquestionable success. The use of the computer in the 

field of archaeology is multifaceted. The most significant contribution of the computer, to 

the field as a whole, is it provides us with a non-invasive tool. Given that archaeology is, 

fundamentally a destructive science, a non-invasive tool is an extraordinary concept. 

Since the AutoCAD phase of this project was experimental in nature, only a small sampling 

of historic maps were used in this project. Having demonstrated that AutoCAD is indeed 

successful at predicting the location of cultural remains, it is necessary to continue this 

process using several different types of maps. Once a series of maps have been digitized and 

overlaid on the USNA base map, an accompanying historic study of the vicinity will be 

undertaken. It must be emphasized that cartographic resources have the greatest value when 

used in conjunction with other documents. Each type of source can then inform the other, 

confirming its accuracy and reliability. 

This broad perspective is absolutely essential when engaged in this type of analysis. 

Every historic map manifests two sets of rules. First, there are the cartographic rules; a map 

as an index to the location of things, processes, and events in the past. The second set can 

be traced from society into the map. The map becomes a "signifying system" through which 

"a social order is communicated, reproduced, experienced and explored." Maps do not 

simply reproduce a topographical reality; they also interpret it (Harley, p.10). 

It is strongly recommended that the digital mapping of the Academy continue as 
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itself successful at predicting the location of historic, cultural resources. The information 

gained by utilizing this type of technology would be an enormous asset to the public works 

and planning departments of institutions such as the Naval Academy. 

TRACT HISTORY 

To protect the below-ground remains of the City that lie within the Academy grounds 

and to enable their recovery whenever the opportunity presents itself, two important steps 

should be taken. First, the tract histories should be incorporated into the Autocad process. 

This can best be done by creating hand-drawn plats from the metes and bounds contained in 

the deeds and transferring those plats to the AutoCAD maps. This process will not result in 

precise correlations between the two, as the plats will only rarely have reference points to 

contemporary features, but they will be an approximation that will allow identification of 

potentially rich or significant archaeological resources. 

Second, summaries should be prepared for the individual chains of title, as described 

under Research Design and Objectives. Individual property summaries will require an 

expenditure of time well beyond that allotted for completion of the Site Reports project and 

would have to be carried out as a second phase. The chains of title included as an appendix 

to this report include examples of the summaries that would be prepared for all properties. 

Inclusion of the title information into the Autocad mapping process and preparation of 

tract history summaries will make it possible both to determine areas of potential 

archaeological impact and to evaluate the character of the artifacts that can be recovered 

from the site. 

ORAL HISTORY 

These initial oral history interviews provide a solid beginning for more research of 

Hell Point. To more fully understand the nature of the neighborhood and the relationship 

with the Naval Academy, more research is required. For one thing, the interviews were 

only an hour long, not sufficient time to explore in-depth these topics with any person. 

Consequently, there should be some follow-up interviews with some of these memoirists. 

Seeendl , atktttien-al-memoirists--shettkl·-be--id.entifiecl---and-interviewed,particrrlarly-Af1ican 
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Americans and watermen whose perspectives are under-represented in this first report. 

Efforts should be made to find former residents who lived on some of the other streets that 

were also not sufficiently represented in this project. More former Hell Point residents who 

were directly affected by the take-over should be interviewed to more fully understand what 

this experience was like. And former Hell Point residents who worked at the Academy 

would provide valuable information about the Academy as an employer. Such additional 

information would fill out what has already been collected, thus providing the archaeology 

with a rich context. 
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ADDITIONAL WORK FUNDED BY THE LEGACY PROGRAM 

The following tasks are being done to continue the work funded by the Legacy 

Program and described in this report. 

All of the archaeological remains recovered during the reconnaissance reported here 

will be treated so that they can be stored according to Federal Curation Standards. 

Approximately 20 more hours of oral history from former residents of Hell Points 

will be collected. These memorists will be more representative of the population and will 

include more African Americans and Filipinos. Additional women who lived in Hell Point 

will also be interviewed. 

Title searches of the rest of the land on the east side of College Creek will be 

finished. Title searches for all of the parcels that compose the historic core of the campus 

will be taken as far back into the 18th century as possible. Some of this material will 

involve hand-drawn maps of the original metes and bounds of these properties. 

A series of up to 20 historic maps will be digitized using Auto-CAD. Some of these 

will be overlayed against the Existing Conditions Map. Also to be digitized are some of the 

hand-drawn maps of metes and bounds. The purpose of all the digitizing is to allow the 

USNA to know where historic remains may lie below its current campus with the greatest 

accuracy possible before any excavation is undertaken. 
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