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The Turbulent Climate
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Charles Apple, “In Control”, The Spokesman Review, accessed October 6, 2024 from 

https://www.spokesman.com/stories/2020/jun/25/control-house-and-senate-1900/

Democrats controlled Congress



Watergate Break-In
➢ 1972 Presidential Campaign

○ Committee to Re-elect the President (CRP), 

derisively known as CREEP

➢ On June 17, 1972, break-in at the Democratic 

National Committee headquarters at the 

Watergate Office Building in Washington, D.C. 

○ Team leaders: G. Gordon Liddy and E. Howard 

Hunt 

➢ Investigation 

○ Items found during arrest: housebreaking and 

wiretapping devices, rolls of cash and an 

address book

➢ Question: Who ordered the break-in and did 

President Nixon know about the plan?

Watergate Burglars - from left to right: James W. McCord, Virgilio R. Gonzales, Frank 

Sturgis, Eugenio R. Martinez,  and Bernard L. Barker, image from the Richard Nixon 

Presidential Library and Museum website

Address Book of Watergate Burglar Bernard Barker, Discovered in a Room at the 

Watergate Hotel, June 18, 1972, National Archives and Record Administration, 

NAID: 304966

https://catalog.archives.gov/id/304966


➢ March 23, 1973 James McCord’s Letter to U. S. District Court 
Judge John Sirica

○ Perjury and political pressure

➢ January 8, 1973 Watergate Trials begin 
○ The Watergate scandal resulted in 69 individuals being 

charged and 48 being found guilty

➢ Many Nixon Administration officials involved: 
○ John Mitchell, Attorney General, later Chairman of CRP
○ H. R. Haldeman, Chief of Staff
○ John Ehrlichman, Chief Domestic Advisor
○ John Dean, White House Counsel
○ Alexander Butterfield, Deputy Chief of Staff

White House Involvement
Political cartoon by Herbert 

Block, “Herblock,” 

Washington Post, “Nixon 

Years,” August 9, 1974



Senate Watergate Committee

➢ Senate Resolution 60 established the Watergate 

Committee on February 7, 1973

○ Senator Sam J. Ervin, Jr (D-NC), Chairman

➢ April 30, 1973 - Nixon’s 1st primetime address stating his 

innocence

➢ July 13, 1973 - Alexander Butterfield reveals the 

existence of a recording system in the White House

➢ Archibald Cox, Jr., Justice Department Special Prosecutor

○ Subpoenas for the tapes

■ October 29, 1973 - “Saturday Night Massacre”

○ Replaced by Leon Jaworski

➢ President Nixon and “Executive Privilege”

Official name: Select Committee on Presidential Campaign Activities

John Dean’s third day of testimony at the Watergate hearings in 1973 

taken  by George Tames, The New York Times, accessed September 26, 

2024 from https://www.nytimes.com/2022/06/17/us/watergate-jan-

6.html



Impeachment and 
Representative Lawrence 

Joseph Hogan, Sr.



House Judiciary Committee

➢ House Resolution No. 803 (February 4, 1974)
○ Authorized the Judiciary Committee to fully investigate 

President Richard Nixon on whether there were 

sufficient grounds for impeachment

➢ 21 Democrats and 17 Republicans
○ Peter W. Rodino (D-NJ) - Chairman

○ Edward Hutchinson - minority ranking member (R-MI)

○ Lawrence Joseph Hogan, Sr. (R-MD)

➢ Independent lead Special Counsel - John Doar



Judiciary Committee’s Responsibilities
➢ Determine whether grounds exist for impeachment of 

President Nixon

○ U.S. Constitution: Article II, Section 4

■ “The President, Vice President and all civil Officers of the 

United States, shall be removed from Office on 

Impeachment for, and Conviction of, Treason, Bribery, 

or other high Crimes and Misdemeanors.”

