ABSTRACT

Title of Thesis: PILOT TOWN AT NAVY COVE:
UNPLANNED UTOPIA

William Jonathan Glas#laster of Professional
Studies2021

Thesis Directed By:
Kathryn Lafrenz Samuelé\ssociate Professor ¢

Director of Qultural and Heritage Resource
ManagemenGraduate ProgranDepartment of
Anthropology

Pilot Town is a former commurstyle settlemernit Alabamathat began around the 1830s.
This community,describedoy many asitopian consistedf generations of outer bar boat pilots
and their familiesFornearly a centuryhis communityoccupied a smafieninsula and cove near
the mouth of the Mobile Bay before beidgstroyedoy a hurricane in 1906. What makes Pilot
Town utopian? And how does it compare to the various utopian settlements attempted in the United
States during the same time pefi@kverdamore weltknown utopian case studies are explored
further here to better understand what defines a utopia and why the lower Alabama pilot village is
thought of in this way. This research reviews and analyzes the archival record, collaborates with
the desendant community, and includes a review of the existing archaeological record to achieve

a more comprehensive understanding of Pilot Town as a utopia.



PILOT TOWN AT NAVY COVE: UNPLANNED UTOPIA

by

William Jonathan Glass

Thesis submitted to the Faculty of the Graduate School of the
University of Maryland, College Park, in partial fulfillment
of the requirements for the degree of
Master ofProfessional
Studies
2021

Advisory Committee:

Dr. Kathryn Lafrenz Samuels, Chair
Dr. Matthew Palus
Dr. Paul Shackel



© Copyright by
William Jonathan Glass

2021



Dedication

This thesis is dedicated to the Glass house. Without the support of my wife, Valerie, and
the patience of our two amazing children, Will and Stella, this work would not have happened. To
show my appreciation, | will do my best not to bring up Pilot Towairafpr at least a couple of

weeks.

A special mention and dedication are also due to two individuals who unknowingly shaped
this research. George Bancroft (Banc) Marshall (12018) first alerted me to the Pilot Town site
many years ago upon learning ad taken an interest in Archaeology. Memories of that
conversation have stuck with me ever since. Noel Read Stowe, Sr-ZQ93B8was at one time a
professor of mine at the University of South Alabama. In his time as an archaeologist, Stowe
amassed an innpssive resume visiting and researching countless treasures on the Gulf Coast. To

date, his Pilot Town studies remain the most extensive field investigations of this resource.



Acknowledgements

A great many people took the time to aid in this project. Without their assistance this
research would not have been possible, nor worthwhile. To begin, a sincere THANK YOU is owed
to Dr. Kathryn Lafrenz Samuels, who not only served as Committee Ch#irdanesis but must
also be applauded for her vision in creating and directing the newly formed Cultural and Heritage
Resources Management (CHRM) distance learning program at the University of Maryland
(UMD), making this work possible.

Fellow committeanembers Dr. Matthew Palus and Dr. Paul Shackel are to be graciously
thanked for their guidance and commentary over the course of the research. Considerable
appreciation should also be shown to various CHRM faculty and staff who contributed mightily
to kickstarting this onef-a-kind graduate program. Listed in order of introduction are: Dr.
Matthew Palus, Dr. Matthew Edwards, Marie Archambeault, Sandra Massey Konzak, Dr. Joshua
Samuels, Kelly Hockersmith, and Lyle Torp.

Invaluable collections of Rit Town documents, literature, and photographs have been
carefully compiled and made available for public consumption at multiple venues across Mobile
and Baldwin counties, Alabama. To this end, certain individuals went above and beyond to make
certain thanvestigator was presented with everything within their reach to help meet the goals of
this project. In no specific order, sincere thanks are warranted to: GabrieVGekdon, Director
Fairhope Museum of History; Jeanette BornhGknealogy & AlabamaHistory Division Head

Foley Public Library; Dana Foster, Cultural Resources Specialist at Fort Morgan State Historic

Site andElizabeth TheriBBoone Local History and Genealodwobile Public Library



To my colleagues who allowed me to ramblebout Pilot Town over these many months,
thanks for lending your ear and your encouragement. Natalie Ledesma provided cartographic
analysis and site location mapping for the research while Amy Carruth doubled as sounding board
and grammar police. Thank ytoth immensely for your contributions to this project!

As will be seen throughout the thesis, the primary goal of this project was to work with the
descendant community, incorporating perspectives in addition to my own into the data recovery
and interpredtion of Pilot Town. The author is truly humbled and quite grateful to have shared
time and thought with relatives of some of the former Navy Cove villagers. Shannon Pavel
provided family background information and digital access to her line of the Dfangly tree.

Her uncle, John Alston Dorgan, kindly loaned family documents pertaining to Pilot Town for the
betterment of this project.

Six oral histories were conducted during this research. Pilot Town descendants Capt.
Patrick Wilson and Capt. Kirk Baett of the Mobile Bar Pilots Association (MBPA) generously
welcomed me into their home and workplace, respectively. They shared personal files, clarified
their family connections to the resource, and explained some of the ins and outs of their truly
fascimating profession. Pilot Town enthusiast Donnie Barrett aided and advised in numerous ways
without hesitation. Over the years, Donnie has brought much needed attention and public
awareness to Pilot Town. In addition to the current interview, he guidecutherdo several
research institutions holding important subject matter documents and collections he knew to be
i mportant to this project. Donni edbs passion
gaining steam. Descendant John Samuel BishopSdmrhy) also maintains a keen interest in
Pilot Town and is closing in on his book on this subject. The camaraderie established with Mr.

Bishop over the course of this project will forever be cherished. | am blessed to have also made

f



the acquaintance of Bl Town descendant and special collections librarian Ms. Jeanette Bornholt.

I must now add myself to the list of lower Alabama residents indebted to Ms. Bornholt for her
unwavering commitment to bringing local history to the fingertips of those in seaichHer

diligence in response to my unrelenting research questions has been so very appreciated. Last and
never least is my ole pal, Billy Manders. The two of us reconnecting as a result of this research is
icing on the cake. Getting to catch up and hieair great big laugh again brings a smile to my face
every time. Thanks again for helping a brother

Town communard Capt. George Cook.



Table of Contents

[ To [ o3 11 o] o WP I
ACKNOWIBUGMENTS. ...ttt et e e e e e e et e et eeeea e e e e e e e e e eeeeeeeeeesstesnnneeeeeeeeeeeessnnnnnns ii
TaDIE Of CONENTS. ...ttt ettt e e e e e e e e e rmmne e e e e e e Vi
LiSt Of ADDIEVIATIONS. ...t eeea bbb e et e e e e s emmr e e e e e e e e eeaeeens X
Chapter LINrOAUCTION.......eeieiiiiiieee e eeeeesbe b e e 1
Archaeological Investigations at Pilot Town/Navy COME...........ccoeeviiiiiiicceiieeeee 2
Non-Archaeological Collections from Pilot Town/Navy COVE...........cccevvvvviiiimenneeeeeneeeee. 5
RESEArCh QUESHIONS.......ooiiiiiiiiiiiii ettt e e e e e e e e e e e enenas s s e e e e e e eeeaeas 8
STUAYING ULOPIAS. ...ttt eeeei ettt eeee e et et e e e e e e e e e e e e e e s s ammme e e e e e e e e e e e e e aans 10
TRESISSIIUCTUI......eeeeeeeeeeee e e ees bbb 11
Chapter 2. Historical BaCKgroUng..............ooooiiiiiico e 13
2 T g | o) £ 13
L1017 T SR 18
Battle of MODIIE BAY........cuiiiiiiiiiiiiiei et 21

[ 10 T o= T 1= 23
(@ L= =1 o 1] o F PP PPPPPP PP 29
(1T 4 1C] (<] o PP SRRPPPPPPR 29
] 0= PP 30
Chapter 3. Theory and Background REVIEM............ccoouuuiiimmmn it eeeeeieeee e 32
(0] - TP PU TP PP P PP 32
0] oI L PP PP PPPPPP 33
SNAKErS (L7 7HDIESENT) ...ttt ettt rmmne e e e e e e 33
Brook Farm (L84ALBAG)........cuuuiiiieeiiaeiee e eeenee 34
ONEIda (L1848LBB0)......cciiiiieeeeeiee et 35
Pullman (L88EALBO5).......ccco e e e e ener e 36
(o] o 1= 1o I I = 1L £ J PP TTTTPPPP 38
EXCaVALING ULOPIAS. .....co e ittt e ettt e et e e e e e e e e s emme e e e e e e e e e e e e s 39
Pilot TOwn HIStorical RECOIM. ...ttt ieee e e e e e e e e e e e e 41
Chapter 4Methods and Data COlleCHOM.............uuuiiiiiiiiieeeiiiiiiiiiiiieeeeee e erreeeeee e AD
FY 0] 0] (0= T o HO PO 45
Consentand Archivilgé é e é éeéeéeeééecééeecéécéeéecée. 47
(0] 0] = T 1= TP 47
D= 1= R 0] [=Tox 1 o] o P PP PP PP P PPPPPPPRPRPPPR 48
QUANITALIVE ANGIYSIS . ..cii i i ree bbbt e e e e e e e s seer e e e e e e eeeeas 49
Chapter 5. Archival Records on Pilot TOWN..........ooiiiiiiiiieeee e 51
ATCNIVAl RESUIES ... 51

Vi



Letter from Confederate Lieutenant Robert Tarleton (1864)............cceeevvvieeeeeeeennnn. 52

Southern Trust (1890)......ccuuuiiiiiiiiiis e et e e e e e e e e e eeeer s s s s e e e e e e e e e e e e eeeeeresnnneaeeees 52
Particulars of the Killing of BUIlOCK (189L).....cccoeeiiiiieiiiiiiieeeee e 53
From the Sea (1898)).......cccciiiiiiiieieeeeee e s e e e e e amnn s 54
Before and After the Storm (L1908)........uuiiiiiiii e eeeeer e 54
Diary of the STOrmM (1B2).......cceuviiiiiiiiiiie et s e e e e e e e e eeeer s s s e e e e e e e e e e e e eeeeeeesannnas 56

A Brief History of Baldwin County (1928).......cccceiiiiiiiiiiiiiiieeee e 57
Only Tidal Wave in History of County Destroyed Navy Cove (1939)........c.cccccvvveee. 58
Letter to the EdItor (1949).......cooieeiieiii e erre s e e e e e e e e e e e e eeeaeens 59
StOrM Of 2906 (L1958).....ceiiiiiiiiiieieiee e e bbbt 59
Terrifying 0606 CdastrRecalleca(19€0)..A.l..o.n.g....t.h.e.......60
Baldwin County Circuit Court deposition (1963).......ccceeiiiieieeeiiiieeeiiiieeeeeeeeeee e 61

In 1906, Hurricane Strikes Coast (L1974)........coooiiiiiiiiiiiieeee e e 61
Pilot Townd Vanishes with the Wind (1984)...........oovvuiiiiiiiiire e eeenens 62
Wel | , | 6ve NeldR&y...Met...a. . . Nat.il.v.e.eieeinnin, 62
Descendants Inherit Auction Proceeds (189d)é ¢ e € € € € é € é é é € é € ..63
Washed AWay (2000Q).......ueieiiieeeeeeei e ieeeis e e e et eeee e e e e e e eeeeeneranasna s emmmrernensd 64
Voices From Pilot TOWN (2000)...........cuuuuuuuiiiiiiieeerereriiiess e e e e e e e e e e s smmmisnea s e e e e e eeaaaeeeas 65
Letter to the Editor (2000)..........covveeiiiueiiiimre et e e e e e e emrese e s s e e e e e e e e e e e e eeesaeens 65
Heritage of Mobile County, Alabama (2002).............uuuuuuuuiiiiccreeeeerieien e e e eeeenens 66
Pilot Town BExhibit Taking Area by Storm (2007).........coovvriiiiiiiiiieemee e 66
The Mobile RIVEI (2015).......ouiiiiiieii i e et eeeee e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e ee e aasmnne s 67
Pilot Town historical plaque (2017).........ccoveiiiiiiiiiiiieme e a7
ATCRIVAL ANAIYSIS. ... it e 68
Chapter 6. Oral Histories 0N Pilot TOWDN...........uuuuiiiiiee e eeeer e eeeeees 70
Oral HIStOry RESUILS......coeeeeieeiice e eeeer s e e e e e e e e e e e e e enneeaaeeaaeeeees 70
Was Pilot TOWN @ ULOPIA2......ciii i eeceeeeeeeeeee e eeme e smmmenees 71
Was ettlement planned or did it develop naturally?............ooriiiiee s 73
Did any external factors also motivate the settlement?.............ccccoviviceeeiveviiiicceeee e, 74
Were there shared communal duties or cooperative living arrangéments................... 75
How about communal SPACES2........uuuiiiiiii e eeeeeiiis et e e e e e e e e e eveeees e e e e e e eaeseeeeeenssssssenn ] O
Tell me about the WOTK..........oooii s e e e eeees s e e [ O
Were they all @qUAIS2........... i e 77
Was the village selSUffiCient2.........cooovriiii e e A O
What do we know of the COMMUNItY2........coooiiiiiiii e, 79
How about private OWNErship2...........iiiiiii e e e eaaaaae 30
Why not split up the [and?2..........coo e 80
Do you think they thought of theiillage as utopian?...........ccooooviiiiiiicceiiii e 81
(O = I o 1Y (0] YA AN £ F= 11V L PP 81



Chapter 7. CONCIUSIBNE ........ccoiiiii et e e e e e e emrnnnnad 85
BIDlIOGIAPNY ... e ——————————aaaaan 90

List of Figures

Figure 1.1 Sample of unproveniencd®ilot Town collection housed with Fairhope Museum of

History. Photo by Jon GIlass (AULNOL)...........ooo e 6.
Figure1.2Ut opi a Crescent maker 6s mar k seen on whit
Photo by JON GIasS (AULNQAL)........oiiiiii e eee e sme e eenee 7
Figure 1.3Surviving wood table fronrdohn Ladnier home. Alabama Historical Commisskeort
Morgan Collection. Photo by Jon Glass (Uthor)..............ceeiiiieeciiiiiee 7

"""""

Historyk e é é éeééeééeééeéeéeéeéeéeéeéeéeeeeéeeé. .. ... 10
Fort MorgarCollection) . . é é é é éée é ...éeéeééeééeéeeéeeéeéeé . 1b

Figure 2.2. Unknown residence at Pilot Towidown (photo courtesy of Alabama Historical
CommissioiiFort Morgan Collection)é. é ¢ € é é 6 é é e e éééeéeééeé...el5

Figure2.3. Unknown residence at Pilot Towphoto courtesy of Fairhope Museum of Historg).1

Figure 2.4. Unidentified men and dog on common area (Workbench Hill) at Pilot Tbowmn

//////

/////////////////////////

////////

Figure 2.8. Posthurricane Capt. John Smith house at Pilot Tdpioto courtesy of Alabama

Historical CommissiolF or t Mor gan é@al.l. ecétéiédre)éé&.€.é é é 85¢ .

Figure 2.9. Posthurricane Capt. William Johnston house at Pilot Tojphoto courtesy of

Alabama Historical CommissiokR or t Mor gan é@aléléactéiécdre)éé .26.

Figure2.10. Workbench Hill where Navy Cove survivors were saved by troops from Fort Morgan
(photocourt sy of Al abama Hi st eréiéecalé e@Emmiéssi2an). eéeé.
Figure2.11. John Ladnier Hous@éames Duggan Housl®hn Smith House, Navy Cove Sept. 1906
(photo courtesy of Al abeméacEleseeoeéeéeal . Zlommiss
Figure2.12. AndrewDorgan Houséphoto courtesy of Fairhope Museum of Historyg..... .7. . . . 2

Figure213. Nor vi | koath(sp hlootook icnogur t esy of Faéiér.h8o2pe Mu

viii



Figure 2.14. Pilot Town hurricane survivors the morning affphoto courtesy ofairhope
Museum of History. Pictured in the back row from left: John Ladnier, Joseph H. and E.F. Norville,
William Wilson, Gertrudd.adnier and an unknown soldier. Front row from left: Capt. and Mrs.

,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,

Figure 3.1 Historical plaque for Pilot Town. Photo by Jon Glass (author)........................ 42

List of Tables

Table2.1Founder s of the Mobil e Ba....Pi.l.ot.6.sl18Associ

Table 2.2Pilot Town/Navy Cove residents listed on 1&8&2d (620 acres).........cccceeeeeennnn.. 19
Table3. 1. ULOPIAN TraIS. ... .uuuiiiiiiiiiiiiiii ettt e e e e e e nnne e 39
Table5.1. Utopian Traitgincluding Pilot TOWN)..........coooiiiiiiiiiiieeee e s 69



List of Abbreviations

ARLH-Alabama Register of Landmarks and Heritage
CHRM-Cultural Heritage and Resource Management
HAER-Historic American Engineering Record
IRB-Institutional Review Board

MOA-Memorandum of Agreement

MBPA-Mobile Bar Pilots Association

NPSNational Park Service

NRHP-National Register of HistoriPlaces
UMD-University of Maryland



Chapter iUntroduction

As archaeologists, we must make attempts in our work to caguriaformant memories
andpasseedown knowledgethat may beavailable to our research befotdalls by the wayside.
Without these attempts, we immediately limit our understanding of a place and time. Descendant
groups hold many of the answers we seek. They can also bring to light important research questions
not yet considered. While the archaeologicabrd provides us clues to the past, by itself, it is
merely one part of a story. bertaincases, shovels and trowels may be the primary and perhaps
only recourse for data recovemjowever,when studying historic period sites, other avenues of
information must be pursued to maximizemprehensiorof a cultural resource. Collaborating
with stakeholders to incorporabgherperspectives produces vital data concerning the places and
thepeople who made them.

With thisaimin mind, the current researalorks witha descendarommunityto inform
the research questierWWhat makes Pilot Town utopian? And how does it compare to the various
utopian settlements attempted in the United States during the same time pe@aoidion to
participant engagementhi$ study also includes ann-depth analysis of he recorded history
concerning the chosen resourtestly, andas will be briefly discussellelow, thereexistsan
archaeological record forelchosen resourc&hese threavenues of information are triangulated
within this research to gain a more intagrhholistic understanding of theite Although
landowner permissions did not allow fadditional excavation® be performed at th time a
combination of other data recovery methods viregdemented to reveal new evidence andwer

the research questian

The research subject is Pilot Towh.is alsoreferred to a the village at Navy Cove.

Archaeologically speaking, it has beendubd [ St . Andr e Bigs1Badli7mandd and



1Bal18, although the trinomials have since been combs®ite 1Ball7. Geographically aMy

Coveis situated on th®lobile Bay shoreline east of Fort Morgan and up to St. AnsiBay. This

stretch of the peninsulaas been a base for human actiaitending backhousands of years.
French, Spanish, British, and ultimately U.S. naval foteésr utilized this locale during the
eighteenth and nineteenth centudesto it containingdeerwater withina shallowMobile Bay.

