




























































































































to the Dey for the tribes' payment of taxes and its general 

conduct. 25 

55 

In the eighteenth and nineteenth centuries, the nomads 

began to wander out of Algeria. They either went to Tunis 

or further south in the Sahara. Those who went to Tunis 

frequently plotted with the governor (Bey) of that Paialik 

against the Dey in Algiers. This movement was a reaction 

against the harshness and oppression of the tax collectors. 

The government settled those nomads that remained in specific 

districts and allowed them to elect their own Emirs and 

council of elders. 26 

The presence of the Janissaries in the various towns 

in addition to their policy of playing upon tribal differences, 

kept most of the tribes peaceful. Only the Kabyles (a group 

of Berbers in the mountains between Algiers and Oran) were 

never completely subdued. It was widely believed in the 

early nineteenth century that if the Kabyles and semi­

tributary tribes were to unite and simultaneously rebel, the 

Turks could have been easily defeated. But the nomads never 

had the wisdom to unite to free themselves from Ottoman rule. 27 

The Dey in Algiers never bothered the provincial Beys 

so long as the requisite tax was sent to the capital. After 

the Bey performed this task for his master, he was absolute 

in his province. Aside from his Janissary contingent, the 

25shaler, pp. 85-88. 

26Knight, p. 486. 

27shaler. 
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Bey was assisted by a halif (intendant) appointed by the 

Dey, 28 and a courier (wakil-i sipanhiyan [sic)). 29 The Bey 

also chose ka'ids to govern each of the towns in his prov­

ince.JO The main function that these civil officials performed 

was to send Algiers the tax levied annually on each town.31 

The Beys used tyranny and oppression to maintain 

themselves in their jobs, for the Dey would have regarded a 

mild ruler to be an ambitious man who was trying to become 

popular with the subject population and thus harmful to the 

central government. The Dey required each Bey to appear in 

Algiers to give an account of his rule at least once every 

three years when his term ended. At this time the Dey would 

decide on whether the Bey would be reappointed. When they 

made their triennial appearance before the Dey they would 

generally make a ceremonial entrance to his palace and 

lavish great sums of money upon various officials, including 

even the Dey himself and his Council of Ministers. In the 

nineteenth century it is reported that the~ of Oran and 

Constantine paid as much as 300,000 dollars for this 

purpose.32 

The city of Algiers, capital of the Pa~alik, had an 

28Pananti, p. 311. 

29colombe, p. 368. 

30Pananti. 

31Kn1ght, p. 484. Knight gives figures for the taxes 
l evied on the various towns in the 1620s. 

32shaler, pp. 19-20. 
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independent status and was usually regarded as the Dey•s 

personal province. The feyh el-Beled was the civil governor 

of Algiers and a Kigya commanded the city's militia. An Aga 

de Kul was superintendent of police and the Mezouard taxed 

and controlled the houses of prostitution. All of these 

officials were appointed by the Dey.33 

Algiers was divided into quarters in which the 

inhabitants lived according to their occupation. The Ru•asa 

generally resided in large houses along the harbor. Artisans, 

organized in guilds that were led by powerful Emins, (leaders) 

usually lived in the same section of the city as the other 

members of their guild • .34 

The bulk of the city's population was composed of Arab 

and Berber tribes (Bani-Maza•ab was the principal tribe in 

the Paialik) and Jewish artisans and merchants. Each ethnic 

group chose its own Emin who was responsible to the govern­

ment for the group's conduct. The Jews in Algiers were 

severely oppressed. Although they were free to operate as 

businessmen and bankers, they suffered many disadvantages. 

Jews paid an annual poll tax to the Dey and were subject to 

the same customs regulations as foreigners. Jews in Algiers 

also had to wear distinguishing dress, usually a black robe.35 

33shaler, p. 52. Pananti says the Mezouar was Lord 
Mayor. Pananti, p. 303. 

34shaler. 

35Pananti, p. 159. 
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Despite these disadvantages, Jews were frequently 

chosen to serve in the government. They were also allowed 

to buy tax farms, own banks, and assume a leading role in 

Algerian commerce. By 1805, they had such a financial hold 

on the city that they became an important faction in the 

government. This angered the Janissaries who shot the 

Jewish li,asna9i, Busnah, in June, 1805.36 In the late 1820s 

the Jewish banking houses, concerned over the lack of order 

in the interior and their own position in the city, began to 

pressure France to intervene and establish a French colony 

in Algeria. This connection between the Jewish bankers and 

France may have contributed to the French decision to invade 

Algeria in 1830. 

