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possibility of say ing the ne cessary conditions for under­

standing sensible l ang uage. 

What can b e s a id can only b e said by means of a 
propos ition, and so nothing that is necessary for 
the unders t a nding of all propositions can be said 
( 25 e ) , 

Hi s othe r argume nts h ad adop ted the view that without a 

me t a -language (which he thought ''illogica l," since it 

would b e a l anguage beyond all language) there could be no 

l angu age in which we could say the necessary conditions 

for all langua g e . The argument above appears to stress a 

differe nt line , viz ., on the l evel of sensibly communicat­

ing any information about the whole of language I need to 

say i t (sensibly) in a proposition . But the proposition I 

n eed to say is one no one can be in a position of sensibly 

unde rstanding. 

It is mor e than like ly that neither this argument 

( s ince one may not be convinced that it is impossible to 

b e in a position to understand a sensible proposition 

about the whole of language) nor the others Wittgenstein 

presents in the Tractatus firmly support the conclusion 

that nothing can (s ignificant ly) be said about all prop-

o s itions . But it does not seem that the lack of such a 

cogent argument is good reason to doubt the plausibility 

of Wittge .1ste in's effort to maintain a clear set of dis­

tinctions between saying and showing . 
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In ant· · tion icipa tion of the strictness of the distinc-

made b Witt etween tautologies and ~ in the Tract~· 

genste · ~ , a·es the following remarks in the Notebooks: 
in m k 

rhe _ ~ 
tauto l contradi _ ";gY shews what it appears to say, the 

appea c t1.0n shews the oppos ite of what it 
- rs to say (12 e ). 

The · propos · t · · · 1· t is a p . • ' · ion only says something 1n so far as 
lctures _" ·: ,tautologies say nothing, they are not 

p · ictur 
of situat1ons (Se). 

There (2le ) . are no such things as analytic~· 

(58e ) . utologies say the same thing. NamelY nothing All ta 

i

. t propoc· . t. . . . t s y s rela -~
1 

ion must show what it 1s trJ1ng o a --The 
descri b

0
n to.its reference must b~ like that of a 

situatption to 
1
ts subject, The logical form of the 

ion , however cannot be described (2De ) , 

lt m 
S 

ust sho · . · · t lf that 1· t says 
ometh . · w 1n the proposition~ ~ • ing and in theta~tha t it says nothing 

'l'he . interes t. k . to ing suggestion of these and similar remar 

5 15 

:te· 
lterat . , 1 · th• ?r e a thesis we have found consistent Y in 

act atean 1· s~t iterature· 
~2. , 

. --: its e lf l..ts says, but, 

sense 

h 
ws and the 

the sense of a~ s 
O 

' 

as we have argued, it do•• not say 

The · 1 pro · the 1091ca 

stru position must enable us to se• 

f 

ctu k 5 it true or 

Bl s re of the situation that ma·e 

e (15 e ) . Th ·t e pro .· . b mean• of i s 
logi· po s 1 ti.on constructs a world Y actuallY cal . h' we can 
see i scaffolding and that is w ) 1 gical could 

stand n i the proposition hOW everyt111n9 o 
f l t were true ... (16e) ' 

'l'he (1 sense 
9e ) 
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Th e proposition must shew what it i s trying to say . 
Its relation to its reference must b e l ike that of 
a de scr iption to it s subject ( 2 Oe ) , 

Th e proposition says : thi s i s how it i s and not: 
that. It presents a pos s il:i"ili ty and itse lf con­
spiciously forms one pa rt of a whole - - whose 
features it bears -- and from which it stands out . 
(56e ) . 

Because we are dealing with a series of notes and 

n o t an essay developed fo r publication , there are some 

difficulties in appreciating any one Wittgensteinian 

remark. I think this is exemplified in the di scuss ion of 

whethe r or not a Satz shows its truth value . 

a ) Whether a proposition is true or fal se is some­
thing tha t has to sich zeigen. We must know in 
advance how it will sich Zelgen (2 3e ) . 

b) The proposition must conta in (and in this way 
shew ) the possibility of its truth. But not 
more than the possibility ·(1 6e ) . 

The comment we have labe l ed (a ) could be inte r­

preted to mean that the Satz shows itse lf as true of the 

way things are , viz., that it bears some mark of being 

true or being false . Such a r e ading , however , is alto­

gethe r too bizarre. What Wittge nstein must mean by sich 

zeigen is "make itself known " or " show up" in exper i ence . 

Thi s I think i s supported by the nex t part o f the quoted 

rema rk, "we know in advance .... " What Wittgen s tein think s 

i s apparent is "how to v erify it!" 

The quotation , then , at (b ) seems to give u s thG 
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proper key to interpretating Wittgenstein h ere . A Satz 

must be contingent. It h as a truth value, so it can be 

said t o be possibly true (or possibly false), depending 

on how we find things in the world. It is this view which 

we h ave found in the Tractatus . That a Satz shows its 

sense is to be understood as a Satz shows a possible state 

of affairs. That what the Satz shows is true of the way 

things are is determined by us, after experience~ The 

Satz does show a state of affairs, and it does say that 

the state of affairs it shows is the case. It is in this 

way we can understand the meaning of: 

tions say something about the world." 

"se nsible proposi--



June 12, 1912: 

September 1913: 

October 1913: 

November 1913: 

April 1914: 

APPENDIX I 

Correspondence with Russell began 

regarding the character of logical 

constants. 

The Notes on L?gic were written. 

Wittgenstein wrote a reaction to 

Russell's reading of the Notes on Logic; 

the emphasis of the reaction has to do 

with the analysis of a proposition in 

terms of "a/b" functions. 

Correspondence with Russell occurred 

with the visual form of analysis of a 

proposition being emphasized. A prop­

osition shows its truth ("ab") condi­

tions. 

Notes Dictated to G. E. Moor e were 

written. 

August 22, 1914: The first entry in Notebooks 1914-1916 

listed by the editors. 

January 10, 1917: The date of the last entry in Notebooks 

given by the editors. 
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1 9 1 8 : 

Augu s t 19 , 1 9 1 9 : 

1 92 1: 

May 1 922 : 

19 61: 
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Wi ttgen s t e in wro t e pr e fac e to the com­

ple t ed Trac t a t us . 

Wittge nstein cor responde d again with 

Ru ssell. Russell had s een Tractatus 

ma nus cript, a nd a discu s sion of the 

cha r ac t e r of thought wa s the center 

of the corresponde nce . 

The fir s t Germ a n edition of Tractatus 

without Russ e ll's "Introduction" 

appeared in Oswa ld's Annale n der 

Na turphilo s ophi e , Le ipzig. 

The first Ge rman and English edition of 

Tra cta tus , with Ru s sell's "Introduction" 

(Ogde n and Richards translation), 

a p peared. 

The s econd Ge rman and English edition 

(P e ar s and McGuiness translation) 

appeared. 
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