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ABSTRACT
Title of Thesis: Colonia Incognita: The Formation of Chinatown,
New York City, 1850-1890
Henry Tom, Master of Arts, 1975

~

Thesis directed by: Edward K. Muller, Assistant Profes:s

The genesis of ethnic areas in ciiies is attributed to the process of
residential concentration. For the Chinese experience in New York, how-
ever, it eme:r z2nce of 1 n occurred throt 1 the concentra »n of
institutiong. A rapid influx of Chinese into this northern industrial city
followed by an occupational speéialization in laundries -- the coterminous
place of work and residence -- resulted in their widespread distribution.
This spatial pattern prevented a residential concentration of the Chinese,
who possessed a great cultural variance from the indigenous population.
‘The migrational objective of returning to China with their accumulated
earnings gave rise to the sojourning nature of Chinese migrants and its
attendant detached status of migration without wives or families. These
conditions generated a desire among the migrants to preserve their cultural
identity, incurring a heavy reliance on things Chinege. In response,
Chinatown had formed by 1880. Initially, a conc ration of service and
social institutions which fulfilled the socio-cultural needs of the dispersed
Chinese population, Chinatown eventuslly became the basis tor Chinese

residential concentration.
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CHAPTER I

FORMATION OF ETHNIC AREAS IN NORTHERN
INDUSTRIAL CITIES

S u " of Purpose

In the study of American urbanization, the emergence of ethnic
areas is recognized as a significant component of the northern indusirial
city. Recent work has explored the origins of black and Europesn

im1 grant neighborhoods; >nceptvally, howev , wich«"rtsf = to

account for the genesic of Chinese areas in many of the same cities.

China-

Unlike other ethnic enclaves formed by residential concentration,
stitutions. . .als

towns apparcntly emer~z2d through the concentration of ing

‘4

premise is evalnated by studying the formeation of Chinatown in Mew Yor

city.

Conceptual w7t

e

pas int

No formal theory exists for the forraation of ethinic area TG

American indausrrial city, TFundamental to an understanding of ethiic arca

formeation, however, is the distinction belween cause und process.  Alihouyn

- . e Y €Y gy G N NN ey ey ey pp b At
clogely related, causes are not processed: Lhe reasonse for whiy 2vo not ihe
vocism and the occuputionnt 2oioeintion

way  1n which otimic aveas form. Rocism
and Buropean immigrant arcas, difiec

of regidenc e, the cousen (or black

from regideaiicl concentration, their common process of formation,


















The Chiaese Experience

There are no studies which deal with the formation of a Chinatown
as an ethnic area in the northern industrial city. The history of this group
in America as well as a personal knowledpge of the‘Chinese, however,
suggest that neilher the black nor the European immigrant experiences can
explain Chinatown's evolﬁtion. Racism did not confine the Chinese to a
specific area in the city, as it did with blacks. Violeni and overti discrimina-
tion ¢ aingt Chinese wi generally lir “'ed to the West and/or cccurred prior
to the appearance of substantial numbers of Chit se on the ¢ cerol !
Morecover, if Chinese were predominantly enrrdged in laundry work and
lived in or near their laundries, which had a ubiquitous distributien, then
the occupaticnzl orientation of residences, which clustered Buropea
immigrants would not have concentrated the Chinese, but rather dispersed
them.

China” wn =~ t¢ wy1 5 only a residential rea, but also a focal point
providing services and supplies to all the Chinese in the cilty and its
environsg, The residential funciion of Chinatown, which includes a subiieniial
proporiion of the Chinese population, is a recent development of the pass
~

fifieen years.” These facts suggest that Chinatown may have giarizd as a

¢ rationale is baced on the reiutionship

&

service center., Thz undeorlyin
Letween the dispersed disteibution of the Chinese, duc io the orepoatora oo
of Chinese woilting nad living In laundries, and lhelr great cultural differences

frown the peruiation ay Large,






TABLE 1

CHINESE POPULATION (1850—1 820)

Year Total . Male Female
Number Percent Number Percent

1850 758 756 99 2 -
1860 . 565 R 85 1, 7¢ 5
1870 63, 254 58, 688 93 4, 566 7
1880 195, 465 100, 686 96 4,779 4
1860 107,483 103, 620 96 3, 863 4
Source: U.S. Censusg Data; Dobie, Charles C., San Froncisco's

Chinalown, Londeon, New York: D. Appleton-century Co.,

1936, p. 32.
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Chinese would have a dispersed distribution. This intensified the need of
the Chinese for their own institutions. Attendant to the development of
this dispersed Chinese distribution would be a nodal clustering of Chinese
insﬁtutions in response to the socio—culturai needs of the widespread

dispersion of Chinese.
Methodology

The formation of the Chinatown in New Yorik city provides an oppor-
tunity - te: this hypothesis. Th: C itov was ¢ sen because it has
traditionally been the largest one on the east coast and is located within 2
northern industrial city. The study period (1850-1890) begins when Chinczc
were first recognized and recorded as permanent residents of the city and
ends when the Chinese Consolidated Benevolent Association, the quintessence
of Chinese instituticns in New York city, was granted a state charter. Study.
bevend this point concerns itself with growth and developmernt rather than
the formational phase of New York's Chinatown.