The advantagehereweremany. And due to itsrich historfRi | ot Town i s one of
treasured rad endangered resourcédss such, he author is currently in the process of nominating

Pilot Town to the Alabama &jister of Landmarks and Heritag®RLH). Prior archaeological
testingat Site 1Ballhasdeterminedhe prehistoric componenf the site iseligible for listing

in the National Register of Historic Plag@dRHP).

Archaeologicalnvestigations at Pilot Town/Navy Cove

Archaeological investigations conducted?dbt Town/Navy Covebeginningin 1934 by
the University of Alabama, documentia exceptionally preserved prehistoric shell middens and
deposits dating to the Woodland avidssissippian periodsseologist Dr. Walter B. Jones noted
two distinct shell middens separated by about 400 m. These cultural deposits were later assigned
state trinomials 1Ball7 and 1Ball8, as s$ransct
indicate a variety of shells were present, mostly oyster, although it is unclear if any testing was
performed. Jones also described the site as being located at the Village of Navy Cove, where 30
homes and a graveyard were destroyed by the 1906 storm.uteoubtedly referring to Pilot
Town.

Archaeologist Dr. E. Bruce Trickey visited the area a short time later as he worked to
develop a chronological framework of the Mobile Bay area (Trickey 1958). Presumably in the

1950s, Trickey conductedasmallaxe at i on at Site 1Ball8. Trickey



Pointo and mentions the site jutting out into
36 inches below the surface. Aftssquare pit was excavated into the midden. Late Woodland
ceramic variations dominated the collection (Trickey 1958:389).

Nearly a half century later, between 1998 and 2000, three cultural resources compliance
investigations were conducted on portions of the Pilot Town property during teenstuction
permitting process for residential and higee condominium development. Archaeological
Services, Inc. performed a Phase | Cultural Resources Assessment from December 1998 to January
1999 (Stowe 1999a). The consultants returned in the summer of 1999 for Ptestmdl and
determined the site warranted listing to the National Register of Historic Places (NRHP) (Stowe
1999b). A final visit to the site in December of 1999 included additional subsurface testing
concerning a proposed utility trench for the ensuingetibgpment (Stowe 2000). The most recent
documented visit to the site by archaeologists was in 2011 in response to the Deepwater Horizon
Oil Spill and its affect to historic properties located along the Gulf Coast (Ostahowski and Hanlon
2014:157).

Theinitial survey by Stowe i1998included the heart of the former Navy Cove Village,
or Pilot Town. The investigation verified midden deposits at both locations as well as other
intermittent locations across the landform. The settlement of Pilot Town andecgmwetre also
identified (Stowe 1999a:15). Subsurface cultural material connected the areas between Sites
1Ball7 and 1Bal18, therefore these sites were combined. They are now referred to as Site 1Ball7
with site dimensions extending approximately -#4P50 m.

Pilot Town features and artifact scatters recorded during the Phase | survey included a
linear surface scatter of bricks and historic material along the shore, two large brick cisterns (one

square and one circular), and the associated cemetery ($8®®a:2621). Four stone markers



were reported at the cemetery, which was dug into the prehistoric shell midden. Buried here are
Charles Wallace (died 1866), Carmelite Walsh (died 1892), Mahala Ann Dorgan (died 1869), and
Charlie Wallace (died 1874) (Stow®99a:22). Following the Phase | survey, Archaeological

Services, Inc. recommended Phase Il testing for Site 1Bal17 to determine site eligibility.

Phase lltestingin 1999 called for three &-1 m units and six k-2 m units.Artifact
concentration wakigh with shell and pehistoric ceramics domiriag the collection Primarily
Woodland vessel fragments were encountered but a minor Mississippian component was also
verified. Copious amounts of faunal material were encountered as well as an abundance of
saltwater and brackish species of fish. Also, recovered were &k mammal and bird bone,
several species of mollusk, and two human molars. Lithic artifacts were limited to a few flakes, a
sandstone gorget fragment, a quartz hammerstone, and a Washington projectile point (Stowe

1999h:7986).

Historic period mateal was found in smaller quantities and appears to not have been the
focus of the Phase Il testing project. Cut nails lead this assemblage with other notable artifacts
such as porcelain buttons, a metal button, ceramics [blue shell edged, flow bluensiss print,
polychrome banded ware, porcelain], a .58 cal
fragment also being collected (Stowe 199988Y. Stowe (1999b:59) and crew also investigated
the Pilot Town cemetery as part of this study. Tharlidn\Wallace grave marker was absent at the
start of the field project but had Areappeare

(Stowe 1999hb:59).

Stowe concluded Site 1Bal17 produced significant data with more to contribute to our

understanishg of human history and prehistory despite the natural disturbances and reports of



metal detecting and illegal collecting at the site. A memorandum of agreement (MOA) was

recommended for avoidance, preservation, and mitigation of this re¢Stoeee 1998:64)

Stowereturned to the site in December 1999 at the request of the landowners to determine
depth and nature of archaeological deposits along a potential utility corridor. Results were
expected to add to the previous data and provide a basis tdCAe This final investigation by
Archaeological Services, Inc. entailed only shovel testing. Shovel test results identified 85 linear
meters of intact, well preserved, prehistoric midden deposit. Another segment identified the Pilot
Town occupation with deast one house foundation being located (Stowe 2000).

In 2010and 2011, HDR visited Site 1Bal17 three times during the Deepwater Horizon Oll
Spill response (Ostahowski and Hanlon 2014:157). Two-sémlpered sherds (Mississippian)
and a large sand modirwere reported in August 2010. In January 2011, HDR performed two
shovel tests along the sandy beach in the northern portion of the site. Both tests were negative.

NonArchaeological Collections from Pilot Town/Navy Cove

Although a thorough analysis of the various Pilot Town surface collections and donated
assemblages alone would make for a worthy research project, that is not the sole focus of the
current study. Having said this, knowing some of these collections asedmearbyand
accessible, arrangements were made to look over some of this material. Among the known
collections is an extensive assemblage of Navy Cove artifacts (Pilot Town and prehistoric) now
deposited with the Fairhope Museum of History. It is pdssibese are some of the objects
displayed in Pilot Town exhibits in Fairhope and Gulf Shores that paid tribute to the former
community at the hurricane centennial in 2006. However, the true origin of this collection is
unknown to the researcher and theemsblage is unprovenienced. Nevertheless, it is substantial.

And it reflects well the material culture and even the economic status of the prior owmers.



Pilot Town collection at the museum is dominated by fine decorated ceramic kitchenware pieces
althaugh glass bottle fragmentsyllets, iron hooks, smoking pipe fragments, buttons, belt buckles,

a harmonica reed, porcelain figurines, and a folding knife were also observed witnimié&eus

boxes | abel ed i BR1).ICopious Broownmisoof diagnosgcuceramics have been
recoveredvith the collection reflective of a substantial settlem@wlimittedly, all boxes were not

opened and unpacked. However, from what was seen, it was a érakekson the underside of

a piece of dinner ware that stood out as being especially curious to this researcher and this research.
The Crescent Pottery (Trenton, N e -4902] (Barbsre y ) u e
1904) (Figurel.2). Lastly, the ForMorgan Historic Site is in possession of a small ornate wooden

table which survived the 1906 hurricane (Figli®). The donated table reportedly once furnished

the John Ladnier home at Pilot Town.

Figure 1.1Sample of unprovenienced Pilot Town collection housed with Fairhope Museum
Of History. Photo by Jon Glass (author).



Fgurel2.! G2LA L / NBaOSyid YI1SNRaA YI NJ
seen on whiteware fragment recovered from
Pilot Town. Photo by Jon Glass (author).

Figurel.3. Surviving wood table from John Ladnier hoslabamaHistorical
Commissiorg Fort Morgan CollectiarPhoto by Jofslass (author).



As mentioned above, a thorough analysis of the existing archaeological collections was not
performed during the current research. Notwithstanding, cultural material, particularly historic
ceramics, can be essential to analyzing a socidtijodgh the dates of occupationRilot Town
are not in question, ceramic collections can be highly informative and useful in ansyeeiong
other questions related #osettlementAs mentionedoy Bower (2009whenquoting American
anthropologist Janse D e eThezir@ividuality and value of various aspects of pottery provides
information about many important characteristics of American society including, but not limited
to, the social status of those who owned the ceramics, the economic relatiomsrotésén food
consumption, and the trading and selling of wares in different areas around the OOUmdry.
unprovenienceéilot Town collection appears to consist mainly of imported ceramlisis no
surprise considering tleconomiowell-beingof the pilots, theccess thehad to theeargo coming
into the portandthe fact that many of them migrated from Eurdgeweve, it would be remiss
not to mentionthat acurring at the same time as the Pilot Town settlenjestt up the Mobile
Bay along thdcasternShore were severdhrgescalekiln sites mass producing high quality local
wares.lt is not yet known to what extélocal ceramics were acquired by the Pilot Town residents.

Research questions

Of all the human activityo have occurred &avy Cove, it is the early nineteenth to early
twentieth centuryarpilot settlement that will be explored further helbele to the shallowness of
the Mobile Bay at an average of 10 feet, bar pilots have long been navigating vessels through the
narrow shp channels to avoid thevershifting sand bargFigures 14 and 15). Spanning
approximately 75 year®ilot Townwas athriving anduniquecommunalsettiementalong the
south Alabama coast befaotiagically being leveled bya hurricane in 1906The written record

refers to itas utopiand but why? A host of subsidiary questions immediately follow from this.



Was this some place oftended social reform aesistance™ so, to what? Are there records to
support thisdea? What do the descendantsRifot Townknow andthink? Did external factors
(philosophical, social, religious, etc.) alafluence tlis settlemer2 These are among the questions
asked of family members and key informantiroughout tle research.Numerous utopian
experiments sprung up across the country during the nineteenth century for various feasons.
posing this research it is hoped internal family documentsduaditedknowledge can illuminate

what life was really like at Pilot Town.

[

Figure 14. Early pilot boa{photo courtesy of Fairhope Museum of History).
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Figure 15. Ladnier on Pilot Boat at Point Cl¢photo courtesy oFairhope
Museum of History

StudyingUtopias

Utopian experimentsvere based on shared principles such saxial reform, self
improvement, or theology:or the most parhese communitiesave been shetived, particularly
the secular onegccording to Sargent (19948) the first trie secular communitarian experiment
in America began in th&820s.Social reform and political issues were determining factors for
these pactitioners, who were search of a better way of lif€ommunardnemberspreferreda
cooperative lifas opposed to@mpetitive onefargent 19957). Understandingvhat motivated
these uniqueeommunitiesand their commendablettamps to transformsociety can helpto
address the imperfections of culture todaycietal ssues such asseénfranchisement, inequality,
and class struggldo this dayremain hot button topicsThrough alternative society research,
whether viewed as successes or failures, a better recognition of the underlying problems

mainstream societyan be ahieved.
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This thesis evaluates Pilot Towfllabamaas a utopia. The researshines a lighbonwho
sees it this way and whjttempts are made to discern some of the decisiakingthatset this
community apart from other remote coastal communifié® findings are hoped to not only
produce a more comprehensive knowledge of the former pilot village in lower Alabama but to also

determine where Pilot Town fits in when compared to other utopian settlements.

Thesisstructure

Chapter 2 providethe historical backdrogor Pilot Town. The secondchapter puts the
utopian settlement ithe historical context of place and time. Thetory and importance of
piloting are presentdtkere along with the formation of the town and then later the pilot association.
Also discussed within this section is the village cemetery and a short summary of the hurricane

thatdestroyed the village on September 27, 1906.

Chapter 3 details the theoretical backgrodad the thesis. Several well documented
utopian experimentsrasummarized here and used ase studies fothe sake oftomparison.
Utopia is defined in this chapter by Sir Thomas More, who first introduced the term to the literary
world in 1516.Following the chosen utopian examples discussed in this chapter arsampa
table isconstructed to show and highliginaits or characteristics attributed to utopias. The table
is followed byrationaledor excavating utopias. Also found in this third chapter is a liatcdiival

sources contributing to the current work.

Chapter 4 reviews the methods and data collection strategies emflbgddurth chapter
begins with a revisit of the research qums. The purpose and approach to data recovery are

detailed along with identification of potential obstacles which may be encountered. Plans for
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archiving and participant consent are also addressed in this chapsearexplanation of the

gualitativeanalysisbeing conducted

Chapters %ays out the archival results and analysis. Interpretation for the selected passages
is given as an introduction to each source followed by excerpts pulled directly from the available
archives. The borrowed passagesiarquotations and represented just as they were said. Sources
include books, journals, newspapeticlesa s ol di er 6s per sonal l etter,
deposition. An analysis of the archival resultsfollows, and the aforementioned utopian
trait/characteristics table is updated to include the results of Pilot Town side by side with the other

selected utopian experiments.

Chapter6 brings forththe oral history results and analydigroductory interpretations are
provided for eachrelevant passageobtained over the course of the six descendant and/or
stakeholder interviews conducted during this resedrble pertinent passages are in quotations
and were either offered freely or in response to questions regarding certain topics or categories.
The questions or topics are categorized bagsedhe list of shared traits or characteristics

established in Chapter Burther analysis follows the oral history results.

Chapter 7 concludes the finding$ this thesisFinal interpretations fromhie differing
approaches to data recovenydertaken during this reseamte summarized.astly, the question

of whetherPilot Townis a utopiais answered

Appendix A offers a series of historic maps and a current aerial o$ubgectarea.

Appendix Bis a cey of the sample interview guide.

12



Chapter 2Historical Background
Pilot Town

Situated on a small strip of beach near Fort Morgan in south Baldwin County, Alabama
lies the remains of a former nineteenth and early twentieth century commune commonly known as
Pilot Town (Appendix A). The Navy Cove settlement was founded by and made up entirely of
lower sandbar boat pilots and their famili€here were nonoperty dedsor fencesdividing the
land; yet, many houses ondieed this narrow peninsula, flanked by marshlands, the Mobile Bay
and the open Gulif Mexico. This unique location has long been favored for human occupation.
Denseprehistoricshell middenso this diy pave the edges of the shore revealing evidence of many

of its first inhabitants.

The Port of Mobile, Alabama is situategpaoximately 30 milesorthwestof Pilot Town
across the Mobile BaKing Louis XIV of France appointed the firsfficial pilot for this area in
1711 (Sledge 2015:216). Local expertise has guided ships between the bars at the mouth of Mobile

Bay and up to the Port of Mobile ever since (Smithweck 2017:22).

Bar Pilots

Alabama attained statehood in 1819. As describe®inne (988:12) the Territorial
maritime actsegarding pilotagevere quickly adoptedrhefirst Americans granted pilot licenses
for the Mobile Bay werdames Rooney and RichardilBg in 1817 (Smithweck 201725). That
same year, as detailed then bye@ogist William Dorgan Chadick (1985:39), Andr®aergan
and sons Timothy and Andrew, droved tosoutherrAlabamafollowing service in the U.S. Navy,
including the Battle of New Orleans in 18M\ith this maritime experiencén¢ Dorgansvere

eligibleto become bar pilotsn Mobile Bay Andrew fell ill and diedn 1817and it is uncertain if
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he served as a pilot heteis known though thatik boys(Andrew Jr., Timothy, and Jotibaniet

2 years old in 18))7stayed and began the first ofny local piloting legacies of the Mobile Bay.
The demand for the work was high and as a result compefisudolt (1938) describes, the cotton
boom saw an influx of netocal pilots to the area following the growing season to help meet the
demand duringhe shipping month8y 1839,Mobile had become the primary exporter of cotton,

surpassing New Orleans

Several decades latehet Alabama State Pilotage Commission was established in 1852.
The commission, still to this day, determines the number ofeaggitbts, manages the application
and apprenticeship process, and grants or denies pilot licenses. As is detailed in the Alabama State
Pilotage Commission Administrative Code, Chapter -X1D-01, unless exempt, ships are
required to take aboard a bar pilo it o hel p prevent ship coll i si

attendant | oss of | ife and property and per harg

Some of the archival materiadtate that as early as the 1820s the first canfileuses had
been built along a narrow dune ridge betwdimvy Cove andst. AndrewsBay (Parker 1965
Bunch 2000eRich 2001 Yore Lore2018:5. Undated photographs of some of the homes and
occupants arprovided (Figure&.1-Figures2.3). Variationsin the size and style of the Pilot Town

residences are evident.

By 1833, there were six pilots licensed for the outer (loway) The pilots consisted of
Harvey Curtis, James Giles, Andrew DorgdnJohnDanielDorgan, Lima Dunmore, arfdobert
Bruce. An 1820 map does not show structures. The 1847 Coast Survels Itingp earliest
discovered map showing structures at Pilot T¢Mppendix A).Subsequent available maps from

1857, 1877, 188%And 189&howing the Navy Cove village witmore or less the sanyout(12
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structurespver these years althoudly 1897 a thirteenth structure is represerisegAppendix

A).

Figure2.1. Unknown residence at Pilot Towhoto courtesy of
Alabama Historical Commissigifort Morgan Collectign

Figure2.2. Unknown residence at Pilot Toywhoto courtesy of
Alabama Historical Commissigiort Morgan Collection
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Figure2.3. Unknown residencat Pilot Townphoto
courtesy of Fairhope Museum of History).

Early on, the pilots worked independently. They positioned themselves in trees along
Dauphin Island aniobile Point to scan the horizon for incoming ships. Once sighted, they would
race their small boats to the incoming vessel with the first to arrive being awarded the job (Norville
1994). The pilot then boarded the ship and navigated it to the anchorage aaingo could be
transferred to smaller shallow draft vessels which could reach the upper bay. At this point, each of
the pilots maintained their own boathd 1842 Mobile City Directory lists two different pilot
categories, one for the Mobile Bar (lovagrouter bay) and the other being the Upar (Chadick

1985:94).

In the midnineteenth century, the lower bay pilots consolidated to more effectively provide

their service by working together. Census records from the 1850s and 1860s lists close to 20
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families at Pilot Town with APi YooetLare2018:5% t ed as
Interestingly, many of the pilots were of European birth (Ireland, Holland,@®chtEngland, and
Sweden). The fact that so many of these families brought with them such diverse backgrounds

adds to the intrigue of the Pilot Town settlement.

