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Abstract

Since its establishment in the Blual§e Mountains of Virginia 75 years ago, the Sha@ah National
Park has been home to an abundance of wildlife and plant life as well as a haven for hikers and other outdoo
enthusiastsHowever, little isknown about th@reviousinhabitants of the land the park now encompasbes.
the mid1930s,apprimately465 families were forcibly evicteflom their homes, spanning eigtdunties and
approximately 12,60@cres. This project seeks to study the economic and social makeopimiin
communities that existed prior to the park as well as proposéntenpretation that more accurately tells the
story and experience of those who lived there and were removed.

In focusing on mountain communities, this project will look specifically at one atba Gentral
District of Shenandoah National Park, Lewis ain and Pocosin Hollow in Greene County. Remnants of
houses, churches, school sites and artifacts of daily life are scattered through the woods along abandoned rc
fire roadsand hiking trails. Without proper interpretation and context, these aéstdad ruins have little
meaning. By relying on GIS technology, as well as oral histories, census records, memoirs, and land records
this project seeks to identify the families who lived in these areas and document their history, breathing life in
the gory of the mountain residents and their experience

The i mportance of this project wild/ apply bey
lived there. By urging the cultural resource managers at Shenandoah National Park to rethitlernhetive
displays, exhibits and trail guides, the findings of this project can hopefully encourage the greater National Pe

Service to be more sensitive and thoughtfuhim historic contets provided at parks nationwide.
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Introduction Nothing but the Whip O6 Will

il have spent my days in the Blue Ridge Hills,
Wherelcouldht hear nothing but the Whip O
There the lightning gave such a beautiful light,
| could hardly tell when it grew night.
Where the old rattle snake crawles all summer long,
Crawles all summer till the frogs were all gone.
| had a good home near tiBdue Ridge Top,
Where the wild cats'hopped from rocl
This poem was wttenin 1935by Edward A. Harriof Brownds Cove in the Albemarle County area of
the Blue Ridge Mountasi Penned on paper for no other reason than trying to conveyantbteak after being
forced to |l eave his mountain home, fAThe Blue Ri d
ti mes past. Edward Addison Harris was boinearlyat hi
1869 It was here that heas raisesn a 356acre farm withhorses, cattle and chickeresnidstalarge
production apple orchard&vidence suggests that Harris later purchased the property his father had been
renting married Emma Sipe of Augusta Couatyd raisednore than ten chldren here. His property was
condemned for inclusion in Shenandoah National Park in theL@808s, along with his siroomframe hous
with a cozy front porchHe was forced out of his mountain home, he so loved and into the lowlands’below.
Locatedwithinan hour 60s d rShemaadoahNatiomal Pdrki inothe 8lue Ridge Mountains of
Virginia has an annual visitation of at least two million people. People traverse tneil&(0Skyline Drive, hike
the parkdés numer ous s i dilgtravertleiAppalactaan draillccariddt thraughktieer s
area. However, few, if any, ever stop to consider the history of human use and adaptation which lies partially

hidden within the parekparlsto e created etveee 450 andfamilies wetee r f 0

removed from homes and communities that had been established over cénturies.

'E.A. Harris, MblUme¢ aBheerRiodg&éri stine Hoepfner Collection,
Carrier Library Special Collections, Harrisonburg, Va.

?Reed Engle and Caroline Jann&yDatabase of Shenandoah National Park Land Rex@tenandoaNational Park Association,

1997; U.S. Bureau of the Census. Federal Census Population Schedulek93868Ibemarle County, Virginia. Ancestry.com
[database wline]. Available at http://www.ancestry.com

®There is a vast literature base on the topic of Shenandoah National Park. Much of this is in the form of trail guides tingolvi
Appal achian Trail and t he par k o6resowce historysMonre eecently, btérdture orethevkistork s
of the parkdéds creation has appear ed Undgngastof ShandndoahtNat®rial Paro r k s
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Envisioned as early as 1924 and officialyenedn 1936, the Shenandoah National Park was created as

a place of scenic, natural beauty andapitalize on itsecreational and tourispotential. However, centuries

of human use had degraded the | and, in eyes of t
far as may be possible, the natural conditions, ecologically and scenically, thatonces t ed i n t he
meant the removal of humans and evidence of humgnwise c h wer e i nc o mprigsionof e W

establising recreational activities and an emphasis on natural resource protéxadogical studies including
reforestéion and vegetation efforts, excavation of roads and roadside overlooks, and various landscaping
principles led to a wilderness designation in October 1976. Today ecological reforestation has effectively
covered 95 percent of the park and reclaimed maderee of past human use and history.

A focus on natural resources and visitor enjoyment was the trend with nationa¢gtaidshed in the
first 50 years of t haceNvyeliowsmmabtiondlParkwapeneidc e s 18x%
bend it and enj oy me n alltimber, nineral dgpasitepturad guriositied, dr Wwonders within it
to be retaineéh their natural conditio. 8et asi de as a finatural park, 0 n
protection of its natutaesources with little consideration of the history of human use in the area until just
recently. Many of the other Acrown jewelso of th
Yosemite National Park, Grand Teton National Park and Glacier NaBank| have had similar fates with

respect to cultural resources inside the park boundaries.

which discusses the history of mountain communities. Within thelfagtars, a more extensive collection of works focusing on the
eviction of mountain famil i eAnsweraasOneepleters of Mauntaind-anslieraShenandoah M.
National Park, 19341938.University of Virginia Press, 200Audr e y H o In the Shagdéwsof Ragged Mountain: Historical
Archaeology of Nicholson, Corbin and Weakley Hollo8lsenandoah National Park Association, 2004.documents archaeological
investigations of various mountain homesteads and suggests new interpretatiountain culture. Jack and Carolyn Reeder have a
number of books published through the Potomac Appalachian Trail which focus on the reminders of mountain culture which remain
thepark. SeEhenandoah Secrets: The \Sdshngtygn, IbG.: Pétdmac APpalackidn JraillCiuld, #9910 P «
Shenandoah Heritage: The Story of the People Before the Warghington, D.C.The Potomac Appalachian Trail Club, 1938d
Shenandoah Vestiges: What the Mountain People Left Bahiashington, D.C.Potomac Appalachian Trail Club, 1993. Lastly,

John W. Stoneberger, who was raised in the Blue Ridge, wrote a vividly detailed account of growing up on Lewis Mountain, in
Shenandoah National Park. 9demories of a Lewis Mountain Mawashington, D.C.: Romac Appalachian Trail Club, 1993.
“Justin Reieah, ngRe he Wil derness: Shaping Nar r aBnirenmentaland L a
History 6, no.1 (January 2001): 1440.

®> Administrative Procedure AcBtatutes at Largé7, se. 24, 32 (1872), available online
http://memory.loc.gov/cgibin/query/r?ammem/consrvbib: @field%28NUMBER+@band%28amrvl+vi002%29%29



Renewed inters in the preservation of historic buildings with the passage of the National Historic
Preservation Act in 1966 helped to shift course with respeantdrpretation in national parks. One of the
programs that stemmed from the act was the Mission 66 initiative. Responding to increased political and publ
pressure about the state of Americads NGohradoMorth) P
proposed an improvement program to extend over ten years. The initiative received more than one billion
federal dollars and visitor centers were created at national parks across the country. In many cases, such as
Shenandoah National Patkjs was the first time interpretation was being produced and displayed about the
history of the areaMany of these early displays and the dissemination of historical interpretation were
considered highly inaccurate and offensive to the local commimitysought to support the park service
mission ofnatural reource protection, amécreation and visitor experierice

The competition between natiomalblic memory, collective memories and group idemiith respect
to nationally significanplaces hasdrome fierce in more recent yeats.many instancegublic memory is
manipulated and recreated so a particular social value can be constructed. Martha K. NorKieaBolitics
of Public Memory: Tourism, History and Ethnicity in Monterey, Califorfoaks at the manipulation of
artifacs and structures, particularly along Cannery |
become socially valuk They in turn actually portray a selective history that legitimizes the values of ihat rul
classp’e

Sometimes group collective memory directly contrasts and challenges the national public memory.
Robert R. Archibald defines collective memory as
each other through a shared past[and]i de i n mut u aPaul@.cSbhackelpiythsMemaynand. 0
the Making of the Americdmandscapgargues that these groups have a chdles can subscribe to the
dominantinterpretation, ignore it or challengeTthenew social history of th#960s which came to dominate

thediscipline ofhistory by 1980, provided an opportunity for challenging the status quo. The new social history

®Christine M. French, AThe Emer Hlissior6s: Modern Arbhdectivé iis thei National@Pgrk Vi s i
1998. Available online, http://www.mission66.com/documents/intro.html

"Martha K. NorkunasThe Politics of Public Memory: Tourism, History and Ethnicity in Monterey, Califoiillaany: State

University of New York Press, 1993, 95



renewed interest in underrepresergecups such as AfricatAR mer i cans, womends ri ght
the working clas and minorities are just a feweas which have renewed intefést.

At national parks across the country, archaeologm@stigations arencovering andhelping to
challenge existingnterpretation, such as the roles of AfriedAmericans aManassas Battlefield. Recent
excavations revealed a new history about the roles of blacks ingtelpan period and the challenges they
facedin racial discrimination in Virginia. Athe George Washington Birthplad¢éationalMonument,
excavatioshelpel t o deconstruct a myth abouftresentabrohderc at i o
history about other sites on the property not associated with the Washington $aichiyas Native American
sites.?

One of the particular underrepresented and for @ fiome inaccurately depicted graapithin
Shenandoah National Park has been the mountain residents. However, sincelif®@0sictnewed interest in
presenting inclusive and accurate histories in the park led to the redevelopment of interpretive exhibits
showcased in the Byrd Visitor Center in the Big Meadows area of Skyline Drive in 2007. The script,
photographs and video footage shown in a film at the visitor ceetealgo revised to portray the mountaineer
culture and eviction experience in a morghful light. The push for change was a direct resud loical group
of former mountain residents and their descend&ntsvn as the Children of Shenanddabbying for
change Other activitiessuchas archaeological excavations by Audrey Hormmbjicholson, Corbin and
Weakley Hollows of Madison Countgelped in disproving he fAhi | I bi Il l'y mytho sur
culturel®

Yet, despite the new exhibits, most visitors to Shenandoah National Park today have no knowledge of

the mountain communitigkatt hr i ved i n the area before the parkd:c

®Robert R. ArchibaldA Place to Remember: Using History to Build Commuhitginut Creek: Altamira Press, 1999, 46; Shackel,

Myth, Memory and the Making of the American Landsc&ainesville: University of Florida Press, 2001, 5

° ShackelMyth, Memory and the Making of tAenerican Landscap&4, 21415

19 A collection of meeting minutes, letters and other ephemera from Children of Shenandoah was donated to the James Madison
University Special Collection in 2002. It is available for research under the heading, Christinadd@xgifection, No. 4042, Box 2
Folder 5, James Madison University, Carrier Libraryicglpeci a
excavations are published in,the Shadow of Ragged Mountain: Historical Archaeology of dgdm, Corbin, & Weakley Hollows,
Shenandoah National Park Association, 2004.
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chimneys, rusted cars and moonshine stills are still partially visible from trails throughout the park, but little to
no interpretation exists to explain to visitors the digance of what they might see.

This project seeks to give new life to the history of the mountain commurfities Blue Ridge by
providing ahistoric context for life in the mountains from about 19®3Q ChapteiOnegives an overview of
the mountain ammunities in 1930, in particular focusing on one census enumeration district in the
Stanardsville precinct. This area of Lewis Mountain and Pocosin Hollow in Greene County, Virginia was
chosen for a number of reasons: First, the locatfdrewis Mountains well known because of the location of
Lewis Mountain @mpground along Skyline Drive. Second, hikers often traverse the first mile or two of the
Slaughter Trail on Lewis Mountain and the first mile into Pocosin Hollow, but few link the two trailssaia vi
traffic is never heavyrhird, the area has trails that are accessible for hikers of a variety of skill leastly,
because the area is not heavily trafficked, many of the historic sites which remain have been left ustouched.
high concentratioof homesteads, churches, outbuildings, cemeteries and various artifacts remain to tell a rich
story of mountain life in the Blue Ridge.

