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CHAPTER I

THE INFLUENCE OF WOMEN IN THE FOUNDING OF 

GEORGIA AND ITS EARLY DEVELOPMENT•

G eorg ia , th e  l a s t  o f  the th ir t e e n  American C o lo n ie s ,  

was founded through the in f lu e n c e  and under the le a d er sh ip  

o f  th e  s o ld ie r - p h i la n t h r o p is t ,  James Edward O glethorpe.

H is in t e r e s t  had been  aroused  in  the many p eo p le  in  the  

p r is o n s  o f  England, due to  the law s which made c r im in a ls  

o f  a l l  men who cou ld  n ot pay th e ir  d e b ts . He proposed to  

e s t a b l i s h  th e se  d eb tors in  a co lony in  the new w orld . A lso ,  

a s  a s o ld ie r  f ig h t in g  in  Europe under Eugene o f  Savoy, he 

had lea rn ed  o f  the p e r se c u tio n s  o f  th e  P r o te s ta n ts  in  

Germany. He hoped th a t th e y , to o , would f in d  a haven in  

h is  new c o lo n y . With an eye fo r  economic g a in , he w ished  

to  e s t a b l i s h  a co lon y  which would serv e  as a b ase  fo r  a 

p r o f i t a b le  fu r  trad e  w ith  the In d ia n s. A lthough the  

above m otives were very pow erfu l in  th e  c o lo n iz a t io n  o f  

G eorgia , th e  r e a l  rea so n  was a m ilita r y  one. O glethorpe, 

a s o ld ie r ,  w ished to  e s t a b l i s h  a b u ffe r  s t a t e  a g a in s t  the  

im p e r ia l i s t ic  am bitions o f Spain , and to  keep her w ith in  

th e  bou nd aries o f  F lo r id a .

With su ch  an aim , i t  was ea sy  to  secu re  the in t e r e s t  

o f  the B r i t i s h  Government, a s  w e ll  a s  f in a n c ia l  a id .  A 

ch a r ter  was i s s u e d , s im ila r  to  the p r o p r ie ta r y  g ra n ts  in



Maryland and th e  K a ro l in a s  ex cep t f o r  the g r a n t i r ^ ;  o f  th e  

l a n d  to a  hoard  o f  t r u s t e e s  i n s t e a d  o f  th e  i n d i v i d u a l  p r o ­

p r i e t o r  s ,  The governm en t was to  he i n  th e  hands of t h e s e  

t r u s t e e s  f o r  a  p e r io d  o f  tw e n ty -o n e  y e a r s ,  when i t  would 

r e v e r t  to  th e  crow n, A com m ittee  of th e  t r u s t e e s  was to  

form  the  c o u n c i l ,  and  t h i s  body, i n  t u r n ,  was t o  a p p o in t  

the  g o v e rn o r .  The g o v e rn o r  and  the  c o u n c i l  were empowered 

t o  make th e  law s ,  which must n o t  he c o n t r a r y  to th o s e  of 

E n g lan d . The p eop le  cou ld  s u g g e s t  la w s ,  h u t  had no way o f  

c o m p e ll in g  th e  lawmakers to a c c e p t  them. R e l ig io u s  freedom  

was g r a n t e d .  S la v e ry  was f o r b i d d e n .  One re a so n  f o r  p r o ­

h i b i t i n g  s l a v e s  was, TTProduce d e s ig n e d  by th e  t r u s t e e s  to  

he r a i s e d  i n  t h e  c o lo n y , i . e . ,  S i l k  and. O the r  p ro d u ce s  were 

such  a s  women and c h i l d r e n  would be o f  a s  much u se  a s

if 1n e g ro e s ” .

I n  th e  o r i g i n a l  c h a r t e r  women w ere  n o t  a l lo w e d  to ho ld

la n d  o r  t o  i n h e r i t  l a n d .  Benjam in M artyn , the  S e c r e t a r y ,

g i v e s  the f o l lo w in g  r e a s o n s  f o r  t h i s :

The la n d s  i n  the  c h a r t e r  were g ra n te d  
to  men o n ly ;  b e c a u se ,  i f  women were 
a l lo w e d  to ho ld  o r  i n h e r i t  land  they
TO M  181 por^fon
of one s o l d i e r .  A ls o ,  by i n t e r m a r r i a g e  
s e v e r a l  l o t s  m ight have been u n i t e d  in to  
one . And a g a i n ,  i f  a man lied s e v e r a l  
d a u g h te r s  h i s  l o t  would have to  be 
d iv id e d  among them a l l .  A lso  — women 
be in g  e q u a l ly  in c a p a b le  to  a c t  a s  
s o l d i e r s  or se rv e  on j u r i e s ,  th e s e  d u t i e s

^ Benjamin M artyn , An A ccoun t Shewing th e  P r o g r e s s  o f  
th e  Colony o f  Georgia in~lwnerica from I t ’ s F i r s t  E s ta b l i s h  -
ment (London, 174 1 ) ,  p .  9 .
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and many o t h e r s ,  such a s  w a tc h in g s  and 
w a rd in g s ,  shou ld  r e t u r n  so much o f t e n e r  
i n  p r o p o r t i o n  to  the number o f th e  men 
i n  th e  tow nsh ip  was l e s s e n e d ,  and by  
t h a t  means be v e ry  burdensome to tiie 
rem a in in g  male l o t - h o l d e r s .  And i n  
c ase  o f  any  a t t a c k  from I n d ia n s ,

F rench  o r  S p a n ia r d s ,  th e  to w n sh ip  g 
would be l e s s  a b le  tc make an e s c a p e .

However, in  t h i s  case,, a s  in  many o t h e r  i n s t a n c e s  

l a t e r ,  t h e  t r u s t e e s  found i t  was f a r  e a s i e r  to make r u l e s  

and r e g u l a t i o n s  th an  to  e n fo rc e  them . When th e y  made known 

the  o b j e c t s  and te rm s  o f  th e  c h a r t e r  to  th e  one hundred  

f o u r t e e n  p e rs o n s  whom th e y  had r e s o l v e d  to send , th e y  r e c e iv e d  

p r o t e s t s  from  f o u r .  These d e s i r e d  t h e i r  d a u g h te r s ,  a s  w e l l  a s  

t h e i r  s o n s ,  to  i n h e r i t .  The t r u s t e e s  d ec ided  t h a t  t h e s e  and 

a l l  o t h e r s  o f  l i k e  mind shou ld  have the  p r i v i l e g e  o f  naming 

a  s u c c e s s o r  to  1he l a n d s  g r a n t e d  them, who, i n  c a se  the 

p o s s e s s o r  shou ld  d ie  w i th o u t  male i s s u e ,  sh o u ld  ho ld  same to 

t h e i r  male h e i r s  f o r e v e r .  They a l s o  a g re e d  t h a t  widows 

sh ou ld  have t h e i r  t h i r d s  a s  i n  E ng land . These c o n c e s s io n s  

s a t i s f i e d  the  p eo p le  f o r  the  t im e  b e in g .  Thus th e  G eorgia  

c o l o n i s t s  s t r u c k  a' blow f o r  WomenTs r i g h t s  b e fo r e  th ey  e v e r  

s e t  s a i l  f o r  th e  new w o rld .

p
Benjamin M artyn , An Account ^hewing the  P r o g r e s s  of 

the Colony o f  G eorg ia  i n America from It"’" s 'F i r s t  T i s t a b l i s h -  
m edi (London, 1 7 4 1 ) ,  pp . 5 -6 .  ~
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South  C a ro l in a  welcomed th e  news t h a t  a co lo n y  was to  

be e s t a b l i s h e d  to  th e  sou th#  Her p e o p le  had  s u f f e r e d  s e v e r e ­

l y  from  b o th  I n d ia n  r a i d s  and m arauding  p a r t i e s  o f  S p a n ia r d s ,  

and t h i s  new co lo n y  would s e rv e  a s  a  b u f f e r  s t a t e  to  p r o t e c t  

them# O g le th o rp e  was i n v i t e d  to  la n d  f i r s t  i n  th e  C a ro l in a  

co lo n y  and to  rem a in  t h e r e  a t  i t s  expense  u n t i l  a  s u i t a b l e  

s i t e  f o r  s e t t l e m e n t  shou ld  have been s e le c te d #  A c c o rd in g ly ,  