In 1830, the government of Algeria possessed an 

administration system that had functioned adequately for 

over three hundred years; it had an army and navy that gave 

the country some semblance of law and order; and, finally 

it was economically solvent. Although Algiers' budget for 

1830 ran a deficit, the Pa9alik had a treasury balance of 

ten million dollars.38 

36Playfair, pp. 116, 235. 

37Blottiere, p. 25. See also, Jane S. Nickerson, 
A Short Hisgory of North AfriQf (New York: Devon-Adair, 
1961), p. 9. 

38shaler, pp. 32-33. 



CHAPTER V 

EPILOGUE--THE FRENCH OCCUPATION OF ALGERIA 

Unlike the situation in Tunis in 1881 and Egypt in 

1882 , the French occupied Algeria for reasons unrelated to 

conditions in the country or the position of the foreigners 

t here. The July monarchy of Charles X was in its last days, 

and the French Prime Minister Polignac looked across the 

Mediterranean to Ottoman Algeria for a means of bolstering 

h is unpopular King's throne. Polignac had long aspired to 

establish a French Empire for the restored Bourbons. He at 

f irst had wanted to expand France's northern borders to the 

Rhi ne River, but this was blocked by France's European 

rivals. As a result, the French minister plotted against 

t he extremely vulnerable position, of the Dey in Algiers. 

Nineteenth century Europe viewed Algiers with a dis­

approving eye. The post-Napoleonic era had developed a mor­

a l i stic brand of diplomacy that would have disavowed the 

machinations of a Talleyrand as it disapproved of the slavery 

and piracy that sustained Algeria. Europe's new morality, the 

amity that existed among the Concert powers, and his own thirst 

for a Bourbon Empire, motivated Polignac to attack Algiers. 

When the Dey, insulted by the French Consul, responded 

by h itting the French official with a fly swatter, France 

demanded an apology, the termination of Algerian piracy, and 

59 



60 

the payment of an indemnity. The Dey believed that Algeria 

would be able to ward off this threat as it had those in 

the past and refused to concede on any point. This refusal 

gave Polignac the opportunity he had been seeking. A French 

expedition was sent against the recalcitrant Algerian ruler 

and within a year (1830-31), Ottoman Algeria succumbed to 

the French. 



BIBLIOGRAPHY 

Bibliographies 

Fedden, Robin. English Travellers in the Near East. 
London: Longmans, Green & Company, 1958. 

Playfair, Robert L. ~~1~b~l~e:e..~[!=o,t-~~~~e~r~i~a~f~r~om~t~h=e 
~ ~e~d~i~t~i~o~n~o~f,...,...;:C~h=a~r~l~e~s::,__:V:.._.i~-=--ct::.:!:-.!~..:.::~• London: 
J. Murray, 1 89. 

Warner , Oliver. ~nglish Maritime Writing: Hakluyt to Cook. 
London: Longmans, Green & Company, 1958. 

Public Documents 

Great Britain. Public Records Office. Q~lendar of Domestic 
State Papers, 1599-1704 • 

----• Publ ic Records Office. Calendar of Colonial State 
Papers, 1574-1736. 

U. S. Department of State. Consular Reports: Algiers 
1787-1830. 

Books 

Abbott, G. F. Iurkey, Greece, and. the Great Power~. 
London: R. Scott, 1916. 

Deals with the diplomatic negotiations of the Ottoman 
Empire and the major European states on the Levant. 

Addison, Lancelot. An Account of West Barbar~. Vol. XV of 
John Pinkerton's General Collection of Voyages and 
Travel§. London: Longman, Hurst, Reese, Orme, and 
Browne, 1814. 

Seventeenth century traveler to Morocco. 

Alderson, Antbony D. The Structure of the Ottoman DYnast1. 
Oxford: Oxford University Press, 1956. 

Ande rson, Roger C. Naval Wars in the Levant 15,9-18$J. 
Princeton: Princeton University Press, 1952. 

Discusses relative position of Ottoman navy in period 
given in title. Sets a prospective for the relationship 
between Ottoman naval success and events in Algiers. 

61 



62 

Badia y Leblich, Domingo. el Abbassi en Afrique et ~F Asie 
pendant lea annees 1803, 1804, 1805 1 1806, et 1807. 
Paris: P. Didot l'Aine, 1814. 

el Abbassi travelled throughout Muslim Africa, 
excepting Algiers. 

Barbour, Nevill. A,_Survey of N5rth West Africa. 
Oxford University Press, 19 9. 

Deals primarily with the twentieth century, 
excellent bibliography for earlier centuries. 