Chapter Two discusses the eviction experience and varied reactions of mountain residents when they
were forced to leavtheir homes. Chapter Thrpessent ahistoric context for Lewis Mountain and Pocosin
Hollow by detaiing settlement and kinship connectioespnomic activities sucksfarmingand tinber
extraction, day social life including chores and kinship retais,education and religious life, whiskey and
moonshine production anddstly the influence of musical heritage. Chapter Four provides a trail guide that
connects Slaughter Trail on Lewis Mountain to Pocosin Hollow Trail as a 12 mile circuitis&eseg the
history of each mountain family that lived and worked along the trail, the history of structures and artifacts set
from the trail as well as the changes in vegetation patterns and interesting natural resources that can be seer
today.

The concludig chapter looks at the future of interpretation in Shenandoah National Park and offers

suggestions for changes in the focus on mountaineer heritage. TAaiSersary celebration which is



occurring through 2011 provides a window of opportunity forpiaek to renew focus on the significance of the

communities which once stood in the park.



Chapter 1. Mountain Communities of Virgin

AThe rest of my stay on eartm,hd'mam hoping

The Blue Ridge Mountains are the northern physiographic province of the Appalachian Mountain rang
that extends from Maine to Georgia. The specific area which Shenandoah Natioreaid@anpasses stretches
for 105miles from Front Royal in WarreCounty to Rockfish Gap in Albemarle County in Virginia and
includes approximately 300 square miles in eight counties. Rising to a height of more than 4,000 feet at
Hawksbill Mountain, the park area exhibits a wide range of elevations as well as reldapples. It is
surrounded by the Shenandoah River to the amdtncludes numerous mountain drainages running into the
Rappahannock, Rapidan, Robinson and Hughes Rivers to thé sastes of rivesand streammthat begin near
the crest of the mountaeventually flowdown-slope to the east and wéslp to create a diversified habitat
that both humans and animals have adaptively used since prehistori¢imes.

While human use and adaptation of the Blue Ridge traces back to the prehistoric ecastiof tiuis
project begins with human settlement and residency, in partitiaarly twentieth cemry. Initial land
purchases and land use in the area began as early as the first half of the eighteenth century. Some of the eal
settlers were livingvithin current park boundaries by the early 1800s. Settlement continued through the
nineteenttand into the earlywentiethcentury. An overvievof the area esompassing Shenandoah National
Park and a detailed look at theuntain residents in the 193@®vides a window through which to understand
theaverage mountaineét his or her occupation, family stiture, home and other demographic, economic and
social detalils.

In some ways, 193@as a pivotal year for the mountain communities. Although a nuofldamilies

had already moved out of the mountaigioa and into the lowlandsrior to 1930, it was the last census year

“"4The Old Mountain Home,® poem by John T. Nichol sNn, avail
Smith/?Welcome=1041121993

24 Sk y | i n 8heiandbah NatianRark, National Park Service. Available from
www.nps.gov/shen/historyculture/skylinedrive.hinrNat ur al Features and Ecosystems, 0 Sh
Service. Available from http://www.nps.gov/shen/naturescience/naturalfeaturesantioedytsn

13 Although averages can often underestimate or overestimate important intricate differences in the life situations of mountain
residents, they do provide a way in which to compare and contrast those differences.
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that enumerated the people living in the Blue Ridge. It provides one of the final windows into their lives before
eviction and resettinent For that reason, it is worthwhile to spend some time analyzing the information
provided by it.

By 1930, there were between 450 and 500 families residing within the eight counties encompassed by
the current boundaries of Shenandoah National Parlardicgy to a 1934 survey, only 197 families out of 465
surveyed owned their homes. The rest were tenant farmers, with a small number of squatters. The average ti
size of resident families was less than five acres of land and the total acreage ownershpdund residents
was only about seven percent of park land. Ofatasnilies, approximately 3@ercent received welfare aid,
with an average of five people per family and a cash incomefias200dollarsper familyper year'*

While these figresmay paint aliscouragingppor t r ai't of the moun&aaineer
specific area of Greene Coyrdemonstrates that there wasiety in the family structure, occupation
concentration, and economic status of mountain residents. Thies i@fstihe 1930 census, in particular those
from the Stanardsville Magisterial District 6, suggest a tendency towards land ownergbipyment within
andoutside the mountain community as well as a vafédily size and tsucture The area encompassed by
District 6 is shown in Figure &nd includes the northwestern part of Greene County, roughly bounded by the
crest of the Blue Ridge to the north and west, the Conway River to the north and east, and just north of the
Sposwood Trail (present day Route 38)the soutH?

The average tract size in Greene County was 75.48 acres at the time lands were condemned by the S
Commission on Conservation and Development. Of those lands within District 6, the average lan@igolding
resident owners wa#.34 acres® Owners constituted 55.1 percent of the 156 families living in the
Stanardsville District in 1930, while renters made up 39.7 petéanieast 40 percent of the resident owners

living in District 6 in 1930 were still living there by the mi®30s. Whentte Virginia State Commission on

4 Based on detailed census taked @34 in order to determine planning for resettlement. See Larhbetying Past241

15 Figures 113 are found in the Agendix, which begins on page 65

®Thisfigurewas t abul ated by comparing r e sDacmsetofSbewdnahNationaliParklLand i n
Recordawith heads of households enumerated in the Stanardsville Magisterial District 6 in 1930.

YA small number of families were |listed as fAunknownoedvith
5.1 percent.
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Conservation and Developmgnirchasediand for inclusion in Shenandoah National Park, not a single land
owner in Greene County agreed to sell. Every tract was condemned by the state using eminent domain unde
single blaket condemnation act.

A comparison of the familgomposition of households in Districb&tween 1920 and 1930diggests
sometransitions were occurring in the area. Of 200 families residing theran 192Q 151 o 80.5 percent
were marriedeight pecent were single and 11.5 percent were widowed. Of the households with cHilzen,
or 52.5 percenhad between one and four children, 30 percent had five or more and 18.5 percent had no
children?®

By 1930, the number of families residing in the areadragped to 156. Of thes&26 or 80.&ercent
were married5.1 percent were single af8.5 percent were widowed. Of the families which had children, 83
or 53.2 percent had between one and four children, 23.8 percent had five or more and 15.5 pesizent had
more. Approximately23 percent of the households had no children, but the majority of these households were
eithersingles owery yowng or elderly couple®

By 1930, the average age of heads of household had increased significantly and a comhopiueso
1920 census shows that a number of younger couples had moved out of the area, while the older couples
remainedFor examplea young couple namddaac and Nellie Dearsnd teir daughtewere renting a house
on Meadows Mountain Road 1920 but ly 1930had moved into the lowlands of Albemarle Cour@inmilarly,
Ira and Anna Runion and their four children were renting a house along Middle River Road in 1920 but by 19
had moved north to the Dranesville area of Fairfax Couridyire2 shows the cainges in distribution of ages
of heads of households between 1828 193G*

A shift in the age distribution of renters and owner residents between 1920 and 1930 suggests that so

changes were occurring the mountain communityigures 3 and 4hows thechanges in age distribution of

181935 Heads of Household compiled by Darwin Lambetdridying PastAppendix 5, 304; U.S. Bureau of the Census. Federal
Census Population Schedules, 1930. District 6, Stanardsville, Greene County, Virginia. Ancestry.com [database onlible]afvaila
http://www.ancestry.com

9U.S. Bureau of the Census, 192830, Greene County. Ancestry.com

2y.S. Bureau of the Census, 192830, Greene County. Ancestry.com

2LU.S. Bureau of the Census, 192830. Greene County. Ancestry.com



renters and owners between 1920 and 1880920, most of the families ranging in age from 19 to 39 were
renting thei home, but after age 40 theresaasignificant shift to homeownership, suggesting that the older
families were able to obtain enough disposable income to purchase land and build a home (or move into an
existing one). By 1930, there wa considerable shift in the age &iethh most heads of household watse to
purchase their home. Most of threlividuals letween 20 and 49 werenting a hora and not until 50 and older,
weremost of the heads of housetisliisted as owning their horfe.

Most of the families in District 6 were farming oriented, either-eeiployed on their home farms or
working out at neightring farms. Of the 156 familidwing in the district in 1930104 or 66.7 percent were
listedas farmers. For example, Frank Jarrell was |is
as working on a general farm. A sizeable number afis®f household, 20.5 percenere employed as local
laborers which included a wide variety of occupations. John Breeden was listed as a teamster, Thomas Taylc
was listed as a laborer at a saw mill, and Michael B. Roach worked in a coahppneximaely 13.5 percent
were Isted with other occupationddenry C. Collins and Charlie Edwards were listed &sionaries, while
Minnie Deanewasépri vate family servanto &nd Carroll Tay

A few possibilities exist to explain the clges between 1920 and 1930. Because there were many
families moving out of the mountains between 1920 and 1930, the overall shift in age could have affected the
age distribution of heads of household owning their home. Also, a cursory examination ofstiieolatgiin
1920 and 1930 shows that some families from outside the mountain community were actually moving into an
renting homes in the Blue Ridgehis knowledge combined with the fact tisaime individualsvereholding
jobs outside the mountain, suggdsiatthe younger generation had a tendency to move into the lowlands for
more opportunities, while older families who had more ties to the mountain communities wanted to remain

where they were.

#21.S. Bureau of the €éhsus, 192930. Greene County. Ancestry.com
% U.S. Bureau of the Census, 192830. Greene County. Ancestry.com

10



Chapter2. The Eviction Experience

AANnd t hatnesmbwehratmolstr eabout the day we | eft, wa
had just gotten someone to move us and he had everything on the truck. He had come down the
daybé ore or Eldoocodul Enéwwv have been too | ong bec

chickens and things earlier. And there was no one down here to feed them. This particular day

that we moved, they moved the family, | remember seeing everything, furniture on the truck. And

my mother and her best friend with their arms around each otlyei cn®ly . ©

Although a young child, when moved out of her home on the Rockingham County side of Bearfence
Mountain, near Jollett Hollow, Pauline Apperson still remembers with vividness the day she and her family
were forced to leave. Appearinginafimabout he mount ai n tiom Famdhe Blite®RElgelini f e
1998 her story is interwoven with tears as she struggles to talk about the painful experience that so many
endured. A precise number of the people who were forced to leave the parkvailbeeknown Counts vary
from 450to as many aS00familiesremoved, from the early 1930s whitne park was officially establishei
1938 when the last families were moved out of the mountahgsording to a letter frodocal businessman
Ferdinand Zekel to the Resettlement Administration in 1935, there were still 550 families living on park land
However, a survey completed in 1934 counted 465 families and 2,617 indivitluals.

Interest inthe area thawould eventualljpecome Shenandoah National Plagigan in the early 1920s
with surveys and mapping of the lardter, surveys of mountain communities and families were completed.
The inaccurate interpretation of thesgveys andubsequenpublications about life in the mountaibslstered
derogatorystereotyps about mountain communities atheir culture further legitimizingtheir removal for the

par k 6 s Hollow Rolk written.by two University of Chicago sociologists Mandel ShernmethTdhomas

Henry, focused on fivareas in the uplands of Miadn CountyThey began their book by noting,

AHer e, hidden in the deep mountain pockets, d
mud-plastered log cabins and supported by a primitive agriculture. One of these settlements
éhas no commmmieny ,gmw organized religion, [0t

community is almost completely cut off from the current of American life. It is not of the
t wentiet®h century. o

#The Iris Still BloomsDVD, Directed by Maria Hess. Harrisonburg, VA: WVPT, 1998.
®The Iris Still Blooms Aut hor Unknown, Sherandfah OwerdosSemnir/Falki@9id, available from
http://www.usgennet.org/usa/va/shenan/a_promise_broken.htm; Audrey J. Hdmthg, Shadow of Ragged Mountain: Historical
Archaeology of Nicholson, Corbin, & Weakley Holloshenandoah NationBlark Association, 2004): 11; Dennis E. Simmons,
AThe Creation of Shenandoah H&B6owmal PRA®Orkiasd, Sknli vee sDt iyv
% Mandel Sherman and Thomas Hertigllow Folk, (New York: Thomas Y. Crowell Company933), 12
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While there were numerous reasons for the creation of theipalkding econona incentives
the image ofmountain residents was exploitedfeiother convince the public of reasons for the federal
government to purchase the laBy perceiving that these people weackwardand isolatedofficials
and creators of the park coudthim that they were condemning land for the betterment of the mountain
residentsandthat they would be better off in mainstream socféty.