O g le th o rp e  and h i s  c o l o n i s t s  la n d e d  f i r s t  i n  C harlestow n#

From t h e r e  th e y  w ent to

B e a u f o r t ,  w here  th e  c o l o n i s t s ,  by 
c o u r t e s y  o f  Governor Joh nso n , o c cu p ied  
th e  new b a r r a c k s  u n t i l  O g le th o rp e ,  
accom panied  by W ill iam  B u l l  and 
Jo n a th a n  B ryan , co u ld  v i s i t  th e  
f u t u r e  s e t t l e m e n t*  The p r o s p e c t in g  

p a r t y  l e f t  i n  an  I n d ia n  canoe*, and 
a f t e r  w in d in g  i n  and ou t among th e  
s m a l l  i s l a n d s  a t  th e  mouth o f  th e  
Savannah R iv e r  th e y  a t  l e n g t h  
e s p i e d ,  some m i le s  up th e  s t r e a m ,  
a  b l u f f  crowned w i th  p in e  t r e e s ,  
a t  th e  w e s te r n  end o f  w hich  was a 
v i l l a g e ,  calleci^ Yamacraw# The 
c h i e f  o f  th e  t r v b e  to  which the  
v i l l a g e  be lo nged  was named T om o-chi-ch i#
There was h e re  a t r a d i n g  p o s t  owned 
by a  man named John M usgrove, whose 
w i f e  Mary was an  I n d ia n  h a l f  b reed#
At f i r s t  th e  o ld  c h i e f  r e f u s e d  to  
g r a n t  th e  r e q u e s t  o f  th e  E uropeans 
f o r  l a n d  on w hich  t o  s e t t l e  b u t  
th ro u g h  th e  good o f f i c e s  o f  
Mary Musgrove he f i n a l l y  c o n se n te d  
to  e n t e r  i n to  t r e a t y  n e g o t i a t i o n s ,  
a f t e r  w hich  th e  la n d  was su rv eyed  and 
th e  p a r t y  r e t u r n e d  to  B e a u fo r t  f o r  
th e  c o l o n i s t s #

® F .D . Lee and J . l .  Agnew, H i s t o r i c a l  R ecords o f  
Savannah (Savannah, 1 8 6 8 ) ,  p p .  3-4#



Two y e a r s  l a t e r ,  to  p r o t e c t  Savannah from  th e  r a v a g e s  o f  

enemy I n d i a n s ,  t h e  t r u s t e e s  l a i d  o u t ,  t o  th e  s o u th ,  a new 

town w hich was c a l l e d  F r e d e r ic a *  For some tim e a f t e r  t h i s  

th e  Savannah s e t t l e m e n t  was known a s  th e  N o r th e rn  P ro v in c e  

and th e  one a round  F r e d e r i c a  a s  th e  S o u th e rn  P rov in ce*  In  

March, 1734. a g roup  of S a lz b u r g e r s  came t o  G eorg ia  and 

s e t t l e d  a t  E benezer , the t r a n s l a t i o n  o f  w hich  i s ,  "Here we 

r e s t " .  A u g u s ta  was s e t t l e d  i n  1737*

Thus G eorgia  was s e t t l e d ;  b u t ,  from  th e  v e ry  b e g in n in g  

th e  s t r u g g l e  t o  e s t a b l i s h  a p ro sp e ro u s  co lo n y  was n o t  

s u c c e s s fu l*  Many r e a s o n s  may be g iv e n ,  among w hich a r e  th e  

f o l lo w in g :  O g le th o rp e  was a  m i l i t a r y  d e s p o t ;  t h e r e  was no 

Assembly u n t i l  1751; th e  r e g io n s  o f  s e t t l e m e n t  were f e r t i l e  

b u t  m a l a r i a l ;  the  l a n d  g r a n t s  w ere  s m a l l ;  s l a v e r y  was p r o ­

h i b i t e d .  The.Se may have been o n ly  c o n t r i b u t i n g  f a c t o r s  

tow ard  th e  f a t e  o f  a p r o j e c t  w hich was doomed to  f a i l ,  even a s  

a  s i m i l a r  ex p e r im en t  i n  th e  G a ro l in a s  had done. The t r u s t e e s  

p lan n e d  th e  co lo ny  i n  E ngland w i t h  no r e a l  knowledge of th e  

la n d  o r  the  n a tu r e  of th e  s e t t l e r s  when p la c e d  i n  a new 

e n v iro n m en t .  They made a  p a t t e r n  which J u s t  f a i l e d  to  f i t .

In  1737 th e  t r u s t e e s  r e c e i v e d  word o f  u n e a s in e s s  among 

th e  p e o p le  ab o u t the  c o n f in in g  o f  lan d  h o ld in g s  to  male 

h e i r s .  They, b e in g  a p p re h e n s iv e  o f  th e  s u c c e s s  of t h e i r  

u n d e r t a k in g ,  h u r r i e d  to  make f u r t h e r  c o n c e s s io n s  i n  r e g a rd  

to  the  h o ld in g  o f  la n d  by women. They c o n s id e r e d  t h a t  th e
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co lon y  had h e en  e s t a b l i s h e d  lo n g  enough efad t h a t  th e  p e o p le  

were numerous enough; a n d ,  s i n c e  a  r e g im e n t  was s t a t i o n e d  

i n  i t  f o r  d e f e n s e ,  t h a t  fo rm er  t e n u r e s  were u n n e c e s s a ry .  

T h e re fo re  th e  t r u s t e e s  d e c id e d  t h a t ,  i n  d e f a u l t  o f  male 

i s s u e ,  any l e g a l  p o s s e s s o r  o f  la n d  m ig h t ,  by D e e d - in - w r i t i n g ,  

o r  l a s t  w i l l  and t e s t a m e n t ,  a p p o in t  h i s  d a u g h te r  h i s  

s u c c e s s o r ,  o r  any o th e r  male o r  fem a le  r e l a t i v e ,  p ro v id e d  

th e  s u c c e s s o r  p e r s o n a l l y  c la im  th e  l o t  g ra n te d  w i th in  

e ig h te e n  months a f t e r  th e  d e a th  o f  th e  g r a n t o r .  Soon t h i s  

c o n c e s s io n  was e x ten d ed  to  ev e ry  p o s s e s s o r s  b e in g  empower­

ed  to  a p p o in t  any o th e r  p e r s o n  h i s  s u c c e s s o r . ^  This was 

a n o th e r  v i c t o r y  f o r  th e  r i g h t s  o f  women, e s p e c i a l l y  

s i g n i f i c a n t  s in c e  i t  was won i n  th e  Hew World.

Even w i t h  t h e s e  c o n c e s s io n s  th e  c o l o n i s t s  c o n t in u e d  to  

be  d i s c o n te n t e d  and unhappy. They w ere  d iv id e d  i n t o  f a c t i o n s ,  

and c o n s ta n t  c o m p la in ts  were s e n t  to  th e  t r u s t e e s  by one s id e  

o r  th e  o t h e r ,  Th& t r u s t e e s ,  i n  o rd e r  to  in fo rm  th em se lv es  

o f  th e  r e a l  c o n d i t io n s  t h a t  p r e v a i l e d  i n  th e  co lo ny  and th e  

j u s t i c e  o f th e  c o m p la in ts  t h a t  re a c h e d  them , d e c id e d  to  

a p p o in t  someone t o  s tu d y  th e  s i t u a t i o n  and to  keep them 

a d v is e d .  They s e l e c t e d  f o r  t h i s  im p o r ta n t  work Colonel 

W ill iam  S te p h e n s ,  a  man of i n t e g r i t y  and c h a r a c t e r ,  who had 

s a t  i n  p a r l i a m e n t  f o r  a  q u a r t e r  o f  a  c e n tu r y ,  and  who e n jo y -

Benjam in  M artyn , An A m oun t Shewing th e  P r o g r e s s  o f 
th e  Colony o f  GreQ^gi3- i n  America from  It*B  F i r s t  E s t a b l i s h ­
ment (London; 1 7 4 1 ) ,  p . 27.
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ed th e  c o n f id e n c e  o f  th e  t r u s t e e s  and o f  th e  c o u n try *  In

th e  summer o f  1737, he was s e n t  to  Savannah a s  " S e c r e t a r y  o f

th e  T r u s te e s  i n  G e o rg ia " .  H is  o f f i c e  was to  ta k e  a g e n e r a l

o v e r s ig h t  o f  a f f a i r s ,  to  a d v is e  u n o f f i c i a l l y  th e  o f f i c e r s

o f  th e  c o lo n y ,  and to  keep  th e  t r u s t e e s  f u l l y  in fo rm ed

of the  c o n d i t i o n s  t h a t  p r e v a i l e d  and o f  th e  p r o g r e s s  o f

th e  s e t t l e m e n t*  He e n te r e d  upon h i s  d u t i e s  O c to ber  SO,