Oxford: 

but has an 

Beazley, C.R. Voyages and Travels. 2 vols. London: 
[n.p.], 1902. 

Bernard, Augustin. L'Algerie. Paris: Librairie Renouard, 
1931. 

Description of early nineteenth century Algeria with 
a competent historical background. 

Blaquierre, E. Letters rr8m the Mediterranean. 2 vols. 
London: H. Colburn, l 13. 

Early nineteenth century traveller who visited all of 
the Barbary states but Algeria. 

Blofeld, J. H. Al~eria, 
T. C. Newby, 1 44. 

Inaccurate account 
traveller to Algiers 

Past and Present. London: 

of the Ottoman period by an English 
after the French conquest. 

Blottiere, Jean. L'Algerie. Paris: Societe d' Editions 
Geographiques, Maritimes et Coloniales, 1948. 

Bod1chon, Eugene. jtudes sµB L'Algerie et L'Afrigue. 
Alger: Chez L'Auteur, l 47. 

Brandi, Karl. 'Die Emperor Charles v. Translated with an 
introduction by C. V. Wedgwood. London: J. Cape, 1939. 

The best account of Spain in the sixteenth century. 

Braudel, Fernand. La Med1terranee et la monde Mediterraneen 
a l'epogue de Philippe II. Paris: Colin, 1949. 

Broadley, Alexander M. 
P~Ssent. 2 vols. 
l 2. 

The Last Punic War: Tunis Past and 
Edinburgh: W. Blackwood and Sons, 

Useful for comparing 
and Tunis. 

ruling institutions of Algiers 

Broughton, Elizabeth. Six Years in Algiers. London: 
Saunders and Otley, 1839. 

Useful account of British Consul's daughter who lived 
in Algiers from 1806 to 1812. 



63 

Campbell, Thomas. Letters from the South. 2 vols. London: 
Henry Colburn, 1837. 

Visited Algiers right after the 1830 conquest. 

Charles-Roux, F. France et Af'rique du Nord avant 1830. 
Paris: Felix Alcan, 1932. 

Comprehensive account of French-Algerian relations. 

Churchill, John A. A Collection of Vo~~ges and Travel§. 
6 vols. London: H. Lintot, 1744- • 

Clavier, Henri. 
Strasbourg: 

Algerie D'H1er et D'Aujourd'hui. 
N. Given, 19.55. 

Corbett, Julian S. 160 -11. 
2 vols. London: Longmans, Green & Company, 190. 

Sections dealing with Algiers are too general and 
lack sufficient documentation. 

Creasy, E. s. History of the Ottoman Turks. London: 
Richard Bentley and Son, 1878. 

Paraphrases von Hammer, but adequate history of the 
Ottoman Empire. Does not deal with North Africa. 

Dan, Pierre. Histoire de Barbaria et de ses Corsaires. 
Paris: Chez P. Rocolet, 1649. 

Account of Algiers by a priest who lived there in 
the middle of the seventeenth century. 

Digby, Kenelm. ou a of a V a 
1628. London: Camden Society, 1 

Digby was a renegade pirate who. 
Does not deal with administrative 

ean, 

Dodwell, Henry. The Founder of Modern Egypt, a Study of 
Muhammad Ali. Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, 
1931. 

Competent account of relations between Mul;i.ammad Ali 
and Algiers. 

Douin, Georges. Mohamed Aly et L1Expedition D1Alger (1829-
JQJ.. Cairo: Societe Royale de Geographie d'Egypt, 1930. 

French diplomatic documents related to M~ammad Ali's 
proposed expedition to Algeria. 

Dureau de la Malle, M. feysonnel et Desfontaines Voyages 
dans les regences de Tunis et d'Alger. 2 vols. Paris: 
L1bra1r1e de Gide, 1838. 

Peysonnel's experiences in Algiers during 1724-25 
are very interesting. 

Epstein, M. E~rly History of the Levant Compan1. London: 
George Routledge and Sons, 1908. 

Superseded by Wood's book. 



64 

Eversley, George J. The Turkish Empire 1288-1914. London: 
T. Fisher Unwin, 1923. 

Fisher, Godfrey. Barbary Legend. Oxford: Oxford University 
Press, 1957. 

Excellent account of commercial relations between 
England and the Barbary states. 

Forster, Edward S. Life and Letters of Ogier de Busbecg, 
1554-62. 2 vols. Oxford: At the Clarendon Press, 1927. 

Foss, John. A Journal of the Captivity and Sufferings of 
J. Foss· Several Years a r so er at Al iers. 
Newburyport: Angier March, 179. 

