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Bey was assisted by a gglzf (intendant) appointed by the
Dey,28 and a courier (wakil-i sipanhiyan [sic]).2? The Bey
also chose ka'ids to govern each of the towns in his prov-
ince.30 The main function that these civil officiesls performed
was to send Alglers the tax levied annually on each town.31

The Beys used tyranny and oppression to maintain
themselves in their jobs, for the Dey would have regarded a
mild ruler to be an ambitious man who was trying to become
popular with the subject population and thus harmful to the
central government. The Dey required each Bey to appear in
Alglers to give an account of his rule at least once every
three years when his term ended. At this time the Dey would
declde on whether the Bey would be reappointed. When they
made theilr triennial appearance before the Dey they would
generally make a ceremonial entrance to his palasce and
lavish great sums of money wpon various officisls, including
even the Dey himself and his Council of Ministers, 1In the
nineteenth century it is reported that the Beys of Oran and
Constantine pald as much as 300,000 dollars for this
purpose.32

The city of Alglers, capital of the Pagalik, had an

28pananti, p. 311.
29Colombe, p. 368,

30pananti.

3lgknight, p. 4B4. Knight gives figures for the taxes
levied on the various towns in the 1620s,

32shaler, pp. 19-20.
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Independent status and was usually regarded as the Dey's

personal province. The §eyh el-Beled was the civil governor

of Algiers and a Kihya commanded the city's militia. An Aga
de Kul was superintendent of police and the Mezouard taxed
and controlled the houses of prostitution., All of these
officials were appolnted by the Dey.33

Algiers was divided into quarters in which the
inhabitants lived according to their occupation. The Ru'asa
generally resided in large houses along the harbor. Artisans,
organized in guilds that were led by powerful Emins, (leaders)
usually lived in the same section of the city as the other
members of thelir gu.’L1c1.3LL

The bulk of the city's population was composed of Arab
and Berber tribes (Bani-Maza'ab was the principal tribe in
the Pagalik) and Jewish artisans and merchants. Each ethnic
group chose its own Emin who was responsible to the govern-
ment for the group's conduct. The Jews in Alglers were
severely oppressed. Although they were free to operate as
businessmen and bankers, they suffered many disadvantages.
Jews pald an annual poll tax to the Dey and were subject to
the same customs regulations as foreigners. Jews in Algiers

also had to wear distinguishing dress, usually a black robe.35

33shaler, p. 52. Pananti says the Mezouar was Lord
Mayor. Pananti, p. 303.

34shaler.
35Pananti, p. 159.
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Despite these disadvantages, Jews were frequently
chosen to serve in the government. They were also allowed
to buy tax farms, own banks, and assume & leading role in
Algerian commerce . By 1805, they had such a financial hold
on the city that they became an important faction in the
government., This angered the Janissaries who shot the
Jewish Hasnagi, Busnah, in June, 1805.36 In the late 1820s
the Jewish banking houses, concerned over the lack of order
in the interior and thelr own position in the city, began to
pressure France to intervene and establish a French colony
Iin Algeria. This connection between the Jewish bankers and
France may have contributed to the French decision to invade
Algeria in 1830.

In 1830, the government of Algeria possessed an
administration system that had functioned adequately for
over three hundred years; it had an army and navy that gave
the country some semblance of law and order; and, finally
1t was economically solvent. Although Algiers' budget for
1830 ran a deficit, the Pagalik had a treasury balance of
ten million dollars.3® |

36Playfair, pp. 116, 235,

37Blottiere, p. 25. See also, Jane S. Nickerson,
A Short His of North (New York: Devon-Adair,
1961), p. 98.

38shaler, pp. 32-33.



CHAPTER V
EPILOGUE--THE FRENCH OCCUPATION OF ALGERIA

Unlike the situation in Tunis in 1881 and Egypt in
1882, the French occupied Algeria for reasons unrelated to
conditlions in the country or the position of the foreigners
there. The July monarchy of Charles X was in its last days,
and the French Prime Minister Polignac looked across the
Mediterranean to Ottoman Algeria for a means of bolstering
his unpopular King's throne. Polignac had long aspired to
establish a French Empire for the restored Bourboné. He at
first had wanted to expand France's northern borders to the
Rhine River, but this was blocked by France's European
rivals. As a result, the French miﬁister plotted against
the extremely vulnerable position of the Dey in Algiers.

Nineteenth century Europe viewed Algiers with a dis-
approving eye. The post-Napoleonic era had developed a mor=
alistic brand of diplomacy that would have disavowed the
machinations of a Talleyrand as it disapproved of the slavery
and piracy that sustained Algeria., FEurope's new morality, the
amity that existed among the Concert powers, and his own thirst
for a Bourbon Empire, motivated Polignac to attack Alglers.

When the Dey, insulted by the French Consul, responded
by hitting the French official with a fly swatter, France

demanded an apology, the termination of Algerian piracy, and
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the payment of an indemnity. The Dey believed that Algeria
would be able to ward off this threat as it had those in
the past and refused to concede on any point. This refusal
gave Polignac the opportunity he had been seeking. A French
expedition was sent against the recalcitrant Algerian ruler
and within a year (1830-31), Ottoman Algeria succumbed to

the French.
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