1737, and c o n t in u e d  to  p e rfo rm  them w ith  d i l i g e n c e  and

f i d e l i t y  u n t i l  O ctober 4 ,  1740 , when th e  p l a n  of

governm ent was changed and th e  co lo n y  was d iv id e d  i n t o

two c o u n t i e s .  He was a p p o in te d  p r e s i d e n t  o f  th e  county  
5

of Savannah*

S tep h en s  k e p t  a  J o u rn a l  o f h i s  t h r e e  y e a r s 1 work a s

s e c r e t a r y .  This J o u r n a l  r e v e a l s  f u r t h e r  c o n c e s s io n s  i n

r e g a r d  to  l a n d - h o ld in g  and th e  e x te n s io n  of women’s r i g h t s ;

The T r u s t e e s  to  -make a l l  peop le  
e a sy  and c o n te n te d  a s  th ey  c o u ld ,  
p u b l i s h e d  an  a d v e r t i s e m e n t  i n  th e  
London Gazet t e  8 th  Sep tem ber, 1739, 
and o t h e r  “p a p e rs  s e v e r a l  days and 
o rd e re d  i t  t o  be p u b l i s h e d  i n  th e  
Sou th  C a ro l in a  G a z e t te  t h a t  th e y  
had r e s o lv e d  to r“e n la r g e  t h e i r  g r a n t s  
on f a i l u r e  o f  male i s s u e  and t o  make 
a  p r o v i s i o n  f o r  widows o f  g r a n t e e s  a s  
f o l l o w s :  That la n d s  a l r e a d y  g r a n te d
s h o u ld ,  on f a i l u r e  of i s s u e  m a le , 
d e s c e n t  to  d a u g h te r s  o f  such  g r a n t e e s

5 " P r e f a c e " , The Col o n i a l  R ecords of  t h e S t a t e  o f 
Geor g i a  ( A t l a n t a ,  T9'0'4) ,  v o l .  IVV



and i n  case  t h e r e  sh o u ld  be no i s s u e  
male o r  fem ale  t h a t  g r a n t e e  m igh t 
d e v is e  such  l a n d s  to  H e i r s - a t - l a w  w i th  
p r o v i s i o n  t h a t  p o s s e s s io n s  o f  p e rs o n  
n o t  to  be o v e r  500 a c r e s  and  t h a t  th e  
widows o f  th e  g r a n t e e s  shou ld  h o ld  and 
e n jo y  th e  D w ellin g  House, G arden , and 
one M oiety  o f  th e  l a n d s  o f  t h e i r  Hus­
bands and d u r in g  te rm  of t h e i r  l i v e s .®

These c o n c e s s io n s  a re  a  f a i r  i n d i c a t i o n  o f  t h e  s t a t e

o f  th e  c o lo n y ,  s in c e  th e  t r u s t e e s  would tak e  such d e s p e r a t e

s t e p s  i n  an e f f o r t  to  b r in g  a b o u t  s a t i s f a c t i o n  among th e

d i s c o n te n t e d  c o l o n i s t s .  T h e ir  e f f o r t s  must have f a i l e d ,

f o r  we f i n d  f u r t h e r  e x te n s io n s  i n  Ju n e ,  17401

The T r u s te e s  f u r t h e r  e x ten d ed  th e  t e n u r e s  by which 
a  D au g h te r  o f  a G ran tee  o r  any  o t h e r  

p e r s o n ,  was made cap ab le  o f e n jo y in g  
by D ev ise  o r  I n h e r i t a n c e ,  any  q u a n t i t y  o f  
l a n d s  which d i d  n o t  i n c r e a s e  h e r  o r  h i s  
p o s s e s s io n  to  more t h a n  £000 a c re s *

I t  i s  presum ed now t h a t  no c o m p la in t  
can  be made a g a i n s t  t e n u r e  o f  l a n d s  a s  
th e y  have more power t h a n  i s  g e n e r a l l y  
g iv e n  by m a rr ia g e  s e t t l e m e n t s  i n  which 
g r a n t e e s  a r e  o n ly  t e n a n t s  f o r  l i f e ,  
in c a p a b le  o f  M ortgag ing  o r  A l ie n in g  
o r  making an y  d i s p o s i t i o n  o f  t h e i r  
l a s t  w i l l  w hereas  F r e e h o ld e r s  in  
G erog ia  a r e  now become T e n a n t s - in - T a i l  
G enera l and may w i th  l i c e n s e  o f  Common 
C o u n c il  o f  s a i d  T r u s te e s  upon 
a p p l i c a t i o n  made to  them f o r  t h a t  
p u rp o s e ,  M ortgage o r  A l i e n ,  and f u r t h e r  
w i th o u t  t h a t  L ic e n se  have i t  
a b s o l u t e l y  i n  t h e i r  power on F a i l u r e  
o f  I s s u e  i n  t a i l  to  d i s p o s e  t h e r e o f  
by t h e i r  l a s t  w i l l* *

^W illiam  S te p h a n s ,  A J o u r n a l  of P ro c e e d in g s  in  G eorgia  
B eg inn ing  O c to b e r  £0 , 1737 fLondon, 1 7 4 2 ) ,  p .  30 .

7 I b i d , p .  3 3 ,
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Thus th e  women of G eorgia  h e ld  u n u s u a l  r i g h t s ,  un iq u e  

in  th o s e  t im e s ,  r i g h t s  to  i n h e r i t ,  h o ld  and convey p r o p e r t y .  

U nh app ily  f o r  th e  women, how ever, t h e s e  were to  he w iped  o u t ,  

to  be r e p l a c e d  by th e  common law o f  England when Georgia 

became a  r o y a l  p ro v in c e  i n  1752*



CHAPTER I I

MA.RY MUSGROVE.

Ho G eorgia  woman s t a n d s  ou t so p ro m in e n t ly  a s  Mary Mus­

g ro v e .  She was t o r n  i n  the  I n d ia n  town o f  Coweta. Her 

In d ia n  m other was a a id  "by Mary to  have been th e  s i s t e r  o f  th e  

o l d  Emperor o f  t h e  C re e k s .  Her f a t h e r  was a  w h i te  t r a d e r  

from  Sou th  C a r o l i n a .  VChen she  was te n  y e a r s  o f  a g e ,  h e r  

f a t h e r  to o k  h e r  back  to  South  C a r o l i n a ,  so she c o u ld  " l e a r n  

r e l i g i o n " .  A t f i f t e e n  she r e t u r n e d  t o  h e r  m o the r*s  p e o p le ,  b u t  

th e s e  f i v e  y e a r s  l e f t  t h e i r  im p r in t  and d e e p ly  in f lu e n c e d  th e  

re m a in d e r  o f h e r  l i f e .  A few y e a r s  l a t e r  she m a r r ie d  John Mus­

g ro v e ,  a  r a t h e r  im p o r ta n t  m n ,  be ing  the  so n  o f  C o lo n e l  John Mu.s 

g ro v e ,  who had been  s e n t  by th e  South  C a r o l in a  a u t h o r i t i e s  i n  

1716 to  make a  t r e a t y  w ith  th e  C re e k s .  Young Jo h n  Musgrove 

and h i s  w ife  Mary e s t a b l i s h e d  a  t r a d i n g  p o s t  on th e  s o u th e r n  

s i d e  o f  t h e  Savannah R i v e r .  T o m o -c h i-c h i ,  th e  mico or c h i e f  

o f th e  Yamacraws, a  t r i b e  o f th e  C re e k s ,  who were M a ry ^  

p e o p le ,  had g iv e n  them p e rm is s io n  to  open t h i s  p o s t  among them . 