In 1865, sixteen bar pilots formed the Mobile Bar Pikgsociation(MBPA) (Table 2.1).
This private business venture continues to operate today although the name has since changed to
Mobile Bar Pilots, LLC (Mobile Bar Pilots, LLC 2006). Prior to the turn oftthentiethcentury,
the Lower Bar pilots merged with the Upper Bar pilots to formMiubile Bar and Bay Pilots
Association. From this point forward, two pilot boats were kept on duty at all times. Pilot Boat No.
1 was kept 12 miles out in the Gulf of Mexico. Pilot Boat No. 2 anchored near the Mobile Bay

ship channel entrance (Dunne 1988:20

In the United States pilotage waters, navigation duties are shared between the pilot and the
master/ bridge crew (American Pilotsd Associ at
pilots in the Unitd StatesFourteen currentlgervethe Port of Mobile and smaller surrounding
ports (personal correspondence with Capt. Kirk Barrett). Pilots must guide all types of ships
(tugboats, oil rigs, barges, container ships, and even cruise ships) through the local waters. While
in motion and upd speeds of 12 knots, the pilot boat pulls alongside the vessel until the bar pilot
can reach the ladder and climb aboard the incoming craft. Once on the vessel, a series of verbal
exchanges between pilot and master transfer responsibility of the ship tocal pilot, who

navigates the vessel safely into port (Alabama Seaport 2010:4).
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Joseph Clemons 1843 North Carolina
Frederick Smith 1850 Holland
James Coyle 1850 Pennsylvania
Andrew S. Dorgan 1850 Nawy Cowe
Samuel F. Wilson 1852 Pennsylvania
John R.B. Mcintosh 1852 Mississippi
William Thomas Nonille 1852 Maryland
William Charles Johnston 1852 Scotland
Charles Wallace 1852 Sweden
Colin James Campbell 1857 Scotland
Edward Dorgan 1859 Naw Cowe
William C. (O'Connor) Wilson 1859 Ireland
William Haywood 1859 England
Joseph Green 1859 Connecticut
Peter Weeks 1865 Sweden
George Roger Cook 1865 Maryland

The unique and vital role of bar pilots to the shipping industry had and still has significant
impacts to local, national, and international commerce. Pilot Tows hveane base for these
Alabama pilots and their profession during the early nineteenth through the early twentieth

century. The current pilots now operate out of nearby Dauphin Island (Mann 2015). Although the

boats and technology have changed over thesytb@& need for this expertise has not.

Town Life

Accordi

ng to hi

stori

c al

account s,

t

he

Navy Cove(Chapman 2007Comings andAlbers 1928 Southern Stad89Q Bunch 2000ai).

pi

Interestingly, for much of their habitation, they did not own the land. In 1872, 14 pilots pooled

$338 to purchase 620 acres from the Esta@aimodore and Jean Lafitte adversary A.P.K Jones
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(deceased), of which included their Pilot Town village (Bur@bO2). The original 14 pilots listed

on the 1872 deed included: Edward Dorgan, Andredggan, William T. Norville, Peter Weeks,
George Cook, Frederick Smith, William Johnston, Harvey C. Wilson, Carmelite Wallace, Danna
(Denny) Ladnier, John Ladnier, Biamin Midgette, James Coyle, and Daddster (Table 2.2).

An undated photograph of some of the Pilot Town residents atop Workbench Hill is seen in Figures

2.4 and2.5.

Edward Dorgan pilot 1/14
Andrew S. Dorgan pilot 1/14
William Thomas Nonille pilot 1/14
Peter Weeks pilot 1/14
George Roger Cook pilot 1/14
Frederick Smith not listed 1/14
Harvey Curtis Wilson boatman 1/14
William Charles Johnston pilot 1/14
(Chizgillvltzu\;\:;ae”sv?gow) keeps house 114
Danna (Denny) Ladnier not listed 1/14
John Ladnier oysterman 1/14
Benjamin Midgette ”glgzgﬁe 1/14
James Coyle not listed 1/14
David Coster boatman 1/14
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Figure2.4. Unidentified merand dog on common area (Workbench HitlPilot Town
(photo courtesy oAlabama Historical Commissigifort Morgan Collection

Figure2.5. Unidentified menand dog on common area (Workbench HillpPilot Town(photo courtesy of
Capt. KirlBarrett).
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The families never divided the property. Doors were not locked. All was shared. The bonds
formed at Pilot Town were strengthened further by numerous marriages within the community.
What began as simply a small mariner village made up of skilled loweldtarand their families
soonbecame a sebufficient coastal community. Theatural wonders of the cove and bordering
St. Andrews Bay provided a seemingly endless supply of fish, crab, and oysters. Citrus trees
covered the upland areas. Residents alisedaigs and chickens here. Fresh water was captured
by two large brick cisterns constructed by the villagers. Homes were built to have a clear view of
the sea and the bay as the pilots were on constant lookout for vessels cogumg @@outhern
Star1890). There were no roads, but everyone had a boat, as did the mailmarhit€rgandy
beaches extended for miles providing the ultimate playground for residents and visitors to collect

shells, swim, and explore (Ladnier 1908; Rich 2001).

While some Wed here yearound, many of the residences were second houses with
primary homes being in Mobile where some of the children atteadedol (Bunch 2000d).
Though, according to the 1880 census, Pilot Town had its own sdi@ol870 census lists John
B.Wal pool as i fAndesirpdom 20213 an lyears later, Adelia and Minnie McKay
ar e l i st ed as ASchool Teacher 0.0 whi h epilotMao g ar
occupations listed on the census records for Navy Cove betweenl13860are Butcher
Stevedore, Oysterman, Fisherman, Laborer, Boat Man, Steamboat Man, Sailor, U.S. Orderly
Sergeant, Light House Keeper, Fort Keeper, Bookkeeper, Domestic Servant, Carpenter, and
Doctor.

Battle of Mobile Bay

The idyllic location of Pilot Town could not @vent it from escaping the tension brought

on by the Civil War. In fact, it assured it. As it had been during the War of 1812, Navy Cove was
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overtaken by federal forces again in August 1864. Thousands of Union troops seized the area and
wharf to carry outhe land attack on Fort Morgan. Overwhelmingly, the pilots sided with the
Confederacy, many even playing pivotal roles in the cat and mouse game of running the federal
blockades stationed at the mouth of the bay. While dangerous, running the blockadésowaas
lucrative endeavor. A good runner could earn $5000 a month, payable in gold (Bunch 2000b).
Through these efforts several pilots were captured and jhiistbrian Doris Rich claimed
thatwi I I i am Christopher 0O6Connor (Black Bill) Wi
a New York prison after refusing a $50,000 payment and home on the Hudson if he would pilot
the Union fleet into Mobilday (Yore Lore2018:5) Wilson survived prisorand returned later to
lower Alabama. Despite not legally ever becoming an American ciflzem in Ireland)he
considered the South his Acountryo to the ext
ConfederacyWilson exclaimed;I'd see the whie Yankee fleet damned and in hell before I'd
betray myc o u n MobitledRegiste200().
Captains Wliam T. Norville, Andrew Dorgan, and George Coaltso assistedthe
ConfederateStatesNavy (Bunch 2000h) These pilots helpe@€aptin Horace Hunleyin the
Mobile Bay as he worked taevelop the first submarine. The secood Hunl eyds t
experimental vesselWwas towed to Pilot Town for adjustmdntlowing an unsuccessful attack on
the blockade. It ultimatelgank atNavy Cove amid badieather Throughout thélockade Cook
and otherswouldails mal | round bottomed vessels (fAyawl so
Confederate sailing ships loaded with supplies and munitions from the Gulf of MErepilots
would then lead theessethrough the mouth of the bay into the Mobile Ship char®#ler times
they would transport cotton to English ships anchored in Havana, Cabkwould bethrown in

thedungeon at Fort Morgan on more than one occagoamreturring home to PilofTown. Union
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officers would visit thgp i | lwouséssat night and open the tééis to make sure tiieverethere
(Werneth 1984)Capt William T. Norville was captured bgfederal shipvhen attempting to skirt
the blockadeon the runnedohn ScottHe wasimprisoned forover twoyeass in Fort Warren,
Massachusettafter refusing to assist the Union fleet (Dunne 1998:20).

Hurricane

On September 27, 1906, with little warning, a powerful hurricane tore through the Alabama
Gulf Coast, destroying Pilot Town @illing well over 100 along the coast. FHtigree Pilot Town
residents were left to contend with the angry storm with virtually no defense. The wife and four
sons of Captain Dennis Ladnier were among those who did not survive as they were swept from
thar roof by a tidal wave. Captain William Johnston, pilot of 53 years, also lost his life in the
storm at Pilot Town (Midgette 1912). Maude Midgette (1912), daughter to Captain Benjamin
Franklin MidgetteJater recalled the harrowing events detailing thpt&aber 1906 hurricane at
Navy Cove and the days pr.ec¢€wademypgrodMalde andii Di ar
a few others had begun packing to depart as their summer at Navy Cove was ending and they were
to return to Mobile. But the rain contindieo fall with the winds intensely strengthening. It became
clear the boat they had signaled for their return to Mobile would not be coming. The Gulf waters
behind them were now washing over their land and into the bay. Families scurried from house to
hous in the dark toward more stable homes and higher ground. Most sought refuge in Captain
JohnLadni er 6 s n-stosyl hpmebButi eleh the twatory Ladnier home became too
dangerous for sheltering as it began to disintegrate right before their@yes.the kitchen
detached and washed away a decision was made for all to head for the highest point, a 40 ft. sand
dune, known aso AANVohruknbaenn cchh aHinl lof over 40 indiyv

they waded through the chest deep water towsa dhill a short distance away. Survivors Midgette
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(1912) and Sidney Ladnier (1908) describe lying on their backs, clutching one another to keep
from being blown away by the unrelenting wind. By daybreak, the full picture of the damage was
realized. Bits ad pieces of three houses were all teatainedFigures2.6-2.14). Pilot Town was

no longer.

Figure2.6. Posthurricane John Ladnier horaéPilot Town(photo courtesy of Fairhope
Museum of History).
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Figure2.7. Posthurricane Capt. James Duggans hoasBilot TownOct 1906) (photo
courtesy ofAlabama Historical Commissiiort Morgan Collection

Figure2.8. Posthurricane Capt. John Smith howePilot Townphoto courtesy of
Alabama Historical Commissigiort Morgan Collection
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Figure2.9. Posthurricane Capt. William Johnston howdPilot Townphoto
courtesy ofAlabama Historical Commissigiort Morgan Collection

Fgure 2.10. Workbench Hill where Navy Cove survivors were saved by troops from
Fort Morgan (photo courtesy éflabama Historical Commissigifort Morgan Collection
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Figure2.11. John Ladrer HouseJames Duggan Houdehn Smith House, Na@pve
Sept. 190photo courtesy oflabama HistoricaCommissiogFort Morgan Collection

Figure2.12. Andrew DorgarmHouse(photo courtesy of Fairhope Museum of History).
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Figure2.14. Pilot Town hurricane survivors the morning after (photo courtesy of
Fairhope Museum of History). Pictured in the back row from left: John Ladnier, Joseph
H. and E.F. Norville, William Wilson, Gertrude Ladnier and an unknown soldier. Front
row from left: Capt. and Mrs. T.A. Johnston, and Mr. and ®sh.
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Ownership

The former Pilot Town settlement is currently privately owned as it was purchased through
a court ordered auction in 1998. With the land never being divided among the 14 pilots listed on
the 1872 deed, eadriginally shared a 1/14 owndnp in the propertyastenants in comman
Proceeds from the sale tife pproximateremaining300 acres wereltimately split between
attorneys, Pilot Town descendants, &eds to arailroadcompanythat had previously acquired
some of the lan@Mobile Register2000b) This unique case is believed to have been the longest

running court case in Baldwin County, spanning 40 years (Bunch 2000i; Davidson 2001).

Plans to develop the property during the late 1990s and early 2000s were met with
opposition by the public, state, and federal agencies. In addition to the significant archaeological
deposits as well as sensitive environmental habitat (located within dheSBcour National
Wildlife Refuge buffer), a Pilot Town cemetery is also located here. Pilot Town and the adjacent
100 or so acres remain undeveloped today although it is again up for sale. Correspondence with
the currentandowner revealapproximately B0 ft. of the peninsula (northernmost portion) is now
underwater. Acartographic regression analys@nfirms much of the strip of land that held the
houses is now part of the bay. This includes the two bistkrns, which haveince ollapsed into

the aurf. The cemetery is believed to be on slightly higher ground and remains above sea level.

Cemetery

The current condition and true size of the cemetery is unknown. In 1999, four headstones
of former Pilot Town inhabitants were reported at the cemetemngl archaeological
investigations conducted by Noel R. Stowe two decades ago. The archaeological report lists

Charles Wallace [died 1866], Mahala Ann Dorgan [died 1869], Charlie Wallace [died 1874], and
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Carmelite Walsh [died 1892] as the four identifiaterments (Stowe 1999a:22; 1999b&9).
Charles and Charlie Wallace were father and $tp.four stone tombstones are inscribed:

Charles Wallacelied 29 Oct. 1866, age 56. A Mobile Bay Pilot. A Native of Sweden
who departed this life at Navy Cove.

He spent a useful life in the fateful discharge of his duties as a man, a citizen, a
husband, and a father. As a pilot of Mobile Bay during 30 years, no danger ever
deterred him from the performance of his calling. Calm in the storm and strong in
hisgoodc onsci ence, he was at all times r eac
sleep the sleep of the just.

Mahala AnnSacred to and in memory of Mahala Ann. Daughter of M.L. Coster
and wife of A. Dorgan. Died 30 Mar. 1869. aged 26 years 8 manithg days.

An affectionate wife, a loving mother, an obedient daughter and a constant
Christian. She has been called to her final home where no sorrow, sickness, pain,
nor death can enter. Cause, ye mourners
love pain and dath, and night and anguish. Enter not the world above.

Charlie Wallacdn Memory of Charles Wallace oén April 30 1&%4, Died
November 13874

Carmelite Walsiin Memory of Carmelite Walsh Born Oct 12 1830 Died April 12
1892

Local historian David SmithweckKQ17150 also indicates four burials at Pilot Town;
however, Charles Wallace is the orbyrial alsodescribedby Stowe.Smi t hweck6s r es
suggestearlier usef the bar pilot cemetery beginning with pilot Matthew Abl&y [died 1829],
followed by Thomas Dorgan [died 1840], Samuel Wilson [died 1852], and finally Charles Wallace
[died 1866]. According to Stowe (1999a:22) the cemetery was believed to have been damaged by

looting, neglect, and hurricane disturbance.

Impact

It has now been over 100 years since Pilot Towndeasnated by the hurricandowever,
generations of bar pilots on the Alabama Gulf Coast continue to play a critical role in local,

regional, and international commerce made possible by the. tMdritime historian Kevin
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Foster stated that #Awithout the bar pilots wh

Mobil e may not h aguoted inBanthe2000d). as a port o (

31



Chapter 3Theor and Background Review

Utopia

In 1516, Sir Thomas More first coined thverd utopia, in his fictional satire of the same
name, as a place of soci al and political per f
and also Ano placedo (Tarlow 2002:299). Thr ou:
cooperative society of sharedeas and resources as an appealing alternative to the nobility,
materialism, and class distinctions inherent on the nearby mainland. The artificial island had been
intentionally separated from the main landmass by construction of a canal (More 2020:76).
Uopi ads inhabitants sought a more representat
citizens worked together and were thereby equals (More 20Z0)6%and was to be worked, not
owned. Morebs (2020:81) Ut opi entsswappiagauhiermp o pl a
built houses every 10 years. Work tasks were either farming in the countryside or city related trades
performed at tweyear intervals depending on housing assignment. The homes, owned by the state,
remained unlocked. All was sharadd money held no value by its citizens (More 2020:1065).

Within the cities, meals were communal and prepared in turn (More 2020:95).

Mor e 6 s -83 Wtdpia deBclbes a capital city with numerous other cities each having
elected representatives &ssist managing the commonwealth. Cities were equally spaced and
uni form in appearance (More 2020:79). I n the
female workers, two slaves (criminal or war prisoner), and a leader. Tremendous importance was
placed on the family, which was the foundation of society. As such, marriage was held in the
highest regard. Various religious beliefs were accepted with the caveat that immortality awaits all
in the afterlife. Workers could be shared between the citiepemaission to travel and visit could

be granted by permission of the prince. Al t hc

32



governance was seemingly democratic in nature as officials, including the prince, were elected

rather than inherited.

Mooreds vision of communal har mony and equ
communities formed in the U.S. during the eighteenth and nineteenth century. According to
communitarian schol ar Donal d Pit z eaestéblisBetl 7) |, 0
during this time. Reasons behind these designed utopian communities vary but each was an effort
to improve or create a better place through shared ideas. Some were specifically intended to
increase profits while others were an outright répacto the growing industrial capitalistic system
of the time. Other substitute societies were brought on by desire for social or political change while
others intended to strengthen spiritual or religious commitment. What they all have in common
though,is that they each wanted something more and they did something about it. One way or
another, they rebuked society and at least temporarily chose a new way of living. A few examples

of American Utopiaresque experiments are summarized below.

Utopias
Shalers (1776present)

The first of these Quaker offshoot settlements which sprung up in America did so in eastern
New York in 1776. Nearly two dozen Shaker communes soon followed across New England, the
Midwest, and even the southeastern United States (Sargent 1991:39). dmilagle Shaker
community survives and resides in Maine, though it claims just two active members. The
American Shakers were first led by Ann Lee(s) (Mother Ann) until her death in 1784. Joseph
Meachum and Lucy Wright subsequently held the movement tagelile establishing a system

of equal, dual authority (Sargent 1991:39). Members would convert and join these egalitarian
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settl ement s, known as Afamilies, 0 although th
also welcomed and took in orphaneaainwanted children which allowed them to expand their
base. As Sargent (1991:39) poinhhssounclhadés art
way in which they moved in straight lines and with 90 degree turns. Through simplicity, a perfect

life on earth could be attained (Sargent 1991:39). And as a cohesive group, they found a combined
strength more apt to resist the outside world and its unholy temptations. Equality, communal living,
order, confession, pacifism, and celibacy are among the nthay tenets of this deeply devout

society As with manyutopian communities, belongings were shared. They also designed their

own distinctive clothes, another outward signal of breaking from the mainstf€arow

2002:310 Sargent 1991:40 Over the yearsShaker economies transitioned from primarily
agricultual to manufacturing. Villagers sold produce, crafts, seeds, and furniture to external
markets through their many successful busine@eadow 2002:311Sargent 1991:40). Despite

stringent rules andows not to procreate, the Shakers are the longestiagdimerican Utopian

experiment (Paul 2017).