Manuscripts for several federal and a state census of porulatlicn
provide the hasic resideniial and cccupationa! data. Supplemeniing this
information ave city and bhusiness directories, contemporary newspapars
and periodicals, county incorporation records, and histories of New Yorn
Gty end the Chinese I Aroevica,
essentiol peoblon of data has been one of sarvival,  Untoviun toly.,

nanuscripis for the New York Stale

P

SR B L.
23 SRR NG ALE FCH ATISIREY




Census of Population for 1865 and 1875 appear to no longer exist. No state
census was taken tfor 1885, and only the puklished federal census for 1880
could be used, since its manuscﬁpts were destroyed by fire. Special note
should be made concerning the two enumerations for New York city during
1870. The first enumeration was used because of its evident accuracy
gince the second enumercation was made not for demographic but political

reasons.

istributior 1 terns and occupational ti 1w of tt Chinese B
derived from the census manuscripts. .ais involves the systematic and
complete review of the manuscripts for nan sex, conjugal status,

location, occupation, and country of birth. The main problem was thitl
actual residences of individuals could not be located until 1885, f{or the
earlier federal census did not list addresses and many Chinese weve noel
recorded in city directories. In addition, maps did not exist for the loca-
tional criieria set forth by the manuscripts. Manuscr for 1850, 13060,
and 1870 gave the Jocation of people by ward and the election district witiun
cach werd. The New York Board of Elections retained only descriptions or
election districts from 1870 on. Therefore, boundary descriptions of
election districts froin newspapers were used. Business directories indi-
ate the mumbers of Chinese laundries and their locations. Crogs refevenco
of census marusceipts with business dircetories determined the relationsiny

Letween the place of work and the place of residence. The ingtilutional
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attraction of Chinatown for the Chinese is disclosed by newspapers and

various contemwiporary sources,












CHAPTER I1
MOVEMENT OF CHINESE TO AND WITHIN
NORTH AMERICA

Introduction

ration of Chinese to New York city occurred in two

geogfaphical movements: the migration of Chinese to California and their
subsequent spread to the east coast. The geographical origin and objectives
of this migration strongly influenced the emergence of Chinatown. The

ilarity of geographic or 1 re >01 .ble for ati asplan 1 s;
of social organ’ ation prevalent in most Chinese set’’ :ments throughout the
United States. At the same time, the migrational objective w: o rn
money to bring back to China. This non-permanent nature of Chinzse
migration gave rise to a detached status, which characterized the almost
all-male Chinese population in the United States. Moreover, it is this
detached status that influenced the pattern of Chinese urban settlement in

the east.
Geographic Origin: Kwangtung Province

Traditionally, overseas migrations originated from one part of Chins,
the vegicn formed by the provinces of Kwongwung and Fukien, Their orienta-

vion to e sercdistinguished thern as o major maritime district, and led o a

dorinant pattern or oceanic migration. Accordingly, when prompted and
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attracted by significant events in the mid-nineteenth century, the region
recurred as a major source of overseas migration; people from I'ukien
went to Latin America, while Chinese migrants to America came over-
whelmingly from Kwangtung.

The locatic ~ and topographical features of the Kwangtung /Fukien
region encouraged its maritime activities. Kwangtung is located on ti
southern coast of China, while Fukien comprises the southeast coast.

This is a region generally marked by steep slopes, rocky terrain, and &

mall pe zen of ™ at High population densities ade farming
quite intensive. Nautical activities were facilitated by m :rous natui
harbors along a lengthy coastline generously endowed with timber lor ship-
building. Under these favorable circumstances, the ports of both provinces
acquired a reputation for maritime commerce and fishing.

The region occupied a strategic locati;m at the nautical gateway Letween
China and the rest of Asia. Since earliest antiquity, the physical geograniny
of China has protected and enabled her to r¢  ain seciuded fr< the rest of
the world. Maseive mountain ranges in the we °, 3d nearly a thousand
imiles of desert in the north insured security and privacy on land; wvast
oceans in the east and to the south completed the sanctuary of China. L For
centuries, thicoe physical bavricrs winimized China's external refalions.
Westorm access 1o China wias gained elther by land, the arduous Imperic!

Silk Roaa in northieen China or through the South China Sea to Kwangtung

and its adjoining province Fukiew (see Mup 1),
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Map | CHINA: SOUTH AND SOUTHEASTERN COASTAL PROVINCES
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Of the two provinces, Kwangtung had definite advantages over
Fukien in maritime endeavors and inigrational matters, Kwangtung had
the first and longest relationship ‘with Buropean nations. Such iritercourse
occurred through Kwangtung's great port of Canton which was tlie focal
point of not only the province, but tI entire re¢ “on. = >cated 90 miles
inland from the South China Sca, Canton lies at the confluence of three
major rivers of the interior. Consecuently, the port became one of the
principal commercial centers of China and the largest city in southern

211

Yoreign influence and trade made the people -ound Canton ¢ ife
susceptible to oversesas migration, a proneness reinforced by Caston's
exclusive exposure to the West. Early contacts in the elghteenih century
vesulted in the closing of all Chinese ports to Westerner witl the exc tion
of Canton. 2 China sought to control wesiern influence by restriciing access
to her borders. ¥#or nearly a century, only Canton maintained trade with
the West under the administration and control of the Chinc merciant
trade guild, known as the Cohong.

In the mid-nineteenth cenlury, other ports developed in Kwargtung,
When China losi {the Opium War (1837-18642) to Greal Britain, additionac
poirts were opened to oreign irade. The provisions of the Trosty of
Nanking (1842 coeded 2o tie British the iidand of fHong Kong. t Laler, In
celared the independsuce of the port of Maceso. Tha

. 4 P M - AN ey Y p o
1849, the Porwguesc ¢

thiree interacticonal ports of Canton, Macao, and Tlong KKong {orined the
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- . gverseas migration, f i { e :
puclend for ov g » foreign trade, and external influence. It

was from the environs Of this nucleus that the Chinese migration to America

emanated.

Chinese migrants to America originated from On]_y seven of I{\Vang-.

