My research experience took place in my history capstone course during the spring 2022
semester. | am studying Secondary Education and History, so | needed to take the class to
graduate. | took the class during my junior year so | could write my undergraduate thesis before
my student teaching began. | chose to take HIST 408 with Dr. Katarina Keane because | took a
class with her the previous semester, and | knew she was incredibly knowledgeable but also an
incredibly caring professor. The topic of the course was social and cultural movements in the
1960s and 1970s. | initially looked at the class as a hurdle I’d need to leap over, and just hoped I
could find a topic that I’d enjoy writing about.

Dr. Keane gave the class a long document of questions to help us think of a research topic.
There was a question about disco culture in the 1970s. Being a big baseball fan, my mind went to
Disco Demolition Night. It was an event that | had heard of before but wasn’t very familiar with.
| did a quick search of Disco Demolition Night and thought that this had the potential to be a
cool project. Baseball has always been my favorite thing in the world and knew the opportunity
to do baseball research would be an enjoyable experience. | quickly saw how differently the
event is remembered and portrayed today, and I wasn’t sure why. I wanted to research how the
promotion came to be, how it is remembered, and how it should be remembered. | went to Dr.
Keane’s office hours to pitch my idea. I was nervous because I didn’t know if she would like the
idea of a sports project for an undergraduate research paper. | remember practicing how | would
convince Dr. Keane, and just hoping she’d agree. But she didn’t take any convincing. She
thought it was a phenomenal idea, and we talked about the importance of sports in American
culture. I left Dr. Keane’s office feeling so inspired, and it was the beginning of a great

relationship and senior capstone experience.



| wanted to get my hands on anything that was going to be able to help me learn more
about Disco Demolition Night. This project would have been impossible without the resources
made available by the library. | was able to request books from libraries across the country. |
requested books about Disco Culture, 1970s Baseball, and White Sox owner Bill Veeck. Disco
Demolition Night is a unique intersection between music and sports, so | wanted to get my hands
on anything that could give me useful information. I looked for books and journals written by
scholars. I also looked for baseball books about the 1970s to help me learn more about the sport
in that decade. Disco Demolition Night happened in Chicago, and I received a handful of books
from the University of Illinois. It was so convenient to be able to request any book and have it
sent to McKeldin Library in just a few days. | believe | had around 20 books checked out. With it
being a semester project, I didn’t have time to read all the material I received but the access to
information was incredible. | was also able to access different newspapers through the library.
Looking at articles published in the summer of 1979 gave me a strong insight into the immediate
aftermath of the event. | was also able to find information on the man that put on Disco
Demolition Night, Steve Dahl, from previous months' newspapers. | saw how his group of disco
haters marketed themselves and came to be earlier that year. The UMD library gave me access to
information that was essential for my project, and I’m so glad I had the resources to make the
work possible. I’m also glad the library is open in the middle of the night, as my paper was the
product of many late nights in McKeldin. If I could anything about my research experience, |
wish | had more time. One semester was not enough time to read and write everything | wanted
to. Maybe this is an unpopular opinion, but | wish the capstone experience was two semesters.

After completing my project, | knew baseball research was something | am passionate

about and wanted to continue. | received the Yoseloff Scholarship to attend SABR 50 last



August in Baltimore. Going to the Society for American Baseball Research Convention was the
most rewarding and inspiring academic experience of my life. I listened to scholars present their
research and meet people from around the country. This opportunity was made possible because
of all the information | was able to access through the UMD library. At the beginning of the
semester, | would have never thought my capstone course would lead me to a scholarship to the
attend premier baseball research organization’s convention.

I am going into secondary education, and plan on teaching either middle or high school
social studies after my graduation in May. I’m passionate about my project and love telling
family and friends about my research. Many have asked, “so how will this help you as a
teacher?” I usually mention that I know how to go through the research process, evaluate
sources, and stay organized along the way. But one of the biggest takeaways from my work last
spring was my relationship with Dr. Keane. Every time | left her office for some guidance, I felt
so energized and inspired to continue working hard. She was my number one supporter and her
willingness to help students is unlike anyone | have ever worked with before. Dr. Keane was so
organized, and put so much effort into each lecture, and her passion for both history and
education was incredible. She set the bar high, and | can only hope my students feel the same
way about me one day. | learned that amazing things are possible when you have a teacher that

believes in you, and her belief in me is something that I’ll never forget as an educator.