○ “Historical Precedent”

○ Define impeachable offense

➢ Investigate allegations (over 15)

➢ Recommend or reject impeachment to the House

○ Need majority vote of the House 

➢ Does not assign guilt - only the Senate determines guilty 

sentence

○ Needs two-thirds majority of the Senate

➢ Impeachment hearings began on May 9, 1974

➢ United States v. Nixon, July 24, 1974



Articles of Impeachment
➢ House Judiciary Committee adopted  three articles of 

impeachment against President Nixon:

○ Article I - Obstruction of Justice

■ Impeding the investigation into the 

Watergate break-in

○ Article II - Abuse of Power

■ Obtaining confidential information from 

the IRS and misuse of Federal Agencies

○ Article III - Contempt of Congress

■ Failure to obey subpoenas to hand over 

the original tapes

➢ Judiciary Committee’s work finished July 30, 1974



Lawrence J. Hogan, Sr.’s Vote
● July 23, 1974 “Why I Will Vote for Impeachment”

○ “I have come to the conclusion that Richard M. Nixon has, beyond a 

reasonable doubt, committed impeachable offenses which, in my 

judgment, are of sufficient magnitude that he should be removed from 

office.”

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=DZBbvnpMmio&authuser=1

Congressman Lawrence Hogan, Sr.

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=DZBbvnpMmio&authuser=1
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=DZBbvnpMmio


Polarizing Responses to Impeachment

➢ Between 1969-1973 Nixon’s approval was over 50%
○ American withdrawal from Vietnam and the Vietnam Peace 

Accord

○ Improved foreign relations with China and Russia
○ Title IX of the Education Amendments

○ 26th Amendment lowering voting age to 18

○ Creation of the Environmental Protection Agency (EPA)

➢ Nixon won his 1972 re-election with a 68% approval rating

➢ Nixon's approval ratings declined as the investigations and trials 

continued:
○ May 1973 Televised Watergate hearings begins

■ 71% people watched the hearings

○ October 1973 “Saturday Night Massacre”

○ November 1973 “I’m not a crook” speech
○ May 1974 Judiciary Committee evidentiary hearings

○ August 1974 “Smoking Gun” tape

Time Magazine, May 13, 1974



Polarizing Responses to Impeachment



Pro-Nixon and Anti-Impeachment
➢ People still believing in Nixon and against Hogan’s decision to vote for impeachment

○ Letters expressed: anger, confusion, disappointment, frustration, etc.

Letter written on a napkin Many letters with political cartoons Letters stating the lack of 

evidence



Pro-Nixon and Anti-Hogan

Names of Judiciary Members on hatchets: “To help you hack 

through the circumstantial evidence. “



Anti-Hogan and Anti-Impeachment
➢ “He that is without sin among you, let him first cast a stone…” - John 8:7, New Testament

Letter with penny: Hogan worth “one piece”

Letter with nails: Hogan = Pontius Pilate



Pro-Impeachment
➢ More people began to agree with Hogan that President Nixon needed to be impeached as the 

hearings continued to reveal more evidence.



Resignation, Pardon, and Responses
➢ President Richard M. Nixon resigns August 8, 1974

○ “Smoking Gun” tape released August 5, 1974 

■ Revealed Nixon’s involvement in the 

scandal

➢ Congress dropped the impeachment proceedings

➢ Vice President Gerald R. Ford becomes President

➢ September 8, 1974 President Ford pardons Richard 

Nixon

○ Reasoning: to not prolong the scandal and all the 

negative feelings, that the country need to turn their 

attention to other concerns, compassion for Nixon 

and his family

○ Pardon = admission of guilt

➢ Negative responses from officials and the public

○ Accusations a “secret deal” between Nixon and Ford

○ Questions of President's pardoning power

○ Subverting justice, setting a precedent for future 

crimes

○ Approval rating dropped from 71 percent to 50

Document from the Gerald R. Ford Presidential Library 

and Museum 



The Legacy: Political and Cultural Inheritances

➢ Attempts at Reforms

○ Amendment to the Federal Election Campaign Act

○ Revised Freedom of Information Act

○ 1976 Government Sunshine Act 

○ Con: Slower government, legislations didn’t last

■ Questions about oversight and unbridled power 

of executive agencies (e.g. FBI, CIA)

➢ Creation of Office of Government Ethics

➢ Comparisons with subsequent impeachment cases

○ Bill Clinton (1998)- Clinton-Lewinsky scandal

○ Donald Trump (2019 and 2021)- government 

interference in 2020 election and January 6 U.S. 