' o 5 o
tung's seventy-two distrigts, These districts are located in the central

part of the province around the port of Canton. The three districts of Shun

Tak, Nam Hoi, and Pung Yu are collectively known as Sam Yup (Three

Districts), and the four districts of Toishan, Hoi Ping, Yan Ping, and Sun

Wui are joir 1 ‘red to as 1 ol rict | T it

rather remarkable that one district alone, Toishan, accounts for approxi-

ip o ;. b 1- N s . .
motely haif the total number of migrants from the seven districts {see

Map 2}. In short, this means that half the Chinese in the United States

originated from a place equivaient {¢ the size of o county, the remaining

half were rrom the surrounding ccunties.

inextricably bound to geographical locality was the social organization

of Kwangtung. Since the overwhelming majority of w 2 ame from tb-

province, the adaptive dnd modified social organization of Chinese in

America strongly reflected that of Kwangtung. This commonality of geog-

raphical origin and ils consequent similarities in social organization

permitted the rapid consolidation and cohesive unity of Chinese &<

Fed iy gy b
; Cothienerie)

H e g b I
i America. o

)

Ay i ey Tt . oy jes - . [T ) :
nounGeY stundumg o e sociul siruciure of the Chiness

Americe ea bogins vith 1te foundations o the scciat organization of

Kwangiung.
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Map 2 KWANGTUNG PROVINCE
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distinction is one of intent. Immigration usually refers to the movement of
people for the purpose of changing permanent residence, and implies that
families move together or soon follow to join those who had migratéd
earlier. Unlike many immigrants, the Chinese had no desire to make
their move permanent. 14 Young Chinese men seeking economic relief
came without wives or families (supporting them with financial remittances)
and fully intended to return home upon earning and saving a sufficient !
amount of mone'y which would enable them to live comiortably in China.
~1e bt is of th laborn ic 1 stsonj} ‘“iodic economic stri in
China. During adverse times, overseas r zration was predominantly fromn
the Kwangtung /Fukien region. The founda’;ion of this migrational | »rpeusity
begins with the causes that induced migration from China.

The primary cause directly responsible for the Chinese migration to
the United States has been attributed to the Taiping Rebellion (1848-1865).

It should be peted that this uprising was the culmination of a number of

v

weially in southiern

(

forces which by themselves could have promote £
China, the initial movement of the peasantry to the coast and then oversess.
But, it was the immmediate and dramatic effects of war that tended to define
shorply and hagten the process.

Ag the mid-nineteentll century approached, conditions in China were
conducive to robellion, The acmestic tranquility of the elghieenth century,
along with an increcsed food supply theongh the cultivation of more land and

the use of new crops, especially cariler-ripening varieties of vice from
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Kwangtung alone, seventy-five thousand people were executed during the

L,

suminer of 1855. 19 Aside from the numbers killed in this almost

successful rebellion, the devastétion of homes, crops, and irrigation
works with the resulting ruin, poverty, and famine accountzd for an
enormous cost in life. Trafically, these effects of the Taiping Rebellion
became worse than the conditions that produced it, and gave rise to
migration from southern China. The impelling effects of this internal
strife, commencing in 1848, lasted seventeen years.

wonternporar n h Taipitr Rebell 1a: " last 3 fc = > ne
period of time, a number of external forces drew migrants from southern
China. Initially, the majority of Chinese attracted to America came for
gold, which was discovered in California during 1848. Under the conditious
of the gold rush, the scarcity of labor in California's frontier commurities
became quite acute. Chinese began 1o journey to California in response to
this tremendous den d for labor. The more reliable opporiunities for

[Nl

labor soon replaced the precarious naturc of gold mining. In this manner,
e , . . . ' . s 20
the Chinese hoped to achieve their basic economic objectives.

Oceanic transportation companices also promoted the Chinese migration
tn California. Their ships carried the news of gold and circulated literature

91

avd information expounding the opportunities of alifornia. In addition to
tronzporiing passengers, these companies Murnished necessary supplies

from flonolulu and Fong Kong becausge they eould be obtained quicker irom

thege places (han the 228t cowst of the United States. Many ships come to
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enterprises.

Chinese migrants arrived principally at San Francisco, the major
entrepot of the California goldfields. The first Chinese in San Francisco
were merchants, who came prior to the discovery of gold to carry on the
China trade. With the city's rapid expansion during the gold rush, these

srchan  began o] ‘atir'lg wholesale and retail stores for both Chinese
migrants and the general public. 25 The majority of Chinese lived and
worked in the goldfields, although they were small in number and scattered
throughout the mining camps. The scattered pattern of Chinese in the gold-

fielc be in to change 11! .. Intl : year, ~w, the first mut

u6

It was a territorial ngsoci-

aid and benevolent association, was o1 amnized.
ation for the cntire geographical region of Kwangtung, from which the
majoiity of Chinese migrated. Besides furnishing food, shelter, and icols
for the newly arrived Chinese, this organization coordinated transportation
to and arranged for work in the mines. Such negotiations had a consolidating
effect on Chinese setticment within the goldfields. Concentration was also
promoted by the propengity of Chinese from particular d :ric Kwang -
tung to live and work together in California. Such similar geographical
origins in Kwangtung usually designated kinship. Chinese also came
togother o8 workers {or Chinese mining companies or as joint cocperative
20

AL IUATEAEY

The ditveasions o!f (ic pattern of concentration at the geldlields

increascd. In 1821, thero were approximately 2, 760 Chinesc in Caillornia;