Brook Farm (18441846)

Brook Farm, or the Brook Farm Institute of Agriculture and Education, avascular
utopian experimententered around a 1-#&grefarm near Boston, Massachusetts between-1841
1846.The community was founded by Transcendent&lextrge Ripleyhis wife Sophia, and over
a dozen intellectuals including Nathaniel Hawthorne, Horace Greely, William Allen, and Charles
Anderson Dana. As such Br ook Farm has al so ®(Preusel ahdibbed
Pendery 2006). At its peak, Brook Farm claimed up to 120 members (NPS 2017). Ripley and his
fellow communards believed the sharing of labor as well as educational equality would promote

social, spiritual, and mental growth among its followm@tseucel and Pendery 2008&Yhile the
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Brook Farmergreferred dispersed residences, they choose communal dining to facilitate social
interaction.Work tasks were rotated with each of the members to participate eduiiyately,
though,a lack of structure and order did prove taéats limitationsat the farm Work hours

began being recorded as some members were thought not to pull their weight in the fields. Poor
yields forced the community to take out additional mortgayeéghin a few years, Brook Farm

converted to a more orgaed and rigid Fourierism model

Charles Fouriewas a French philosophand leading voice on utopian socialism. His ideas
influencedBrook Farmas well assthercommunes in the nineteenth centufgurier rebuffed the
idea of communal property and advocated insteadjfont-stock partnership systeith Brook
Farmfacing financial difficulty t wasdecidedto make tle transitionin hopes otcreatng a more
prosperous economy and ultimately becmmmore seHsufficient. Each of the members
purchased a share for $500, entitling voting rights and securing a spot for one child to be educated
at the institute. Private property was considered essential. Dividends were paid but kept minimal
to foster ommunal growth. Members paid for their boarding and received payment for their work
(Sargent 1991:54). Just as the new communal phalanstery building was being constructed and the
community was being expanded, a large fire put an end to the Brook Fammeattin 1846

(Preucel and Pendery 2006).

Oneida (18481880)

The Oneida Perfectionist was a Christian commune originating in central New York with
smaller branches later extending into New Jersey, Connecticut, and Vermont. Editor and author
Spencer Klaw (1993:7) describes the Oneida as one of the most successfptsato build a

society where men and women lived together as brothers and sisters sharing the fruits of their

common labor with absolute equality. It was hivat Perfectionissc oul d A pur ge t hem
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the selfishness inh&liamwt 19®3p7dyat @ Nowhengh iwg
anything elseo (Klaw 1993). The Oneida were s
Coming had occurred previously, and perfection and absence of sin was achievable in this world.
Community founderand spiritual leader John Humphrey Noyes presided at the top of the
community and was <considered AFathero to the
possessions, and complex marriage became the foundation for these religious settlements. The
Ondda rejected monogamy and considered all members married to the group. Loyalties were to

the community (Klaw 1993: 292). Chitldaringwas also a communal practice and believed to be

the responsibility of theillage Klaw 1993:7) Procreation pairings wersorted by committee

(Sargent 1991:46) and decisions were usually arrived abbgensus. Individualriticisms and

grievances were aired openly at town meetings with decisions being made together or not at all
(Sargent 1991:47). The Oneidansre adeptat various forms of manufacturing, most notably

silver flatware.They alsooperated a sawmill, gristmiltannery andat timesevenfoot peddled

various items to contribute to the communal coffeks its peak, Oneida claimedver 300

members. The commuyi lasted over three decades, due in large part to hard work and
adaptability. To ease the burden of labor, duties were rotated @88 99100). Nevertheless,

the commune coll apsed shortly after an unsucc
abruptly fled the country in 1879 to avoid arrest on charges of sexual immorality. The following
year , t he c o mmudn factosy were tpanstepee rintoya carporation, Oneida

Community, Ltd(Klaw 1993:5).

Pullman (18861895)

Planned company towns such as Pullman, lllinois aimed to advance the capitalist, industrial

system bycreating an entirely seffufficient town.DepaulUniversity Professor Jane EvBaxter
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(2012) refers to Pullman as a social experiment which drew from utopian principles to perfect the
American capitalist system, rather than rejeciitthor and professor emeritus Stanley Buder

(1967:92) ewasdnamencan uopiathatpeople wanted to suateed

Adding Pullman as a case study in this exercise was not without hesitation as the
paternalism and industrialization Pullman is known for ve@rae ofthe very reasons many of the
utopian settlementsere formed. Nevertheleshe company town has been megel to as utopian,

and as a result, it has been added here for comparison.

The town of Pullman was built at the height of the Industrial Revolution in the late
nineteenth century just beyond the outskirts of Chicago for the manufacturing of sleegansrail
American businessman and industrialist George Pullman believed that by elevating the moral and
social standing of his workers this would further protect his business interests (Buder 1967; Baxter
2012:654. Hi s A model t owno i shoppingdmltin thehMidwesti glegant i n d o
libraries, parks, banks, theaters, post office, stables, playground and playing fields, company
stores, school, a fotgtory hotel, and one and tvatory duplexes for the workers (Buder 1967:62).
A nondenominational lsurch was available for various worship amdgth the exception of the
Greenstone Church, all other buildings were made of brick to exhibit a feeling of uniformity.
Nevertheless, it had its share of s hoproted omi ng:
to be shoHived despite the beautiful surroundings and improved amenities (indoor plumbing,
electric lighting, sanitary conditions, etc.) not previously available to many of the workers (Baxter
2012:652). As Baxter (2012:653) points othig town layout was designed not simpfgr
aesthetics andocial engineering but to also regulate behaBorcial needs were not only to be
met, but they were to be directed and shaped (Buder 1967:70). And with the town under company

control its residents weret only unrepresented but unable to purchase property (Buder 1967:82).
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An economic depression beginning in 1893 led to significant wage decreases at the factory and
numerous layoffs yet no reductions in rent or adjustments to the company sold goodsadere m
(Snell 1970). Tensions boiled over and the result was one of the most significant strikes in
American labor history. A year later, the lllinois Supreme Court ruled to end the monopoly and

company ownership at Pullman (Snell 1970).

Utopian Traits

When studying utopias and other alternative settlements, as seen in the examples above,
there are defining characteristibgtcontrasthemfrom mainstream society. Table 3.1 identifies
many of these utopian traitecognized duringhe background reseeln. The utopianattributes
were then entered into data tablefor sideby-side case studycomparison.As the table was
populated during this review, it revealed various similarities as well as differences among the
particular social experiments highligtten this chapter. Apart from Pullman, the other four
settlements began as places of resistance. Also, they each rejected capitalism, preferring a
cooperative society to one of competition. One of the consistent tenants of utopianism is communal
ownership.However, even this trait was not universally shared in the provided case studies. For
instance, Brook Farm communards believed private ownership was critical to achieving
enlightenment and maintaining individual integriéy spatial distancing from majasrban areas
was alsaoticedduring this review as anotheommonly heldutopian attributel astly, it is worth
mentioning that thearious communitarian social experiments tended to evolve in their beliefs and

actions, at times necessitated by a lackesburces anflinding
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Physical Labor Y Y Y Y Y
Leadership Y Y (at first) Y Y Y
Egalitarian Y Y Y (at first) Y N
Belief that their model would spread Y Y Y Y Y
Social engineering Y Y Y Y Y

Planned or deweloped organically Planned Planned O(rignailt?;(lzsl)ly Planned Planned
Communal Ownership/Capital Y Y N Y N
Rejected Capitalism Y Y Y Y (at first) N
Shared Labor Y Y Y Y N
Distinctive change in appearance Y Y N Y N
Spatial distancing from major urban area Y Y Y Y Y
Religious based N Y N Y N
Cooperative Living or Social Reform CL & SR CL & SR CL & SR CL & SR SR

Excavating Utopias

Archaeologist Sarah Tarlow (2002:306¢onvincingly argues thatthe potential for
archaeological research at former utopian commungiggich greatathansimply filling in gaps
of the historical record and site histories. Excavating these sites can not only reveal site layout,
activity areas, and use of space within these settlements, the archaeology can also illuminate the
lives of those who lived therend the alternative society in which they chose. The material culture
found at these sites can confirm or contradict established views or rules of a particular society.
With the benefit of archaeological findings, we can better understand the degreeesssacc

commune was able to achieve toward their goal of societal improvement.

We must also keep in mind that not all settlements, especiallylsleaexperiments, and

those that formed more organically, have tabating written documentation concernirtge
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motivations and organization of the commune. In these instances, archaeology may be the only
available record. However, concerning wadicumented utopias, when able to combine the
archaeological record with the arrangement of landscapeslhasarcitecture, when extant, the

result is a deepemore integratethterpretation than any one soutaa be orits own (Van Bueren

and Tarlow 2006)vVan Bueren and TarloWurther arguehat artifacts areften the only record of

certain activities, which ottrwise may have been thought mundane or unworthy of documenting.

They contendthat even these detagfiould not be overlooked ash ey fAmay pr ovi de &
perspectiveonhowt opi an visions played ou(vanBuerenand | y | i

Tarlow 20062).

Archaeological investigations at Brook Farm produced valuable data regarding the
relocation of utopiafperiod buildings, thereby generating the first accurate map of the settlement
(Preucel and Pendery 2006:16). The archaeolsgy able to answer questions on how the
transforming ideologies were represented in the cultural landscape and built environment. The
excavations also cleared up documented contradictions in the written record regarding some of the
structures. Furthermorsubsurface testing confirmed communal dining practices as all dinnerware
was found at the Hive and not the individual residences. These findings are evidence of the types
of social engineering found at utopian settlemerfkis is important because ithvout
archaeological support we are left to rely on patiatorical accountswhich mayreflect the

interests of individual authors (Preucel and Pendery 2006:6).

Baxter (2012:653) states that archaeology at intentionally plannechwoities, such as
Pullman, can elucidate research topics such as landscape use and consuBagtesnsuggests
that the archaeological evidence becomes the source for more historical questions, meant to cause

a reanalysis ofhie documentary archiv&he hotel grounds and the backyards at Pullman showed

40



no archaeological evidence of use from the period before the strike. Daily trash removal and the
absence of privies were undoubtably factors in the minimal recoveries of household items. In the
case of Pullran, the cultural material (excluding brick), or lack thereof, reinforces the notion that

the controlledand forcedenvironrmentd e si gned to create a fAmodel

certain demise.

Pilot Town Historical Record

Was the Pilot Town settlement at Navy Cove influenced by ideas of utopianism? The Pilot
Town archival record draws several parallels to the baselineanta®als described by More and
imitated by numerous others during this time period. The recently placed historical marker near
the site describes the Pilot Town villageuségpian Figure 3.1) Furthermorenumerous articles,
assorted documentary sourcand local lore also define this settlement as a utopia. But was it

really? The current research aims to find out.
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On the western shore of Andrews Bay’ orth o'fb"rﬁ:erbe)»,

Bar pilots established a community in tHel1830S kirown
as ‘Pilot Towni The pilots monitored the mouth of Mobile
Bay while working ona large sand dune they named

rkbench Hill's They wodldirush outito sell their
S to arriving ships. Fort Morgan officers housed
families in the Settlement and large socials were
field, often entertaining international guests: The town
grew: into.a Utopian community with a'short railroad to
Fort Morgan, a cemetery, and many homes--but no
propérty lines: The September 24, 1906 hurricane swept
?he community and alftheir homes into Mobile Bay and
town vanished. The only survivors were tied to oak
S on top of Workbench Hill. Property lines had not
been established; so homes were never rebuilt.
Int 960s, most of the cemetery stones were renioved
and subsequently lost when a boat launch was built
here.

Baldwin County Nistoric Development and Baldwin County Commissions:AL200 2017

Figure3.1. Historical plague for Pilot Town. Photo by Jon Glass (author).

Various collections of Pilot Town archival documents have been previously compiled and
made available for viewing at different local repositories. Venues housing Pilot Town and/or Navy
Cove collections are the Fold3ublic Library (Genealogy and Alabamaskiry Division),the
Mobile Local History and Genealogy Library, the Fairhope Museum of Hidkary Gaines, and

the Fort Morgan State Historic Site.

In March 2000, Mobile Registerstaff reporter Joey Bunchenned numerouarticles
concerning Pilot Town as partafthreed ay seri es call ed fACamel ot
Legacyo This wellcrafted and thorough collection of articles and stories was the starting point

for the current background literature search for this projéw. newspaper search continued via
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Newspapers.com as ,kefyNawvoy d&o di®ipiolt otT@wwer e am
search entries used to access the local and regional digitized newspaper records associated with
Pilot Town, Alabama with resultdating back to the midineteenth century. A considerable

amount of newspaper articles were obtained during this online query, some of which do relate to

the research question and/or at least provide further context and color to the former pilot settlement
Various other sources were also discovered over the course of the background review which
included family histories provided by key informants and intervievasssrted compilations from

local historias, census recorgddegal documents, previous archhgical reports, and historic

maps and aerials of the area.

Additionally, published memoirs of twoofmer Pilot Town residentalso provided
invaluable detail regardinthe village, and of course the fateful hurricane. These -fietd
accountsof life at Pilot Towninclude Sidney a d n i e r Before ar@l A\feer thie Storm. Navy
Cove, AbhadamMaode MifiDmg ofthe Starm, Seépterdber-26d, 1906 6 A

1994 four-part video seriesT h e  Wa y & MaritilWaHistory of Mobile Bay produced by

Alabama Public Television and narrated by Pilot Town descendant Warren Norville was
discovered, becoming a part thie background researdB.o o ks by Davi d Smit hwe
Bay Bar Pilotso) andl e oRinv eSr.0)S | perdagwi d eidl hkei tMso b
Town and the bar pilots. Thalabama Seaport Magazinend the local weekly publication
Lagniappecontained articles regarding Mobile Bay piloting. The Baldwin County Historical

Society journallhe Quarterlyand the Baldwin County Genealogical Society news|&tbee Lore

also contributed to the research. The Baldwin County and Mobile County, Alabama Heritage
Committee books were reviewed as was the 18Z8rief History of Baldwin Countiy L.J.

Newcomb and Mdha M. Albers. These sources each contain information on the history of Navy
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Cove, piloting in the area, and/or short narratives on some of the individual pilot families that came
before. Lastly, background research included Waional Park Service Higtic American
Engineering Record (HAER) for fAPIi0l oat fSocrhmoeorn epri

boat for the Mobile Bar Pilots Association.

44



Chapter 4Methods and Data Collection

As stated in previous chaptethe current research aims tdetermine how Pilot Town
became settleand how it functioned. Were it&cupantsnspired by other intentionally attempted
Aut opiaso of the time period or maybe perhaps
Or insteadwasPilot Townsimply ageographic location where the Mobile Bay bar pilots settled
to better offer their service? Some archaeological investigations (Stowel)3®da occurred at
Pilot Town; albeit, with the primary focus being the prehistogcupation of the site. While
continued excavations are certainly warranted and recommended at Navy Cove, they are not
necessary for this project. Additional fieldwork is also euntrentlypermissible as it is not in the
interest of the preseifay landower. A goal of the currentresearch is teollaborate withthe
descendant community in the data recovery and interpretation of th€aitehis data augment
what has been learned from the archival record and the limited archaeological testing performed
atthe site? To supplement the existing data, the research consists of watkinglatives of the
Pilot Town residentsas well as other valued stakeholdémsa semistructuredoral history
interview process to collect descendantl key informanperspective data on tliermation and

social dynamic of théormerPilot Town community.

Approach

Passed down knowledge through subsequent generateséioped tgrovide reliable
insight intothe motivations for establishing the community and how it functiddath concerning
the social dynamic, leadership, rules, public spacesership,and communal activities ag

collected to inform the results of the research quesRogliminary archial research discovered
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several families of the original bar pilots which settled Pilot Town remain on the Alabama Gulf

Coast. Stakeholders were initially contacted by phone to determine participation willingness.

The research subjecisclude descendantsf Pilot Town occupantas well as a non
relative key informantOver the course of the investigation, a total ofosed histories/interviews
were performedgomplemering the historical and archaeological records of Pilot Tolwmo of

the interviewed d&cendants are current members of the Mobile Bar Pilots Association, LLC.

The oral histories and interviews lasted betweed@tinutes. Due to research restrictions
and safety measures in response to the CEMIPpandemic, some conversations were comduct
remotely. Interviews were conducted emeone and recorded either by phone or in person
through hanéheld microphone recorder. Conversations were then transcribed through Otter.ai
software with the researcher carefully reviewing the transcriptionetds for errors or unclear
dialogue. Transcription text was then sent togasicipant to verify its accuracy. At the onset of
the recorded conversation, tharficipantswere identified establising their connectionto the
former Pilot Townresidengs). The participant was then encouraged to discuss their background
and connection to the resource. At times, the interviewer redirected the conversation back toward
the topic of Pilot Town and its supposed utopianism.sfjoes varied somewhat depending on
the participant and their connection to the former village; however, a selected group of core
guestions regarding the origin, formation, and intent of the settlement were asked in each
interview. Both closed and opeandced questionswere presented. The participants were
encouragedtb elaborate as desiraghich providedglimpses into theiunderstanding of the topics

in question. A sample interview guide is provided\ppendixB.

Additionally, other norutopian relatedjuestions were asked to shed further light on the

former community. For instance, there is some uncertainty in the historic record of who and how

46



many former residents lduried at the abandoned Pilot ToWavy Covecemetery Another goal

of this projectwas to inquiravhether improved accetsthe cemeterwould result in future visits.

Consentand Archiving

The University of Maryland Institutional Review Board (IRB) deemed the current research
oral history, therefore not requiring IRB revieMevertheless, best practices for participant data
collection were observed and followed throughout the course of the project. Prior to interview or
recording of any kind, research participants provided either written or verbal consent for their
contributian. A consent form outlining the purpose of the project was provided to each participant
ahead of each interview. The form included the resea®hentact information should there be a
need to reach the investigator with any questimnconcerns. Infornmés were made aware their
responses and their name could be selected for inclusion in the research paper. No participants

askedfor their perspective to remain confidential.

The oral history audio recordings and transcribed digital file will be archooadly at the
Foley PublicLibrar s Al abama, L oc al DiHgion ih ol AladbamdThé&se ne al o
files will also be offered to the state archive atlderlocal libraries and historical societies that

have shown and continue to show intereshéproject.

Obstacles

It was made clear at the onset of the interview thatcquestiongouldbe skipped should
the interviewee become uncomfortable responding to a topi§shsitive topics included
discussion and concern for the Pilot Town cemetery. Some of the intended participants have
ancestors buried at Navy Cove and the cemetery is not easily accessed. Another point of stress was

thought to be possible relationships lwiither descendant families. Ironically, the cooperative
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living and communal ownership decisions the Pilot Town settlers made long ago did lead to strife
and conflict amongst some of the descendants years later as various families had different
intentionsand beliefs for what should have been done with the land their families coemed.