O g le th o rp e  found them l i v i n g  h e re  when he l a n d e d  a t  Yamacraw 

B l u f f ,  l a t e r  to  be  Savannah . John a c t e d  i n  th e  p r e l i m i n a r y  

n e g o t i a t i o n s  a s  i n t e r p r e t e r .  He c o n t in u e d  i n  t h i s  s e r v i c e

u n t i l  h i s  d e a th  a  few  y e a r s  l a t e r  r e c e i v i n g  MOO a y e a r  and
1

a  g r a n t  of f i v e  h u n d red  a c r e s  of l a n d .

The C o lo n ia l  R eco rd s  of th e  S t a t e  o f  G eorgia (A t la n ta ,  
1 9 0 4 ) ,  v o l .  I I ,  p .  75' ( H e re a f te r  r e f e r r e d  to  a s  CoTonial 
R eco rd s  o f  G e o r g ia ) .
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When O g le th o rp e  foun d  t h a t  Mary was a  C reek , he "sought

h e r  a s s i s t a n c e .  By her i n f l u e n c e ,  T om o-chi-ch i came to

f a v o r  th e  w h i te  s e t t l e m e n t  and u sed  h i s  power to  win th e

c o n se n t  o f  th e  re m a in in g  t r i b e s  o f  th e  Upper and Lower Creek

n a t i o n s  f o r  t h i s  new p r o j e c t .  He c a l l e d  a  C ounc il  to  m eet

a t  Yafo&fjr&w and f i f t y  c h i e f s  answ ered  th e  summons. A t r e a t y

was c o n c lu d e d ,  s a t i s f a c t o r y  to  b o th  s i d e s ,  by w hich  th e

C reeks g r a n t e d :

a l l  th e  Lands upon th e  Savannah R iv e r  a s  f a r r  
a s  th e  R iv e r  Ogeechee & a l l  th e  Lands a lo n g  
th e  Sea Coast a s  f a r r  a s  t h e  R iv e r  S a in t  Johns 
& a s  h ig h  a s  t h e  Tide Flows and A l l  th e  I s l a n d s  
a s  f a r r  a s  th e  s a i d  R iv e r  p a r t i c u l a r l y  the  
I s l a n d s  o f  F r e d e r i c a ,  Cumberland & Am elia to  
w hich  th e y  have g iv e n  th e  names o f  His 
M a je s ty  King George*s Fam ily  o u t  o f  G ra t i tu d e  
to  him b u t  th e y  d e c l a r e  t h a t  th e y  d id  and  do 
r e s e r v e  to  th e  Creek N a tio n  th e  Lands from 
P ipem aker*s B lu f f  to  Savannah & th e  I s l a n d s  
o f  S a in t  C a th e r in e * s ,  Ossebaw, S apelo  and  th e y  
f u r t h e r  d e c l a r e  t h a t  a l l  th e  s a i d  la n d s  a re  
h e ld  by th e  Creek N a t io n  a s  Tennants-in-Common.

Mary c o n t in u e d  h e r  s e r v i c e s  to  th e  new Colony and

t h e r e  a r e  many r e f e r e n c e s  to  he r  i n  th e  r e p o r t s  to  th e

T r u s t e e s ,  e . g . ,  a  l e t t e r  from Thomas C auston , m a g i s t r a t e

and  s t o  e -k e e p e r  o f  Savannah, i n  w hich  he s a i d ,

"Mrs. Musgrove i s  in  good h e a l t h  and c o n t in u e s  h e r  good
3o f f i c e r  in  In d ia n  A f f a i r s  on many o c c a s i o n s .

2 C o lo n ia l  Re c o rd s  of Georg i a , v o l .  XXVI, p .  488.

5 I h i d ,  v o l .  X X I > p .  272.
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About t h r e e  y e a r s  a f t e r  th e  s e t t l e m e n t  o f  G e o rg ia ,  John  Mus­

g ro v e  d i e d .  O g le th o rp e  p e rs u a d e d  Mary to  ta k e  up th e  a c t i v e  

d u t i e s  o f  her husband a s  i n t e r p r e t e r  a t  h i s  s a l a r y  o f  £100 a  

y e a r .  A lso  a t  h i s  r e q u e s t ,  she  d e c id e d  t o  keep on w i th  th e  

t r a d i n g  p o s t  on th e  Savannah R iv e r .  A few y e a r s  l a t e r  she 

m a r r ie d  Jacob  M atthew s, who had been  an  in d e n te d  s e r v a n t  

o f  h e r  husband . A f t e r  h i s  m a s te r* s  d e a th  he "found  means 

to  g e t  i n t o  th e  S add le  i n  h i s  S tead  f i t l y  q u a l i f i e d  to  

v e r i f y  th e  o ld  p ro v e rb  of* a  Beggar on H o rse b a c k " .^

W ill iam  S tep hens  w ro te  o f  him i n  h i s  J o u r n a l , "Such a  

p ro m o tio n  from  obey ing  to  commanding had th e  u s u a l  e f f e c t ,  

w h ich  seldom  f a i l s  and he soon grew v a in  d r e s s i n g  f a i l y  

(w hich  i l l - b e c a m e  him) and  began  to  behave i n s o l e n t l y  to  

a l l  he k e p t  company w i th  lo o k in g  on h im s e l f  a t  l e a s t  eq u a l  

t o  th e  b e s t  man i n  th e  c o lo n y " .

I t  seems t h a t  O g le th o rp e  had a  b e t t e r  o p in io n  of 

Mary*s second  husband th a n  had S te p h e n s .  He p e rsu a d e d  her  

t o  e s t a b l i s h  a n o th e r  t r a d i n g  pos-j a t  Mount V en tu re  on the  

s o u t h  s id e  o f  th e  AllSmaha R iv e r .  This s e rv e d  as  an  o u t­

p o s t  a g a i n s t  th e  S p a n ia rd s ,  so Matthews a sk ed  t h a t  i t  be 

d e fe n d e d .  I n  r e p l y ,  O g le th o rp e  w ro te  him t h i s  l e t t e r .

F r e d e r i c a  3$ Octo? 1740 
In  r e g a r d  to  your d e s i r e  of hav ing  

your s e t t l e m e n t  a t  Mount V en tu re  d e fen ded  
I  am ve ry  w e l l  Sa t i s f i e d  i t  i s  f o r  the

4 C o lo n ia l  R ecords of Geo r g i a ,  v o l .  IV, p . 218.

5 I b i d ,  p .  518.
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King*s S e r v i c e ,  b u t  can n o t  a t  p r e s e n t  d i v id e  
th e  R eg im ent, y e t  I  would n o t  be w an tin g  to  
Encourage you; T h e re fo re  A ppoin t You a 
G a r r i s o n  o f  Twenty Men, w hich  I  empower you 
to  Command, th e  same, e tc*

fiJames O g le th o rp e .
To Mr* Jacob  Matthews 

L ie u te n a n t  C o lonel A lexander Heron w ro te  i n  r e g a r d  to  t h i s  

l e t t e r ,

Hence i t  A ppears That Mrs. Bosom worth*s, th en  
Mrs. Matthews* S e t t le m e n t  a t  Mount V en tu re  on 
th e  Sou th  of th e  A la tam aba was e v e r  lo o k ed  
upon a s  f o r  th e  King*s S e r v i c e ;  a n t  what 
S t ro n g e r  p r o o f s  co u ld  she g iv e  o f  her  z e a l  
and  A ttachm en t t o  His M a jes ty * s  I n t e r e s t  & 
th e  W elfa re  o f  th e  Colony th a n  by V e n tu r in g  
her  L if e  & E f f e c t s  i n  th e  v e ry  Jaws o f  the  
Enemy where th e y  were d a i l y  l i a b l e  to  F a l l  
S a c r i f i c e  w i th  no o th e r  View b u t  f o r  th e  
p r o t e c t i o n  o f  th e  S o u th e rn  F r o n t i e r s .  And 
th e  L osses  S u s ta in e d  th e re b y  i n  t h a t  
S e t t l e m e n t  b e in g  B urn t & D e s tro y ed  by th e  7 
S p a n ish  In d ia n s  were never y e t  r e p a i d  h e r .