[






TABLE 2

CHINESE POPULATION

sSar Francisco C=lifornia Trited States

Year Number Percent of Numwuer Percent of
State Country

1860 2,719 8% 34, 935 98% 35, 565
1870 030 b 49, 310 78% 63,254
1880 21,745 29% 75,132 71% 1 465
1890 25, 833 36% 72, 472 67% 107, 438
1900 13, 954 30% 45, 753 58% 89, 863
Source: Compiled by Henry Tom from: Lyman, Stanford M., "Strangers

in the City, "' Tachiki, Amy, et al (eds.),

Ro~ts,

The Regents

of the University of California, 1971, p. 166; Various Censuses
of Population,









CHINESE POPULATION { REGIONS AND St ECTED STAT S
{1850-1820)
1850 1860 1870 30 1890
Number % Number % mber - % umber % Number %
United States 758 100 35, bod 100 63,254 100 15, 465 100 107,488 1060
Cealiforuiz 660 871 34, 935 98 « 316 78 75,132 71 72,472 67
Kegions
Wast 662 37 35, 361 99 2,418 99 101, 601 6 98, 326 91
North Central 5 1 15 - 10 - 813 1 2,351 2
South 42 6 43 ~ 667 1 1, 450 1 703 -
Nor east 49 6 146 - 158 - 1, 01 2 6,108 6
New York 34 4 77 - 29 - 909 1 2,935 3
Source: Various Censuses of Pepulation

W
[8)]
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TABLE 4

URBAN POPULATION GROWTH

Year Chinese Chinese Percent Chinese Percent U.S.
Population Urban Population  Urban Population Urban Population

1860 35, .35 2,719 20

1870 63, 254 18,068 29 26

1880 105, 465 35, 794 34 28

16 2 107, 488 7, 503 35

1900 89, 863 65, 092 ’ 72 40

1910 71, 531 54, 331 76 46

1920 61,639 50, 008 81 51

1930 74, 954 65,778 38 5¢

1940 77, 504 70,226 91 o

1850 117, 629 109, 434 93 ' 64

1960 198, 958 190, 870 ' 96 70 %
1970 382, 735 369, 729 { 4 %

¥Inciudes Alaska and Hawaii, all other figures refer to contiguous
United diates,

Note: Prior io 1950, « number of large densely seitled places were
not nctuded ws neban becauvse they were not incorporated.

Source: Corapiied by feney Tom {rora: United States Depaviment of
Comirus res, Bureau of the Census, Statigtical Abstroot of
the United Stores 1978, », 17, G, PO, Wasghington, . C,

LV S U ~7

1970 ward, Dovid, Clucs and Iiwuigrents, New York:

Oxfnvrd University Press, p. 6; Various Censuses of
Population,
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of washing and cooking. A few Chinese had realized the potential cppot -
tunities for labor and stayed in San Francisco to establish themselves in
such work. It has been estimated by by 1852 there were approximately

3, 000 Chinese in San Francisco working as laundrymen, cooks, grocers,

38 . . . 39

and butchers. In 1866, half the owners of cigar factories were Chineasge.
By 1870, one out of every four Chinese in California lived in San Francisco
(see Table 2). Sixty-four percent of all laundrymen and woolen workers,

40 This predominance of

and 92 percent of all cigar makers were Chinese.
C inese > re oy 1 sl tr 1ti-Chine agi  on from the gold-
fields to the labor markets associated with urban manufacturing and :rvices
in San I'rancisco.

A predominance of Chinese labor in San Francisco's manufacturing
sector revived anti-Chinesc bchavior. Inflajmed by the sand-lot oratory of
Denis Kearney, the zenith of this action occurred in the west during the
1870's. In the early part of this decade, the general depression in the
United States and financial collapse of maz " el altt il and mining
interests generated labor problems. The tfans—continental railroad per-
mitted the west to be flooded by eastern goods and workers. Completion of
this major overland link had also releaged a huge labor force. At a time
when work was scarce, Chinese labor thrived and zoon suffered the conse-
quences,  Harsh treatment and violence forced the Chinese to look east.

With tt  exccption of seamen engaced in the China trade, celatively

few Chincsz lived in or zver had cny exposure to the east coast pricr io
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1870 (see Table 3). The conspicuous absence of Chinese in the east resulted

from the inertia of the we¢ : as the initial region of Chinese work and setile-

ment, the deficiency of overland transport livks between the east and the

west coast, Chinese unfamiliarity with the east, and the lack of demand for
iir labor-,

Recognizing the Chinese labor potential, a few eastern employers
began importing Chines laborers in 1870. Calvin T. Sampson contracted
the first group from San Francisco to work in his shoe factory at North
Adanr . Massachusettis in "ane. 41 ikes bythe K 1 of 7. Crispin
forced Sampson to seek an alternate labor source. After unsuccessful
attempts to recruit white labor, Samj} »in resorted to the Chinese. Sev 1t
five Chinese laborers came to North Adams via the recently completed
trans-continential railroad. The apparent succes of the North Adams
experiment demonsirated that it was feasibl_e and profitable to emploey
(" ‘nese. Three months later, Captain Jaimes B. Hervey, following the
precedent and advice of S. n, intre i of Tfhinese laborers
into his laundry at Bellévilie, New Jersey. 42 T  :se favorable oulcomes
further influenced the appearance of Chinese at Beaver Falls, Pennsylvania
two years later. Here, Chinese luborers worked in the Beaver Falls
49
Cutlery Corapoaay., ™
some white wockingimen iaterureted the presence of Chinese laboceny
at. 44

in the east ad an economic thre Chinese labor was not cheap; lov

cxample, both Sumpson end Hervey maode original investinents of $10, 600
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as John Jacob Astor's "mandarin".l In 1807, an embargo on American
foreign shipping had been established. Astor, a New York merchant,
overcame the restriction by gaining presidential permission on grounds of
international comity for returning a stranded, but very prominent mandarin
home to China. Actually, this mandarin - a -t V7 g Chong - was quite
an ordinary man, but there was nothing ordinary about the profit of $200, 000,
made by this voyage.