The basis for material found Hollow Folkwaswritten earlier by social worker and educator
Miriam Sizer. Employedédtween 1928 and 1932 by the commonwealth of Virgmstudy the

conditions of four hollow areas in Madison County, Nicholson, Corbin, Weakley and Richards, she

found a community dAcut off from civilizagtto on by
Sizerds shallow and patroni zing per s-gsfadtionve, wer
and complacency, possessed of little or no ambit

these peopl e pr esent haconeptobrésetlrrdentjeiiofécialgpr o mot ed t
suggestingelocation for the families in an area nearby, where similar climate and environment would
allow them to carry on farming techniques as they had in the mourtignmotive was not pure,

however; sk sought a future job for herséff.

On 1 February, 1934, National Park Service director Arno B. Cammerer announced that all park
inhabitants, including owners, tenants and squatters would have to leave their homes before the federal
government could takenmership over the land:he announcement came somewhat as a surprise to
residentswho had been misled by ambiguous policegarding relocatiorin November 1929,
Secretary of the I nterior assured momuchthaliinnd,esi d
occupying lands in the Blue Ridge mountains would be allowed to remain there for two year lease
periods. He also promised that family cemeteries and graveyards would be maintained by the federal

government William E. Carson, chairman of Vigii adés Commi ssi on on Conser Ve

?’Charles L. Perdue and Nancy J. Maffire r due, fAppal achian Fables and Facts: A
R e mo v Appalachian Journal7, (Autumn/Winter 19794980): 11.

®Reed Engle, AMiriam Si z &ational Pé8kService.rAdaabldfroNat i onal Par k,
http://home.nps.gov/shen/historyculture/miriamsizer;htm The St ory of the Removal s, AThe
Virginia, o Central Virginia Public Tel eghihsgni#chhi, avail abl e f
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Devel opment and responsible for Virginiads role
residents directly in the path of planned development would have to be moved out. Even by 1932 when
he wasAssistant Drector of theNationalPar k Ser vi ce, Cammerer 0s | angua
could remain in the park. He stated in May 1932
S peci aflhe tact that the park was created amidst three presitladiministrations, Calvin
Coolidge, Herbert Hoover and Franklin Roosevelt, helps to explain some of the uncertainty and
confusion?’

Theuncertaintyof their situation was not unnoticed by resideAtpoem written by John T.
Ni chol son a beaperienckas sn efdexrly rmae beingforced to move, underscores this
ambi guity. ASuch a promise was the scheme to ta
said the boosters of the park, i f yedanthewant t o | i
parkéSad no favors to be TFoladduothe confusolitnenwdedgeof st ay,
slowly leaked before its official announcementaspecial list of 43 individuals who would be given
the privilege ofifetime estates in the parkhe remaining families, however, would have to lefve.

Not surprisingly, he majority of families refused to outright sell their laAgd a result, the
Commonwealth of Virginia passed a blanket condemnation rudimgecember 1927This ruling gave the ate
the right to use eminent domain to purchase land parcels from mountain residents under a single condemnat
proceeding, instead of condemning individual tratlss did not deter families from challenging the ruling,
however.In various ways from legj action to physical refusals to leave their property, residents resisted the
government 6s takeover of their | and.

MelanchthorCliser and his wife Carrie owned 46 acres near PanoramaaGage seven room home

with indoor plumbing and electricity filling station and roadside dineailled Blue Ridge Lunch. While Cliser

®Si mmons, Dennis E. fiConservation, Cooperation, andlT®®atado
The Virginia Magazine of History and Biograp8y9 , No. 4 (October 1981): 400;nd®abed En
National Park, National Park Service, available fitattp://www.nps.gov/shen/historyculture/historicaloverviewhtma Wi | b u r
Reassur es Sh dmedMashiogioh Poftlolvk , 18, 1929 ; A shermdoamOver®okBmmohse n, 0
AConser,v & toioper ati on and Controversy, o 401;

¥H"The Ol'd Mountain Home,® poem by John T. Nichol sNn, avail
Smith/?Welcome=1041121993; Darwin Lambémdying Past of Shenandoah National P&t&4
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was assessi $4,855 for his property, he refused the offer, writing letters and telephoning federal officials to
express hignger When local authoritiesame to escort him from his im@ on 3 Octobe 935, they had to
handcuff and physically force him into the car. He continued to appeal the court decision until his death a
decade later!

Robert H. Via, who owned 154 acres in the Sugar Hollow area of Albemarle County, argulked that
land condemnation was a violation of due process. Making its way to the United States Supreme Court in
Robert H. Viav. The State Commission on Conservation and Development of the State of the\Stgteiaf
the caseeventually ended in a win for themmmission on 12 January, 1945. Via appealed the decision, which
was later dismissed in November of that yéatate Decembet935 a transfer of deedsom the
Commonwealth to thedeleral government was officially accepted. It was time for the familibe moved out
of the parkand their homes demolish&d

While storiesof the mountaim e s i dadtletd kedp their land made headlines across the cquntry
perhaps the more important stories were left out. The impact of eviction on mountain fanmtiesjreébes and
mountain culture itself left visible marks and scars that remain today. Each family reacted differently and as a
result a wide range of emotions and perspectives to the eviction persist. It is necessary to delve into their stol
from thosewho experienced the pain on a personal |eeebe able to see it through their eyes.

Al ice Beahm, whose was a young girl when her
nei ghbor Geswhem kepvasfarcedito movel ¢ an r e niesmmbre GeorgelBeaker, learned the
park was going to take his place. It was right next to ours. He and my dad stood right at the garden fence anc
cried like babies the day he had to ledeoplevas | i ke family, then, yoknow
i snot iofRaadolghtShiffted lived in the South River area of Augusta County with his parents and

three other siblings. He was eight years ol d whe

®Engle,i ¢iadli sOwerview, o http:// www. nps. govVv/ sCGizmFanilyHistoryr ycul t t

Descendants of Mathias & Barbara Kleiser of Page County, Shenandoah Valley, Mirgir®a0 , A Cl i ser Evi cti on

from http://cliserfanilyhistory.blogspot.com; LambeftindyingPast 245.

%3 ambert,Undying Past23440; To read the Via Case and others see the following citatitims. State Commission on

Conservation and Development of State of Virgig&g U.S. 549 (S Ct. US, 1935)(D. C.) 9 F. Supp. 5568 homas Jackson

Rudacille v. State Commission on Conservation and Development of State of VIignig. 808, 156 S.E. 829, (S Ct. VA, 1931)

¥AShenandoah National Par k: Pain LingédMayl98aWashMgtanPdstai n f or
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good as yest er da yingor téring dovenlfamidy hameés washtaake a padticular point. He
beli eesmnotittoo | ate to educate the public about
headaches, sd&dness and tears. o
Montellafi B o oLans lerndon was onl¥2 when her family was forced to move from their home.
Whil e she doesndét remember a | ot of the particul
Afadj ust ment were hard on the whole famil wewelaotl w
accepted too graciously. Al o ur i somelveeihavesnevemseen f r i
s i n Btella Whodes was in her teenage years when her family was forced from their home in the rocky Swif
Run Gap area near tpotsvood Trail. She acknowledged that while her family was upset, she thought of the
move as potentially providing better opportunities and a better quality of life, although she still missed the
mountains. Some people admittedly believed that the move wadtedetter lives in the long run, but for the
most part, these individuals were the younger generation who had not lived out their lives in the mduntains.
Edward Harris best expressed the feelings of the older generation in his poem @&ihttIBtjeRidge
Mountaineey written soorefter he was forced off his land in 1935.
Al woke up next morning at the risi:H
| cast my eyes around me while, the tears began to fall.
| wish | was back on Old Browns Gap,
Where | used to raise potatoesagas my cap.
| thought of my dear old mother, | was forced to leave behind,
| thought of my dear old father, who to me was so kind.
| thought of my old mountain home which | so dearly loved so well,
My feelings at that moment no human tongue could tell.
Oh, I'would like to be back in my tumble down shack,
Where the wild roses bloomed at my door.
But now | am down in the low land low,
Where the water is wé&rm and the | and

Fred Collier, in an interview with a local newspaper more tharedssyago, bitterly resented the fact that some

thought it was to their b edayitvasagaood thingahattheywnevediottl 6 v

3 Daily Progress29 May 1994, Rex Bowman

% Christine Hoepfner Collection, Montella LaferndonCOS applicationTi m Chap man , AHeartache on t
Remember the Angui sh She nBRalydNeva Recdddiarrisanioueg) Virghe,r2& Ocolee2810e d , 0
¥E. A. Harris, fABlue Ridge Mountaineer, o0 Christine Hoepfner

15



for the I and and the peopleéThatds hogwash.eelke ca
Il 6m al |l for that, |l i ke when youbve got a rare sp

mountain people, and tHey should have |l eft 6em a

Eddi e Dean, fiAppalWashmgton Rosd8Febiudary 1697. Tear s, 0
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Chapter3. Economic and Social Orgaration and Interaction: A Historic Context Study for Lewis Mountain
and Pocosin Hollow

filnmy garden ring of hoeonstoi®ough ground to wor k®with, bt

Settlement, Identity and Kinship Connections

Formed from Orange County in 183Be land encompassing Greene County was first surveyed by a
group of appointed commissioners, including Thomas Lewis746 in order to determine the boundaries of
the Fairfax line. An examination of Orange County road ordauggestshat there was intest in land use in or
near the mountains along the Conway Renazn prior to this expeditioin February 1734, the county
appointed John Garth as the ASurveyor of *Omneof hi g
the roads this order wasferring to later became a narrow cart trail about four feet wide, by the late eighteenth
century. Today it follows the same course as Route 662 from Wolftown to Graves Millriny Madison
County By the early 1740s, addrbridlewawthesconaenignestway froomn t o
Jacksons Mill Over the ridge by the way of Swift Renps . 6 Four years | ater, a
had been established and the court order eedHeagof as
Swi ft Run to t he Afhoygh both roadfhiveere Bstablishedaa the sortlh and sblwis
Mountain and Pocosin Hollovit suggests that there wasough vicinityin the area to necessitajeod road$?

Evidence of settlementithin the Lewis Mountain and Pocosin Hollow areas sitdat least the late
eighteenth centuryrigure 5 shows some of the early landowners to the east and west of the Conway River in
this areaThe Jarrell family of Orange County had extensive land hg&lacross the cotyn Jeremiah Jarrell
purchased n 28 April 1794, 79 acres on the Anorth sid
River. Two years later in Jupiee bought 59 acres adjacent to this parcel and also on the west sidewarthe r

John Jarrell, originally of Madison County purchased 42 acres on Lewis Mountain, bounded bywiag &ad

BE.A. Harris, fAThe Bl ue HeepfuegGolleddonuNo.t4@42 Bos 2 Fojdér5.Chr i st i ne

¥Rapidan River, above its juncture with Conway was called
“0 Ann Brush Miller, Orange County Road Orders, 1743419, Virginia Highway & Transortation Research Council, Charlottesville,
VA: April 2004, Available online at http://www.virginiadot.org/vtrc/main/online_reports/pdf/i88 . pdf , 7; Davi d Le

Fairfax Line, o0 available from ht t pFloyd LesiwailssandrFurgotten Peaflpd?r v . or g
Miller, Orange County Road Orders, 66, 116
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iPecocony, Borkml79& Ancadjaceénntract was sold by the same family to James Taylor on the
same day. By the 1840s, the Jarraithfly had passed on a number of parcels to children and-graldden.
Pemberton Jarrell, grandson of Jeremiah sold a sizeable tract to Robert and Lucinda Taylor in the early 1840
who then sold to the William Lamb family in April 1845. Jeremiah Jadrell. , execut or of hi
Lewis Mountain sold 193 acres to James Slaughter Sr. in May 1847.