Finally, the 1906 hurricane that ended the settlement presented a potential uncomfortable subject

for some, particularly those who lost members of their family in trenst

Data Collection

Through the course of each interview pertinent research topic data was obtained through
discussion, conversation, and questioning. Existing documentation such as the historic roadside
plague, newspaper clippings, and the 1872 déed-ownership of the land suggests Pilot Town
may have been more than just a cooperative living environment or labor community. Descendant
engagement was employed to get at the heart of this supposition. Were the residents influenced by
other utopian comomities springing up across the nation during this time? And why did they not
stake off the land in some way? It was hoped that some of the participants would have informed
thoughts and perhaps even family documents to answer questions coné&wlotinigpwn as a
utopia Unpublished papers, journatecordsphotographspr evenbiographies detailing the town
and its occupants coulduminatethe origin and influencesf Pilot Town.Undocumented stories,
recollections, and even opinions from Pilot Test@keholders regarding the Navy Cove settlement
all contribute to the collaborative data available. This year (2021) markseaissince the storm
ended the Pilot Town/Navy Cove settlement. Considering the time lapse, the investigator was
aware that perrtent research data could vary greatly among participants. Additionally, the
investigator believes that an absence of supporting data to show Pilot Town as an intentional

alternate to mainstream society also informs the research question. Utopian expedicheot
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conceal their plans to redefine society. They expected to succeed and become a model for other

communities. If Pilot Town had similar intentions, there should be data to support this notion.

Data collection and analysis for this projediws-fold. In conjunction with the oral history
interviews and collaborative data recovery and interpretation, this study also focuses on the written
record of Pilot Town and the numerous articles, papers, archaeological reports, journals, poems,
pictures,and maps available. Comparing the written history of the former pilot village at Navy
Cove with descendant and other stakeholder perspectives enhances our understanding of Pilot

Town, Alabama.

During analysis, the researcher rewdithe Pilot Town/NavyCove documents compiled
over the course of this project. And as discussed in the Theoretical and Background Review
section, utopias (fictional or attempted) share many common charactégsacBable 3.1)n an
effort to discover applicable data conueyg Pilot Town as a utopia, a methodological review and

analysis of the archival record will also be performed.

Qualitative Analysis

The qualitative data (interview data and documentary sources) being obtained during the
current research is beirmgpturel and analyzedisingt he fde sdngobpt Aivepcc cod
method.Bernard and Ryan (2010:75) describe coding as the organizing of themes into codebooks
and applying codes to various sets of taext. S
analysis, a code is a researcher generated construct that symbolizes and thus attributes interpreted
meaning to each individual datum for later purposes of pattern detection, categorization, theory
buil ding, and other a n a hgydefinittons pnr nand, ethee seeavered Wi t |

research data is being broken down bit by bit, labeled and linked accordingly. The reason being,
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asRichards & Morsalescribg2007:137) as cited by Saldana (2015:8bding leads the analysts

Afrom t hei ddeaat,a atnod tfhreom t he i dea to al l t he da

For the recorded interviews, coding begins with the written transcription. Saldana
(2015:103) advises a quick and spontaneoudiyakne review of the material. Descriptive codes
will summarize and identify the text in such a way that upon a secondary or even tertiary cycle of
analysis, pertinent passages related to the research question will be more easily identified. For
instance, code exampl es s Wicihf feedw n eirf sahmi d oy,0 , A McC
Acemeteryo, and even fiunrelated to research
printed passage. The parsing of text throughout the documents brings to the surface the primary
content of each response or paragraph.-Posttes, color coding, highlighting, and underlining
are #so being employed. Through coding, patterns of repetition emerge throughout the transcribed

interviews as well as the archival record.

Another coding technique frequently used during qualitatgearch, also being utilized
during this analysis, is cutting and sorting. When referencing Lincoln and Guba (19851347
Bernard and Ryan (2010:67) point out that this codirgghod includesidentifying quotes or
expressions of seeming importance amnchnging them into related piles. Such keywords and
expressionsf importance identified during the analysislude the aforementionedopiantraits
and characteristicprovided n the previous chapterResults and interpretations follow the

collectionof all data and extraction of relevant information.
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Chapter BArchival Records on Pilot Town

Archival Results

In conjunction with the oral history interviews and collaborative data recovery and
interpretation, this study also focuses on the archeaird of Pilot Town and the many articles,
papers, archaeological reports, journals, poems, pictures, maps, and court filings. The researcher
has revisited each of the numerous Pilot Town/Navy Cove documents gathered over the course of
many months for tils project. And as discussed in tlierature review in Chapter, itopias
(fictional or implemented) share many common characteristics. Fheviev and continued
analysis of the Pilot Town archival record consisted of highlighting portions of the literature

indicative of utopias and communal settlements or whichratke highlight life at Navy Cove.

Much of what has been written about Pilot Town, Alabama centers on the storm that
brought the village to aabrupt andunceremonious endin@hough, there aretloerinformative
materials which have been found. These duoents routinelyromanticize te Navy Cove
settlement The stories and articlesnbh that thispl ace was speci al ,0 ACame
AGar den,oofamopidafppr adi seo0 are among the descript
reporters alikavhen refering to the former pilosettlemenin lower AlabamaBunch 20004;
Watson 1984)Why is this place different? Is it not simply that a group of lovaergilotsfound
an unclaimed and advantageqisce ofdry land from which to operateédr could it be that this
settlementvas in fact influenced or motivated in some vigyalternative philosophical, social,

religious, or political thought occurring throughout the country during the nineteenth century?

Listed below are relevant passages from the Pilot Tarxghival record. The sections of

text which apply to the research question have been extracted here and provided verbatim. They
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are listed in sequential order of the time of their writing. Also provided is an introductory paragraph

detailing the source agell as a summary of the pertinent data in each entry.

Letter from Confederate Lieutenant Robert Tarleton (1864)

Theexcerptbelow was written b onfederatéieutenant Robert Tarletan an 1864 letter
tohisgirlfiendas r ef erenced i n Sean MMabieal86H asOStaBd i en 6 s
of the Confederacylarleton isa Confederaté\labama artillery officer at Fort Morgailthough
an outsider, he ideclaring the nearbgoastal village of Pilot Town worthy of protection. At this
time (1860s) the homes are described as modest utilitarian structures, which suggests unplanned

developmentTarleton states

AThe city (Pilot Town) is well worth fight/]
of dilapidated onestory houses, paintless and shapeless, built immediately on the

shorethe sandy beach serving as the main saedtpromenadef the village, and

being adorned with various canoes andfskhauled up on shore for saféty.

Southern Trust (1890)

The Southern Stais the newspaper of Ozark, Alabantiacated in Dale CountyThe
passage below comes from an 1890 newspaper C
T r u 3he author of this article opines on the beauty of the land, the hospitality of the people, and
the abundant resources found at Navy Cove. Concerningnthee land agreement, or southern
trust as it is referred to here, the article contends that a cooperative living pact was made around
the 18201830s by earlier generations of pilots to keep the land to themselves in order to protect
their livelihood. Cormunal ownership made this possibléhis article is the first indication
discoveredwithin the written record to refer townique andcooperative living arrangement at
Pilot Town.The passage also touches on the pilotage fees alerting the readerphat Hegvice

is a forprofit operation.
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fAlabama has what is probably the oldest trust or combination in the United States
today, andpeople who believe that combina® ofrecent origin, will be surprised
to know that this one has been in operation for thegpetst or seventyears.

These people have erected their houses with broad piazzas in the front and rear, and
that is a rather difficult question for a stranger téed®ine,from the outlook,
whether he is entering the parlor or the kitchen. Their homes are so built for a
double purpose. These people are on the constant watch for vessels coming up to
the city or going out to sea, and have constructed their houséatsthey can
command a full view of both sea and bay, thus receiving the full benefit of the
breeze, no matter from which direction it may come.

These bay pilots for the purpose of keeping out competition, entered into a compact,
at least their fathers drgrandfathers did, by which it was agreed that none of them
should ever dispose of or mortgage any land or property at this place to an outsider,
and today the land cannot be obtained at any figure, and the compact is held as if
sacred. Although the writevill acknowledge in justice to these brave and honest
people, that the prices charged for pilotage are commensurate with the work
actually performed, and for true hospitality, they have few equals.

Thereis no spot in the United States more beautifsillyated for a summer resort
thanthis lonely peninsularand as forsurf bathing there is no place superior. The
beach is as white as the driven srasifar as the eye can reaehdin the waters
may be found at all seasons of the yéah, oysters andrabsin abundanceOn

the Gulf sideextending for many miles from the shore, is what is called the outer
bar, and when the sea is lashed fory by the windsthe large billows come rolling
in, and are dashed asunder by the obstruction, and thespregpt high in the air,
forming a silvery sheethat is beautiful tdehold. A the extreme point of the
peninsulaygrim and silentstands~ort Morgan, but the visitor sees no sign of the
tremendous bombardmeittreceived at the hands of Admiral Fayug while the
onesenty, as he stapto look seawards the picture of lonelinesandis thinking

no doubtof loved ones far away.

Particulars of the Killing of Bullock1891)

An 1891newspaper clippingn theJacksonville Republicarepors thefatal end of a one
time friendship between two Mobile men occurring at Navy Cove. In addition to the pilot village,
the waters surrounding Navy Cove were popular fishing locations.

Mobile, Oct 17-fiThe particulars of the killing of Dr Seymour Bullock, a
prominent exrederal soldier at Nav@Zove, by T.P. Brewer, are as follows. For
some timeébadblood had existed between the two men. This originated from a petty
guarrel. Brewer tells the story of the fatalfefy. He learned that Bullock had
threatened to kill him on ght, and accordingly kept out of the doctor's sight.
Thursday, he went fishinghd took his gun with him. Bullock was reported to have
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left Navy Cove and gone some miles of the.lBrgwer was fishingand suddenly

there was a flash of a gun and bullets whistled around his head. He looked up and
saw Bullock some distance off abouffite again and then Brewer discharged his
weapon, a doublbarrel shotgunwith fatal effect Fourbuckshot struck Bullock

and he died instantlyrhere were no witnesses to tairay. Bullock's body was
brought heréMobile) and will be interred with mitlary honorso

From the Sea (1898)

The quoted text below comes from &B98 newspaper clipping titleBrom the Sea
published in theBirmingham NewsThis short writeup details a successful tweeek boating
excursiorbetween the Navy Cove pilots and prominent businessmen and other community leaders
across the state. The message below was found in a corked bottle lifted from the shore near Navy
Cove a war after its writing. As guardians of the bay, the Alabama pilots gertainlymen of

influence.

fAiThe following was brought to tHéem office yesterday, having been picked up on
the south beach of Navy Cove last Tuesday in a champagne bottle gotigher

August 30 18970On Board Ship on Gulf of Mexico.The following party after
enjoying a two weekcruise with thePilots of Mobile Bay are returning home,
hoping that others may be so fortunate as to bayaly a time at some perigave
are very respectfully F.L. PettusSelma, Aa.; John B. Knox, Anniston, Alg;
Charles WallerGreensboro, AlaJohnMcQueen Birmingham, Ala; S.A. Wood
Montgomery Ala.; P. Coleman, Montgomery, Ala T. Smith Mobile,
Ala.;.NorborneClark, Mobile, Ala.-Mobile Iltemo

Before and After the Storii1908)

FormerPilot Town resident and storm survivor Sidney A. Ladhesthis Before andAfter
the Stornpublished in 1908Sidneywas born at Navy Cove in 18&hd aound the time of the
stormhewas employed as a boatsman at Fort Morgan. He later became a poet and author, often
providing historical information and/or nostalgic remembrances concerning early Baldwin County
history in his letters to the editor of theedd newspapers. HBefore and After the Stor(d908),

written two yearsafter the hurricanalestroyed the village and claimed five relatives, offers an
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inside glimpse into life at the cove. The excerpts below detail his perspective of the many
recreationbhactivities, various flora and fauna occurring there, and the carefree mentality of the
Pilot Town residents. He portrays an egalitarian setting with the pleasures found at Navy Cove as
sublime as any place found on the coast. The attractions of theyplateave been shared by the
guests as the visitors were frequent with some even lobbying to be taken in as permanent residents.
There is no indication of social engineering or even leadership.

fiThe little village was looked upon as a great summereptéiccomfort and
happiness, and as great crowdflpeople would come from the city of Mobile, and
from different parts of the northern states to spend their summer vacation, and enjoy
the great salt baths from the Gulf of Mexico, you could see themtahedl of the

day, in little groups along the white sand engaged in catching crabs, and a little
distance from the land, laying at anchor and rowing boats you could behold them
engaged in the sport of catching fish, as it was wide world known for its great
fishing grounds with large oyster beds, and just beyond the village of a distance of
three or four blocks is a bay known as/Atdrews Bay, which is situated like that

of a basin, containing one outlet, and its waters like that of a mirror. One could go
in the bay and come back in no time of half an hour with any of the three articles
he preferred crabs, fish, or oysters.o

ANavy Cove was s i-likeipdatepand to this s&ip f endiwass u | a
built the residence and homes of many loved ones who have departed from us. Since
the time they settled in the village, which is sixty years ago. The settlers of the
village depended upon fishing and oystering for the support of their families, and
they were as happy as the sweet singing birds of the wild woods, and they had no
sorrows, or cares and were absolutely free from sickness as the salt air was so strong
and refreshingulf baths were like that of a tonic given for the disease. The pleasure
and enjoyments of the inhabitants were as humble and sublime as could be found
in any place along the coast. If one chanced to visit the village upon a night, would
the heavens andkigs were clear, and the moon shining in its glory they would see
the inhabitants congregate and some one anticipate a stroll to the surivbeézdth

is a short distance from the village. The path they have to stroll is strewn with wild
flowers of many vaeties and far above their heads, they gaze upon the sweet
scented blossoms of the Magnolia, dear to enjoy to everyone who has had the
opportunity to pluck one from the familiar and stately tree, as they stroll the path
with their hearts filled with happess, love they finally come to their designation
point, the gulf beach to where the children are in their playful ways, building play
houses in the sand in the bright moonlight, and not far away from his loved ones,
or their older sisters and brothers, vére ever watchful with care, for they fear the

little ones may go close to the seashore, and be swept away with the undercurrent,
which is well known to all that bathe in the waters. And we look a short distance
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up the beach and there we see groups sidasnd lads, of the age of nineteen and
twenty, seated beside each other on the seashore, telling tales of fond affection, and
thinking as they never did before. In the month of June, when all nature seems so
grand is the time everyone loves to take ghisll over to the seashode.

fAs they turn their footsteps homeward and the moon is shining in its glory, one
beholds a picture of a great snowstorm, asdes nothing but sand. They in time
reach their home for a good nights sleep, and the followingping they would
gather on the coast of Mobile Bay, of the village, and after the beautiful setting of
the sun, you could see a fire built on the beach. These fires were called coaxers,
meaning the first that would be engaged in the enjoyments as weradnessmed

of in the pleasant days. Not far from the village is a water lily pond, which is dear
to the hearts of everyone who visited the place. The people made it a practice to
visit the pond every morning for the gathering of the sweet scented liliesolis

would carry the girls to the pond by way of rowboat, and after arrival, they would
convey one of the small boats up to the pond, which was the only way of gathering
the flowers. On their return home you could see all the girls all wreathed in lilies
They would carefully adjust the flowers into a vessel of water and the following
morning the whole house would be scented with the fragrance. These people had
all the coasters could ever crave. They would anticipate a cruise to St. Andrews
Bay, and to tls shady spot they would go as picnickdeslies with baskets,
prepared for the journey. These picnics were better known as oyster roasts and fish
fry. The boys would be engaged in catching the fish, while the ladies would prepare
a way to cook them. o

AiThey would stretch sails of canvas from one oak to the other for protection from
the sun. The tables they would have spread with everything imaginable and to this
place that would stay until twilight; theéhey would go to their homes. These oyster
roast orpicnics were highly appreciated by the inhabitants and especially the ones
that were invited. o

AOn spring mornings in the month of May al
distance of three or four miles | have heard the people say that passed thig distan

that they scented the sweet perfume of the magnolias when they began to blossom.

The trees were so heavy one could go a distance of a mile and observe plainly the

stately trees rolled in white with their bloom, as a great many people would come

to visitthe place they would carry away with them the orange blooms as a memorial

to the place. Many visitors have gone from house to house begging for the

i nhabitants to take them as borders so as

Diary of the Storm (1912)

Anotherformer Pilot Town resident and storm survivor Maude Midgptiblished her
account of the hurricane in 191Ma ud e 6 s d e s c jourmalofithe barrgwang stoomisa |

titled Diary of the StormMaudewas 21 at the time of tHeurricane andvas daughter to Capt.
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Frank Midgette. Within the diary, Maude mentions a gate to the yard and fences as they are forced
from their house for higher ground. She also mentions hearing the lonesome sounds of their two
dogs barking as they fled. Maude and sarhthe others (unnamed) were preparing to return to
Mobile from having spent their summer at their Navy Cove home(s). As described, this was a
summer home, at least for her, but she does call it her home and she is unquestionably sentimental
about it. Shealls it ideal, irreplaceable. Her words below detail the boat ride back to Mobile after
the storm while looking back at the destroyed village.

fiNow the hour had come for us to ledidavy Cove®, and when we were seated

in the boat antladstarted on ouway, every-one turned and looked back and what
once had beefiour homeéfor so manyhappyyears, and now nothing of it remained

but a very small piece of land here and there. We rejoiced over having escaped such
a horrible deathdtill we were saddo, tothink we were leaving oudearold Navy

Coveq never to returiithat is to live.

Many happy days, had we spent on ffideer little strip of sand and through the
woods gathering wild flowers and lovely pond lilies, and often strolling over to the
south beach on moonlight nightvith the one you lovetdestby your side, enjoying

the refreshing breezes from the Gulf. Never again, are we to have such glorious
times at@earold Navy Coved

Never again, are we to enjoy the lovely bathing, boatisiging, and crabbing. Oh
it makes one's heart ache to even think of it. Weno&(so soohrealize that Navy
Cove is no morebut when summetime comes, it will be sadly misseehd we

will all long so much to be a way down there, enjoying ourselves.

One in our crowd suggested we should find another Navy Covéathmdho were
there in the storjmmove to the same placéhat would seem something like home
but go where we willwe will never find an ideal spot, like tide Qvedd

A Brief History of Badwin County (1928)

The1928book A Brief History of Baldwin Countyritten byL.J. NewcomiComings and
Martha M. Albersincludes a synopsis on Pilot Town callddavy Coved The writeup quotes
the words of former Capt. Joseph H. Norville. Joseph Norville was a sgemedation pilot born
at Navy Cove in 1862. He later went on to serve in the state legislature. The passages below

describe thesuviflilcageentass afpglealafac fiiexg st le@cedeal
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the abundant wildlife, social activities, and frequent visitors to the village. Norville speaks of the
settlement as a community of equals. This was home.