Other Chinese visitors to New York city have been noted. In 1309, a
Chinese juestrian was employed as a stage performer; . year later,

2
Wong Arce of Canton came to work for a merchant.” One notion of China-
town's origin involved the burning of the Chinese junk, Ki-Ying, anchored in
New York harbor during 1840. 4 Supposedly, the Chinese seamen and a dog
jumped from the ship and swam to shore. This seems hardly the casge.
The Ki-Ying did rnct stop in New York uatil September, 1847 and no fire wag
reporied. It continued on to Trovidence, Rhode {sland in November and
finally reached Liondon in March of 1848." Vrior to the mid-nine ernth
centitry, occagional visits exemplified the iransient nature of Chinese contact
with New York city.

The federai census first recorded the presence of Chinese at New York
in 1a5C, Hindicated the regidence of 20 Chinese in gix wards at the southoin
portion of Manhaitan istond (sce Map 3). Judging Uy ward locavion, the
Chinese digtribonion weg orienfed towards the dock areas.  This vricntation

seems reasonable since ol the Clhinese mien were marirers,  The nuiober
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of Chinese living in each dwelling and the spatia] arrangement of these
nouses by their order of visitation during the census indicated no definite
focal point of concentration (see Table 5).

The China trade accounts for the presence of these Chinese inhabi-
tan in 1850. After the Revolutionary War, the colc "l ystem in which
New York and other ports operated successfully, was disrupted. Due to
the American victory, Yankee vessels were barred from trade in the British

West Indies. A proposed substitute was trade with China. On February 22

1 34, the Empress of Chin= left New York for the _pi, . < ng st

around the Cape of Good Hope and through the China Sea, she reached

7

Macao on August 23, 1874, Her return to New York yielded a profit of

$30, 000 and thereby initiated the China trade. 8 Although by the beginning
of the nineteenth century other ports equalled New York's volume of China
trade, New York remained the leader since the vessels from the other

ports would dispc :c¢f b r China cargoes in New York for the higher

prices. Ships engaged in trade with China occ  {onally employed Chinese

cearnen. At times, some of the Chinese seamen would live in New York,

Thesce itinerani settlers would reside in small groups :nerally dispersed

and behind the great waterfront strip on South strect. 10 1t was the

along

ruoin ariery of Konhatlan's waterfrent and ran puralle) along the walor's

cdge from the Dattery ol the very tip of lower Manhotten up 0 Walnub slvcol,

and traversed words one, two, four, and seven,



TABLE 5

1850 CENSUS DATA FOR CHINESE IN W YORK CIT

Chinesge Cccupation ard umber Percent Ward ouse Number Number
order of visitation

i% Linale) Seamen i 5 25 1 381 . 3
1 (femasale) cusewife 2 1 5 1 403 2
T 4 2 10 2 135 i

20 Totel
5 2 10 4 515 2
6 4 20 5 730 2
7 6 30 6 187 4
T 7 1, 074 6

20 100

20

Source: 1330 Census of Populaticn Schedules

6%
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By 1855, the Chinese resident population increased to 33. The 6 ward
distribution of Chinese at the lower end of Manhattan in 1850 was reduced
to just three wards (see Map 3). 4The orientation of distribution :ll
appears to be towards the waterfront. Although Chinese remain principally
mariners, a diver 'fication in occupations is evident froxﬁ e pearance
of cigar makers and peddlers, and boardinghouse keepers (see Table 6).

A convergence in residential pattern is explained by the presence of
three Chinese boardinghouses. They are all located in one ward and housed
over 60 ] 1t of the total Chinese population. Although such places
primarily served Chinese seamen, they also boarded Chinese cigar makers
and peddlers. Chinese boarding-houses provided the Chinese with the
cultural ameni 32s of newspapers, pericdicals, books, groceries and other
goode, L fcting as focal points, these boarding-houses attracted Chinese
to ward four, which contained 88 percent of the total number of Chinese in
the city (see Table 6). Underlying this trend of convergence through the
attraction of the hosarding-house is the premise tl : a basic de re for
pcople of the same culture living in a for'eigri country to associate with one
another. In addition to the advantages of food and l: guage, mutual aid and

T

vaderslanding for their pacticular customs, needs, and problems were also
icnporiant in corgiregaling peopie of the same culture.
The cccupntional stracture of the Chinese at this time was also

conducive o o convergence In residential location. To the Chirese seaman,

the semi-permanent residence at a Chinese boarding-house near the docks,



TA LE 6

1855 CENSUS DATA FOR CHINESE IN D YORK CITY

Percent of ercent of House No. T¥louse
Chinese  Cceupation Ward Ward Total C inese Ward Election E. btal Chinese = ard :)ction in order of otal
Total Pepula Hn Disirict Tc opulation itrict Visitation
16 Sea en 3 3 9 3 4 3 9.5 3 4 301 3
0 eddlere 4 29 88 4 1 5 15.0 4 1 80 6]
3 Cigarimakers 7 1 3 4 2 11 33.0 4 2 50 11 (BH,
33 100
3 Boardir house ' 4 3 10 30.0 4 3 109 1
weeperd
i Ter Store ' 4 5 3 8.5 4 3 202 3 {BH
i Clerk 7 5 4 3 222 6 (BH
93 Total (Al niule) 33 100.00
' 4 5 22 2
4 5 70 1
7 5 69 1
33

#3 = Chinese Bosardingh' se

1S

Scurce: 1855 New Yerk State Census of Poy  ation Schedules















retained only 31 percent. The adjacent ward six contained 44 percent of
the total. The remaining 25 percent of the Chinese were distributed among
several wards nerth of ward six (see Maps 3 and 5, Table 8). In ward
four, the cluster of 19 Chinese in the fifth election district reflected the
earlier paitern, since it was tt same area as in 1860 (see Table 8).
Within ward six, a Chinese boarding-house housed 20 Chinese. The
location of 18 other Chinese in its immediate vicinity again points to the
nodal attraction of the Chinese boarding-house (see Table 8). As in 1860,

samen pi1 Jo  na  1in the :cluste 3,  ~» wi tb re-appearance of
cigar makers and peddlers.