The numerous land transactions in the early tommeteenth century ushered in a new period of land
use and inhabitance for this area of the BRigge Mountains. While early on, many individuals purchasing
large land tracts here often had other land elsewhere in the county, by {h800g& most land purchases made
were by owner residents. These tracts were later divided. For example, JarghteS&iu built a home soon
after purchasing his Lewis Mountain tract, constructing a seven room, 1 ¥z story log andrslufegle
structure with double end exterior chimneys. By 1860, his son James Jr. and wife Comora were also living or
the tract, but ira separate house. In February 1871, James Jr. purchased acreage, and soon established a
working farm??

Interpersonal connections extended across family lines based on location. Generations of the Lamb
family clustered arounB@e vi | 6 s Di t c lernalopes ofl LevenMountain $Matthew thamb
purchased land sometime in the first half of th8 d@ntury. By 1850, he had married, purchased 100 tilled and
woodl and acres and was operating a farm. owned o f
working farms of their own. William Lamb was the first to purchase land in the area for the second branch of

the Lamb family. He purchased land from the Jarrell family in 1845. By 1880, at least 33 acres of this propert

“Deed of Sale from Robert and Lucinda Taylor to William Lamb, 1 April 1845, Greene County, Virginia, Deed Book 2, page 449,
Greene County Courthouse, Stanardsvilld; Deed of Sale from Pemberton and Elizabeth Jarrell to Robert Taylor, date unknown,
Greene County, Virginia, Deed Book 2, page 259; Deed of Sale from Jeremiah Jarrell Jr. to James Slaughter Sr., 18 MegnE847, G
County, Virginia, Deed Book 3, page 396.

“2 John W. WaylandA History of Shenandoah Coun(altimore, MD: Genealogical Publistd Co., 1980): 42; The Slaughter
House was | ater purchased by John Scott and Cora VirgNoni a
172,Virginia Historical Inventory of the Works Progress Administration, 28 May 1937; Census Bureau, 1870 Agriculture Schedule,
Stanardsville, Greene County, Virginia; Census Bureau. 1870 Population Schedule, Stanardsville, Greene County, Virginia; Joan
Horsle vy , AThe Jarrell Family of Early Virginia with focus on
Nei ghbors. o Raleigh, NC: J. Horsley, 2009. Available onlin
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had been divided forhisso Jer emi ah who owned a far m. By 1930,
grandsons and their respective families owned property surrounding the initial tracts he purchasetfin 1845.

Relationshipsvere not necessary dependent on family connegtimwever Kinship networks formed
based on the needs of families to help with activities from butchering animals to peeling tree bark and the
reliance on each other in times of need. John Otto, in his ethnohistory of forest fallowing practices in the
AppalachianMont ai ns found that, fieach farmstead bel ong
numbers were united by friendship, marriage, and
friends, relatives, and4laws for aid in clearing land, gathering spcollecting livestock, and slaughtering
ani mdl s. o

John W. Stoneberger, who was born on Lewis Mountain at the home of his grand@otagfirginia
KeckleyRoacH®, recalls in his memoiMemories of a Lewis MountainMan t he days of gémut
groups of families, neighbors, itdiren and elderly folks wouldagher together from the surrounding area. The
event was centered around the butchering of a few sheep, but entailed many people working together to cool
and clean. It was a time for romascto bloom, young parents to show off their bglaied games, contests and
singing. As Charlie Snow of Pocosin Hollow recal
dand®%. o

Apple butter making was another event that required the involveohenany families. For as long as a

week, families would gather to peabpples, boil them and rejoice to the sound of fiddles and banjos. Raymond

Morris, who lived about 15 miles south of Lewis Mountain near Simmons Gap, remembered the event as mu

*3Census Breau, 185@.880 Agricultural Schedule, Stanardsville, Greene County, Virginia; Marla Snow, Marriage Register, Greene
County, Virginia, available from http://genealogytrails.com/vir/greene/marriages.html; Shenandoah National Park Tract Map.
*John Solomo®t t o, AForest Fallowing Among the Ap p aAntaropblogea30, Mo u nt
no.1 (1998): 5.

> The southern tradition of double names was common throughout the Blue Ridge Mountains. For example, Cora was most
commonly knowmna fiCora Virginia.o Her husbandés first name was Jo
work, mountain residents will be referred to by their full names (double names) where applicable. Special thanks to Ruth Ann
Stoneberger McKahan fahis information.

“6 Dorothy Noble SmithRecollections: The People of the Blue Ridge Remerf@erona, Va.: McClure Printing Company, 1983),

21, 43; Stonebergekjemories 49-50.
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moret han a party. AAbout thirty to forty got toget
kiss if the paddle touched the side of th¥# kett]

While there was much enjoyment and bondmge had, what the events came to symbolize was the
giving nature of the mountain people and their d
was the |ife blood of mountain |ife, wiNeglhas gen
borrowed items on a daily basis, such as mules or horses, with the knowledge that their kindness would be
reciprocated in turn. A Aworking matcho was the
each other out with various a@fes that included harvesting the garden, butchering hogs and other related
activities In exchange for their generosity, the hosting family would invite the visiting family to stay for dinner
and sometimes the nigln. helping one another, respect angtrbeyond family lines created letgym kinship

connectiong®

Economic Activity

Tanbark and Lumber Industry

Tanbark, or the process of stripping trees of their bark so that the tannins could be processed to creat:
leather, was a profitable industrytime Appalachian mountain region through much of the eaffycg@tury.
Tannins, which are found in the bark of various types of trees and other natural substances such as leaves a
tree fruit, are required in the process of turning skins and hidekeatteer. Evidence of the tanbarklustry,
appeareas early as the T7century in Virginia. However, the first tanneriesre establishei the
Shenandoah Valley until 18¢0.

I n 1872, the Coverds Tannery wa Ridge Mauhtdins along E | k

Elk Run. By 1912, the tannery was producing 212 soles of leather per day. Eventually, the Elkton Tannery wze

*" Stonebergeflemories 44-50,56; SmithRecollections45

“8 Stonebergeemories7; Smith,Recollections44

“9Mia Barb, Tanbark Industry: Park of an Oral History Project on The Tanbark Industry in the Shenandoah Caliggr Library
Special Collections, James Madison University, May 1991.
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the largest producer of tanbark in the Shenandoah Valley. At its height, the tannery employed over 200
people®®

By 1908, Mrginia was one of the largest cammers of chestnut bark extraeith more than 16 million
pounds consumed annually. As early as 19b8n $ott Roach began a tanbark business on Lewis Mountain.
He employed 30 men each springo peeled bark with a spiér and then transported the cords of bark to the
Elkton tannery. While the tannins in nearly all herbaceous trees could be used for tannin extraction, chestnut
and oak were preferred overall. Luckily, Lewis Mountain was forested with a high concentfataious
types of oaks and chestnuts, until the chestnut blight set in. Usingdnaw@ bark wagons, men would make
the two day, 3@nile round trip to Elkton twice a week. For about six weeks each spring, the Lewis Mountain
men worked tirelessly andrtheir labors were paid, on average, six dollars per &brd.

G. Luther Kite, who owned numerous tracts adjacent to the county line in Greene County, also
participated in the tanbark industry. He invested in stpamered saw and stave mills throughout matthe
county north of Swift Run, which were used to cut the wlatetr carried to ElktonSimilarly, William B.
Stoneberger, sem-law of John ScotRoach, built a steaqpowered sawmill on Lewis Mountain in the mid
1910s, paying his workersonedolaer day. Amazed at the machineds
would come byoot and horse daily to watch it work. Remnants of the mill can still be found along the trail,

such as the steam engine seen in Figueesd12 and the steam engine whéeeFigure 3>

% John Walter WaylandA Historyof Rockingham County, VirginiaDayton: RuebusiElkins Co., 1912), 3780; John W. Wayland,
Men of Mark and Representative Citizens of Harrisonburg and Rockingham County, Virginia: Portraits and Biographies of Men and
Women(Staunton: McClure Co., 19432-3.
Department of Commerce and Labor, Bur eForestRrdducthd4e (Washington,s , i
DC: Government Printing Office, 1909); Stonebergéemories,7, 55; SmithRecollections18
%2 preston Breeden, interview byl#ard Garvey, Samuel Moore and Charles Anibal, 19 November 1982 in Pocosin Hollow,
Shenandoah National Park Oral History Collection, SC4030, Special Collections, James Madison University; Stdviebeoges,
1,18
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Image 1 Portion of steam engine in Pocosin Hollow, Shenandoah National Park.
Photograph by Norman Forder, Facilities Services Assistant, Shenandoah National Park
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Image 2 Front view of same steam engine, Pocosin Hollow, Shenanddmm&dark.
Photograph by Norman Forder, Facilities Services Assistant, Shenandoah National Park
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Image 3 Wheel that helped to power steam mill, Pcosm HoIIow Shenandoah Natlonal Park.
Photograph by Norman Forder, Facilities Services AssistaraBileah National Park.

Farming

Seasonal changes in pasture, grazing, and crop lands allowed mountain residents to use their land to
fullest degree. J.L. Armentrout, who owned the Shenandoah Tourist Home andvall@yg&rm in
Rockingham County s of the Blue Ridge, paid JoldtottRoach50 centper head of cattle each month to
pasture his 150 cattle on the grasslands of Lewis Mountain. While pasture land for grazing animals was typic

near the top of the mountain, often these lands were s¢sbfar small farm gardens to grow vegetables.

AForest fallowing, o6 was also often practiced by
uni mproved woodl ands, farmers would practomae iish
decades (or until cover ed wi @pkngfanng &rsds$ Wouldbgeativally €hiftb e

to wooded forests, while adjacent land would be burned and cleared for farming. That this technique was
practiced by members of the LeiMountain and Pocosin communities is not known definitively. However,

comparisons between tract assessments completed in 1927, land use plats in 1936 and vegetation cover in ]
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suggest that this practice may have been employed in theBaasuse theoil was rocky and eep in many
places, dndscape stabilization through terracing and rock clearance was also r&fjuired

Farming was an entire family production, with even the youngest children helping out in small ways.
Sally Atkins, who lived on Hazéflountain in Madison County, remembered as a young girl working in the
corn fields, milking cows and feeding hogs and chickenage 4 shows an example of a mountain homestead
with small gardens, fields and outbuildings near the hduseboys were oftemm the fields plowing and
retrieving wood from the forest, but also helped to gather produce from the garden. Edward Nicholson, who
lived a few miles south in Nicholson Hollow of Madison County, recalled his responsible to help on the
far mi ng, rmrye, cats, bugkwheatcnollet, cane, beans, cabbage and onions. We had an orchard wit|
appl es, ¢ he According to Earri Makeley,ra snisstonary who lived with the Roach family while
teaching at the Roach mission, noted in her diary thertyewe helped to pick fruit and vegetables, including
herself>*
Special techniques for food preservation and
supply to last year round. For example, cabbages buried in winter, along with tuchost@ioes would be
placed in a trench and covered with leaves and brush to keep from freezing. Describing the process in more
detail, Preston Breeden of Pocosin Hollove me mber ed di gging, fdna hole in
top of it. You justmove a board and reach in there and the taters stayed just as good. Turnips the same way,
a hole and put them in the ground. o0 Fruit, such
be piled up with corn fodder placed over th&m.

Families often grew produce in excess in order to sell it at the local store. The most common items to
sell were eggs, butter, apples and nuts gathered in the woods. Sally Atkins claimed that their family received
cents per dozen eggs and 25 cents pang of butter sold at the Estes Store near Sperryville in Rappahannock

County. Orchards abounded throughout Greene County, providing excess produce for families. Columbia

#John Solomon OttogesiiTRarMbeahi h e ®brnakFobFereshHisorep, aolldlanudrya , 0
1983)20.

** Smith, Recollections12; Dennis Whittle, transcription of Carrie Makeley Diary, 4 November 1916 to 20 November 1916,
Frederick W. Neve Papers, Box 1, Folder 1.