Mary*s la n d h o ld in g s  c o n s i s t e d  o f  th e  500 a c r e  g r a n t  

t o  he r  f i r s t  husband . W ill iam  S tep hens  d e s c r ib e d  how 

th e s e  were i n c r e a s e d  by  a  f u r t h e r  g r a n t  from h e r  f r i e n d ,  

T o m o -c h i-c h i .  He s a i d  t h a t  he and some f r i e n d s  went f o r  a  w alk  

December 13 , 1737, and hav ing  h e a rd  o f  a  m ee tin g  a t  th e  

o l d  I n d ia n  town o f  T o m o -c h i-c h i ,  th ey  d e c id e d  to  go t h e r e  

o u t  o f  c u r i o s i t y .  They found  i n  th e  home o f  Mr, and Mrs* 

M atthew s, a  t a b l e  s p r e a d  w i th  a  c l o t h  and Mrs. Matthews

® The G eorg ia  A r c h i v i s t  l i s t s  t h i s  a s  M a n u sc r ip t  und er  
G eo rg ia  D epartm ent o f A rc h iv e s .  I t  i s  th e  u n p u b l is h e d  
volume XXVII o f  The C o lo n ia l  R ecords o f G e o rg ia . H e r e a f te r  
i t  w i l l  be  r e f e r r e d  to  a s  C o lo n ia l  Records o f G eo rg ia  
u n p u b l is h e d  v o l .  XXVII.

7 C o lo n ia l R ecords o f  G eo rg ia  u n p u b lis h e d  v o l .  XXVII, p . i .
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s i t t i n g  a t  th e  end w i th  th e  o ld  I n d ia n  c h i e f  b e s i d e  h e r ,

two young g i r l s  on e i t h e r  s i d e  and h e r  husband a t  th e  head .

A b a rb e c u e d  p i g  was a l r e a d y  on th e  t a b l e .  They were a sk ed

t o  p a r t a k e  w i t h  them and some d id  b u t  th o s e  who d i d  n o t

d ra n k  s e v e r a l  g l a s s e s  o f w ine . S tep h en s  th e n  fo u n d  o u t

t h a t  t h e  f e a s t  was i n  honor o f  T om o-ch i-ch i on th e  o c c a s io n

of h i s  g r a n t i n g  Mrs. Matthews a  p i e c e  o f  l a n d .  S tep hens

s a i d  T om o-ch i-ch i t o l d  him w i th  Mary, a c t i n g  a s  i n t e r p r e t e r ,

That he d e s i r e d  N o t ic e  m ight be ta k e n  o f  h i s  
Claims and P r o p e r ty  i n  t h a t  Land; t h a t  he 
had g r a n te d  i t  t o  M rs. Matthews and her 
Husband; and t h a t  he hoped th e  T ru s te e s
would n o t  be  o f fe n d e d  i f  hence fo rw ard
Mr. Matthews a l lo w e d  no C a t t l e  to  go t h e r e
b u t  h i s  own; a l l  of w hich  I  p ro m ised  to
ta k e  n o t i c e  o f .

N.B. T his lan d  b e g in s  a t  th e  H a i l s
n e a r  Town*s End r u n s  away West to  a  sm a ll
c re e k  bounded on th e  N o r th  by th e  R iv e r  on 
th e  S ou th  by s e v e r a l  b la z e d  T rees and i s  
judged  a b o u t  two o r  t h r e e  hundred  a c r e s ,  
more o r  l e s s .®

W ith  t h e s e  two or t h r e e  hundred  a c r e s  she now h e ld  a round  

e i g h t  hundred  a c r e s  on th e  Savannah R iv e r .  Her p r i v a t e  

i n t e r e s t s  would have to  be s a c r i f i c e d  i f  she  and he r  

husband l e f t  th e  s u p e r v i s i o n  o f  th e s e  la n d s  to  o t h e r s  

w h i le  th ey  opened th e  s e t t l e m e n t  a t  Mount V e n tu re .  So 

t h i s  was done p u r e l y  i n  t h e  i n t e r e s t  o f  th e  Colony b e ca u se  

an  o u tp o s t  was b a d ly  needed to  keep o f f  th e  F l o r i d a  I n d i a n s ,  

who were i n  le a g u e  w i th  t h e  S p a n ia rd s .  G enera l  O g le th o rp e  

w anted  h e r  to  e s t a b l i s h  t h i s  p o s t  t o  the  s o u th  o f  F r e d e r i c a  

t o  draw th e  Creeks t h e r e ,  th u s  making a s t r o n g e r  b a r r i e r

8 C o lo n ia l R ecords o f G e o rg ia , v o l .  IV , p p . 4 9 -5 0 .
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be tw een  th e  G eorg ia  Colony and th e  S p a n ia rd s  and t h e i r  

I n d i a n  A l l i e s  i n  F l o r i d a .

W hile s t i l l  a t  h e r  Savannah p o s t  news came t h a t  th e  

S p a n ia rd s  had a t t a c k e d  O g le th o rp e  and F r e d e r i c a  had f a l l e n ,  

T h is  r e p o r t  caused  m o s t ; o f  th e  i n h a b i t a n t s  o f  Savannah to  

f l e e .  Even th e  m a g i s t r a t e s  k e p t  t h e i r  h o r s e s  i n  r e a d in e s s  

to  ta k e  f l i g h t  a t  t h e  f i r s t  a p p e a ra n c e  of d a n g e r .  B a t 

M rs. Matthews g o t  t o g e t h e r  a l l  th e  I n d ia n s  she  co u ld  

p o s s i b l y  e n l i s t  and  was re a d y  to  go to  th e  a s s i s t a n c e  o f  

O g le th o rp e .^  u i s  a p p r e c i a t i o n  o f  h e r  e f f o r t s  i s  shown in  

th e  l e t t e r  f o l lo w in g .

Madam J u ly  1 3 th  1742

I  was v e ry  g la d  to  h e a r  o f  your 
R e s o lu t io n  & i t  i s  w i th  g r e a t  S a t i s f a c t i o n  
t h a t  I  can  A cq u a in t  you t h a t  we have De­
f e a t e d  th e  S p a n ia rd s  i n  two F ig h t s  by Land and 
one by Water" t h e r e  a r e  fo u r  C a p ta in s  and 
above one hundred  and f if ty  men k i l l e d  and 
ta k e n  b u t  a s  we d o n rt  know what th e y  i n te n d  
t o  do I  must d e s i r e  you would send  a l l  th e  
In d ia n s  you can  to  me And I  w i l l  d e f r a y  w i th  
p l e a s u r e  any Ejcpence t h a t  s h a l l  be  l a i d  out 
upon them. We a re  a l l  r e s o l v e d  to  F ig h t  to  
th e  l a s t  and do no t dou b t o f  b e a t in g  them.

I  am
Madam

Your ve ry  humble S e rv a n t  
i n  James O g le th o rp e

To Mrs. Matthews 

L a te r  on an  o f f i c e r  under O g le th o rp e ,  L ie u te n a n t  

W il l iam  H orton  a p p e a le d  to  he r  f o r  he lp  a l s o .

® C o lo n ia l  R ecords o f  G e o rg ia , u n p u b l is h e d ,  Vol.XXVII,p . 1

^  Itoifl* p#3 .
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f f r e d e r i c a  F e b .1 9 t h ,1743
Madam

This day Whanny (an  I n d i a n  w a r r io r )  
and Twenty In d ia n s  A r r iv e d  h e re  and he t e l l s  
me he e x p e c ts  Talyeo h e re  i n  a  few days w i th  
a n o th e r  p a r t y .  I  am A p prehensive  t h e r e  i s  
some D iv i s io n  amongst the  In d ia n s  i n  th e  
N a t io n  and t h a t  s e v e r a l  of them a r e  gone t o  
t h e  S p a n ia rd s  I  hope I  s h a l l  have th e  
p l e a s u r e  o f  S ee ing  you b e fo r e  th e s e  I n d ia n s  
r e t u r n  f o r  th e y  w i l l  be  more open w i th  you 
and sh o u ld  be  v e ry  g la d  of your Advice what 
i s  p r o p e r  to  be  done on su c h  an  occ& ssion .
A S p a n ish  Agent has been  l a t e l y  amongst them.

I  am /  Madam

11 Wm. H orton  
To Mrs. M atthews11

He w ro te  h e r  a g a in  a s k in g  her  to  l o c a t e  I t c h k e ,  an  

I n d i a n  O h ie f ,  who was h u n t in g  n e a r  Savannah, and g e t  him 

to  go to  F r e d e r i c a .  He a l s o  a sk ed  h e r  to  send  a l l  the  

I n d ia n s  she  p o s s i b l y  c o u ld ,  a s  he th o u g h t  th ey  would be 

a t t a c k e d  by th e  end of Ju n e .  Upon r e c e i p t  o f t h i s  l e t t e r ,  

Mar y go't a  Pa * ty  of a b o u t  f o r t y  I n d i a n s ,  which was con­

s i d e r e d  a  l a r g e  number on so s h o r t  a  n o t i c e ,  a s  i t  was

th e  h u n t in g  s e a s o n .  -She- em barked w ith  them fo r  F r e d e r i c a
12

where the  enemy was d a i l y  e x p e c te d .