Capitol attack

➢ Symbol and Ideology

○ Discourse on Presidential power, the abuse of 

power, and accountability

○ Growth of the conservative movement and 

ideologies

➢ Increased cynicism and skepticism for politics and government

➢ Watergate synonymous for political scandal and corruption

○ “-gate” suffix to indicate scandal:  Donutgate, Bananagate, 

Pizzagate, etc.

➢ Growth of media power and changes in journalism

➢ Numerous articles, books, and shows

○ Blind Ambition, John Dean (1976)

○ King Richard, Michael Dobbs (2021)

○ All the President’s Men (1976)

○ Dick (1999)

Politics Culture

Image from WikipediaImage from Goodreads.comImage from IMDB

2023 TV satire



❖ 206 boxes (307.92 linear ft) covering Hogan’s major careers in Congress 

(1969-1975) and as Prince George's County Executive, (1978-1982) 
➢ Includes Watergate materials

❖ 10 months to review, inventory, rearrange, rehouse, and describe the 

collection
➢ More than 5,000 folders

❖ Materials: correspondence, newspaper clippings, legislation, reports, 

memorabilia, photographs, audio records, and more!

Lawrence Joseph Hogan, Sr. papers

In middle: Reagan and Hogan



Lawrence Joseph Hogan, Sr. papers - Resources
➢ University of Maryland Archival Collections 

website 
https://archives.lib.umd.edu/

○ 0256-MDHC Lawrence Joseph Hogan, Sr. 
papers finding aid

➢ Special Collections and University Archives (SCUA) 
blog posts
https://hornbakelibrary.wordpress.com/

○ Introduction to the Lawrence Joseph 
Hogan, Sr. papers

○ Processing the Hogan papers – The 
Beginning

○ Processing the Hogan papers - Watergate 
and Impeachment

○ Processing the Hogan papers - The Work
○ Final Thoughts on Processing the Hogan 

papers

https://archives.lib.umd.edu/
https://archives.lib.umd.edu/repositories/2/resources/1245
https://archives.lib.umd.edu/repositories/2/resources/1245
https://hornbakelibrary.wordpress.com/
https://hornbakelibrary.wordpress.com/2024/02/13/introduction-to-the-lawrence-joseph-hogan-papers/
https://hornbakelibrary.wordpress.com/2024/02/13/introduction-to-the-lawrence-joseph-hogan-papers/
https://hornbakelibrary.wordpress.com/2024/03/13/processing-the-hogan-papers-the-beginning/
https://hornbakelibrary.wordpress.com/2024/03/13/processing-the-hogan-papers-the-beginning/
https://hornbakelibrary.wordpress.com/2024/04/18/processing-the-hogan-papers-watergate-and-impeachment/
https://hornbakelibrary.wordpress.com/2024/04/18/processing-the-hogan-papers-watergate-and-impeachment/
https://hornbakelibrary.wordpress.com/2024/06/12/processing-the-hogan-papers-the-work/
https://hornbakelibrary.wordpress.com/2024/08/07/final-thoughts-on-processing-the-hogan-papers/
https://hornbakelibrary.wordpress.com/2024/08/07/final-thoughts-on-processing-the-hogan-papers/
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Thanks for Listening!

Contact information:

ilewis13@terpmail.umd.edu

Letters against impeachment 

and Rep. Hogan
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