5 Breeden, interview by Garvey et al, Shenandoah National Park Oral History Collection.
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Taylor, who lived in Pocosin Hollow, had 28 trees of various fruit and her nei§amiTaylor owned 69 apple

and 10 pear trees, valued/dtdollars Wi | | i e and Edgar Lambés two pro
Mountain together had 70 apple and peach trees. While some of the fruit was used for home consumption, e:
was takerto the nearby store in Fletcher, just east of Pocosin Hollow along the Conway River. Children would

also gather the fruit from chestnut and walnut trees to sell locally, receiving 25 cents peP%allon.

S

Folder "Mountain People"

Moonshine Whiskey and Other Spirits

The production of alcoholic beverages was nothing new to settlers moving into the Blue Ridge in the
late eighteenth and early nineteenth centuries. Theitmadit distilling corn, wheat and rye into whiskey and
fruits into brandy had been passed down thousands of years and carried to America by English, German and

ScotslIrish immigrants. Tie topographyrad landscape of the Blue Ridgeoihtains was particulgriconducive

%6 sally Atkins, Interview by Dorothy Smith, 27 February 1979 in Sperryville, VA, Shenandoah National Park Oral History
Collection, SC4030, Special Collections, Jamesligan University; Engle and Jannd&atabase of Shenandoah National Park Land
RecordsDonald D. Coveyreene County, Virginia: A Brief HistorgThe History Press, 20078; Breeden, interview by Garvey et
al, Shenandoah National Park Oral History Guilten.
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to the distilling process. Because of the rough, rock and steep condition of many mountain roads and the long
distance to carry crops to market, mountain residents quickly found that distilling grains and fruit was a methc
of preserving theicrops, especially those which were apt to quickly spoil.

Former mountain #dents of the Blue Ridge readily acknowledge the presence of whiskey or
Amoonshineo distilleries throughout the mountain
production was more prominent than others. For example, Nicholson Hollow and the Hazel Mountain
community of upper Madison and | ower Rappahannoc
Hol |l owdo by outsiders. Geor geelB0®3wouddfrequemttypurchgsesin e d
moonshine from Nicholson Hollow men for five dollars per gallaminventory of a Weakley Hollow man
who lived just south of Nicholson Hollgwevealedi t wo s &n apple snill; auatities of corn, apples,
wine andbrandy; and empty barrels and hogsheads Rui ns of still s around Ha
Nicholson Hollow, such as the onelinage 5demonstrate the continued usage of distilleries into the early
1900s>®

In Greene County, particularly Pocosin té@¥ and Lewis Mountain, the production of moonshine may
not have been as extensive, but it existed noneth&asan Preston, a missionary who worked in Pocosin
Hollow in the early 1900s, noted that before the presence of the Episcopal Church, theflesvasial | hou s
this mountain side, wher e t he&heremwas undoabtedevehiskey c a me
production in the area, after the establishment of missions, howeberW. Stoneberger nothis motheds
recollectionthatii a g a | of nmoonshjne wghiskey with rock candy in it was always on the mantelpiece over
the fireplace in the living roordat the home of her mother, Cora Virginia RoaBheston Breeden, who lived
along present day Pocosin Hollow Fire Road, ndtetlmost famikes thaproducel moonshine, did so on a

small scalé only five to ten gallons at a tim&.

> http://www.blueridgeinstitute.org/moonshine/old_spirits_in_anew_world.html

8 Smith,Recollectionsl6;Audr ey J. Horning, AMyth, Migration and Materi a
Ap p al aHistoiical Aréhaeologyd6, no.4 2002): 1412

%9 Preston, Life in Pocosin Hollow, unpublished manusg@ponebergenviemories 59-60; BreedenInterviewby Garvey et al.
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Mountain families prided themselves in careful and pure distilling of whiskey and brandy, both for
themsel ves and t he t r alesssugahutvety pure water,gclean egsipnem, arfdy
good ash wood flahn ScatiRaaeh cahsidered hhving mognshine in his home a necessity, as
was his way of showing hospitality i@ighbors andtranges traveling through the areas we hdof hasss 1i ¢

ways of being ® servant of God. o

Y

Image 5Whiskey still in Nicholson HollowPhoto courtesy
of Shenandoah National Park.

9Stonebergenyiemories 60
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Religion, Education and the Episcopal Church Missions
AThere we | earned of So me dilisealswthegpotaioeswuaderchet t | e
hills, and that He loves us all and all men should love one another in the Valley and beyond the
Blue Mod'ntains. o

Religion was an important and daily aspect of mountain life for people on Lewis Mountain and in
PocosinHollow to the south. Beginning in late 1880s, Archbishop Frederick W. Neve began an effort to bring
Episcopalian influence and education into the mountains of Greene County. He established a total of 30
missions between 1890 and 1920. After visiting maamasidents living near Ragged Mountain, Neve
believed that it was his calling to spread the gospel to people living throughout the Blue Ridge Mountains of
Greene CountyHe claimed, after visitingSHi | et t 6s Hol | ow r esi dentCsunty,near
ilt seemed that there was no school thereroaghdo t h
fault of {l]bseuck mephatif mynptass éor evangelizing the Blue Ridge were ever to be carried
out, now was a propitiousi me t o ma k &levawolkeddirelesslyi targjse funds for the
establishment of these institutions and advertised widely for mission teachers and qualified individuals to
provide religious services. Because the lack of public schools in exagtettte mountains, wherever Neve
established a mission church, he opened a school a§well.

The first mission church and school in Greene County was established at Simmons Gdp ia hif 6 s
Hollow by late fall 1900. Neveantinued to establish missiomsthe Blue Ridge osreene Countyhrough the
1920s. Two of these particular missi on(skRo clhpepbesr P
Mountain Mission)vere located in the Lewis Mountain and Pocosin Hollow areas. Both missions worked
jointly to unite the area in various religious and educational activities, ranging from baptisms and marriages tc

Sunday schodf®

®1Stonebergeyiemories;79

“Frederick Neve, fAGenesis off Mo u@irbiumtain¥osds(Masch $909), Box2,he Di oc
Frederick W. Neve Papers, Accession No. 10505, Special Collections, The University of Virginia, Charlottesville, VA; Rph De
Davison, Jr, fAFrederick W. Nevel88gMo4d®tai hPMi BsbDioms Eduta8?2po
Davi son, AFrederick W. Neve, 0 5

®Davi son, fiFrederick W. Nevebd
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The effort to establish missionin Pocosin Hollow began as early as 1901, when a Reverend R.C.
Cowling, who worked closely with Neve,e por t ed hi s findings °Whenan ar e:
Cowling left the diocese in 1902, a young Deacon named Robb White took over his work in the mountains. B
early 1905, work had begun on establishing a mission in the area. Neve received asggfierb$300.00
from a woman in Boston who had donated money to build a schaplel in memory of her father. By
October, a small log structure measuring 12 x 18 feet had been erected along with a small chapel named the
iFrench Memor i arbfth€womanevhq donatedmorteyfar @s construcfon.

Under the supervision of two sisters, Frances and Marion Towles, the Pocosin Mission was successfu
and expanded operations. By 1910, between 15 and 20 children were enrolled at the Pocosimdsioiool a
April 1914, enrollment grew to 32. Sometime before 1915, a clothing bureawnlizeend operated at the
mission site, where items were made or donated and sold at low prices to the surrounding community. The
money made from the bureau sales wadargprofit, rather it was reinvested in the work at the mission. From
June through August 1915, six praying sermons were held with a total of 352 in attendance. In 1920, an
enlarged 16 x 20 foot frame school house replaced the previous one. At itstheighission also included a
20 x 58 foot stone chapel and 11 x 18 foot frame gdtage.

The mission charge was tiring work for the two sisters, who often oversaw baptisms, marriages,
funerals, taught school and visited the families on a regular basis. @residters commented in a 1913
article inOur Mountain Workii 't is no uncommon thing for us to b

go five or six miles to see someone who is ill or dying and we often ride ten or twelve miles a day jugt lookin

after the ordinaHoywedveetra,i Itsh eofs itshtee rwsorgkr.eow t o | oV e
Mi ssion Homeo in the hollow. They | ater said tha
| i ves. d

'n ol der texts, Pocosin is referred to as Pocosan. The te
®Davi soniciFwWedNeve, o 119; Susan Preston, AniLife in Pocosan

®Davi son, fFr ede Ourkduntar.WorkBene.d.,(Septeinbef 1913), Neve papéns; MountainWork5, no.1
(September 1915), Neve papers

®”Our MauntainWork3, no. 1 (September 1913), Neve arpMeuntain WobKAprii s o n 4
1914), Box 2, Neve Papers
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Mission of Saint AndrewRlo c heds Mountain Mission)

Located not todar upthe mountain from the Upper Pocosin Mission, was another mission established
by John Scott Roach and his wife in 1915. According to Frederick W. NeveSdottRRoach believed that he
might die the summaeaf 1915 and asked his daughter, Elizalithnice who had been attendisgrvices at
the Pocosin mission, to baptize him. When he did not pass away that summer, he felt determined to start a
mission on the mountain as thanks to God. The first servich&d®on August 22, 1915. Reverend Frank E.
Persons transferred from the Lower Pocosin Mission near Fletcher to take charge of the Roche Mission. Earl
on he was attracted to the beauty of the rhaocentat i o
mi ssion. o0 In the month of August alone, four pub
along with two private services hosting 25 peopile.

A school had been established much earlier on the mountain aédottR 0 a ¢ h @est asrwellgin
1912, he requested that the Greene County School Board allow him to appropriate the funds to open a schoc
Lewis Mountain. Icie Marie Roach, his daughter, was the first instructor. She was paid 15 dollars a month an
services were helith the same building as the Sunday services for Upper Poddisen the Roche Mission was
established, a school was sanctioned by the mission and opened in Octob€aii$d 8lakeley left the
Pocosin Mission to teach on Lewis Mountain soon after it wtabbshed?

Theframe buildingused for the Roche Mountain schbald been constructed near the Roach Cabin,
shortly before Carrie Makel eybs arri vavasapamed2 1 Oc
blackboard for her usdohn Scott Rodt, commonly known as the AChi ef
of the Mountain,o had been instrumental in its ¢
Carrie lived in the family®és h o m&oof grawinqickosertoltheg t wo

Roach family as well as their Lamb and Taylor neighlf®hebecame quite close to John Scott Roach before

®Davison, fAFrederick W. Neve,o 287; Episcopal Missicetys in
Stanardsville, VAOur Mountain Worl6, no. 1 (October 1917), Neve Pap@syr Mountain Worls, no.1 (September 1915), Neve
Papers

% Stonebergerylemories41-2 ; Davison, fAFrederick W. Neve, o0
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his passing in 1917 and during the remainder of her stay with the family, worked to bring his dreams and wisl

for theschool and mountain mission to become redfity.

Mountain Music Heritage

In 1916, Cecil Sharp, director of Stratfesd-Avon, a school for folk song and dancing in England,
began his search through the southern Appalachians for English oral traditiwirsgytback to England. He
must have been impressed by the musical traditions of mountain residents in the Virginia Blue Ridge, as he
collected and later published material from families in Albemarle County. Later, the Virginia Folklore Society
publishedand even recorded the musical traditions of individuals and family groups from Warren, Madison an
Greene CountieS.

Musical appreciation and talent was indeed widespread throughout the mountains of Greene County.
Jessie Lam, who married Lona, a daughtelotin Scott and Cora Virginia Roach, played the fiddle and banjo,
teaching Lona to play guitar and sing. Elizabeth Bernice Roactelstoger, daughter of the Roaslend ler
son John W. Stoneberggtayed severahstruments. Elizabeth Bernice was a&tdéd pianist while her son
played a number of string instruments, such as the mandolin, banjo andJphitasang in a number of bands
and even on the radio throughout the years, a testimony to the wonderful gift of music passed down through-
generabns. His daughter, Ruth Ann Stoneberger McKahan and her family carry on the tradition today, singin
in various choirs and plays.

Bluegrass, as is commonly referred to today, waerived from the musical traditions of mountain
residents living in thisrea.The music sog in the mountaindealt with a variety of topics, from newly

composed religious songs or popular gospel hymns to s¢enkrabout love, home and the family.

“Carrie G. Makel ey, fAMi s st ainnQadMoiBtain Workdate urkmoenyNevefPapierk; Elordnceu n
Towl es Meadows, @urMourdaindVvorkdete unlsnowm,eve papers; Whittle, Makeley Diary Transcription, Neve
Papers, Box 1.

