
Discovering the Gardens of Pompeii:

The Memoirs of a Garden Archaeologist

1955 – 2004

Wilhelmina Feemster Jashemski



This book is published under 

the Creative Commons Attribution-Non Commercial License.

The details of this license can be seen at

https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc/4.0/legalcode

Illustrations are from the Wilhelmina and Stanley Jashemski archive in 

The University of Maryland Library, Special Collections

Back cover illustration by Miroslav Sasek for Letters from Pompeii

Selection and processing of pictures, 

captions, footnotes and preparation for publication by

Clopper Almon

almon@econ.umd.edu

The text now has corrections by Massimo Ricciardi, Douglas Meade, Jackie Dunn, Yukiko Kawamoto
and Joan Almon through March 21, 2015.



Contents
1955 Our First Trip to Europe. Pompeii Briefly Visited...................................................................5
1957 Back to Europe. Pompeii Revisited.......................................................................................24
1959 Back to Pompeii: First Visit behind the Iron Curtain.............................................................71
1961 Our First Excavations at Pompeii..........................................................................................90
1964 Greece Revisited; Two Vineyards in Pompeii......................................................................115
1966 Excavations in the "Foro Boario".........................................................................................137
1968 Further Excavations in Our Vineyard..................................................................................150
1970 Excavation of Our Vineyard Completed..............................................................................173
1971 Another Vineyard and a Shop-house Garden.......................................................................185
1972 Gardens of a Shop-house, House of the Ship Europa, and Hercules....................................192
1973 Hercules Completed, House of Polybius and Temple of Dionysus......................................206
1974 The Balloon, the Fugitives, Fabius Rufus, an Orchard and Oplontis....................................219
1975 Seven Peristyle Gardens and Oplontis Continued................................................................232
1976 Roman Gardens in Gaul. A Vineyard and a Bean Patch at Pompeii....................................244
1977 Roman Gardens in Switzerland. The Balloon at Oplontis …...............................................257
1978 Last Trip before the Book is Published. My First International Congress............................268
1979 The Year of Pompeii. The Book is Published!.....................................................................276
1980-81 The Book Festa, Boscoreale, Dumbarton Oaks.............................................................278
1982 Getty Museum, My Darkest Hour, Boscoreale....................................................................286
1983 Boscoreale and Oplontis with Francis Hueber and Sally Gladden........................................290
1984 Dumbarton Oaks Symposium; Honorary Degree, British Museum.....................................297
1985 and 1986, Britain, Canada, and Monmouth University........................................................299
1987 Hadrian’s Villa, Tivoli.........................................................................................................300
1988 Tunisia.................................................................................................................................302
1989 Festschrift............................................................................................................................303
1990 Tunisia and Algeria..............................................................................................................304
1991-92 Ravello, New Orleans, and the Garden Room................................................................311
1993 Lectures in Amherst and a Congress in Tarragona..............................................................315
1994 International Water Symposium at Pompeii........................................................................320
.1995 A Dumbarton Oaks Symposium, Pasco, Jeffrey, and the Philadelphia Conference............323
1996 Gold Medal Award..............................................................................................................325
1997 East Caribbean Cruise and Homer Thompson Honor..........................................................326
1998 Western Caribbean Cruise...................................................................................................328
1999 A Pompeian Herbal.............................................................................................................323
2000 90th Birthday Celebration...................................................................................................326
2001 Illness,Working on Books; the Near Loss of these Memoirs...............................................328
2002 The Natural History of Pompeii is Published......................................................................337
2003 The Dumbarton Oaks Symposium on Gardens of the Roman Empire, the Snowstorm.......338
2004 The Smithsonian Stabiae Exhibit and the WFJ Exhibit in York, Nebraska..........................339
Epilogue.......................................................................................................................................341



At the end of the summer of 1970, the large vineyard discovered by WFJ in what was thought
to have been the cattle market lies below Vesuvius exposed but carefully mapped. Wilhelmina
and Stanley Jashemski are in the middle distance.
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