AHIi s description of the | anflwungmanhadvy Cove,
until thetime of the storm, brings vision of an existence approaching the ideal; of

a condition where neither poverty nor riches were known and a community where

all were neighbors in the truest meaning an often misused word.

There wee no locks upon the doors, no bars at the windows. There was no
representative of the force and power of the law, for none was needed. St Andrews
Bay, immediately to the easbw on the charts as Andrews Bay to distinguish it
from the Florida estuary of ¢hsame namewas literally paved with the finest
oysters, which coulde gathered by hand when the tide was. [oVild ducks,
including mallardsand @nvasbackscame early and remained throughout the
winter. Fresh and saltwater fishing, the best and magbus could be enjoyed at

all seasons.

At night, when the weather was fine, the young people would Wiugd of
driftwood at points along the beaehd theeall would congregate to talk and sjng
to love and laugh, and live

Onemile to thesouth, the Gulf dashed its surf upon a long smooth beach, the sand
hardpacked where wet and flaky and white as snow where it was dry. But boys
and girls did not go in swimming together then, as is now the custom.

Each family had its city friends who wetat the Cove in summer, and there was
interchange of visits between Mobile and the village at all seasons of the year. But,
as a rule, the residents of the Cove were sufficient unto themselves for their own
company and entertainment. Their wants were fedwagre abundantly satisfied.

The young people owned their boats and sailed where they wish to go. Dances were
frequent at the homes and other points along the Baldwin County shore, and these
were attended by sailing parties, all neighbors and friends.

It was the constant association with the water from their earliest youth that made
the Navy Cove boys among the most skillful small boat sailors in the world and
caused them to follow naturally into the chief business of their fathers and uncles.

But there wasever a hotel or boarding house at the village and there was no
thought of commercializing the attractions of the place. It was just home, and that's
all . o

Only Tidal Wave in History of County Destroyed Navy Cove (1939)

A 1939Baldwin Timesiewspaperecollects the 1906 hurricane in a short artitled Only

Tidal Wave in History of County Destroyed Navy Cavewriter is not mentioned; however, the
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article was likely written by an outsideAnd this is the first documented referenceutopia,

although the authatoes not fully commitThe article describes the sailifficient happy village

as almost utopian and suggests the commune was disconnected from the rest of society. Social
gatherings, recreation, and gardening are briefly meatio A large family atmosphere is
imagined as the labor was shared and no locks and bars were needed in the village.

AOn September 5, 1906 no happier village i
tiny Navy Cove, three miles east of Fort Morgan on MoB#g. The next day six

of the forty inhabitants were drowned and all of the 14 homes of the village had

been completely destroyed in the only destructive tidal wave in the history of the

county.

The fate of the tiny fishing village seems even more onnen one realizes that

the people there lived in an almost Utopian fashion. Locks and bars were not known
and there was no evidence of law. By fishing, hunting, and raising small gardens,
the people supported themselves and thought no more of the festvedrid, but

spent their time in dancing, gossiping and fellowship with neighdors

Letter to the Editor (1949)

The response obfmer Pilot Town resident and storm survivor Sidney A. Ladsiseen
in aletter to the editor oThe OnlookefFoley newspaper) on August 19, 19#8this pieceMr.
Ladnier is reminiscing of theitrus harvestat Navy Cove and nearby Shell Banks. As noticed
alsoinhisnBef ore and Af t,@Mr .t hlea dSntioerrnmd s( 1e9v0o8c)at i ve ¢
Covedemorstratehis strong feelings for his former home place.
Al't was a | arge, beautiful tree with the |
years. This orange tree carried me back in memory, to my boyhood days when the
native sweet oranges grew along fiteres of Shell Banks and Navy Cove. The

trees were large and their crops were large every year. At one time, seven barrels
of oranges were gathered from one large tree that grew in NavydCove

Storm of 1906 (1958)

The quoted text below was pulled fronmiath-gradeschoolreport papewritten in 1958

by Baldwin County teenager and resident Gwen Ryan Riebe Stiean of 1906The paper
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followed anoral history interview of her grandfather Joe Callaway regarding the 1906 hurricane.
The Callaways settled further up the Fort Morgan peninsula in the Lagoon community. The bounty
of natural resources found at Navy Cove are again repeated here as is thiabbaddishing,

oystering, and crabbing.

fiNavy Covewas a small village on the coast of Mobile Bay, about one quarter mile
from the Gulf of Mexico, and four miles east of Fort Morgan. It was looked upon
as a great summer resort. Large crowds fromaatspof the United States came in
the summer to enjoy their favorite sports of fishisggimming and crabbing St
Andrew's Bay, which is situated about four blocks from where the village,stood
was known to produce the best flavored oysters throughostatee One could go

out into the bay and in an hour's tinmme back with any of three articles
(seafoodghe preferreebystersfish or crabs The settlers of Navy Cove depended
on fishing in oystering for their livingBeing humble people, they enjoyed
pleasant way of life.

These people hold the land of Navy Cove dearer to them than any land shall ever
be, but the once happy land now lies in ruins. The village was never rebutheand
Navy Cow of today consists of a fishing camfhe Serof andh fev summer
homeso

Terrifying 068 Hurri c(da® Al ong the Coast Recall ed

A 1960 Montgomery Advertisearticle by Doris Richwas foundt i t | ed WA Terri fy
Hurricane Along the Coast Recalledoris Rich was a local author and historian of Baldwin
County, Alabama. Passages below from this article recount the various community gatherings
which took place at Navy Cove. The regular parties, dances, and bonfires at the cove are assumed
to have forned naturally by the residents with no engineered social motive taking place. Ms. Rich
also mentions the occupation of piloting being passed down from father to son.

AResi dents enjoyed parties together al most
a yeammade the trip to Mobile by boat.

Each Navy Cove family had city friends, who went by boat from Mobile to the

Cove in summer, and enjoyed the driftwood fires on the beach. Everyone sailed

where they wished to go, and there were frequent dances at Hongetha shore.

Navy Cove boys were skillful smal | boat S
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footsteps to pilot vessels across Mobile bar into the bay, and to the point where they
weret aken over by river pilots. o

Baldwin County Circuit Court depositiqid963)

A 1963Baldwin County Circuit Court depositiomas discovered providing some insight
into life at Pilot Town. The relevant exchange below is a Q and A betareetime communard
Ellen Josephine Nicholls, daughter of Capt. John Joseph Smdhounsel, Mr. J.B. Blackburn.
In the responses belots. Nicholls isanswering questions regardihgr former Navy Cove
home Ms. Nicholls was born in Mobile in 1876. According to her testimony she was a part time
resident of Navy Cove, returning to Mobile in the winter. Ms. Nicholls states her family purchased
their house/share from M.M. Moore, presumably Capt. Robert M. Modhe 1880s. The house
was then improved and enlarged to add a second story. She further describes the front and back
yards as having been brickd&the purpose of these brick features isadited The yard was cared
for with trees and bushes being piohby her mother.

Q: What was there when ydiust knew it, and any additions, or anything that he
might have made, your father? A: Well, he did not add to it at all. | can remember
when he had the house all done over, you know, and had it made laeggystairs

and everything, and it was a long narrow building at first. Q: Now, do you recall
about what year it was that he worked over the house? A: Well, | was, | expect |
was about 7 or 8 years old then. Q: And in those days how frequently did you see
the property? A: Well, we lived there every summer of my life, and in Mobile in
the winter time. Q: At that time, how did you go there, Ms. Nicholls? A: We moved
back and forth in a boat. Q: That was the only way you could reach it? A: That was
the only wg. We did not have cars then. Q: How long did those improvements
remain on that property? A: Just as long as the house stayed there, until that
hurricane and tidal wave in 1906. Q: When you were there the last time was there
anything on the old home lotahmade it easy for you to distinguish where the old
house was? A: Yes, the front yard was bricked and the backyard was bricked, and
those bricks were still there. Q: Was there anything else there when you last saw it
that was there before £@: The treesmy mother planted, oh, when | was a little

girl, was still living. Q: Any flowers there of any kind? A: No, | expect people going
through had taken all the rose bushes and everything up.
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In 1906, Hurricane Strikes Coast (1974)

Another newspaper clippingritten by historian Doris Ricltoncerning Pilot Towwas
observechndt i t 1 ed Al n 1906, Hurricane Strikes Coast
Pilot Town folder at the Fairhope Museum. Ms. Rich rehashes the abendanmesources
available at the cove. She also contends several more houses had been built beyoiid the 13
which are often cited and depicted on maps. Interestingly, she also states that these-sterg two
homes, which suggests many of the homes had figaificantly modified or rebuilt.

éNavy Cove had been a pleasant place towvith about 18 nice twstory homes

overlooking the water. St Andrews Bay had the finest oysters in the world which

could be gathered by hand. Wild ducks, mallardsfeesh and saltwater fish were

abundant. It was said the perfume of the magnolia blossoms could be detected five

miles from shore and fl owers and vegetable

Pilot Towrd Vanishes with the Wind (1984)

A 1984 newspaper clippig t PilbtlTevtd Viani s hes wiwashlsotlobated Wi n d 0
This unsourced articJewritten by Brad Watsonis found within the Pilot Town folder at the
Fairhope Museunof History. The selected passage is just one sentence as much of the article
focuses on the 1906 storm and the environmental habitat at the time the article was written.
Nevertheless, the selected description makes the claim that Pilot Town residents believed they had
a paradise unto themselves.

fiThis was a village where bar bogpiiots lived with their families, and they
considered their home a paradise

Well, I've Never Met a Nati @ 986)

The 1986 bookWell, I've Never Met a Nativ8tories of the Coastal People of Alabama
includes a reference to Pilot Town. Book autlmadBaldwin County nativdoyCallaway Buskens
recalls a conversation with Ms. Hazel Nelson Parker, who is reminiscing about Pilot Town. Both

are descendants of Rev. Elisha Nelson, who with his wife Eliza Jane, settled the nearby Shell
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Banks community further east up the Fort Morgan peninsula begimmidg§42. Ms. Parker
mentions the Navy Cove residents were not kin. This was mostly ttbe eginningBut over

time the families becanmaore and more connected through their offsprige passage highlights

a disparity in the economic class of théots compared to other coastal professions. The Pilot
Town communards enjoyed luxuries not experienced in many households. The pilots were well
compensated and that set them apart from the other settlements on the peninsula.

fiThe Navy Cove bunctvere not kin. They kept to themselves. Most of them were

bar pilots and made good money, and most of the Shell Banks and Lagoon folks

were fishermen and considered not well off. Money makes a difference. They had

bigger, better homes. Two stories with ecarpet on the floors. She said she never

knew any of her folks to have carpet on the floor, or asgteoy home then. The

Navy Cove people had a lot of people from Mobile visit them. They had more room

and more money. They had prestige. The typicatdtwoy home of the bar pilot

had widow walks with a porch around the top. From up there, one could see the
ships coming near the Fort and they woul d

Descendants Inherit Auction Procedd994)

A Fairhope Couriemewspaper articletitede s cendant s | nhewast Auct
revealed Excerpts fron this 1994 article by Bob Hyerspeak to the essence of the Pilot Town
community as a truly unique place. The property here was not divided and this is atypical.
Communal ownership is a utopian trait. The labor sharing, such as building the town cisterns
together, is an example of cooperative living though not necessarily utopian. The article seems to
correctly point out that the town evolved slowly and organicallyd éontrary to the book passage
aboveWell, I've Never Met a NativEl986), many of the villagers were related, at least by
marriage. With this in mind, it is easy to see why the communards felt such a strong sense of trust
and security at the village.

ANavy Cove was named for a Navy shop estab!

American Navy. The bar pilots of lower Mobile Bay began to settle next to Navy
Cove long before the Civil War.
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The Cove was a natural safe harbor. The pilots and their farplhged cards and
chess with the Confederate soldiers, fished and oystered in the cove and St.
Andrews Bay. Pilot Town slowly grew and prospered. The villagers built two large
cisterns for collecting water. During the Civil War, the bar pilots ran thekattes

of the federal gunboats.

Il n 1862, bar pilots McLeod and Donal dson \
Cuban schoondravanaanchored off Navy Cove, for three daygaiting for a

favorable wind and dark night to run past the two federal gunboatsraacthree

miles off either side of the channel, leading todhk.o

Attorney GeorgeMoore of Mobile, representingome of thepilot descendantss
guoted inthe artictsi You have to remember Pilot Town w
pilots and their familis would build small homes with a place for their hogs and

chickens, and someone would build another house around the bend. There were no

deeds and no property was ever divided. o

Descendant Quincey Godwin stated AThey wer
other. The bar pilots were taking ships through the channel way before the Civil

War, so some of the families were there for a long time. They never saw any reason

to divide itd | up. o

Washed Away (2000)

The2000Mobile Press Registerticeby st aff reporter Joey Bunc
wasa segmentiffart Lofadlay series called ACamel ot .lon the
In this articleBunch points out that thesidents had been squatting on the land for half a century
before they made the decision to collectively purchase and own it. A photo caption in this article
claims as many as 30 homes were believed to have existed at Pilot Town. He describes the land as
atropical paradise. Former resident Dolores Ladnier compares it to Camelot.

A18BO®t her s, cousins, and sailing buddies
Townd for families and friends of sandbar

A T h #ourtyears before thstorm, 14 bapilots had pooled their mone§838and
bought 620 acres that included Pilot Town, where they and their elders had been
squatters for more than 50 years. They never divided the property, owning all of it
equallyo

AAnd ot hers besi de stocbnerandpuild a hosise mehee i nvi t
secluded, tropical paradise at no cost for the land. Citrus grew wild, oysters paved

the bottom of nearby St Andrews Bay, soldiers from the fort and ships from around

the world brought culture that couldn't be found ireAti t a . ©
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AThe original people never drove stakes ant
thing was like Camelot sister Dolores (Ladnier descendant) said of Pilot Town

before the storm. They were so happy and so peaceful. If they're |almkimghere

now, they're thinking. Boywhat a mess our descendants made of that thing.

Voices from Pilot Town (2000)

AVoi ces f r oisan®hedadidle cdmpngirgart 1 othe3-day seri es ACan
on the CoveThe Pil ot Thy WMobile IPeessRegistaireporter Joey Bunchrhe
following are quotes from former Pilot Town residents. The first is another mention of the many
parties had at Pilot Town. The second quote refetiseoonnection these individuals had to the
water and the natural progts i on of f ol l owing in their father
A T h was a party somewhere nearly every Saturday night, but we had to walk to
them in groups. If we had cars, or even carriages, the going would have been too
sl ow through the s an thesgSr. 8sujuoted ink®59. Mi ss Vern
AEveryone young and odidl éhch dwltea rse voeun hbeo awi sz
was the constant association with the water from early youth, which made Navy

Cove boys among the most skillful of sailors and cause them to follawally the
chief business of their fathers. o Bar pil ot

Letter to the Editor (2000)

A 2000Letter to the Editor by Donnie Barrett complimgtite recently publisheMlobile
PressRegistess er i es A Camel ot on t he byloey BunchWhieMr.Pi | ot
Barrett was lobbying for public awareness to helpsprvethe resource as it was then being
examined for development, he makes the argument that the resauste isf signitant heritage

filf ever there was &ulf Coast paradise of pristine whisand beaches, clear deep

water, sea oatsnpeedle rush and salty athis is it. Hidden on a point out into the

bay, Alot Town has no roadpiersor houses and is one of the yé&w unmolested

barrier island habitats left on the entii®bile Point.

The 1906 hurricane brought a tragic end to the town. People saw their loved ones

drown in an agonizing human calamity. Walking the eerie beach here is like
strolling the decks of #h Titanig with personal possessions still awash in the. surf
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Under the old oaks along the shore is the atmosphere of a chapel except where the
recent machinery has done its damage. This place is special

Heritage of Mobile County, Alabama (2002)

A brief summary and family history®%i | | i am Chri st opher O6Conno
wasfound Descendants . El i zabet h @ABet h g@rox@ésGhismarrativen Wi | s o1
theHeritage of Mobile County, Alabamisirs. Covaracknowledgethe settlemerds a commune.

Of particular note is that the pilots-covned vessels in addition to the land, prior to forming the
MBPA.

AThey settled at Navy Cove (Pilot Town) ,

Morgan in Baldwin County. It was here that sandbartpiéstablished a commune

for their families and sailing buddies. Bill was part owner of and piloted the

ARel i ef 0 -H881r AsragilotloBthedower bay, he and his family were
bl essed. Food was plentiful and nature's b

Pilot Town Exhibit Taking Area by Storm (2007)

Curt Chapman wrote 2007 newspaparticle namedPilot Town Exhibit Taking Area by
Storm.This unsourced article is found within the Pilot Town folder at the Fairhope Museum. The
article includes an interview of fimer Fairhope Museum Director Donnie Barrett, who describes

the Pilot Town exhibit he coordinated in 2006 entitRlbt Town: One Hundred Years After the

Storm, the Diary of Maude L. Midgett&s quoted in the articl®ir. Barrett considers Pilot Town

a ubpia. The men and women performed separate duties but all for the betterment of the village.
The combination of the bountiful natural resources and the beauty of the landscape created an
endless playground for the kids and adults akkiéh the main conam being the exposure to the
inevitable storms along the coast.

fiThe utopia, which existed in the 19th and early 20th centuries, was decimated by

the 1906 hurricanél'hearea bordering&@nt Andrews Bay and Navy Cove was the

home of Native Americans before bar pilots settled along the shore. Many are
buried there. o
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ATheir soci al |l i fe was somewhat internati ol
shaped by a wealth of visitors from otheuntries and they had lots of parties to
wel come t hem. o

fiThe waters off Pilot Town were teeming with fish, according to Barrett, and the
bottom was fApav ek widtdle dgy ditYeorus di dn't need
because you could go anywhere you wanted boat

fiwhile women cooked and preserved food and the men worked, the children could
often be found in the bay, where some speared sharks and hung on for the ride.
Their | ives were mostly carefree, at | east

The Mobile Rrer (2015)

The 2015 John Sledge (author and Architectural Historian for the City of Mdiilelx
titted The Mobile Rivemcludes &ilot Townmention Sledge paints a leisurely existence at Pilot
Town. That is at least up until there was money to be made. Prior to organizing, the pilots competed
fiercely against one another. The work was extremely physical. But the payoff coulusbensial

A D u rthed9h century more than a dozen pilots occupied a little village near Fort

Morgan known as Pilofown. Here they idled fished, swam, and played with their

18 foot yawls to the accompaniment of the booming surf. One antebellum visitor

to pilottownrepot ed a fAl i kely Wwiodewds kihedeohephiiin
with the pilots and drank rum while puffing Havana cigars. When a sail was spotted

however, all thought of leisure vanished, and the pilots raced one another out to the

vessel, the winner gétg the job. Competition was fierce and with good reason.
Pilotage fees were calculated by how much

Pilot Town historical plague (2017)

Lastly, the2017 historical marker for Pilot Tows recalled below. The plaque wase&ed

by Baldwin County Historic Development and Baldwin County Commissiith thetext being

providedby Pilot Town enthusiagdonnie BarrettThe markeunequivocallydescribes Pilot Town

as a utopia. This stems in part from the absence of propesty dimd the communal ownership

which occurred there.
AOn the western shore of St Andrews Bay, (
community in the 1830s, known as Pilotods l

of Mobile Bay while workingonalargeand dune t hey named AWor
and would rush out to sell their services to arriving ships. Fort Morgan officers
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housed their families in the settlement and large socials were held there, often
entertaining international guests. The town grew atdtopian community with a
short railroad to Fort Morgan, a cemetery, and many homes, but no property lines.
The September 26, 1906 hurricane swept their community and all their homes into
Mobile Bay and the town vanished. The only survivors were tieghkotrees on

top of AWorkbench Hill o. Property | ines <co
never rebuilt. Most of the cemetery stones were removed to build a boat launch in
the 1960s and were subsequently | ost. o

Archival Analysis

The written archival recod is especially nostalgic. Some of $keaccountsare by
individuals born at Navy Cove whobearlyheld this place close to their heart their entire life. Some
lived through the harrowing hurricane that almost ended their lives and did take the lioe®of s
in their community. The effects of that tragic event were long lasting on many sditvigors,
and this is evident in the written record. But the quotes and stories of life at Pilot Town before the
September 1906 hurricane describe a community as grand as can be found. The beauty of the place
was undeniable. This truth is repeated throughout métheaarticles. The abundance of natural
resources there assured the location was more than sufficient to supportexioiegmmunity.