""Charles L. Perdue, A MouBuialidsa Walkl DAs @l adhe Mdy@meopMadisorn f S
County History9, (1991): 49

2 Stonebergerylemories51; Personal communication with Ruth Ann Stoneberger McKahan

3 Bluegrass: A History, 222
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Bela Lam and the Greene County Singers provide a good exafhplev famly musical traditions
evolved into present day folk and bluegrass music. Born in Page County as Zanddervon Beliah Lam, Bealy ¢
he was known, married Rose Meadows and raised a son, Alva, in Jollet Hwlltlvg eastern slopes of the
Blue Ridge, acrossdm Lewis MountainOwning a farm and mill was his main focus, but he eventually
organized the family into a quartet with his brotiretaw Paul, and occasionally played at church events,
Sunday school and other local gatherirgmaly played the banjo wha the others sang, commonly singing
music that was of the | ocal religious tradition
was asked to record with Okeh Records of Richmond twice, once in 1927 and again BylB230, Bealy
andhis wife had moved to the Stanardsville District of Greene County were they purchased 112 acres and ha
large 6 room, 2& 36 foot, metakroofed frame homé hey were widely loved and respected in the area and as

John W. Stoneber chdrs rhoetre d,a gfec aorfr itehde oBrl ute Ri“dge N

" Engle and Jannefpatabase of Shemaloah National Park Land Record$;The Fami |y Band, o in Virgi
Exhibition of the Library of Virginia, Available online, http://www.lva.virginia.gov/exhibits/rootsmusic/familyband.htmeB¢oger,
Memories of a Lewis Mountain m&sg,
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Chapted. Lewis Mountain and Pocosin Hollow: Where Heaven and Earth Meet

AThe mountains seemed forever changi ng tdthepure one
white clouds. There, truly’, Heaven and

It is the intent of this chapter to provide a detailed description of a circuit hike that connects Lewis
Mountain and Pocosin Hollow, drawing on the context provided in thequeehapter. It seeks to give an
overview and history, where possible, of the families who lived and farmed théh&tite trail passes through
as well as denote changes in natural resources and other interesting features alapdsieg a Global
Positioning System (GPS) unit, the author gathered coordinates of signifatanal and cultural resources,
which were plotted in a Geographic Information Systems (GIS) program. This data was combined with other
historical features including old road neftks, tract ownership boundaries and structure locations to determine
the history of existing structures today.slome instances, more information is known than others. It is the hope
of the author that people hiking through Shenandoah National Parkwdtiage the guide and appreciate the

history of the families and communities thamce resided here.

Lewis Mountain

Accessible from a couple parking areas between mile maskexad 59 along Skyline Drivihe hike
traversedour main trails,the Slaighter Trail,Conway RiveRoad, Pocosin Hollowrail and Fire Roadand
the AppalachianTrail, encompassingpproximately 12 mileas shown in Figuré. The topography of the land
ranges from steep ridges to flat, open hollows, includisigeable riveand a number of flowing mountain

streams

Slaughter Trail Mile 0 to 0.8

Beginning at the Slaughter Trailds interolgect.
fire roadis relatively flat and smoothsa gradually descends a few hundfede et t o t he Dasi |

shown in Image 9n the 1930s,He land on the east side of the trvaduld have beeforested withi B e a r

"Susan Preston, fALetters to Otr&ouBtinVorkdie dngrewn)manuscopt in NevesPapers,n
Box 2, University of Virginia Special Collections
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O a k®and Chestnut Oakvhile on the western side there was a heavier concentratied ofik Owners of

tracts on both sides of the trail lived in other counties and but probably used the land foptiathestion, as
suggested by vegetative changes and tract assessments of the areawhit®82yne and chestnut oak were

the most common species until the pawiple decades, when black cherry, red maple and hemlock began to
grow in greater numberé. The resin from pine trees was sometimes used as an herbal remedy by mountain
residents for killingnfections or treating bruises asdake bitesLook for a larg@ concentration of red maple

near the trailheadds intersection.with Skyline D

Image6. Slaughter Trail descending to Devil 0s

S Temporary scrub type of oak which commonly grows after heavy cuttirepeated fires in an area. Later, it is replaced by taller
oaks and pine. Information on the bear oak is available from http://www.fs.fed.us/database/feis/plants/shrub/queil/all.html

""Figure 6 shows a map of tiécuit hikefrom Mile 0 to 1.8; Figures 123 shows changes in vegetatioom 1941 t01986
BHRCentral District, o0 Shenandoah National Par k, Nati onal Pa
http://www.nps.gov/shen/planyourvisit/upload/cehfpg Shenandoah National Park Tract Plats. Greene County. Deed Book 24,
Folio 157164. Greene County Courthouse, Stanardsville, VA; Tract Map. Parcels Purchased for Shenandoah National Park.
Shenandoah National Park Archives. National Park Servicayl MA.; Smith,Recollections78
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http://www.nps.gov/shen/planyourvisit/upload/central.jpg

Slaughter Trail Mile0.8t0 1.8

Af ter cr os s itchdtreanatenileD.§ the tiaibveersDmto the lower slopes of Lewis
Mountain This area had been extensively cultivated, forested and inhabited from the early nineteenth century
through thel930s. Much of the land to themheast of the trail was codsired tillable slope, perfect for small
subsisence farming and timber production, with muatit forested with red oak®

The Michael Roach honmte appears at mile 1ahd is shown in Image 18lot much remains of th&0
acre propertyoday, buthe howsethatstood to the right of the trail wasoae and a haltory,12 x % foot, four
room log and shingle covered structui¢h a shingle rooaind supported by a pillar foundatigh9 x 12 foot
frame kitchen extended off the side amdBax 12 foot logcorn crib would have stood nearldyspring still
flows across the tragilvhich served as a water source fichael Roach, his wife Ina and their five children.

When the family lived here, the overwhelming majority of the lamad considered tillabiith the wooded
areas populated bed oak. Today, much of the red oak forest has been taken over by chestnut and white oaks

but patches of basswoodthite ash and sugar magien be spotted by the careful &Je

= .;M 8 Al Ao e SRR T 2 (R e S y
anding orslaughterTrail looking west toward Michael Roach
homesite.Photograph by Scott Rimm.

o

or st

imge?. Auth

" Figure 6 shows a map of tieecuit hikefrom Mile 0 to 1.8; Figures :23 shows changes in vegetation from 1941 to 1986
8Engle and Jannepatabaseor ShenandoalNational Park Land Records Shenandoah National Park €t#lats, Greene County;
Vegetation Cover, GIS data, 194986, Maps and Planning Office, Shenandoah National Park.
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The rolling path continues through a densely wooded oak forestaioeaugioned roaat mile 1.8 At
this point the Slaughter Trail curves to the left, but it is easy to mistakatine@p going straighthe land
surrounding the Slaughter Trail between mile 1.5 and 2.0 was owned byhihé&cott and CoNdirginia
Roach family. The property was largely cleared, open grassland with some patches of red oak in the outer
extremities when the Roach family lived her¥isitingL e wi s, oMounRin asht evésdtencalledin
June 1916, missionary Susan Preston commented th
dai si es gr ew an dWhenastnteyors asges] éhe land in thé late11920g) they found thirty
head of cattle grazing there as w&he Roaches raised at least ten children, lsereeral of them going on to
pursuecareers outside the mountain community including education and nursing. Their datiggdabeth

Bernice Stoneberger Deane is shown at her graduftio nursing school in Image £1

.

Image8. Elizabeth Bernice Stoneberger Deane at her graduation from nursing school.
Photo courtesy of Ruth Ann Stoneberger McKahan

81 Our Mountain Wek, June 1916.
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In the 1930saoneand a haltory,17 x 39 foot, seven room, log and frahmmewith a shingle roof
stood not too far from the Slaughter Trailfull cellar ran the length of the houardtwo exteriorstone
chimneys stoodone toheat a living areand another to heatdlextended kitcherA barn measuring 40 x 40
feet stood nearby as well as four other outbuildingkiding aframe spring house and log hen house and corn
crib. Image 12hows the wood fenced family cemetesnich was just south of the house along amdbaed
road. Thdocationof the Roche Mountain Mission, no longer visible tqdags close to her@oday not much
is left of the homesteaelxcept for the crumbling foundation and portions of the stone chinmegel3 shows
one of the collapsed chimmreMu ch of t he famil yds f or noaks, butsomel h as

concentrations of black cherry and maple can be seen from the trail at nfle 1.8

ot L N

Image9 he fallycemetery, south of the hous Iooklng wes Photograph by author.

82 Shenandoah National Park Tract Plats, Greene County; Tract Map, Parcels purchased for ShenandodteNat®resne
County; Engle and Janndyatabase of Shenandoah National Park Land Re¢d&dsa Virginia Roach Tract Assessment, Greene
County, Maps and Planning Office, Shenandoah National Park, Luray,VA; John W. Stoneflergeries of a Lewis Mountainavi.
(Potomac Appalachian Trail Club, 1993), 4.
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" BTy I \:f\ = e
Imagel0. A view south toward one end of the John Scott and Cora Virginia
Roach homestead, showing a collapsed chimlgtograph by Bradley Kendall

Slaughter Trail 1.80 3.0

Leaving the abandoned road, the Slaughter Trail begins a gradual descent éot tiedfra mile or so.
Between niles 2.2 to 2.6 one will note red blazesvhich denotéhe Rapidan Wilderness Management Area,
owned by the Commonwealth of Virginislatthew Taylor and his wife Rosa owned 374 acres spreading across
the steep mountainamdo wn i nt o t he val | eySowdofthidland idedeedéddosthed i t
by the heirs of Pemberton Lamb in 1904. They gathered additional acreage by purchasing land from various
others between 1909 and 19 1-Bi-JawEdgar &ndManoy gamfRos ads b

Matthew and Roseaised nine children here inome and a haltory,16 x 28 foot, five room log
structurewith two exterior stone chimneyA log walled barn with a shingle roof stondarby, measuring 10 x
12 feet Otheroutbuildings includedra8 x 10 foot log corn crib and a¥10 foot log hen house. According to a
1927 tract assessment, the family had tenantgliomtheir property in a one and a lsdtiry, 12x 23 foot,

threeroom log house, with a 7 x 17 foot phrin the front, supported by a pillar foundation. The 19201£30D

8 Figure 8shows a map dhe circuit hikefrom Mile 1.8 to 4.1; Figures3t14 show changes in vegetation from 1941 to 1986
38



popul ation censuses suggest that Harrison and Fa
would have had their own log barn measuring« 4 feet, along with a corn and heouse®*

At the timethe Taylor families resided henamuch of the upper slopésthisarea were red and chestnut
oak, while the | ower area around Devil 6és Ditch h
oak although the reforestatiarf yellow poplar has begun to dominate some of this &eie evidence of the
Taylor family occupation of this area still remains today. Numerous piles of ratKyg te the necessary field
clearance in order to farm the land. Rock walls may haveedagd property on either side of the road.
Additionally, a rock walled mountain spring stands on the Taylor property, not far from the trail. ihage 1

15 show the rock piles and mountain spring still visible to8ay.

Image IL Rock piles found oformer Matthew Tonr property off the
Slaughter Trail, Lewis Mountain. Photo Byadley Kendall.

8 U.S. Bureau of the Census. Federal Census Population Scheduled9B82Gtanardsile District, Greene County, Virginia,

available fromhttp://www.ancestry.coprEngle and Jannefatabase of Shenandoah National Park Land Recgdvidgéthew Taylor

Tract Assessment, Greene County, Maps and Planning Office, Shenandoah National Park.

% Engle and Janneatabase of Shenandoah National Park Land Recdrdm Floyd,Lost Trails and Forgotten People: The Story

of Jones Mountain(Potomac Appalachian Trail Club, 2004)__; U.S. Bureau of the Census. Federal Census Population Schedules,
1990:1930.Stanardsville District, Greene County, Virginia, available at http://www.ancestry.com; U.S. Bureau of the Census,
Agricultural Census 1850880, Stanardsville, Greene County, Virginia, available at http://www.ancestry.com; U.S. Geological
Survey. Fletchequadrangle, Virginia [map], 1:24,000, 7.5 Minute Series, Washington, D.C.: USGS, 1999; U.S. Geological Survey,
Madison quadrangle, Virginia [map] 1:62,500, 15 Minute Series, Washington, D.C.; 1933; Vegetation Cover, GIS D&@03.941

39



Image 2. Stone waIIed mountam sprlng off the Slaughter Tra|I on LeW|s Mountam
Photo byBradley Kendall.

