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Instead of making the leap from

from her foremothers.
Frances E. W. Harper, whom I credit with a seminal treatment

of feminist issues in the African-American novel, and Fauset

and Larsen to Petry, I have shown that greater constancy
exists in the canon of women's literature. Hurston

dovetails on Fauset's and Larsen's treatment of the African-

American female's expression of her sexuality beyond the
confines of a tradition. And West expands Fauset's
assertion of the woman novelist's right to express

individuality, as both do through the recourse to material

consumption.
Jessie Fauset and Nella Larsen had

As novelists,
marginal positions among the coterie of writers of the
As African-American writers and as

Harlem Renaissance.
women writers, they have remained outside the canon of
A re-defining of modernism to include

modernist literature.

empowerment of race and gender insures both women a more
Already their

centralized position in the literary world.

voices echo in the writings of contemporary authors who

openly advocate a greater awareness of the female's presence

in both the fictional and the real world.
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