Unlike earlier years, a proportion of the Chinese r¢ ded outside

the main clusters, apparently because of differences in occupations. A
group of domestic servants, waiters, and a cook lived throughout the six
wards north of ward six, where people could afford to pay for such services,
Presumably, as indicated by a " cation apart from the main body of Chincese
in the city, a handful of Chinese (doctor, druggist, female housel :per,
two men) in ward fifteen were also serving a higher class clientele.

According to the 1870 population census manuscripts, Chinese did

not occupy the present location of Chinatown within ward six. Chinese were

regiding, howey ) in the adjacent arvea ([ith clection district of the sisih
word, wee Map 8)0 Albough these manuscripts did not lisy addvesses, they

recorded the progence of o single Chinese boardn  ~house in this fifth

~
.

cleciion dicirict of the sivth ward, During the previous year, a newsprper



TABLE &

1870 CENSUS PATA FOR CEHINESE IN NE  YORK CITY

e n . S

Percent of zent of House No.
Suinsse Cecagpation YWard Ward Total Chi :se Ward Election E.D. 11 Chinese Ward Eleciion in order of House
Total Populati | District Tc¢ i1 _, ulation Dis rict Vis ation Total
'6 Cigarvimahers 4 27 31 4 4 1 1 4 92 1
7 Seammen § 38 44 4 5 19 22 4 5 12 7
0 Servants 14 2 2 4 6 6 7 4 5 14 8
4 15 6 7 4 7 1 1 4 5 15 4
5 i7 2 2 6 5 38 44 4 6 65 1
2 19 4 5 14 6 2 2 4 6 66 1
2 None 20 5 15 6 6 7 4 6 70 3
1 Housekeeper 21 3 3 17 11 2 2 4 6 215 1
87 100
] Druggist ie 6 1 1 4 7 121 1
] Doctor i8 7 2 2 8 5 12 1
! H el ook 19 20 1 1 6 3 13 2
J
Clerk z2u i1 1 1 6 5 14 5



A JE 8 (CONT

1870 CENSUSs DATA FOR CHINESE IN W YORK CIT

Percent of Py 1t of House No.
Chinege Occupation Ward Ward Total Chinese Ward Election E.D. T¢ ~hinese Ward . :ction in order of ilouse
Total Population District Totzl P ition I sty ot Visitation Totzal
! Leabhorer 20 12 1 6 5 42 1
i Fruit Dealer 20 13 3 4 6 ) 47 3
&7 Total (85 males, 2 feimales)
21 17 1 1 6 5 50 3
21 19 1 6 5 53 20 (BH)
87 99 A
6 5 60 1
6 5 168 2
14 6 135 2
15 6 159 6
17 11 55 2
19 5] 173 1
19 7 60 1
jes)
19 7 124 1



T/ LE 8 (CON I

=

870 CENSUS DATA FOR CHINESE IN W YORK CITY

Percent of Percent of House No.

(Chinese Occupation Ward Ward Total Chinese Ward Electicn E.D. Total Chinese Ward Election in order of House
Total Population District Total Pc¢ ilation istrict Visitation  Total

19 20 {Work 1

house)

20 11 98 i

20 12 61 1

20 13 108 3

¢ 17 137 1

Z 19 469 1

21 20 206 1

*BH =z Chinese Boardinghouse

Scource: 1870 Census of Popt ati  Schedules

6S
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article referred to a Chinese boarding-house in this area at 14 Baxter

street. 19 Probably both the boarding-houses mentioned were one and

the same. If so, this boarding-house explains the next door location to a
1ilding at 12 Baxter street in 1873, which housed a Chinese mutual aid

society and nple. 20 At the same time and for the identical reason of

proximity, the presence of a Chinese boarding-house and mutual aid

society on Mott street, the main street of Chinatown located two short

blocks from Baxter street, reflected the Chinese institutions existing in

tt ar a adjoining the future site of Chinatown. Y -th ore, the boarding-

21

house at 13 Mott street was kept by Jon Assing. He had appeared in the

1¢.0 census manuscripts as a mariner living in the Baxter street area. 22

Such evidence suggests that the location of Chinatown's site was determined
indircctly by its attachment to the previously existing residential cluster

of Chinese.
Formational Stage {(1875-1890}

The pre-formational stage of Chinese settlement around Chinese
boarding-houses changed with rapid and substantial increases in the number

of Chincse and the accompanying occupational shift io laundry work. ‘The

o Consve of 1875 veported 157 Chinese in the city, while the

covtot of Cliinese frown the 1650 Tederal Povulation Tensns Schiednles 1o 587,

Theroloee, the Inttial influx of Chinesce occurred betwveen 1875 and 1880,

tefomration derived {rom lelters and the news carvied by Chinese returning
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TABLE 9

0 CENSUS DATA FOR CHINESE IN NEW YORK CITY

Ward Ward Total arcent of Total
Chinese Population

1 1
2 . )
3 6 1
4 30 5
5 1
6 117 20
7 28 5
8 12 2
9 19 3
10 62 11
11 20 3
12 13 2
13 5 :
14 21 3
15 13 2
16 9 X
17 61 . 10
18 22 4
19 62 10
20 18 3
21 33 6
22 , 26 4
23 1 )
24 N o
" 587 Total 10vu

P

1820 Cengus of Population Schedules






TABLE 10

TYPES OF CHINESE SERVICE INSTITUTIONS IN
NEW YORK CITY (1880)

Barber shop
Boardinghouse
C » Store
Doctor
Druggist
Grocery
Interpreter
Opium Store
Tailér Shop

Tea Stc =

Source: 1880 Census of Populaticjn Schedules
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TABLE 11

CHINESE OCCUPATIONS IN NEW YORK CITY (1880)