Continuing further down themountain, the trailevels out beforé&s dramatic and rocky descent down
the mountainpassing through a mixture of chestnut oak and poy@as At mile 2.9 on the left side of the trail
is the next homsite, that of James and Carrie Lamb. All that remains today obtine s a crumbling
foundation and chimney, which are difficult to spot through the dendergrowthin spring and summer
However, when it stood fully intact, the thremom, shingleroofed, log home measured 16 x 20 fegéh two
exterior stone chimneyand an attached kitchen measuringZD feet A cellarranunder a portion of the

house About half of the property was open grassland, when the family therd, with a concentration of
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chestnut oak along its slopdhe Lambsad a good sized orchandth 43 apple and 3 peach trees nearby on
their 28 acre properfyf

Just southeast of here, along a feeder stream that ran down the mountain and connected to the Conw
River, was the home of Silas and Elizabethrr®e Lamb.Image B and17 show photograps of Silas and his
wife Elizabeth GurnieSi | as grew up | ess than a half mile awa
later sold to Willie LambSilas owned one tract of land outright and on another adjacent property he purchasec
timber righs for lumber extraction. Purchased in July 1913 from Barbara Geer, Silas owned 44 acres of land,
including 30 acres considered tillalsi®epeand a 6%acreorchard. It was here in a two room, one and a half
story, 14x 18 foot log home that the couple sl 2 children two who died in infancy and one who died in

her twentiesTwo log stables, an3812 foot hen house, and a a2 foot corn crib stood near8y.

L o

A,y

-

M a
Image B. Elizabeth Gurnie and her sisierlaw Mary Taylor. Image 4. Silas Lamb.
Dates Unknown. Both images courtesy of William Sullivan.

8 James Lamb Tradtssessment, Maps and Planning Office, Shenandoah National Park; Engle andDataimse of Shenandoah
National Park Land Recorgs

8 Silas Lamb Tract Assessment, Maps and Planning Office, Shenandoah National Park; Engle anBatatmaesg of Shenandb

National Park Records;).S. Geological Survey, Madison quadrangle, Virginia [map] 1:62,500, 15 Minute Series, Washington, D.C.;
1933; Historical Sites and Features, GIS Format, 2010. Maps and Planning Office. Shenandoah National Park, Luray, VA; Persona
communication with William Sullivan via email.
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Slaughter Trail 3.0 to Conway Rivet mile 4.1

Leaving the James Lamb horsige, one will pass other evidence of settlement and land cultivation.
Rockfencesalong the trail often delineated propelityes. Rock piles which stand further downhill from the
trail are evidence of & cultivation.The soil was often very rocky and in order to grow crops, land owners had
to clear the soihind terrace the landOn the rigpt hand side of the trail, noteidence of gartidly collapsed,
rock-lined former outbuildingSoon after, the trabeginsa steep descent to the Conway River, thraughbries
of sharp switchbacks, swinging through a forest dominated by chestnft oak.

If it has rained recently, you Wisoon here the rushing waters of the @axy, well before you see ©n
both sides of the trail, look for rock terracing and other evidence of settlemsestiown in Image81While the
forest is now dominated by white pine, most of the land was cléargdazing and cultivation in the 1930%
mile 3.8 you reach a trail marker, denoting a river cros$dagtinue 0.3 milealong the Conway River Tralil

until the trail ends at the Conway River.

> TR 4

Conway ier.bgraph bySteven KendII.

Image b. Rock walls Iinintrail nea

8 vegetation Cover, 1986; Figure 7 shows a map of the circuit hike from Mile 1.8 to 4.1; Figur@shaw changes wegetation
from 1941 to 1986.
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Conway/Middle River Roalile 4.1 to Mile 5.1

To continue to Pocosin Hollow Trail from here, cross the Conway River where the trail fade¥ away.
Follow the trail to the right as it passe@®mentarilythrough private propertgndturns into a road designated as
Route 667, Middle River Road. Continue along Middle River Roddile 5.1.At mile 5.1, signs directing one
to Pocosin Hollow appear on the right. Follow the tfailabout 200 yards to its intersection with the Patosi

Hollow Trail on the left?°

Pocosin Hollow

Upon entering Pocosin Hollow, the topography and landscapansatically different from theolling
slopes and ridgelines of Lewis Mountain. The roakyeven terraiiis interspersed with a dense hardwood
forest and numerous streams flowing from all directions. A flood in June 1995 was responsible for most of the
|l andscape as it is today. An enor mous mu daut.sRodkd e
slides and downed trees created bstacle course of sorts along the stream bed and trails.

The flood had a number of consequences for the area. Most of tt&Simtlesof trail had to be
completely rerouted because it was washed out. The area became somewhat dangerous duettofthe threa
continued rock falls and downed trees during future storms. Lastly, the storm had a significant impact on the
historic sites and cultural landscape created by mountain residents. Much of the evidence of mountain
settlement in this area has been obsduny rocks, layers of silt and dead and rotting trees. Despite the effects
of the flood, one can still find reminders of the Pocosin community and by overlaying historic features with

currenttopographyglean an understanding of what the community lodikexdin its heyday’*

8 At some times of the year, the river will be too higlicial. Entering Pocosin Hollow from Pocosin Hollow Fire Road off of

Skyline Drive at between Miles 59 and 60 will be necessary.

% Figure 8 shows a map of the circuit hike from Mile 4.1 to 6.1

Pot omac Appalachian Trail QMauh ,s ofmT rCaiuln t 1 WCH eMenmipe ros aAsas il sa
http://www.patc.us/history/archive/flood.html
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Pocosin Hollow Trail Mile 5.2 t0 6.1

The first0.75mile sectionalong this trail is private property on both sides. Take care to be respectful of
the property owners. After 0.4 mildeok for two houses on the leftoBh are st up on a hill. This land was
once owned by Parker Shoals and unlike most of the surrounding area, was not condemned for inclusion in
Shenandoah National Pafkarker Shoalpurchasedhe land from_ucy J and Will R. Wood in April 1920.

Census records inchte he lived either here or neanigh his sister, Ada, from at least 1900 to 198& had
at least two sons, Wilbur and Otisost likely withEdna Shiflett, who lived closéut the census never records
them living togethet?

Based on historical tggraphic maps and tract assessments, it is possible that the second house once
belonged tdParker ShoalsA 1929 topographical map located a house at approximately the same location as
current day maps. Addi ti ona23footffame srlctré, withra ahingle aadks s e
metal roof. In the 1930s, the property was populated with a cove hardwood forest consisting of yellow poplar,
sycamore, birch and basswood, much as it is tdtay.

Continuing along the trail, go through a gate, folew gns f or A t-engeitHe paakibeeflyd 0O
at mile 5.7. For the next 800 feet, you are walking through the former property of Mittie Lee, Slineths
stretched beyond the Pocosin Stream to the lefapptbximately 1,500 feetp the steep spe of the mountain
totheright Whi |l e this area is outside the park bounda
the trail was condemneMlittie purchased this property on 28 May&®917 from her sister Amelia, nephew
Charlie and hisvife, Pearly.In 1927, there stood a small, one roonx1I5 foot log house with a board roof
and stone chimney%he tract assessment states that the house was-oecgied and census data from 1920

and 1930, places Mittie and her daughter Ada at appedgly this locationThe rather steep slope up the north

92 Figure 9 shows a map of the circuit hike from Mile 4.1 to 6.1; Figures41$how changes in vegetation from 1941 to 19865.

Bureau of the Census, 190030, Grene County. Ancestry.com; Parker Shoals Tract Assessment, Maps and Planning Office,
Shenandoah National Park; Engle and JanDajabase of Shenandoah National Park Land Re¢dBdsene County Birth Records,
http://www.kleinshiflett.com/shifletfamily/PSigene.html.

9 U.S.GeologicalSurvey. Fletcher quadrangle, Virginia [map], 1:24,000, 7.5 Minute Series, Washington, D.C.: USGS, 1999; U.S.
Geological Survey, Madison quadrangle, Virginia [map] 1:62,500, 15 Minute Series, Washington, D.C.; 1933; Elateynd
Database of Shenandoah National Park Land Recordgetation Cover, GIS Data, 192005.
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side of the property would not have been conducive to farming, but the cove hardwood forest of poplar, black
cherry, maple and birch could have been cleared for timber production as an additiome sourcé’

At mile 5.9, use caution when crossing Pocosin Creek for the first of five times.h&fivy rainfall, the
creek can béazardous to cross and even impass&uen after crossing the stream, look for eastern hemlock
trees identified byheir short, flat and narrow needli&e leaves which are dark green above and light green
below.Hemlock needles would often be brewed into a tea for treating ailments such as colds or fevers. At mil

6.1, the trail reenters the park for the remainder loé hike?

Pocosin Hollow Trail Mile 6.1 t@.6

The trail now passes through the former property of Minnie Taylor. Known history of the tract dates to
at least 1880 when Davis Lamb acquired 250 acres on 6 Ma3®a The property wadater transferred this
daughter Elizabeth as a gifh 5 July 1880.Minnie Taylor and her husband Preston purchased the former
property of her mother Elizabeth on 5 February 1909. Based on the 1927 asseti@eptoperty, there was
a one and a hatftory, 12x 21 footlog house with threeooms, a shingle roof and pestlar foundation
standing on the tract. The 1910 census shows Minnie and Preston, along with their three young children livir
in Pocosin Hollow but by 1920, she had moved to the Rapidan District aédea@ountylt is likely thatafter
her husbandds unt ishedeftthe plopeatyahd rdnted itout ® tedddte 0 |

Continuing along the trail, note the variety of hemlock, basswood, birch and sycamore mixed with

yellow poplar species. Itné 1930s, much of the land along the stream was left open from logging and in the

% Deed of Sale from Almetta, Charlie and Pearly Shoals to Mittie Lee Shoals, 28 March 1917, Greene County, Virginia, Deed Book
18, page 202. Clerk of the Ciri¢ Court Office, Stanardsville, Virginia; Mittie Lee Shoals Tract Assessment, Maps and Planning
Office, Shenandoah National Park; Engle and Jaribatgbase of Shenandoah National Park Land Recordgetation Cover, GIS

Data, 19412005.

®Land OwnerResor ce Centre and Sir Sanford Fleming College, AExte
1995, available online, http://www.Irconline.com/Extension_Notes_English/pdf/hmlick.pdf;

% Figure 10 shows a map of the circuit hike from Mile & B.6; Figures 144 show changes in vegetation from 1941 to 1986;

Minnie Taylor Tract Assessment, Maps and Planning Office, Shenandoah National Park; Deed of Gift, Davis Lamb and wife to
Elizabeth Lamb, 5 July 1880, Deed Book 6, page 682, Greene Cdfingfipia, Clerk of the Circuit Court Office, Stanardsville, Va;

Deed of Sale, Walter Lamb and wife to Preston Taylor, 5 February 1909, Deed Book 15, page 308, Greene County, Virgifiia, Clerk
the Circuit Court Office, Stanardsville, Va; Engle and JanBeyabase of Shenandoah National Park Land Recddds; Bureau of

the Census, 1910930, Greene County. Ancestry.com
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proces of being reforested. Betweerilen6.5 and 6.6 the trail cuts across the Pocosin stream Yvice.
Approximately 300 feet after the stream crossing, the trail crossetheaformer property of Hiram Taylor. He
owned a number of land tracts within Pocosin Hollow and along the southern slopes of Lewis Mountain, but
this particular one stretched up the mountain to the right side of the trail and down past the strebaft,to the
encompassing 39 acres. He acquired title to this particular property between 1910 and 1911 from various
surrounding property owners including John Scott and Cora Virginia Roach, and Thomas S. and Annie
Taylor®®

The initial 500 feet winds through@ve and then heads uphill along a sloping ridgehe 1930s,
chestnut oaks dominated the fordstt have largely been taken over today by cove hardwoods such as poplar
and sugar maple. As the trail continues uphill, the area to the right would havepeeegrazing land but
attempts at reforestation began as early as the late 1920s. Far up the mountain slope, tenant farmers once re
a hause here. The frame home stood stwey tall, was 1X 22 feet with tworooms, a paper roof and pipe flues
for achimney. It included a cellawhich ran he length of the house. An 8 x ) barn and & 12 log corn
crib supportedhe livestock and produce grown hére.

