






























































































































































WORKS CONSULTED 

Boisseva · J 
m, eremy, ed. Revitalizing European Rituals. London: Routledge 

1992, I 

Chambers, Grace. Personal interview. October 8, 1996. 

Chown · L mg, any S. Barcat Skipper: Tales of a Tangier Island Waterman. 
Centreville, Md.: Tidewater Publishers, 1983. 

Clarke, Ruth. Personal interview. August 18, 1996. 

Crockett, Dewey. Personal interview. October 8, 1996. 

Crockett, Thomas. Facts and Fun: The Historical Outlines of Tangier Island 
from 1666 to 1890, c. 1891. 

Cross, Tom Peete, and Slover, Clark Harris. Ancient Irish Tales . New York: 
Henry Holt, 1936. 

Dize, Frank E. Something Fishy from Tangier: An Island History and 

Recipes . 

Dise, Vanessa. Personal interviews. May 25, 1996, and June 26, 1996. 

Douglas, George William. The American Book of Days. New York: H. W. 

Wilson Co., 1938. 

Evans, Dottie. Personal interview. October 9, 1996· 

Evans, Roger. Personal interview. October 9, 1996· 

Frye, Harriet. Look, An Island: Virginia's Tangier: A Chesapeake Bay Picture 

Iiook. Kilmarnock, Va.: Little Peeble Press, 1972· 

Classie H . d N Brass· An Irish Christmas Mumming. 
, enry. All Silver an o . · 

75 Bloomington: Indiana University Press, 19 · 

73 



---

Hall, Samuel Warren III. Tangier Island: A Study of an Isolated Group. 
Philadelphia: University of Pennsylvania Press; London: Oxford 

University Press, 1939. 

Halpert, Herbert and Story, G.M., ed. Christmas Mumming in Newfoundland. 
Toronto: University of Toronto Press, 1969. 

Holden, Peter. "Smith Island is Sinking." World & I 10 (1995): 242. 

---, "I Heard Tell." World & I 10 (1995): 216. 

Hyman, Rudoff. "The Christmas Holly Flight." Chesapeake Bay Magazine 1988. 

Jander, Anne Hughes. Crab's Hole: A Family Story of Tangier Island. 
Chestertown, Md.: The Literary House Press, 1994. 

Lipske, Michael. "Getting to Know You." National Wildlife 33 (1995): 24. 

Marcus, Leah S. The Politics of Mirth. Chicago: The University of Chicago 

Press, 1986. 

McMann, Betty. Personal interview, June 26, 1996. 

McSpadden, J. Walker. The Book of Holidays. New York: Thomas Y. 
Crowell Co., 1948. 

Mears, John Neely. "Tangier Island: Eastern Shore of Virginia's Unique 
Chesapeake Bay Community." Eastern Shore News, c. 1937. 

Merson, Jean. "Miss Ruth: Teacher of Tangier." Shades of Somerset. Crisfield, 
Md., 1994, n. p. 

Nordstrom, Karl. "The Concept of Intrinsic Value and Depositional Coastal 
Landforms." Geographical Review 80 (1990): 68. 

Norwood, Robyn. "Chesapeake Blue Crab Population Rebounds After Five­
Year Decline." Los Angeles Times Feb. 18, 1996, bulldog edition: A23. 

Parks, Barbara. Personal interview, June 25, 1996. 

74 



Potter, H. Phelps Jr. "Early Prepaid Health Care on Tangier Island." 
Virginia Medical Quarterly 123 (1996): 52. 

Pruitt, Wallace. Personal interview, August 17, 1996. 

Parks, Rick. Tangier Island. Newport News, Va.: Bay Books, 1993. 

Santino, Jack. All Around the Year: Holidays and Celebrations in American 
Life. Chicago: University of Illinois Press, 1994. 

Shores, David. ''The Stressed Vowels of the Speech of Tangier Island, Virginia." 
Journal of English Linguistics 17 (1984): 37-56. 

Thorne, Hattie. Personal interview, October 8, 1996. 

Wallace, Adam. The Parson of the Island: The Life and Times of the Rev, Toshua 
Thomas. Reprint. Cambridge, Md.: Tidewater Publishers, 1978. 

Waugh, Jack. "Timeless Tangier." Country August 1983: 34-35. 

Wheatley, Harold Gordon. "This Is My Island: Tangier." National Geographic 
November 1973: 700-725. 

---, Personal interview, June 25, 1996. 

Wheatley, Gerald G. A Brief History of Tangier and Four Short Stories. 

---, Tangier, Virginia: History, Present and Past. (self-published). 

---, Personal interviews. June 26, 1996 and October 7, 1996. 

Wilson, Woodrow T. History of Tangier Island, Virginia. n.p., n.d. 

"Who Named Tangier Island: Smith or Spotswood?" Virginia April 1994: 10. 

75 



APPENDIX A - PHOTOGRAPHS 

The steeple of Swain Memorial Methodist Episcopal Church and the 
Island's water tower are visible from Tangier's main dock. 

'if" 
····'l'.. 

-~ \-

The most popular form of transportation on Tangier is walking or riding a 

golf cart or all-terrain vehicle. 
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After a long day out 
on the Bay, Tangier 
watermen like to 
gather near the dock 
for some relaxation 
and good old story 
swapping. 

A Tangier waterman's life is dependent on the Chesapeake Bay, his boat 
and his crab pots. 
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Full Circle: When young, Tangier residents attend the Island's only school, 
above. Those who have died are buried in cramped plots, often located in 
the front yard of a descendant. 
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Built in the late 1800s, Wallace Pruitt's family home - located on the West 

Ridge - has been converted into a bed and breakfast. 

. . this old house, a constant reminder of 

Not far from the Bay View Inn 
15 

days gone by. 
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Grace Chambers 
left Tangier as a girl 
to go to school in 
Pittsburgh. She's 
back home now, 
living her with her 
older sister, Hattie 
(shown below). 

Hattie Thorne, at 
90 one of 

Tangier's oldest 
residents, still 

lives in the house 
she was born in. 
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Ruth Wallace Clarke, 

who grew up on 
Tangier and later 
moved to the main­

land, now spends 

spring and summer 
on Tangier with her 
cat, Pitty-Pat. 



HJSTORY 

Tangier's self­
appointed historian, 
Gerald Wheatley 
publishes the Island 
newspaper and is 
happy to share a bit 
of Tangier's history 
with outsiders. 

Dottie Evans, President of the 

women's social group at 
Swain Memorial Church, is 
active in church functions and 

revivals. 
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One of the few Tangier men 
who isn't a crabber, Wallace 
Pruitt works for Sonoco Oil in 
two-week shifts. His wife, 
Shirley, runs Shirley's Bay View 

Inn, one of three places to stay 

on Tangier. 



Vanessa Dise, left, and 
her sister, Michelle, right, 
shown here at a potluck 
held by the United 
Methodist Women, are 
active members of the 
Swain Memorial 
Methodist Episcopal 
Church fellowship. 
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The narrow streets of 
Tangier leave little 
room for two-way 
traffic. When two golf 
carts arrive at the 
same spot, one must 
pull over to let the 
other one pass. 



Tangier Island's "airport" consists of a 3,600-foot landing strip, originally 
built as an emergency runway for military planes. 

Most Tangier watermen have their own "crab shanty," where they moni­
tor "peelers," crabs about to shed their hard outer shells. The soft-shell 
crabs are then packed in seaweed and delivered to the Mainland. 
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