—_—

Liaundryinen 444
Cigarmakers ' 50
Cooks 25
Mariners 9
Storekeepers
Grocers
Clerks

vardi se keepei
Teastores
Servants

rters
Students
Barbershop
Idle
Doctor
Opium Dealers
Interpreters
Candy Factory
Druggist
Tailor
Messenger
Prisoner
Patent
Laborer
Peddler

¢ OO W

W W

w

e N e N X

Source: 1880 Ceasus of Population Schedules



67

have been gradual. Initially a mutual aid society in 1873, it was known as

31 By 1879, it was referred to as "the

a2 gambling house three years later.
. ”32 r .

grocery-store depar ent of the boarding-house. This quote not only
st ;s the plurality of functions available at the location of an institution,
but also the accemmodation to an increasing number and occupational shift
of the Chinese population. 33 In 1879, the nun er of Chinese was large

. . o 34
enough to warrant the establishment of a Chinese mission on Mott street. "

I significance of even a few Chinese institut and changes in their
functions was the formation of a nucleus around which the ¢« 1cer ation cf
additional institutions could occur.

In 1880, the form and function of Chinatown had become distinguishahle.
Ward six, which included Chinatown and its environs, contained 1i7 Chinese
(see Map 3 and Table 9). The majority of these people were associated with
the six stores located along Mott sireet, which provided ten different functions

. 35

for the Chinese (sece Map 6 and Table 10). T! threshoid and range of
these institutions went beyond self-sufficiency for the _.ain in the
irmmediate vicinity., Relatively speaking, a small number of people existed
in relation to this large number of institutions, which specialized in Chinese
goods and services. The disparity is resolved 7 the explanation that China-
towr was gerving ithe rest of the 470 Chinese residing cutside of Chinaiovmn,
of which 434 were laundrymen (see Table 11),

Loauadyry work had been an earlier part of the Chinese experience in

America. The Chinese had dominated this occupation in California following












TABLE 12

THINESE MARRIAC™3 ™" NEW YORK CITY (1880)

Occupation Number
Cigarmakers 8
Cooks 7
Porters 2
Laundrymen 2
Sailors 2
Candy Factory 1
Tea Merchant .1

1

C" ir Stor

71



TABLE 13
r STATUS OF CHINES.. NEW YORK CITY
\\
Year
Number Percent of Total
Chinese Population
—
P 10
1855 ‘o 20
186
U 13 34
187
0 16 18
18g
\0\_ 24 4
SOUI‘QQ.

Various ~:nsuses of Population Schedules

72



As detached males, the Chinese men in a laundry could al] sleep

thepa s
€ without problems of space and privacy for a family. The retention

Of farmirs )
Milie  and wives °~ China helped to curtail the expenses of their

trap .

Sportation and support in America. Above all, a cor “ruence jn the
Plac

€ of work and residence greatly reduced the possibility of Chinese

iving in Chj . . . .
: inatown and making it a residential concentration for most

Chin
©SCe. At the same time, the inherent distribution of laundries with

Cfﬂin .. . ,
¢ 11V1ng inorr them wor 1 dis erse the Chinese population out-

Side 51
§ 0 . . . .
I ward six, which contained Chinatown.

Tt migrational objective of most Chinese laundrymen insured the

€mep
£ence and existence of Chinatown. In order to preserve their way of
life g
e dupi . 1 . . . . .
Uring their sojourn in America, the Chinese developed a gre  neecd

and ypais
"eliance on Chinese commercial and socio-cultural services., The

abge.
“hce of family reinforced by the isolation of a dispersed distribution in

lal
Undrieg ; e . irem
1¢s intensified physical neec te > al requirements.

The v, : '
Vastly different food habits of the Chinese w ‘e satisfied by imported

dl“y'
an o A ; e w .
id preger ved goods found only in Chinatown's grocery stores, which

2180 proa:
Brovided much of the laundry supplies needed. A journey te Chinatown

WMight
Nt wiam o .. 2 . ; -
£t wlgo ticlude visits to the Chinese pharmacy, barber, and taiior,
‘\;}j’;h .
'I‘v(i.;_l“ o 3 .
WGt the grocery store, the laundryman could attend to his posinl
ot

1
R AT [ . . § 43 e . .
"2, gather news, or meetl with some friends. For other affairs

iness, or any serious circumstances

3
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Or Sav; ,
Ving or bOI‘rowing money in Chinatown. If a hundred dollars were
needed

3

& person would propose or join a "wui'' made up of say nine other
Peop).
ble. FEach one would contribute $10. 00 into the money pool. The one

f()r- . .
In .
€ the money pool would then be able to take the $100. 00 for his

ifnm .
tdiate use. _ut for the next, say nine months, he could not borrow

In()n
Y from that particular "wui' and must repay $! .00 on a monthly

SiS of $JO, OO
Qom

by

! : f
In the second month, all ten members of the "wui' would

! together to put up their $10.00 each, anyone wanting the use of the

$100. 00

Makes a bid. The one making the highest bid got to use the

$100
+ U leSS the bid he made. . .10se at did not to use the $100. 00
divide

? the big as interest. This continues for ~ : total of ten months,

dul’x‘ N
i . .
Which €V yone has had the chance to use $100.00 or save $100. 00

sociati iety
€reg ST : r an association or soc )
®St. The "wui" is guaranteed under a

and : . .
| i is up. It
. mon@y is held by that organization until the allotted time is up

iS M » "
mobab}_e that many of the laundries opened in New York were financed

thy
"Oug . - rovided and
gh lhe a1 47 Significantly, this financial system p
. ” F
Ing .
Ure i gocial organi-
d . . , ir socia g
“Mothep linkage between the laundrymen and the
Zaq; ‘ _
ong . .. r cerning Chinese
i Ch'ifl"tOval Disputes and other civil matters con g
Wp ' ’ ) ‘ . .
e e ol organi
¢ .medj,,‘ P . Jitration of Chinatown's 50C1¢& 5
N RO and Ssubject to the arbitre
“dars, e olf
Gk .olony unto itself.
Hh, 0 thao, . Linatown became a colony t
R4 Sl Teanects, China o
: 5 The Chincae
g ' om and recognized fact., The Gl
. E300, Chiraioyn was a well known abe ’
by : 970 Chinese
B, Uiy s nun-1800 decade tripled to 1.9
{ L Of T‘J\:.“v.‘f l‘r'\',’"' o le (pil\f'i'n&" the }_O‘.; L)""l()u -
§ e ‘ ; = v 0 -y
‘ Yol og "GHC( A oI
"Cn Man \ _ .4 1e highest conc
L0