At mile 6.8 the trail enters the former property of Robert L. Taylor and begins to descepddosin
to the riverbedIn the 1930s, this area was a hub of activity with numerous road networks leading to
homesteads throughout thdlbw and up the mountain slop&&hile Robert Taylor lived a few miles south of
Pocosin Hollow, he hadt least twodnant familiediving on his propertyOne home was a 2618 foot, twe
story frame structure with four rooms, a metal roof, stone foundation and stone chimneys. The second house
was slightly smalle standing one and a halories tall with two rooms andeasuring 1 18 feet. A stone
foundation supported the frame and log finelong with two exterior stone chimneys number of
outbuildings supported the tenant farmers living here, includ2g8asquardoot barn with a 1% 6 foot shed,

a 8x 13 foot log corn house with sheds, & 82 foot hen house and a second smaller log Barmmrchard

"Vegetation Cover, GIS Data, 192005

% Hiram Taylor Tract 17a Assessment, Maps and Planning Office, Shenandoah National Park; Efaimeyatabase of
Shenandoah National Park Land Recqrds

9 Vegetation Cover, GIS Data, 192005; Hiram Taylor Tract Assessment, Maps and Planning Office, Shenandoah National Park;
Engle and Jannefpatabase of Shenandoah National Park Land Recgords
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including 222 applepne pear and seven cherry treesvided additional produce for home consumption as well
as supplemental inconiy sellingsurplus fruitat the local market®

The first house was located not far from the current daytteddre it passes over the Pocosin stream
Today evidence of former inhabitation in the area still remanefyding pieces to a wood stove, with the label
i Cr es c ehetpiecg shown imkageld was most kely the top to the burner and Image r2@y have
covered the oven door. Less than 50 feet from the wood stove, some sheet metal from an unknown source w
located above the ground, as showimiage 21 Two notchegods stancalong an abandonedad on the
propertyand may have marked property lines or fenced in an area for livestock, as shimageg2.

At mile 6.9, the trail crosses over the Pocosin stream for the final time before heading up the mountain
slopesand into Pocosin Hollow proper. Looking upstream to the right, much of the surrounding land was oper
grasslad in the 1930s due to heavy bar extraction. Today, it has been repopulated with poplar, basswood
and sugar maple, among others, as a typica bavdwood forest. The upper slopes have a higher
concentration of chestnut oak. Note the huge rocks and boulders which dot the landscape. When this area w
inhabited, mountain residents would often set apples on the rocks to dry in the bright $¢nlight.

At mile 7.0 and for the next 0.2 miles, the traderters the land once owned by Hiram Taylor and
briefly brushes through the wester nmeestértheRobenk.r o
Taylor land at Mile 7.2, the landscape soon gesno a forest dominated by chestnut oak. Within the next 500

feet, look down the slope of the mountain to the right. About 75 feet below the trail near the river, was once tt

previously mentioned tenantcupied homestead on the Robert Taylor propétty.

10y.s. Geological Survey, Madison quadrangle, Virginia [map] 1:62,500, 15 Minute Series, Washington, D.C.; 1933; Vegetation
Cover, GIS Data, 1942005; Robert L. Taylor Tract Assessment, Maps and Planning Office, Shenandoah National Park; Engle and
JanneyDatabase of Shenandoah National Park Land Regords
191 Our Mountain Work1918; Vegetation Cover, GIS Data, 192005.
192.S. Geological Survey, Madison quadrangle, Virginia [map] 1:62,500, 15 Minute Series, Washington, D.C.; 1933; Vegetation
Cover, GIS Data19412005; Historic Sites and Features, GIS Format, 2010. Maps and Planning Office. Shenandoah National Park,
Luray, VA.
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| Image B. Part ofa woodJurnlng stove possibly the top to the burner. Located near
abandoned road off of Pocosin Hollow Trail. Photograph by Author.

Imagel7. Piece of woocburnlng stove possmly the cover to the oven Located near
abandoned rad off of Pocosin Hollow Trail. Photograph Byeven Kendall.
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Imagel8. Piece of sheet metal located near wood stove remains. Near
abandoned road off of Pocosin Hollow Trail. PhotograpBteyen Kendall

] Imagel9. tched post aongside abaoroff of Pocsin Holo rail. '
Photograph by Author.
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Pocosin Hollow Trail % to 8.6

At mile 7.6, the trail winds through what was once extract woods owned by the Deford Company for th
consumption of bark for leather productidime company owned F7acres that once consisted of chestnut
trees, poplar, red oak and chestnut oaks tf&lesstnut leaves were a popular remedy by mountain families to
cure ailmentssuch as the whooping cough, by boiling the leaves into 8yethe late 1920%oth timbe
extraction and the chestnut blight had wiped out all of the chestnutToeks/, some of the chestnut and red
oaks, as well as poplar trees still survive in this &fea
While the company owned numerous tracts throughout the Blue Ridge, this pacmauilaas acquired
by Thomas Deford of Baltimore, Marylandtime 1890sUpon his death, the land was passed down to his two
sons Benjamin Franklin and Thomas Deford, Jr. Realizing the potential for great profit from lumber extraction
in the mountains, Defdr mov ed hi s totherf§henangoalsValleya €@September]l880
construction of the Deford Tannery in Luray, Virginia began and was completed by Augusita8Big) a
capacity to produce 1,000 hides per day, Deford was considered the langesy ta the state, if not in the
country. It was even heralded by theray Timeo f August 1890 as 1t*he fl arge
The great production capacity meant that at least 50 tons of bark riedmggtound daily. Local
wagon teamgjsuallyempbying men from the mountain or just below, would travel back and forth between the
extract woods and the tannery to deliver weekly enéekly supplies. By 1900, the Deford Company installed
their own bark mill to accommodate such grgadntities Unfortunately the depression of the 1930s, coupled
with the loss of their extract woods when their land was condefonéue parkforced the company into a sale
through bankruptcy?®
Two homedocated on the Deford property in Pocosin Hollow housed tenantsnwhblikely worked
in the extract woods. The first dwelling was a four room, one and a half 5oty 8 foot metaroofed, log

and weatheboarcedhome with stone and brick capped chimneys and a solid, stone foundation. Various

193 Figure 10 shows a map of the circuit hike from Mile 6.1 to 8.6; Figurestishow changes in vegetation from 1941 to 1986;
Recolletions,76; Vegetation Cover, GIS Data, 192005; U.S. Geological Survey, Madison quadrangle, Virginia [map] 1:62,500,
15 Minute Series, Washington, D.C.; 1933; Historic Sites and Features, GIS Format, 2010.

1% pan Vaughnluray and Page County Revisitdthages of America, (Charleston: Arcadia Publishing, 2008), 36.
1%5yvaughn,Luray and Page County Revisite’B
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outbuildings including 46 x 42 foot log and metal roofed barn, 48 foot log corn criblog chicken house
andlog spring house supported the family living here. Another one and a half story log house located much
further from the trail measured ¥&2 feet andncluded thre rooms and a shingle roof. A log meat houses 18
20 foot tobacco barspringhouseandog st abl e provided storage spac:é¢
livestock!®®

Subtle reminders remain today to tell of the®bustling, active woods. Atila 8.3, where the trall
extends back to connect to the Pocosin Hollow Fire Road, are remnants of one of the previously mentioned
tenant homes. The 1929 topographical map of this area shows that this home was occu@medthpadson to
the 1920 census suggeststilhavas inhabited by the Jack Samuelsiily. Jack is listed as renting a home
along Pocosin Hollow road with his witdlie and two young daughters, whikeo r ki ng i n t he i
as a day laborer in 192Broperty records indicate his brothers aadsus records verify his brothers Cicero
and Panny Samuels lived nearby. Additionally, the Samuels family had a long tradition of living $smPoco
Hollow, datingat least to the early 1800sh e n  grandfatifesMeshaahas born in the Hollow®’

At theintersection after iite 8.3, stay to the right and the trail merges with the Pocosin Hollow Fire
Road. About 300 yards after the intersection, the trail enters the former property of Reuben. BreegeB
shows a portion of this trail sectioflthough Reuben Breeden was listed as the property owner when this land
was condemned, some confusion over the true ownership led the state to adséadtes ofand to Ciceo

SamuelsDeed records confirmed that Cicero obtained the tract as@ng® Mach, 1919 from J.M. Samuels

and wife and Ethel and Ashby Turn&wo acres of this property had begimenby Ci cer o6s par e

1% peford Company Tract Assessment, Maps and Planning Office, Shenandoah National Park; Reed aridhiabasg,of

Shenandoah National Park Lane¢&brds.

197y.S. Geological Survey, Madison quadrangle, Virginia [map] 1:62,500, 15 Minute Series, Washington, D.C.; 1933; Historic Sites
and Features, GIS Format, 2010; U.S. Bureau of the Census12900Greene County, Ancestry.com. Personal Commuricatio

with Jean Samuels via email.
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and Melissa Ann Samuel® between July 1905 and 196 the Episcopal Churdor 25 dollarsfor the

purposes of estalshingthe UpperPocosin Missiort®®

Image . Pocosin Hollow Fire Road at Mile 8.8hoto bySteven Kendal.
As the trail approachesila 8.5, glance to the lef trail to the left leads pashé remnants of the Upper

Pocosin Episcopal Mission, includj the mission workegdiome and the chapethich still stand The two

room frame house closest to the trathich housed the Towles sisters, is showhmage24. In front of the

house, an earthen depression is visiblenage 5. Here, the clothing ireauonce stoodwhich supported the

local families in need Walking further down the trail, remains of the stone chapel become more visible. The

stone stepshown inimage &, and portions of the storfeundation and chimney shovn Image Z are all hat

remain today of the chapélo the right, a cemetery holds the graves of at least eight former members of the

Pocosin Hollow community.

1% v/arious sources report different spellings of the names Meshack (including Mecale, Michael and Mechach) and Melisspa (Milisiar
The names Meshack and Melissa appear to be most common and easily identifiable.

199 Reuben BreedeTract Assessment, Maps and Planning Office, Shenandoah National Park; Dinéislenick W. Nevel19;

Personal communication with Jean Samuels via email.
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Image 4. Remai ns o Mi ssion Wor ker s.06 Home
Photograph by author.

Image 2. Depession in the ground whetiee clothing bureau once stood.
Photograph by author.

n
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Image 3. Stone steps which once supported the massive stone frame of the Upper
Pocosin Mission Chapel. Photograph by author.

Around the turn of the 2bcentury, the arearound the mission was flat, open grassland, used for
grazing and farming purposes. Behind the cemetery, the Samuels family home once stood, a 16 x 20 foot, th
room log house, with a shingle roof. A large, 16 x 45 foot log and frame barn along \mitlotéigr
outbuildings and an orchard with 32 fruit trees once stood nearby. Reforestation efforts began as early as the
late 1930s and by the 1980s, the entire area was covered with chestnut oak. Today, the area around the mis

also has a concentratiofiblack cherry, red maple and white asf.

Pocosin Hollow Trail 8 to Slaughter Trail

Approximately300 yards after turn off for South River Trdlie Pocosin Hollow Fire Roaghtes
former property ofSally and Luther Kite. Figure 10 shows a maphig trail section. The Kite property
extended from the top of the Blue Ridge down to Pocosin Run and included 448 acres, 24 of them on the

Rockingham County side of the mountain. The Kites resided on the Rockingham County side where they

10 Fjgure 11 shows a map of the circuit hike from Mile 8.6 to 9.6; Figurestlshows changes ingetation from 1941 to 1986;
Vegetation Cover, GIS Data, 192005; Reuben Breeden Tract Assessment, Maps and Planning Office, Shenandoah National Park;
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