S te p h e n s ,  l a t e r  one o f  M rs. Matthews s e v e r e s t  c r i t i c s ,

w ro te  Septem ber 21 , 1738, when he h e a rd  t h a t  a  g r e a t

number of I n d i a n s ,  "no l e s s  th a n  50 o f  th e  TJoper Greek

N a t io n  was coming to  v i s i t  th e  G enera l a t  S^Yannah* and

would e x p e c t  p r e s e n t s  a s  u s u a l :

W herefore  we th o u g h t  i t  th e  b e s t  way to  
send  to  M rs. Matthews whom th e y  a l l  have 
R e s o r t  to  on th e s e  O c ca s io n s ,  to  p e rsu a d e

H  C o lo n ia l  R ecords o f  G e o rg ia , u n p u b l is h e d ,  v o l .X X V II ,p .7 .  

13 I b i d .  p p .  8 -9 .
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them when th e y  were come th e  L eng th  o f  th e  
P l a n t a t i o n  where she  l i v e s  on t h e  R iv e r ,  t o  
s to p  t h e r e  where she m igh t f u r n i s h  them w i th  
Corn and p r o p e r  S u s te n a n c e ,  f o r  t h e i r  s u p p o r t  
w h i l s t  th e y  s t a i d  w hich  would he a l lo w e d  "her 
a g a i n ;  But i n  case  th e y  were to  come to  
Town, we knew by E x p e r ie n c e ,  t h a t  n o t  o n ly  
meat from  th e  S to r e s  must be d e a l t  o u t  t o  
them i n  p l e n t y  b u t  s t r o n g  Beer a l s o  and 
L iq u o r  o f  any k in d  w h e rew ith  they  m ight g e t  
d ru n k ,  a s  was too  o f t e n  t h e i r  P r a c t i c e ;  from 
whence g r e a t  M isc h ie f  Might i s s u e :  T h is
was a  t e n d e r  P o i n t  however, w hich  r e q u i r e d  
g r e a t  C a p tio n :  f o r  a s  th e y  were a  numerous
N a t io n  i n  s t r i c t  Amity w i th  us and whom th e  
F re n c h  were n e a r  N eighbors t o ,  and a lw ays 
c o u r t i n g  o f  them; i t  was most u n d o u b ted ly  
th e  I n t e r e s t  o f  t h i s  p ro v in c e  to  be  on good 
T e rm s 'w ith  them a lm o s t  a t  any R a te .  Hoping 

t h i s  E x p e d ie n t  would s a t i s f y  them t i l l  th e  
A r r i v a l * o f  th e  G e n e ra l ,  we s e n t  a  Messenger 
t o  M rs. Matthews i n  p u rsu a n c e  t h e r e o f ,  to  
d e s i r e  h e r to  amuse them f o r  aw h ile  a s  she 
b e s t  knew h o w .l3

L ie u te n a n t  H orton  was i n  Savannah A p r i l  29 , 1739, 

a n d  a f t e r  a  c o n fe re n c e  w i t h  Mr. S tephens went up th e  r i v e r  

t o  d e l i v e r  a  m essage to  Mrs. Mat thews from G en era l  Ogle­

t h o r p e .  The I n d ia n s  o f  T o m o -o h l-c h i* § t r i b e  seemed to  be 

r e s t l e s s .  They w ere  p la n n in g  an  a t t a c k  on th e  F l o r i d a  

I n d i a n s ,  who were i n  am ity  w i th  th e  S p a n ia rd s .  I f  th ey  

d i d  t h i s ,  i t  would be im p o s s ib le  to  conv ince  t h a t

th e  E n g l i s h  had no hand i n  i t ,  b e ca u se  th e  Creeks were 

known t o  b e  a l l i e s  o f  th e  E n g l i s h  j u s t  as th e  F l o r i d a  

I n d ia n s  were a l l i e d  w i th  th e  S p a n ish .  This was so 

im p o r ta n t  t h a t  G en era l  O g le th o rp e  w ished  to  se e  h e r .  He 

i n s t r u c t e d  H orton t o  p e rs u a d e  h e r  and her  husband to  go 

t o  F r e d e r i c a .  H orton succeed ed  and Mr. and Mrs. Matthews 

p ro m ise d  to  go to  O g le th o rp e  im m e d ia te ly .  Tom o-chi-chi

13 C o lo n ia l  R ecords o f  G e o rg ia , v o l .  IV, p . 204.
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prom ised to  go w ith  them to  wp u t what r e s t r a in t  he cou ld  on
14th e  In d ian s to  keep them from fo llo w in g  any su ch  p la n 11 .

The f i r s t  s ig n  th a t Mary was not e n t i r e ly  in  favor  in

Savannah i s  to  he found in  S te p h e n s  Journal when he w rote

August 1 3 , 1741 ,

Nothing a t  a l l  occu rr in g  b e t t e r  w orth N o tice  
a t  t h is  tim e , I chuse to  r e c a l l  to  mind what 
I  b a r e ly  h in te d  in  my N otes on Monday l a s t ,  
r e la t in g  to  our Neighbour In d ia n s; humbly 
apprehending i t  to  be a  M atter w e ll  w orth the  
c o n s id e r a t io n  o f  the Honourable Trust* i t  may 
be proper here to  lo o k  back to  the B eginning  
o f my S e r v ic e  under them. When on December 1 3 ,  
1737 I took  N o tice  o f  a C ession  o f  Land, c lo s e  
a d jo in in g  the Town (re se rv e d  by th e  In d ian s to  
th em se lv es a t  th e  f i r s t  s e t t l i n g  o f  the Colony) 
then  made over by T om o-ch i-ch i, to  Mary the l a t e  
w ife  o f  Musgrove s in c e  m arried to  Jacob M atthews; 
th e  s a id  Land to  be holden  by h e r , and her 
Sa id  Husband, th e ir  H e ir s , e t c .  I  cou ld  not  
h elp  th in k in g  a t  th a t Time, i t  foreboded  
no Good and th o se  A pprehensions have fo r  - 
some Time p a s t  appeared to  be w e l l  founded.

August 1 1 , 1739 , th e  Assembled E s ta te s  o f the Lower 

Creek N ation  met in  the Square o f  the Town o f  the Cowetas. 

G eneral O glethorpe had been  ap p o in ted  com m issioner fo r  His 

M ajesty  so  he opened the m eeting by a  sp eech . A fter  c e r ta in  

r i t e s  and cerem onies had been perform ed, th e  whole « E sta tes  

Assem bled11 d e c la r e d  th e ir  lo v e  to  the King o f Great B r ita in  

and th e ir  lo y a l t y  to  th e  agreem ents o f  the year 1733, w ith  

th e  T ru stees o f  th e  G eorgia Colony. They r eco g n ized  the  

boundaries a lrea d y  agreed  upon and a ls o  a ga in  reserv ed  the  

la n d s from Pipem aker1 s  B lu ff  to  Savannah and the Is la n d s  o f

14 C o lo u ia l Records o f  G eorgia , v o l .  IV, pp . 326-328 .

15  I S l i l  PP* 217t219 .
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S a i n t  C a t h e r i n e ^ ,  Ossebaw and B apelo . The r e p o r t  o f t h i s  

m e e tin g  was s ig n e d  by  O g le th o rp e  and  he i s s u e d  th e  f o l lo w in g  

n o t i c e .

To a l l  H is M a je s ty ^ s  S u b je c t s  ( s i c )  whom 
th e s e  p r e s e n t s  s h a l l  come G re e t in g  Know ye 
That you a r e  n o t  t o  ta k e  up or S e t t l e  any  
Lands beyond th e  above L im its  s e t t l e d  by me 
w i t h  th e  Creek N a tio n  a t  t h e i r  E s t a t e s  h e ld  
on S a tu rd a y  th e  1 1 th  day o f  A ugust Anno 
Domini 1739. As you s h a l l  th e  same a t  your
P e r i l  Answer. Given under my hand and S ea l
a t  th e  Coweta Town t h i s  2 1 s t  day o f  August 
Anno Domini 1739.