The remoteness of the settlement afforded a sense of security that would have been unlikely in
nearby MobileThey chos this place to not only work from but to build their lives together. They
brought their families here. And they collectively decided to own it all together.

The pilots earned a good living and the community clearly thrived. Homes were improved
and builtlarger. Families grew and they grew together as so many of the offspring began to marry
into other piloting families. Interestingly, piloting was not a prerequisite for community
membership as numerous other professions are listed within the census. Mduolel Pilot Town
began as a labor community, it became much more thanTihafamilies welcomed visitors
regularly, especially during the summer months. There was a camaraderie with their closest

neighbors, the soldiers at nearby Fort Morgan. Senacecan be seen in some of the pictures at
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Pilot Town. There are alsmentionsof activities andgames being played togetherdathere are
reports of thesoldier®dfamily members being housed at Pilot Town. In addition, a great many
pilots and other residé&nin the community played instrumental roles in the war effort in the early
1860s. Except for the years during the war and the isolated shooting between the two Mobile men
up the cove, there are no reports of conflict or even struggle at the cove.

The pilots were competitive. Initially, they had to be. But they adaptdxti@rsuit their
interestsThe written record has yet to produce evidesuggeshg Pilot Town was a intentional
utopian experiment.ikewise, herehas beemo indicationin theavailable archival recortb show
the Navy Coveilot village wasalso a attempt to reform society in some wayaddition to being
the headquarters for the lower bay pilohe demgnatedutopianismwithin the written recorét
this site ppears to stem from tttommunabalance and harmony these coastal residents enjoyed
and the ownership decisions they malitaving them to achieve this wealtBelow is the utopian
trait table first introduced in Chapter 3. Based on the archival datctall and presented, the

table has been populated to now include the Pilot Town findings (bdble

Physical Labor Y Y Y Y Y Y
Leadership Y Y (at first) Y Y Y N
Egalitarian Y Y Y (at first) Y N Y
Belief that their model would spread Y Y Y Y Y N
Social engineering Y Y Y Y Y N

Planned or developed organically Planned Planned O(riii?;:l?l)ly Planned Planned Organically
Communal Ownership/Capital Y Y N Y N Y
Rejected Capitalism Y Y Y Y (at first) N N
Shared Labor Y Y Y Y N Y
Distinctive change in appearance Y Y N Y N N
Spatial distancing from major urban area Y Y Y Y Y Y
Religious based N Y N Y N N
Cooperative Living or Social Reform CL & SR CL & SR CL & SR CL & SR SR CL

69




Chapter 60ral Histories on Pilot Town

Oral History Results

A total of six oral history interviews were made possible over the course of this research.
Five of the interviews included relatives of former Pilot Town residents. In no particular order,
they are: Ms. Jeanette Bornh(#idney Eugene Dorgaelative by marriage Capt. Kirk Barrett
(Aquilla Norville relative by marriage Capt. PatrickVilson (Samuel F. Wilson descendant), John
Samuel Bishop, Jr. (John Alexander Ladnier descendant), and Billy Manders (George Cook
descendant). The sixth interview was granted by local PibetnTenthusiast Donnie Barrett.
Mr.Barrett authored the text fdne Pilot Town historical marker. He is unrelated to the former

Pilot Town communards.

As can be seen in the sample intervgide 6eeAppendixB), a serie®f questions were
prepared to form the basis of each interviddany of the questions stemmearh the utopian
traits revealed during background resealfdte oral histories began with the participant providing
their personal connection to Pilot Town. Core questions on key topics saafhigscture town
life, conflict, utopia, andcemetery were igited during each interview. Specific questions were
also prepared and presented which were customized to the individual research participant and their
family history. As has been mentioned throughout this thesis, one of the main goals of the research
wasto collaborate with the descendants in the data recovery process. Stakeholder perspectives
have been used to generate interpretations and analysis to assist in answering the research

guestions.

Pertinent responses acquired during the oral history are listed below in direct quotes. They

were identified utilizing the qualitative data coding methodology discussed in Chapter 4. These
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excerpts have been further placed in categories derived fronstloé dharacteristics associated

with utopias as identified in previous chapters. Among these-oftgnan traits are planned
communities, places of resistance, shared labesywagership, antcapitalism, social engineering,

a distinctive change in appaace, cooperative living, social reform, religious based,
egalitarianism, and a belief their model would be adopted by others. There is some crossover with

the responses as some of these passages could be placed into more than one category.

Was Pilot Tow a Utopia?

Mr. Donnie Barrett considers it utopian. He had read it being described in this way and the
atypical tenant in common land ownership agreement supported this notion in his mind. Capt. Kirk
Barrett makes the point that the houses were beitire they owned the land. He sees the utopian
aspect stemming from the fact that theymbtown the land and theige there wer@o property
boundaries to squabble over. Ms. Bornholt believes the utopianism likeness comes from the family
atmosphere ahthe fact that a great many of the residents do over time become related. She also
states that living by the water and the passion they had for piloting and sailing may contribute to
the idea of it being considered a utop¥. Bishop is unconvinced ohe Pilot Town utopian
parallels. Admittedly, he is unsure of the reasoning behind the decisions to purchase and hold the
land together. But he views the former settlement as a labor camp. He refers to the highly
competitive boat races the pilots engagethaearly days to win the job. Finallylr. Manders
mentions nearby Fairhope as being utopian but had not heard Pilot Town described as such.

To those unfamiliar, Fairhope is locatulthe eastern shore of Mobile Batyout 20 miles
north of Pilot Town Although unrelated to theariner villageat nearbyNavy Cove, Fairhope is
also describedsa utopia.lt was settled in 1898eginningas a Single Tax Colonyhena group

of settlerdrom Des Moines, lowaame to the area afarmedthe Fairhopéndustrial Association
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The Single Taxphilosophythey shared t hey bel i eved, would give t|
By 1907, the town had acquired ove®d@0 acres. The land was communally owned and privately
leasedvith much of the inland areas seidesfor farming People were free to build whatever size

house they desired or improve the land however they wanted without being taxed for the fruits of
their labor. In the 1970s, a court battle resulted in the Cddeing no longer able to control the

market price of its lots. Less valuable properties had to pay a rate tlagke value of total

properties, which have increased dramatically in the last 50 years as more ankopbesfind

the area attractive" (Carrugmd Warnef021).

A We | | knowy Ichad read a hard reference to that but then it was supportive,

everything would kind of support that, the way they did this or the way they did

that or their fishing or their oystering or later on when they tried to define who had

land and found the were no land lots, no lot lines, and all that, just kind of
supported the idea that it was a utopian c

ABut the Pilot Town by Navy Cove, they buil
there. But they didn't own title todhland. They just built their house in the same

area. And nobody worried about property bo
the utopia came from. Because they weren't feuding with each other over property
lines. o0 (Capt. Kirk Barrett)

AThe Do ilynere allfkreown as bar pilots as far as | can remember, what
I've studied. It was close knit. So | can see where they might say a utopia for Pilot
Town because they all lived there together and as a family unit that would make
them closer. And of courskving by the water is another aspect. They had to love
what they did. They did pass it down in the family, positions. And it was very
competitive. | do remember talk of that. But it was a unique place. I've always heard
it called Pilot Town. But that valocal legend, because it was Navy Cove. But
those people lived out there. Very little way of getting elsewhere other than by boat.
And they lived by the sea. They had small gardens and so forth, but they lived off
the sea. The oysters, the shrimp,teetfi t hat was bounti f ul i n t he
(Jeanette Bornholt)

Al think there was a | ove for that type of
very few of the descendants refusing, hey, I'm not going to be a bar pilot. No, they

were brought up vh it, they loved it. So, it was passed down, like doctor to doctor,

that type of thing. So, | think in that respect, it's something they loved. So yeah,
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there could be a utopia type of feeling with that. It's my life and I'm doing what |
|l ove. 0 Bordelg net t e

Al kinda take iIissue with the i1ssue of utop
me , itdéds the reason why they I|lived toget he
They really didn't divide the land up. They said okay, this is where I'm garina p

my house, this is where I'm gonna put my house, this is where I'm gonna put my
house, |l 6m gonna have my garden here, etc
was something like 600 acres of land there. But when it came time they all looked

out forthe ships coming in and they had, basically a race to see who got there first.

And the first one that got there had the r
Jr.)

A e perspective would be gleaned from the towns closest to thenasAmd and

| talkedabout Fairhope being that...and I've always heard that about Fairhope and

they proclaim that (utopia). But | never physically heard Pilot Town being

described as that. But having spoken with you, obviously there's something to it. |

wish | knew more, ke | said, but the stories | heard were just about some of the

things that happened during the storm and racing out to the boats, but | never heard

the actual town described as that. But obviously it's on the marker and other families

have backed thatupte n obvi ously there's something t
(Billy Manders)

Was settlement planned or did it develop naturally?

Mr. Donnie Barrett believes it was unplanned. He states that the settlers just put up their
house wherever they wished due to their being no lot lines. He notes that Fairhope was different,
it was planned. Pilot Town evolved naturally. Mr Bishop also ssiggthe construction was
unplanned. MsBornholt cannot speak to the planning but does know the houses to have been
aligned in a row on the beach.

Al't was wunplanned. I remember a reference
wanted to build a house there, they said okay, there was a place right there. And so

they said there were no lot lines, and you just went in there and just built your house

around wlere you wanted to and then on that same reference, it said that if there

was a legal problem, the men would just take care of it. If it was some kind of

problem, the men would just take care of it. In other words, they, they were the
lawyers, and thejudge and t he hangman. 0 (Donnie Barre
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AWi t hout plans, different from Fairhope. Y
| think it (Pilot Town) just happened. Here came another one. Here came another
one. Here came another one. o0 (Donnie Barre

fil would assume that they pretty muetapped out in their mind where they wanted

to put their own houses. As far as the building of it, | wouldn't think it would be too

|l ong after the signing of the Bishopd deed an
Jr.)

AYou know, I'm not sure about that. | do remember reading an account and someone
also in the family had mentioned that they were like in a row very near the beach.
It wasn't like built way back so they were near the beach, | guess becauserthey

on the moresafer side of the cove, thinking that they wouldn't have problems as far
as a hurricane or winds or water. They felt more safe. But the fact was once the
storm comes through that proved detrimental, but they were like in a dmagette
Bornhol)

Did anyexternal factors also motivate the settlement?

Each of the interviewees believe it was strictly the occupation that led to the settlement.
No outside influences or philosophical views are known to have been contributing elements to the
formation of the pilot village.

ANo, | t hi nk, dyipgthe bistonyanhdlknowingjit. Frrenh whati have
studied and from the family, there was a need there to serve as a pilot. And it just
existed. I'm sure there were differences of opinion, like anything else. I've never
read or seen anything that said ttegty all got there because of religious purpose

or anything like that. No. It was just needed as far as an occupation, more than
anything.o0o (Jeanette Bornhol t)

AMy guess i sitwouldjestbe hoo tit all fedl mtd placeo
(Donnie Barrett)

fiPilot town was located on a tongue of water, which had deep water access for those
boats to race out of. So, | don't think it was based on any kind of like, ideal society
that like a communist society would envision. | think it's just because it was, they
all just agreed to settle there and not argue with each other. And it was just a real
nice place. | think that would be my guess where theytggian came from. But

it wasn't until the 1840s that they actually started realizing that, hey, we don't have
torace each other if we keep a pilot boat offshore. But it's rough offshore. You have
to have bigger boatBigger boats mean bigger creviégger crew means you have

to pay workers to man that crew. So, they consolidated to save expenses to buy
bigger boatsand they're actually in the 1840850s there were up to a dozen pilot
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organizations, and they finally consolidat&bme of the boats were owned by a
number of them. Some of them were owned by acauplef Capt . Kirk Barret

fil am just talking...but yogot to think you're talking people that are born in another
country and left for whatever reason, they wanted to come to America. ] thegn
were ddinitely from Europe definitely from Irelandyou know, wherever. You've

got to think you had some peepthat were successful enough, strong willed
enough, talented enougthmake that move, to get there, to establish a business, to
be proficient in a profession that is not for the weak of heart. And they had to be
the most eclectic group, thiinks thatwvas their new horizon. You know, why else
would it have happened? | can't believe they got there and just, you know, were
disappointed and just made.d think at that day and age, you turn the page and
you cut the business, or you do this, or you da Bat, you know, they were from

all walks of life. Got to think that was a very interesting timé ( Capt . Patric
Wilson)

Al think it was a matter of location for work. I am not trying to shoot down your

utopian theory. | do believe it was utopian in asgethat it was a great place to

live, because that's where they could live, they had bountiful harvests, they had a

great place to live, etc, they could work together, stuff like that. But as far as a

single tax, temperance, abolitionist issues, probatlylrmean, probably not. I'm

sure they all were highly opinionated. And if | am any indication of any of my

ancestors, | know I'm probably opinionated on a lot of subjects. So, I'm pretty

certain they were highly opinionatedd ( John Samuel Bi shop, Jr.)

fiNo, not that | heard. | mean | would imagine that there were lots of issues like that
they would have had to grapple with when they started to form the pilotage
association. But for all that | ever heard and all that ever really made sense to me
was thas just where you would go, that's the closest place at a point where the
ships would be coming irt just seemed that that would be the place that would
make the mostsensed ( Bi |l |y Mander s)

Were there shared communal duties or cooperative li@irmngements?

Capt. Kirk Barrett has no knowledge of communal duties or cooperative living
arrangements. Mr. Bishop and Ms. Bornholt surmise the communards worked together to construct
each otherdés houses as wel | pravementh EBhiswasaremoten s an
location. And they were heavily reliant on themselves and one another to meet their needs.

Al'm not familiar enough to answer that question, unfortunately. Never really heard
any stories aboutthato ( Capt . Kirk Barrett)
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AANd as far as the construction is concerned, | would think there probably

worked together. You help me, I'll help you kind of scenario. That was quite

common, not only down there, but in communities across the south and the east and

west and in thearth in small communities at that time. So, | wouldn't doubt that

that happened. 60 (John Samuel Bi shop, Jr.)

AYou know, I can't see them bringing anyon
of that area, and comparing it to other settlements, and studgimgstbry of these

other settlements and that, like Plash Island, what we call Plash Island today and so
forth. They boated a | ot of that stuff overl
neighbor helping neighbor. It was just one of those thingsybudi | candt see tF
sitting there idle, waiting for a ship to come in and not doing anything and helping

them with that. So, I'm almost sure that's what the mode was then. You helped
everybody. o0 (Jeanette Bornhol t)

How about communal spaces?

Capt. Kirk Barett mentions Workbench Hill as a common area. Workbench Hill was a
| arge sand dune that served as the highest el
workshop area. This is where the men would have fixed and repaired items in neeudtioihatt

fil do know that | got a photograph @Workbench Hill and | know that was a

common area that like, the rigging on ships on their pilot boats they had to share

and stuff like that. So, | do believe they did share some of the stuff. Obviously, the

property was shared but each individual house thes house, even though it

wasn't deeded to them. But theyspected that, hey, this is the Norville house or

this is the Ladnier hous&hey did respect that boundary ( Cap't . Kirk Barr e

Tell me about the work

Ms. Bornholt assures they all had agi@assion for the work. It was dangerous but they
loved it. Initially, they competed against one another. Every man for themselves. You had to win
the race to win the job. Capt. Patrick Wilson acknowledges the organization that came later
developing a worlkg protocol. The pilots found a better way to offer their services and protect
their livelihood. Due to the expertise required and remoteness of the settlement piloting naturally
became a family affair.

AThey would actual |l y atwaldwachminetekeoffof t hei r
and not say anything to anybody else, take off solbbiaig the first one to take it.
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So, it was very competitive for that type of occupation. But you know, they had to

love it. Of course, some of them lost their lives in sherms, and the danger of

going on and off. They just used small boats. It's not like today with big motors

behind it. So, they oared out there and then would have the cream of the crop have

gotten the ship. They knew their waters, they knew their waBenseven that,

weather conditions and waves and that type of thing would come up suddenly. They

di dnot have the predictions we did. You ki
coming in might be a big squall .o (Jeanett

ABut you just grew up just being a kid of
dad had you stepping and fetching, and you just had to work for it. That's what's

funny. When | came in, he goes, Patrick, yoa
yourrelaed t o this and nepotism is gonna be thi
much dead. But, you know, you will appreciate it afterwards because that's how

back in the day it was, you just came up and you had to do it. It was family business

f or s urapti Ratack Wison) C

AThey obviously split it and had organi zat
upper bay pilots and they had kind of working arrangement and/or rules. | don't
know what they were. Because like | said my dad would even say they would
piggyback. So, they had, you know a workin

AAnd they certainly had to have a | ove for
would have stayed in an occupation that would havelémgers it did have. But

they had a lee for it. They did. The Dorgan's, especially. | do know it passed down

for generations. o0 (Jeanette Bornhol t)

Were they all equals?