. . e hinta
PR Tahie 14y, Ward six still main
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TABLE 14

1890 CENSUS DATA FOR CHINESE IN NEW YORK CITY

Ward Ward Total % Total Chinese Population
1 24 : 1
- 3 .2
3 12 1
4 o3 3
5} 20 1
6 348 18
7 67 3
8 44 2
9 60 3
10 98 5
11 52 3
12 265 13
13 53 3
14 39 2
15 63 3
16 75 4
17 111 6
18 49 2
19 196 10
20 80 4
21 | 80 4
22 175 6
23 45

24 i8 , 1

Source: 18%0 Census of Population {published)
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In conclusion, the formation of Chinatown progressed through a spatial
seguence Incorpocated within two stages of evolution, In the first stage, an
initial residential distribution revealed Chinese seamen living generally
dispersed within an area adjoining the waterfront, reflecting a residentiat
linkage to their occupatio'n. Subsequently, in tf e stage, there was 2
convergence of Chinese seamen and cigar makers in and around Chinese
boarding-houses, which permitted an occupational orientation of residence
and also provided culiural amenities to the Chinese. During the second
stage of evolution, a concentration of Chirese business and institutions
occurred around a nucleus that beg as an extension of the re¢ itial
cluster adjacent to Chinatown. The underlying causes for this were the
rapid influx of subsiantic! numbers of Chinese migrants that came to New
York to engage in laoundry work., For these same reasons, the Chincse
boarding-house could no longer fuaction adequately as the institutional outiet
for the Chinese. Primarily, Chinatown served the majority of Chinese, who
were In Jaundry work, For econd ~ic and protective reasons, the 1 wndry
was the place of both work and residence. Since the disiribution of lawr ties

is ubiquilous, this resulted in o dispersed distribution ol Chir se. The

¢

Chinese migravional objective of returning to China maintained their greai

cubrornh variance, which made the Chinese dependent on heipr own goods.
s deimnenod slatns, rebdforcoed by oan isolated distribution prevented the
social orotiping expecienced by mest ethnic groups., Therefore, the emoer-

coaco ol Chinotown wae o concentrated institutional response to the
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socio-cultural
al needg of the soj ; ;
¢ of the sojourning Chinese 1
¢ C aundrymen and ¢ i
, onsequentiy

became the foc: i
ocal point for the Chinese in the city and its region
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Variation in causc¢ expl: 1s why Chinatown could not have formed
because of racism or an occupational or 1itation of residence, the
primary causes for the formation of black and European immigrant areas.
In effect, both these causes were indirect agents in the emergence of
Chinatown. Racism tow 1s the Chinese was prevalent in the West and
provided part of the impetus for the Chinese trans-continental migration
east. An occupational orientation of residence dispersed the Chinese and
prevented any residential group concentration.

Tt Chinese occu} tional ‘rientation of resic 1« isted at the
highest level, Chinese lived Whére they worked. Despite this dispersed
pattern, instituiional concentration occurred to satisfy the strong socio-
¢ tural needs of the Chinese. Furthermore, the notion of an occupationsl
orientation of residence 2lso reveals the internal dichdtomous variation
that can occur within a cause of ethnic area formation.

The difference in tI  proc ses of ethnic area formation elucidate why
Chinatown did not form through a process of resi :ntial concer -ation.
Although the causes responsible for the formation of black and Ljuropean
arcas differed, each cause innately permitted a direct residential concen-
tration of the population group. Spatially, racism operates in two ways to
concentrate veople residentially. First, it can be an external force confining
geople; secondly, racism can be an internal force that draws people together
~oluntarily as a social and protectivé response. In the Chinese experience,

racism functioned geographically in two ways that dispersed the group. . .rst,
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it was an external force that expelled; secondly, racism was an internal
force by which they voluntarily scallered for their own protection. Because
of other advantages, it is unlikely that the Chinese engaged in laundry work
just for a dispersed disirvibution, however, it was certainly in their favor
to do so and =zduced ihe high visibility of Chinese. As has been mentioned,
the Chinese occupational oricatation of residence directly d 11
group and prevenied residential concentration, Yet, the institutional con-
centration that formed Chinatown did occur. In this respect, institutional
conc tration would be an indirec process for the formation of an ethnic
area. This suggests thal the causes and processes of « mic are formation
can operate directly or indirectly and vary among and within themselves
according > the resulting integration between the nature of the group and its
total environment, along with the elements of lirne, space and scale.

There are a numbcer of implications for future investigation which can
be drawn. Foremc ., the —mesis of Chinatown has shown that an ethnic
area need not emerge through a residential concentration. A nu— »rical
wajority the etbnic population is not-required 1o define an ethnic area,

During ihe study period, the mejority population of the Chinese always

o=

resided outside of Chinwowin. 1t did, however, always have the highest
cencentration of Chincse per unit arca. This consideration is significant
N a numerical classification of ethnic areas. Furthermore, any quanti-

tative taxonory for ethnic areas shoula include a congideration for racial

visibility. It appears that the Chinese, a highly visible group, required
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