Jame s Ogl e t  horp e 
G en era l  and  Com m ander-in-Chief o f  
a l l  H^s M a jes ty * s  F o rc e s  i n  
S o u th  C a ro l in a  and G e o rg ia . l b

T h is  i s  p r o o f  t h a t  th e  In d ia n s  had n o t  ceded t h i s  t e r r i t o r y

t o  t h e  T r u s t e e s .  L a te r  th e y  gave i t  to  Mrs. Matthews ( th e n

M rs. Bosomworth) f o r  he r  s e r v i c e s  to  them. D a t in g  from t h i s

c e s s i o n  o r  p u rc h a s e  or g i f t  to  Mary, w h a tever i t  may have b e e n ,

t h e r e  seemed to  have b e en  a  co^iso iracy  i n  t h e  Sp& iish D i s t r i c t

t o  d i s c r e d i t  Mary f o r  a l l  she had done or was t o  do , f o r  th e

c o lo n y .

Ja co b  M atthew s, Mary*s second  husband , d ie d  i n  1742 and 

sh e  l a t e r  m a r r ie d  th e  R everend Thomas Bosomworth, a  m i n i s t e r  

o f  th e  c h u rc h  o f  E ng lan d . That sh e  c o n t in u e d  to  s e rv e  th e  

G eo rg ia  Colony a s  Mrs. Bosomworth i s  b e s t  shown by th e  

f o l lo w in g  l e t t e r s .

Madam,
I  have g iv e n  th e  In d ia n s  t h a t  came from 

Wars v e ry  E x t r a - o r d in a r y  p r e s e n t s  b u t  n o th in g  
w i l l  s a t i s f y e  them tho* th e y  have amongst o th e r  
t h in g s  E ig h t  H orses .

16 C o lo n ia l R ecords o f G e o rg ia r v o l .  XXVI, p .  489.
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C a p ta in  Jo n es  keeps h im s e l f  i n  L iq u o r  
and w i l l  n o t  l e t  them he S a t i s f y e d ;  I  m ust 
d e s i r e  y o u ’l  p l e a s e  t o  come h e re  f o r  I  am 
v e ry  A p p reh en s iv e  C a p ta in  Jo n e s  w i l l  make 
m is c h ie f  among th e  In d ia n s  I  have 
O rd e red  one o f  C a p ta in  J o n e s ’ s B o a ts  to 
w a i t  on yo u  and  Mr. Bosomworth the  sooner 
I  have  the  p l e a s u r e  o f  S ee in g  you  t h e  b e t t e r  
i t  w i l l  be  f o r  th e  p u b l ic k  s e r v i c e ,  I  am 
Madam

Wm* H o rto n  
To Mrs# Mary Bosomworth-1'7

F r e d e r i c a  Oct¥ 8t?k 1744
S r .

The In d ia n s  s in c e  M?s  BosomworthTs 
A r r i v a l  Seems v e ry  W ell S a t i s f y e d ,  b e f o r e  - 
she came I  was H a r a s s ’d t o  d e a th  & a l l  I  co u ld  
do f e l l  q u i t e  S h o r t  o f  t h e i r  E x p e c ta t io n s ,  I  am

Wm. H orton  .
To the  Reverend Thomas Bosomworth 8

T hat O g le th o rp e  t r u s t e d  Mr* Bosomworth is  shown by e x c e r p t s

from  one o f  h i s  l e t t e r s  ro  M ajor W ill iam  H o r to n ,  who had

been advanced  from a  L ie u te n a n c y  to  be  i n  charge  when

O g le th o rp e  l e f t  f o r  Engl a n d i

I  d e s i r e  you would co u n ten an ce  Mr# Bosomworth 
who b r i n g s  you  t h i s  a n d  (to the  u tm o s t  M?s M a tt ­
hews (now h i s  w i f e )  and you  w i l l  know b e s t  i n  
w hat manner t h a t  c a n  be done* I  f i n d  t h e r e  i s  
th e  u tm o s t  E ndeavours  by th e  S p a n ish  Facts, ons 
to  d e s t r o y  h e r  (Mrs* Bosomworth) because  she 
i s  o f  consequence  & i n  th e  K in g ’ s I n t e r e s t ,  
t h e r e f o r e  i t  i s  th e  B u s in e ss  o f  th e  K in g ’ s 
F r i e n d s  t o  S u p p o r t  h e r  b e s i d e s  w hich I  sh o u ld  
a lw ays be d e s i r o u s  to  se rv e  h e r  o u t  of Good 
W il l  and F r i e n d s h ip  she  h a s  a t  a l l  t im e s  Shewed 
to  me a s  w e l l  a s  t h e  I n t e r e s t  o f  t h e  Colony#1*

16& T h is  i s  the  C a p ta in  Uoble Jo n es  p r a i s e d  f o r  
p u t t i n g  down th e  t h r e a t e n e d  In d a in  war a t  Savannah , th e  
d i s t r u b a n c e  a l l e g e d  to  be  o f  Mary’ s making*

C o lo n ia l  R eco rd s  o f  G e o rg ia , u n p u b l i s h e d ,  v o l .X X V II ,p .  1 0 .

18 I b id ,  p . 1 1 .

19 I b id ,  p . 1 3 .
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G e n e ra l  O g le th o rp e  r e t u r n e d  to  E ng land  i n  1743* “M rs. Bos­

omworth i n  a  Memorial to  th e  King*s C o u n c il ,  June 30, 1755, 

s a i d  she  had b e en  p a id  f o r  a l l  i s s u e s  and s u l l i e s  made to  

th e  I n d ia n s  d u r in g  th e  command o f  G enera l O g le th o rp e ,  h u t  f o r  

h e r  p e r s o n a l  s e r v i c e s  a s  i n t e r p r e t e r  she had r e c e i v e d  o n ly  

ii200 s t e r l i n g .  O g le th o rp e  d e p lo r e d  th e  f a c t  t h a t  so in a d e q u a te  

a  sum was a l l  t h a t  he had i n  h i s  power to  pay h u t  h i s  h i l l s  

w ere  h e in g  d i s p u t e d  i n  E ng land . A f t e r  th e  G e n e ra l* s  de­

p a r t u r e  she  c o n t in u e d  h e r  s e r v i c e s  t o  h i s  s u c c e s s o r ,

Major W ill iam  H orton  a n d ^ a t  h i s  d e c e a s e ,  to  C o lonel A lex an d e r  

H eron, who su c ce ed e d  him, h u t  s t i l l  she  was no t p a id  h e r  

s a l a r y  nor was sh e  p a id  f o r  th e  s u p p l i e s  she had advanced .

She a p p e a le d  to  O g le th o rp e ,  whose r e p l y  was,

Madam, W h i te h a l l  J u ly  16, 1746
I  sh o u ld  he  g l a d  o f  d o in g  you any 

s e r v i c e  i n  my Power h u t  th e  R e g u la t in g  of 
th e  M a t te r  o f  A ccounts o r  payment o f  B i l l s  
i s  n o t  a t  p r e s e n t  i n  my power I s h a l l  no t 
he w an tin g  i n  recommending your p a s t  
s e r v i c e s  t o  th e  Government when t h a t  s h a l l  
he o f u se  to  you.

