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available in New York and Liverpool. Reporters in Queenstown 

all had the same access to survivors - passengers and crew­

and wired their stories to America in the same way. Germany 

did not deny the sinking, and both Berlin and London 

released official statements to the press. Aside from 

classified information 

British censors anyway 

which would not be cleared by 

essentially the same facts were 

available to all seven newspapers. The only difference came 

in the selection of "experts" for analysis, or reports of 

the reaction of officials in London, Berlin, and Washington. 

With all these facts largely the same, it is amazing 

to see the wide differences in news coverage. The Times _;_;::=~' 

Constitution, and Star, all emphasized the brutality of 

Germany in the sinking of the Lusitania. The stories of 

death at sea were told more vividly in these newspapers. 

Readers learned that the German U-boat (or U-boats) had 

surfaced to allow its crew to laugh at the survivors 

struggling for their lives. The fact that the ship carried 

munitions, was possibly armed, or moving too slowly for 

evasive action, was downplayed. 

The coverage was reversed in the Tribune, Pos t , and 

Examiner. The failures of the British Admiralty and Cunard, 

and the accusations that the ship was a r med and loaded wi th 

munitions were all highlighted, while the horrific stories 

of death at sea, heroic crew members, or laughing U-boat 

crews were downplayed. Only the Journal seemed t o cull the 
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facts to achieve a balanced news product. Anyone perceiving 

the American press in monolithic terms would be surprised by 

this study. 

Another interesting observation involves those papers 

that published letters to the editor. Rather than providing 

a lively dialogue or spirited debate between the paper and 

its readers, the letters column was used as an extension of 

the views of the editorial staff. The majority of letters 

published usually agreed with the editorial opinion of the 

paper. The Times's letters registered the most rebuke 

against Germany. Most of the Tribune's questioned the wisdom 

of U.S. policies regarding travel on belligerent ships. 

Letters from the Constitution and Star displayed 

isolationism and support of the president. Only the 

Journal's letters appeared balanced. Like the paper's news 

coverage, its letters reflected both sides of opinion. After 

study of the letters in these newspapers, it appears their 

selection had more to do with editorial bias, than with the 

true sentiments of their cities' population. 

In sum, the reaction of these seven newspapers to the 

sinking of the Lusitania was far from black and white. The 

opinions contained shades of gray, and were marked by a 

distinct isolationist hue. 

The sinking of the Lusitania did not bring calls for 

military retaliation from the newspapers studied. Each paper 

was angered by the loss of life, but reacted in a way 
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consistent with its political beliefs before the crisis. The 

sinking did not change the editorial views toward Germany in 

any of the papers studied. These editorial viewpoints guided 

the papers in their story selection and news coverage of the 

crisis, even in the selection of letters to the editor. 

Though the papers held differing views over the sinking 

itself, one thing was clear: a declaration of war was not 

the answer. 
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