Mr. Bishop believes there would have been some level of seniority at the village but doubts
there were elected leaders of ttommunity. Ms. Bornholt infers they organized democratically
for their benefit, thus being represented equally. Mr. Manders agrees a consensus would be needed
on certain decisions affecting the entire community. Mr. Donnie Barrett does not expeab there t
have been an individual leader. He describes the wodngements as diplomatic and roughly
utopian, working as a team and taking turns. Capt. Kirk Baroetirmsthe shared ownership of
the first vessel operated by the Mobile Bar Pilot AssociatioBRK). As equabusinesgartners,

thiswould seeminglynake them equals the village He notes though that the organization would
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have its rules for governing. Interestingly, he also attributes the forming of the MBPA to the ending
of the war, which had decimated the available fleet of watercratft.

AAs far as seniority or | eadership is conc:
leaders, and that was probably the senior people or older people in the
neighborhood, depends on whoever they may be at the time. Were they elected,
probably not. |l doubt it.o (John Samuel Bi

A | guess | have no i detaheyvhowglt theyestolld v br oug
organize almost not like a union, but an organization to look out for the benefit of

each other. And then they would come over and stay here, they would take turns,

because actually their home was in Mobile. But it's like a surhorae like Battles

Wharf, Montrose, all those. They got out of the city during the summer months.

Where the bar pilots, they just took turns because of their occupatipit.wasn't

likeaful-t i me residence. 0 (Jeanette Bornhol t)

A When vy o u'doteatandygurvalges forgour community grow or become
more needy, | mean you have to start to have some sort of consensus on what to do
there. o (Billy Mander s)

AYou know they would race to catch the boa
and they thew lots into turns, you know, going out to meet the boats. And so that

didn'"t indicate a | eader, it just indicate
(Donnie Barrett)

AWell , the pilots in 1865, because al l t he
either confiscated by the North or were used as a blockade runner. They got

captured. So, they lost a lot of their wealth during the war. And they came together,

pulled the resources and bought one pilot boat. And they shared ownership of that.

And theyformed the Mobile Bar Pilot Association. And the association had their

rules of how they govern, how they determined what order you went, for what turn

to make sure they had equal amoohjobs. They decided to take the company's

expenses, pay all theiills, and what was left over they divided equally. And that's

to this day, we stildo it that way. Everybodis paid the same salaryhat's how

we splitthepat 6 ( Capt . Kirk Barrett)

Was the village seBufficient?

Ms. Bornholt describes the villagé&di a small farm. Even though they had boats they were
isolated and had to survive as best they could. Mr. Bishop responds similarly in that they had other
means than fishing and oystering for sustenance. He also envisions life at Pilot Town being a real

struggle, despite its beauty.
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fiTheyhad free range cattle, obviously hogs and so forth. You had certain areas that
you could, you know, grow a garden, you ha

ABut it's col d daletof bugh dowrethere. AYoudknotv,hitheer e * s
weather turns bad in a heartbeat. And so | meanthiinking it was probably a

rough life. I'm sure they hasbme kind of cows and goats and stuff or whatever,
chickens. But | mean, they didn't survive solely aihfBut I'm pretty certain it

was probably a rough life. Even though we read that all the oysters are bigger than
you've ever seen in your life or anything like that, it's crap. Find somebody else.
That' s somebody o6(sJgHmrSdphuwalt i Binshop, Jr.

What do we know of the community?

Mr. Mandershighlights the necessity to pull together as the location was transitioning from
a work site to a settlement for their families. Mr. Bishop recognizes the communal aspect of the
town and that the residents undoubtedly relied on each other within the odtgnasuwell. In this
light, he accepts the utopian interpretation. Ms. Bornholt alludes to the social gatherings occurring
at the village. Capt. Patrick Wilson describes the settlement as one that could easily be mistaken
as a permanent vacation in whigbu sometimes had to clock in for work.

A @ography means a lot but eventually if you're trying to come together as a town
or a communitythen other things definitely have to get hammered out, especially,
when you're talking about thelatility of thattime leading up to the Civil War. |

would imagine a | ot of things had to be i
Manders)
AThey would all pitch in and they would hel

kind of utopia going on. As | said earlierdd believe each one had, in fact | read

one document that they had gardens and they had pretty much no locks on the house

and there were no hotels or anything like that. The guests stayed, they stayed at the

houses. They had an informal school for the lkidd church came every so often.

But there was no structure. Each house took turns, from what | understand. | think

they did work together.o (John Samuel Bi sh

AYou know, it was |Just a wonder ful pl ace.
families,for all this, | mean they just kind of lived, you know, the sailboats, fished,

shrimped. They had an abundance, you know, the bounty from the water, and it was

just a way of |l ife. o (Capt. Patrick Wil sson
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AOh, limagine a bonfire down on the beach. We do that today. Yeah, that type of
thing and oysters and that type of celebration getting together. It's a normal need to
socialize. 0 (Jeanette Bornhol t)

How about private ownership?

Ms. Bornholt corroborates that thesidents had their own homes. They had their personal
possessions and their own homes.

AEverybody had their own home. You had tha
And so you know, you're not going to be around ther7.24think they had their

own lomes and things. Of course, I'm sure they had picnic days or gatherings, you

know, some sort of little celebration of stuff together like any other time,

community, you're going to have that. But then as far as what | can read and have

studied, theyhadéhi r own i ndi vi dual homes. 0 (Jeanet|

Why not split up the land?

Mr. Bishop remains puzzled by the decision teogm the property. And the decision to
continue to hold it that way is one he has been unable to answer. Ms. Bornholt implies that the
town evolved over time and those that got there first built wherevenitsined. Capt. Patrick
Wilson admits he is unsure of the reasoning behind the atypiealiership decision. But he
raises an interesting point that there may not have been a better option. Then again, there remains
the possibility that the stakeholderscttied later against chopping up the land and instead made a
collective decision that it was all or none.

fiMy friend, that is the $64,000 questidim gonna give you one further. Why did
they buy it all together? Why did they buy it? Why'd they puthadir names on
onedeed 0 (John Samuel Bi shop, Jr.)

AYou know, | would not know. | do know that I, when we did research, especially
when these cases came up, you couldn't find it as individual type (herdhdrede

It probably is who got there first staked out their sBguatters rights so to speak
(Jeanette Bornhqlt

fil have no knowledge on thand don't know. Look in the rearview mirror, you
know, you could say a lgbut no idea. And my uncle even, | remasndad saying
of my uncle who went through the courthouse, he goes,ittssunbelievable. It is
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what it is. That's how they purchased itlon't know if that's how they needed to
purchase it, how the deal went, who knows? If some people were sofand it
some needed the help of them, so they said let's do it together, or if they just got
together and said, you know, hold on, we're doing everything as one. No telling.
But that history, I've been told is one of the craziest land deals of the statd, C a p
Patrick Wilson)

Do you think they thought of their village as utopian?

Ms. Bornholt portrays a rather sublime existence at Pilot Town. Mr. Bishop has a more
pragmatic understanding of the village. Capt. Patrick Wilson regards the community as a large
family unit. A great number of them did become relatives. Some of the families lived their part
time while others stayed there permanently. Capt. Wilson makes the point that the families were
brought there for a reason. They had created their own commudityey treasured it.

fWell, you know, when you live on the beach and kind of do what you want, | think
you would have a certain mind, hey, this is the lifdeaiiette Bornhglt

fiNo. | wouldn't know. | wouldn'know how to answer that. | don't think so. | think
they pictured themselves probably as just working and parents and mothers and
wives and survivorsd ( John Samuel Bi shop, Jr.)

Youknow it wasnoét | i ke they coul damdt go to |
forth, and kept their families there for a reason. You know there were so many

people that married within the families, you know so many people now want to take

off and go and do this and that, I'm sure that didn't change, probably more so back

then eerybody was spreading their legs trying to create their own destiny. | don't

know that but like | said, other than to really understand it, they just had a common
denominator, it was life on the water. They were sailors. They lived on the water,

in much hasher times. And unfortunately, all they had was a barometer to know

when storms were coming. But everything | have heard and | know, | would think

t hat they really c¢heCaptsPhtecdWikkam)at . And it wa

Oral History Analysis

The utopiartrait table updated in the previous chapter based on the archival record mirrors
the results following the oral history interviews. While the descendant perspectives on Pilot Town

are less sensationalized than the archival record they tell the samdéstbtlge story is that Pilot
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Town was a labor community. Piloting is what brought these families together. In the beginning,
they competed against one another. They raced to the incoming ships with the fastest being
awarded the job. But by the 1840s, tHetgifound a better way. They began to organize and work
together in small groups sharing ownership in various boats. Following the war, the various groups
organized furthur establishing the pilot association.

The town formed organically although theelaf the first pilot structure at Navy Cove is
still unknown. The first house built may have been that of pilot Timothy Dorgan sometime in the
1830s. The 1840 census lists Timothy (license 1837) as residing in Baldwin County, Alabama.
The same 1840 censshows his brother and fellow pilot, Andrew Dorgan, Jr. (license 1833),
living in Mobile, Alabama. The earliest observed map showing structures at Navy Cove is 1847.
By this time, a line of thirteen buildings are depicted. The 1880 census lists 21 ochupilatys
at Navy Cove. Regardless of who built the first house, when, and how many, the current data
shows Pilot Town to have evolved naturally rather than being that of a planned settlement or
intentional community. But by the time the 1872 deed wasesigjranting 14 head of households
actual ownership to the land they had long ago commandeered, the houses were built. This would
have made diwing up the land less necessary.

So they continued to share the laitie pilotscontinued toshae the work.Communal
bonds were further strengthened by countless marriages interweaving the families. From all
accounts the commune flourished. New pilots and families joined the village replacing those that
left, retired, or passed on. Visitors were drawn to theefor recreation and leisure. Memoirs of
former occupants speak of frequent parties and bonfires. These social engagments formed
naturally. There is no indication of intended social engineering or attempts at societal change

occuring at Pilot Town.
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Moreover, no sign of town leadership is seen through the research although community
elders were likely. The Mobile Bar Pilots Association (MBPA) elects a president to preside over
organizational matters. The village, however, does not appear to hagoleemed. The residents
were on equal footing. This we know from the way they split the land and profits. Community
membership was not even limited to being a pilot or joining the pilot association. Denny and John
Ladnier never became members of the MBBWjough they may have done some piloting. As

mentioned earlier in thinesis many other professions are noted within the census records.

The current research did not reveal Pilot Town as having been a place of resistance or
reform, characteristic of some utopian experiments. Utopian settlements also shared a belief their
model would be duplicated by others. There is no evidence of thatiagchere. The pilots were
capitalist. They were opportunists. These men were skilled boat captains intent on building
something together to ensure the protection of how they earned their living. Fortunately, for them,
they were able to utilize and aquaevellsuited and desirable location not only for work but also

for thepleasureof their families.

There have been other pilot settlements. The Mississippi River pilots built a settlement on
piers in south Louisiana around 1860, which also appropribedame known as Pilottown. The
Crescent River Port Pilots still operate out of this location today; however, the residents have since
moved to drier ground following the wrath of Hurricane Katrina. It is assumed by this author and
also the intervieweeshat when comparing other pilot towns, they would likely shasny
similarities. Presumably, work camps such as these arektighfamily-oriented communal work
spaces often found iremote andlifficult to access environments beyond the reach of most.
Similar aganizatiors may also split their profits. They may also share ownership of their buildings

and their vessels. These are common business pra@igdegopiagoes beyond partnershipo
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that end,tiis presumedby this investigator that theostdgic andromanticizedutopiandesignation

assigned to Pilot Town, Alabama is unique to the pilot settlement at Navy Cove.
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Chapter 7Conclusion

Everyone has their own perspectivas twthor included. And for the most part there are
basic truths about the former pilot village disputed by nonddneparticipaedin the research. The
passage of time, though, has mawdeedetails concernindPilot Town somewhat cloudy, as
revealed irthe interviews. Fortunatelyhough thee is a considerablarchival recordf the site
which provides a colorful glimpse into the settlemefibhe written record is noticeably
sentimentalized. Personal accounts of those that once lived there or thesstdthtiescribe the
most idyllic place to have ever existed. Articles and descriptiofslaf Town overl00 years
later continue to perpetuate the Navy Cove village as a special place, utopian in fact. The
unfortunatarony is that the tragedy that initately befell the place and ended the settlerpkays

a role in the romanticized way in which it is remembered.

But Pilot Towndoesfeel different. It was differentWhatbegan as ampromptuwork
base for the early Alabama bar pilots ultimately bexamnthriving community ohumerous
families.Invited guestand visitors spenweeks and evemonthsin the summeat these cottages
soakng up the beauty of the place. The Navy Cove pitogmtech serendipitous existence at Pilot
Town for themselves arttieir families They formed their community, chose their neighbors, and
up until the stormenjoyedamostlyleisurelylife at the covelnitially abar pilotlabor community,

it laterevolved into a larger coastal commune supported by various seafecungations.

The transformation at Navy Cove from competition to cooperatimuld not be ignored
Gaining consensus ondflssue, which had to have been integral to the success of the community,

may have been a hard sell for sof@ertainpilots andbr their boats had to have been fagi@n
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others,maintaining aclearadvantageYet, they all decided to unite and share ithgponsibilities

and profits of piloting Mobile Bay.

What if the 1906 hurricane had missed Pilot Town? How much longer do the pilots remain
at Navy Cove? The Mobile Bay channel was dredged in 1886 and again in 1896 to greater depths
allowing the largesteamers to continue through the channel. Nevertheless, the lower bay pilots
and the upper bay pilots continued thedition d swapping pilots in the lower bay. The Navy
Cove pilots chose toemain attheir seaside enclaveBy this time, thevillage hadseemingly
morphed into one largiamilial unit. So many of thdvomesbecame linked througkiounger
generations of marriagend familycreation Knowing thisgeographicarea well and the interest
that rapidlyincreasedegardingreal estate along the Fortdvjan peninsulat is assumed the
village at Navy Cove would have continued well into the twentieth century désgiemo longer

being aneed to be stationed there for work.

But as fate would have it, tHE906 hurricaneupendedhe village reducing it to rubble
The storm ompletelychanged the landscape at Navy Covéage manyhurricanes since. The
absence of property lines perhaps complicated desitiorebuild. And the trauma encountered
by thosewho remained at the villagguring thestormwas surely too much for some to ever

considethaving to repeat

So, we must rely on the memories of the place to bring it back to life. As mentioned above,
the documented remembrances are nostaldpstalgia is an emotion of losBut it can also
provide a sense of hope or longing for a better fu{@mith and Campbell 201612-627).
Professor Laurajane Smith and researcher Gary Campb#ikir oral historystudy concerning
nostalgia and industrial heritage o o n t o st aselects patieutar agpects bfahke gasta 1

that are emotionally valued and singles them out for particular atténtion T true with Pilst
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Town. The village is dBnedin the historical record asutopianandbr almost utopian commune.

Ot her designations of ACamel otodo and fApeeradi se
unique settlementThis place was resourceful and bountiful and beautiful. But it is theiway

which they livedat Pilot Townthat has drawn thattentionandenvy of so many The vision, the
determination, the hard work, the cooperation, the adaptability, the family atmosphsecaté

the qualitieghat have beedecidedworth remembeng for Pilot Town.These ar¢he memories
thathavehelpedshapeand preservéhe heritage of ils site. Fortunately the heritagecontinues

andnow includegheroadsidéistorical markerThe importance ahemorializationsuch as these

is summed up nicely bifrench historiarPierreNora wh o e x withaut aoremeirforative

vigilance, history would soon sweep [these places of memory] avidgra 1996,quoted in

Shackel 2018:7).

The current descendant interviews/oral higterconducted during this research describe
the former community in similar wayasthough somelo have a morgragmaticinterpretation
than thé& ancestors beforthem Smith and Campbel(2017623) describe grogressive use of
nostalgi& filt is not about yearning for days gone by, but acknowledging thosé dagsgnizing
them and understanding their moral worth, and using that recognition as a point from which to
6cardyaond to make a ne wBndlarge, thissenthentwasishafed byu r e .
each of the oral history participants. The Alabama pilots made their mark on the history of the Gulf
Coast. And although the current surviving descendants are several generations removed from the
shared life theiancestorghoseat NavyCove there remains a pride among ttakeholderabout
whatoccurred at Pilot TownAnd ascan be expecteadach of the participants feels strongly this

storyshouldcontinue to be told.
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It shouldalsobe pointed out that additional descendant perspectives may be made possible
by future researchers to build on what has been learned @#rer Pilot Town stakeholder
participation was sought during this reseatubwever,the constraints of time preventadther
involvement.In addition, Pilot Town makes an interesting case studysforilar communal
settlements described as utopieinrshould also be contrasted with other pilot settlemeértis.
cooperative living arrangemenat Navy Coveprosperedup untl the storm This is abundantly
clear in the archival recordt is also reaffirmed in the cultural materi&urthermore, the Pilot
Town habitation should be considereavhen future researcherare compaing alternative
settlementsexamining vihat constitutes a utopjas well asan analysis othe viewpointsfrom

whichtheyareseen in thidight.

To date no definitive internal family documents from the former occupants have been
uncovered to reveahat he communards believed themselves to teatcng a purposefudnd
intentionalutopian settlemenitt is curious though, that auperficialreview ofsome of theultural
materialcollected from the site beardidJt opi a Crescent 0 maker 6s mar Kk
(see Figurel.2). But when consideredith all data collected during this study, this observed

trademark appears at this time torberelycoincidental to the research question

For certainPilot Town shared several of the common utopian traits (communal ownership,
egditarian, shared and physical labor, and cooperative living) identified during this study.
However,it did not subscribe ta great manyf the other characteristics (anticapitalism, social
engineering, social reform, leadership, distinctive change ineagpee, restrictive rules, planned
development, and a belief the model would spread) attributed to utdpiaurrent research
highlights various types of utopias and acknowledgegnificant differences within these

communitiesThepilot village at Naw Covewas not a transient commune welcoming those that
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championed a particular causetlooseseeking changer enlightenment. Thigvas acompetitive
labor communitythat organized and came togethsrone to protect their way of lifédlthough
Pilot Townwas not shown thave beenany sort of attempt at reformirgpciety, it did achieve
what so many utopian experiments of the time could not;temg success. For the better part of
a centurythe Rlot Town settlemenimorethad i ved up to Sir Thomas
of 1 g o oAndevérsincestke fateful storm on September 27, 190has become thauty

of historians, archaeologists, descendaatsd concerned citizens to ke&iot Town from

becoming a Ano place. o
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1847 Coast Survey Map showing Pilot Town settlement lining the peninsula.
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1857 Coast Survey Map showing Pilot Town settlement lining the peninsula.
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1877 Coast Survey Map showing Pilot Town settlement lining the peninsula.
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1889 Coast Survey Map showing Pilot Town settlement lining the peninsula.
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1897 Coast Survey Map showing Pilot Town settlement lining the peninsula. An additidhal (13
structure can be seen on this map.
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