Valuable information provided by an American who was 
a slave in Algiers during the 1790s. 

Freeman, Edward A. The History and Conquests of the 
Saracens. London: MacMillan, 1876. 

1877. 
The Ottoman Power in Europe. London: MacMillan, 

Freeman's two books provide vague information about 
Algier•s position in Ottoman diplomacy. 

Gaffarel, Paul. L'Algerie. Paris: Librairie de Firmin­
Didot Etc., 1883. 

Deals almost entirely with Algeria after 1830. 
Considerable introductory information on the various 
European expeditions sent against Algiers. 

Garrot, Henri. H1sto1re Generale d'Algerie. Algiers: 
P. Crescenzo, 1910. 

Gautier, E. F. L'Algerie et la Metropole. Paris: Payot, 
1920. 

Gibb, Hamilton A. R. (ed.). The Encyclopaedia of Islam. 
London: Luzac and Company, 1960. 

This is the new edition of which only one volume has 
been printed. 

and Bowen, Harold. s amic Societ ad 
2 parts. Oxford: Oxford University Press, 

Hacci HalTfa. The His~ory of the Maritime Wars of the Turks. 
Translated by James Mitchell. London: Printed for the 
Oriental Translation Fund, 1831. 

Detailed history of Barbarossas and their role in 
Algerian and Ottoman history. Based on Ottoman archives. 

• 



Hadji Ebn-ed-din El-Eghwaati. Notes of a Journey into the 
Interior of Northern Africa. Vol. I of Miscellaneous 
Translations from Oriental Languages. Translated by 
w. B. Hodgson. London: Printed for the Oriental 
Translation Fund, 1831. 

65 

Arab traveller who visited many towns in the interior 
of North Africa. He discusses their politics, geography 
and economy, but neglects their relations to Ottoman 
government. 

Hakluyt, Richard. The Principal Navigations, Voyages, 
Traffiques and Discoveries of the English Nation. 
8 vols. London: J.M. Dent, 1927. 

____ • The Vo a es 
Voyager§. 2 vols. 

Traff1 ues and Discoveries of Forei n 
London: J.M. Dent, 192. 

Hatin, Eugene. 1 toire Pittores ue de L'Al erie. Paris: 
Au Bureau Central de la Publication, 1 o. 

Contains an excellent chapter on the army and 
government in Algiers. 

Houtsma, M. Th. (ed.). The Encyclopaedia of Islam. 4 vols. 
Leiden: E. J. Brill, 1913-1936. 

Several articles related to Algeria and the Ottoman 
Empire are useful. 

Hubac, Pierre. Les Barbaresgues. Paris: Editions Berger­
Levrault, 1949. 

A study of the North African corsairs related to 
general Mediterranean naval history. 

Hubbard, G. E. Day of the Crescent. Cambridge: Cambridge 
University Press, 1920. 

Chapter on the Ottoman navy contains some distortions. 

Julien, Charles-Andre. Historie de l'Afrique du Nord, 
Tunisia, Algeria, Maroc. Paris: Payot, 1931. 

Knight, Francis. Relation of Seven Years Slavery under the 
Turks of Algiers. Vol. I of Osborne's Collection of 
Voyages and Travels. London: Thomas Osborne, 1745. 

An excellent account of the city and its government 
by an enslaved Englishman. 

Knolles, Richard. generall Historie of the Turks. London: 
Adam Islip, 163. 

Useful history of the early seventeenth century. 

Lane-Poole, Stanley. The Barbary Corsairs. London: 
T. Fisher Unwin, 1890. 

Good survey of the Barbary states. 



----· Sons, 
The Story of Turkey. 
1888. 

66 

New York: G. P. Putnam's 

Lengyel, Emil. Turkey. New York: Random House, 1941. 

Leo Africanus, J. Ihe History and Description of Africa. 
3 vols. London: Printed for the Hakluyt Society, 1896. 

Contains useful information about sixteenth century 
Algeria. 

Leroy-Beaulieu, Paul. ~•Algeria et La Tun1sie. Paris: 
Guillaumin et Co., 1897. 

A discussion of the administrative transition that 
accompanied the French conquest. 

Lord, Percival B. Algiers with Notices of the Neighbouring 
States of Barbary. 2 vols. London: Printed for 
Whitaker & Company, 1835. 

Although Lord visited Algiers after the French 
conquest he makes some astute observations of the 
Ottoman period. 

Luke, Harry C. J. Cyprus under the Turks. Oxford: Oxford 
University Press, 1921. 

Lybyer, Alfred H. The Government of the Ottoman Empire in 
t~e . Time of Suleiman the Magnificent. Cambridge: 
Harvard University Press, 1913. 

