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Agency Overview

 The USDA's National Agricultural Statistics 

Service (NASS) conducts hundreds of surveys 

every year and prepares reports covering virtually 

every aspect of U.S. agriculture. Production and 

supplies of food and fiber, prices paid and received 

by farmers, farm labor and wages, farm finances, 

chemical use, and changes in the demographics of 

U.S. producers are only a few examples. 



Agency Overview

 NASS is committed to providing timely, accurate, 

and useful statistics in service to U.S. agriculture.

 Report the facts on American agriculture, facts 

needed by people working in and depending 

upon U.S. agriculture.

 Provide objective and unbiased statistics on a 

preannounced schedule that is fair and impartial 

to all market participants.



Agency Overview

 Conduct the Census of Agriculture every five years, 

providing the only source of consistent, 

comparable, and detailed agricultural data for every 

county in America.

 Serve the needs of our data users and customers at a 

local level through our network of State field 

offices and our cooperative relationship with 

universities and State Departments of Agriculture.



Agency Overview

 Safeguard the privacy of farmers, ranchers, and 

other data providers, with a guarantee that 

confidentiality and data security continue to be our 

top priorities. 



Agency Overview

 Since the fall of 2013, NASS now operates under 

12 regional office structure, whereas Maryland is in 

the Northeastern Region with ten other states. The 

Northeastern region office is located in Harrisburg, 

PA.



Crop Progress and Condition 

 Crop Progress and condition estimates are based on 

survey data collected each week from early April 

through the end of November.

 The non-probability survey includes input from 

approximately 4,000 respondents whose occupations 

provide them opportunities to make visual observations 

and frequently bring them in contact with farmers in their 

counties.



Crop Progress and Condition 

August September October November

Year Corn Soys Corn Soys Corn Soys Corn Soys

2016 83 78 83 77

2015 86 81 79 76 82 71 - -

2014 90 93 89 79 88 76 - 80

2013 83 73 85 85 - - - 70

2012 47 47 52 59 61 69 - -

2011 29 28 41 48 35 56 - 63

2010 16 26 24 35 27 30 - 26

Crop condition rated good to excellent for the first Monday 

in each month.



Crop Progress and Condition



Monthly Crop Production

 The farm operator survey was conducted 

primarily by telephone with some use of 

mail, internet, and personal interviews.

 Approximately 200 producers in Maryland 

were interviewed during the survey period 

and asked questions about probable yield.



Monthly Crop Production

August September October November Final Yield

Year Corn Soys Corn Soys Corn Soys Corn Soys Corn Soys

2016 170 45 170 45

2015 165 46 172 46 181 44 178 44 164 40

2014 158 44 166 44 170 46 170 44 175 46

2013 155 45 155 43 - - 158 40 158 39.5

2012 110 37 115 42 115 42 115 45 122 47

2011 104 30 104 35 105 39 105 39 109 39

2010 100 30 100 34 95 33 100 33 106 34

Monthly Crop Production Yield Forecast vs. Final Yield



Corn and Soybean Yields



Outlook Sources

 USDA – Economic Research Service

 http://www.ers.usda.gov/topics/farm-

economy/commodity-outlook.aspx



Outlook Sources

 USDA – Economic Research Service

 http://www.ers.usda.gov/publications/fds-feed-

outlook/fds-15h.aspx



Source for data

USDA – NASS

http://quickstats/



Question and Answers

??????????????????????