Excellent study of Ottoman administrative organization. 

MacGill, Thomas. An Account of Tunis, Its Government Etc. 
Glasgow: J. Hedderwick, 1811. 

MacGill travelled in Tunis in the early nineteenth 
century and makes useful comments on that city's 
government. Valuable to compare with Algiers. 

Merriman, Roger B. The Rise of the Spanish Empire; 1n the 
Old World and the New. 4 vols. New York: MacMillan, 
1936. 

Taken from Spanish archives, this account is valuable 
for information on Spain's position throughout the 
Ottoman period in Algerian history. 

---~• Suleiman the M$1ftnificent. 
University Press, 1944. 

Cambridge: Harvard 

Competent biography. 

Mustafa Nacim. Annals of the Turkish Empire from 1591- 1659. 
Translated by Charles Fraser. London: Printed for the 
Oriental Translation Fund, 1832. 

Nickerson, Jane S. A Short History of Nor~h Africa. 
New York: Devin-Adair, 1961. 

Historically inaccurate. 



Pananti, Filippo. Narrative of a Residence in Algie~. 
Translated and adapted by E. Blanquiere. London: 
Printed for Henry Colburn, 1818. 

Early nineteenth century traveller who comments 
extensively on Algerian government. 

Pellissier de Reynaud, E. Annales algeriennes. 3 vols. 
Paris: Anselin et Gaultier-Laguionie, 1836-39. 

History of the Ottoman period is poor. 

67 

Plantet, Eugene. Les Correspondance des Deys D'Alger avec 
la cour de France. 2 vols. Paris: Felix Alcan, 1889. 

Documents deal almost exclusively with Franco-Algerian 
commercial relations. Introduction gives accurate 
information about government. 

Playfair, Robert L. The Scourge of Christendom. London: 
Smith, Elder, 1884. 

Account of Anglo-Algerian relations until 1830. 

____ • Travels in the Footsteps of Bruce in Algeria and 
Tunis. London: c. Kegan Paul & Company, 1877. 

Poiret, Jean L. M. Voyage en Barbaria. 2 vols. Paris: 
Chez J.B. F. Nee de la Rochelle, 1789. 

Deals primarily with Tunis. 

Prescott, W. H. History of Philip II, King of Spain. 
3 vols. Boston: Philips, Sampson & Company, 1855-58. 

Purchas, Samuel. Purchas His Pilgrimes or Hakluytus 
Posthumus. 20 vols. Glasgow: James Mactehose and 
Sons, 1905. 

Roberts, A. The Travels of Mr, T-- s--, an English Merchant 
Taken Prisoner by the Turks of Algiers. London: [n.p . J, 
1699. 

A rehash of Thomas Shaw's own account. 

Roe, Thomas. The Negotiations of Sir Thomas Roe. Vol. I of 
Churchill's Voyages and Travels. London: H. Lintot, 
1734. 

Rothenburg, Gunther E. The Austrian Military Border in • 
Croatia. Urbana: University of Illinois Press, 1960. 

Rothenburg presents a good account of the problems of 
Ottoman administration in another area. 

Shaler, William. Sketches of Algiers. Boston: Cummings, 
Hilliard and Company, 1826. 

Accurate collection of observations by American Consul 
at Algiers, 1806-16. 

....JI 



68 

Shaw, Stanford J. !he Financial and Administrative Organiza­
tion and Develo ment of Ottoman E t 1 1 -1 98". 
Princeton: Princeton University Press, 19 2. 

Valuable to compare events in Algiers with those in 
Egypt during Ottoman period. 

Shaw, Thomas. !~avels or Observations Relating to Barbary. 
Vol. XV of Pinkerton's General Collection of_ VoyagfilL_~nd 
Tgavels. London: Longman, Hurst, Reese, Orme, Browne, 
1 14. 

Somewhat inaccurate. 

Soames, Jane. The Coast of Barbary. London: Jonathan Cape, 
1938. 

So prejudiced against Ottoman Algeria that the history 
is distorted. 

Stone, Elizabeth [Sutherland Menzies]. 1J!rkey, Old and New. 
2 vols. London: W. H. Allen, 1880. 

Tully, R. Narrative of Tep Years Residence at Tripoli in 
Africa 1783-1793. London: Henry Colburn, 1819. 

Deals entirely with Tripoli. 

Wood, Alfred c. The History of the Levant Company. Oxford: 
Oxford University Press, 1935. 

Excellent account of Company. Deals with Algiers as 
a commercial city. 