I  am /  Madam
James O g le th o rp e 2-*-

By 1747 c o n d i t io n s  w ere  so h ad  and u n r e s t  so  w ide- 

s p r e a d  among th e  I n d ia n s  t h a t  a  g e n e r a l  r u p t u r e  w i th  th e  

C reeks was th o u g h t  to  he  u n a v o id a b le .  L ie u te n a n t-C o lo n e l  

Heron now commander o f  th e  company, a t  th e  s u g g e s t i o n  o f  

M rs. Bosomworth, a p p o in te d  Abraham Bosomworth, he r  b ro ther-*  

in -l& w , a s  s p e c i a l  a g e n t  to  th e  C reeks . At H^confs e a r n e s t

20 C o lo n ia l  R ecords o f  G e o rg ia ,  u n p u b l is h e d ,  v o l .X X V II ,p .164.

21 I h i d ,  p .  15 .
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r e q u e s t ,  she  f u r n i s h e d  money to  th e  e x t e n t  o f  £650 s t e r l i n g

t o  e q u ip  th e  com m ission  w i t h  s u p p l i e s  and p r e s e n t s  f o r  th e

In d ia n s *  C o lo n e l  Heron w ro te  h e r  i n  r e g a r d  to  t h i s ,  soon a f t e r

she had  advanced  i t *

Mad? F r e d e r i c a  AugJ 3 l f ^  1747
I  am e x tr e m e ly  s o r r y  i t  i s  n o t  i n  my 

power a t  t h i s  t im e  to  r e p l a c e  the  p r e s e n t s  
you was so  good a s  t o  g iv e  th e  In d ia n s  a t  
th e  F o rk s  b u t  a s  soon a s  I  s h a l l  g e t  
S upp lys  th e y  s h a l l  be r e t u r n e d  & a  more 
r e g u l a r  Method f a l l e n  upon f o r  th e  f u t u r e  Supplys*
I  hope by t h i s  you have h e a rd  from  y o u r  Bro th e r  
i n  law Mi Abraham Bosomworth & t h a t  he  h a th  
Succeeded  i n  h i s  n e g o t i a t i o n s ;  I  hope to  
have t h e  P l e a s u r e  o f  s e e in g  you h e r e  w i th  
M a la tc h l  and C h ic k e l ly  a s  soon a s  th e y  can  
c o n v e n ie n t ly  come* Mrs* Heron j o i n s  me i n  
o u r  S in c e r e  good w ish e s  and I  r e a l l y  am 
D ear Madam

Your mt to fre & ObedJ S e rv t
A lex ?  H eron 

To Mrs* Mary B osom w orth^

I t  i s  d i f f i c u l t  to  u n d e rs ta n d  why Mrs* Bosomworth was 

n o t  p a i d .  Of c o u rs e  S te p h e n s ,  th e  p r e s i d e n t  and h i s  a s s i s t a n t s  

had  to  p a s s  on t h e  payment of a l l  d e b ts *  That th e y  d id  n o t  

recommend th e  payment o f  t h i s  d e b t  i s  p ro b a b ly  due to  

th e  q u a r r e l  o v e r  th e  l a n d s  d e f i n i t e l y  r e s e r v e d  by th e  

I n d ia n s  i n  t h e i r  t r e a t i e s  w i th  th e  t r u s t e e s *  The c o l o n i s t s  

i n  Savannah were a p p r o p r i a t i n g  th e s e  l a n d s  f o r  th e m se lv e s  

and t h i s  made th e  I n d ia n s  v e ry  a n g ry .  They lo o k ed  t o  Mary, 

who had k e p t  them l o y a l  t o  th e  E n g l i s h ,  to  see  t h a t  t h e i r  

l a n d s  w ere  p r o te c te d *  A ls o ,  Mary, h e r s e l f  owned q u i t e  a 

l a r g e  p a r t  o f th e s e  lan d s*  These t r o u b l e s  cau sed  o t h e r s

22
C o lo n ia l  R ecords o f  G e o rg ia , u n p u b lis h e d , v o l .  XXVII,

p* 23*
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and soon th e  danger o f  an open rupture became v e r y  r e a l .

This was f e l t  so  k een ly  by C olonel Heron th a t  be ap p ea led

to  tbe Deputy S ecre ta ry  o f  S t a t e ,  Andrew S ton e , Esq?, over

tb e  beads o f  tbe p r e s id e n t  and T ru stees ,

S? f f r e d e r io a  Dec? 1747
In my l a s t  I s e n t  you a  Copy o f tb e  

Memorial o f  Mrs. Mary Bosomworth w ith  E x tra cts  
o f  Sundry b e t te r s  from Gent O glethorpe and 
Major W illiam  Horton which I th in k  s u f f i c i e n t l y  
J u s t i f i e s  her ch aracter  from the A sp ersion s  
o f  her Enem ies,

I  have had p er so n a l Knowledge o f  her 
M erit s in c e  my f i r s t  A r r iv a l in  t h i s  country  
(a  g r ea t p a rt a t  th e  Expence o f her own p r i­
v a te  Fortune) in  co n tin u in g  the Creek Ind ians
In  F rien d sh ip  and A llia n c e  w ith  the E n g lish ;
And s in c e  M ala tch i, th e  Emperor*s A r r iv a l here  
I am more th an  ever convinced  th a t  sh e  i s  
look ed  upon by the whole Creek N ation  a s t h e ir  
N atu ra l p r in c e s s ,  and any In jury  done to  her 
w i l l  be E q ually  R esented  a s i f  done to  the  
whole N ation ,

I th e r e fo r e  must beg the fa v o u r , S ir ,  
to  la y  her ca se  b e fo re  His G race, the Duke o f  
N ew castle  and Use th e  Utmost o f your I n te r e s t  
to  S o l l i c i t  R edress fo r  her S u ffe r in g s  & Obtain  
an Annual Support fo r  her fo r  th e  Future For I 
a ssu re  you , S i r ,  She i s  a Woman o f  su ch  
Consequence th a t  i f  sh e  i s  d r iv en  to  the  
n e c e s s i ty  o f  f ly in g  to  her In d ian  F riends  
fo r  Bread i t  w i l l  be m orally  im p o ss ib le  fo r  
me to  M aintain  His M ajesty*s p eace &
A u th or ity  amongst them; I f  she i s  p rop er ly  
Supported & a S u f f ic ie n t  Fund A llow ed fo r  
In d ian  p r e se n ts  I doubt not bu t her 
I n te r e s t  w ith  the Creek In d ian s and th e  
Regiment a lo n e  to  M aintain  th e  F ro n tier  
A gain st a l l  His M ajesty*s Enemys, I am

Alexand? Heron2®

In p roo f o f  h i s  sta tem en ts  he se n t  w ith  h is  l e t t e r  to  

Stone a Memorial s ig n ed  by the o f f i c e r s  o f h is  company and 

th e  im portant c i t i z e n s  o f F red er ica .

2® C o lo n ia l  R ecords o f  G e o rg ia , u n p u b lis h e d ,
v o l .  XXVII, p p . “2 4 -2 5 .
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We th e  o f f i c e r s  o f  t h e  Henbie Major G en era l  
O g le th o rp e  *s Regiment & o th e r s  ye p r i n c i p a l  
I n h a b i t a n t s  o f  th e  Town & County o f  
F r e d e r i c a  i n  G eorg ia  hav in g  had p e r s o n a l  
Knowledge or Mrs. Mary Bosomworth o f  th e  
s a i d  Colony from  our f i r s t  A r r i v a l  t h e r e i n  
Do i n  J u s t i c e  t o  h e r  C h a ra c te r  & th e  
W »rld, t h i n k  O u rse lv es  O b liged  to  make 
t h i s  p u b l i c k  D e c l a r a t i o n .

That th e  whole Creek N a t io n  who a r e  
a  v e ry  num erous, Bold and W arlike  p e o p le ,  
seem g r e a t l y  under  h e r  I n f lu e n c e .

That she has  ( t o  th e  b e s t  o f  our 
knowledge) from  th e  f i r s t  S e t t le m e n t  o f 
th e  Colony Always Endeavoured to  Advance 
h i s  M ajos ty *s  A u th o r i ty  amongst y*3?

That she  a lw ays shewed th e  T e n d e re s t  
R egard  f o r  th e  l i v e s  & p r o p e r t y s  o f  h i s  
M a jes ty * s  S u b je c ts  when any d i s p u t e s  o r 
c o n t r o v e r s i e s 'h a p p e n e d  betw een  th e  N a t iv e s  
and th e  p e o p le  of G eo rg ia ,  by  u s e in g  h e r  
I n t e r e s t  & good o f f i c e s  amongst them.

That she has u se d  (a lw ays th e  u tm o s t 
of he r  E nd eavours)  i n  b r i n g in g  down her 
F r ie n d s  a g a i n s t  h i s  M a je s ty l s Enemies 
whom th e y  have ve ry  much Annoyed and b een  
a  S tro n g  B a r r i e r  and D efence to  t h i s  
p ro v in c e  and Sou th  C a ro l in a  a g a i n s t  th e  
S p a n ia r d s .

That She n e v e r  has to  our Knowledge 
A c ted  i n c o n s i s t e n t  w i th  her Duty a s  a  
B r i t i s h  S u b je c t ,  o r  A l le g ia n c e  to  her 
p r i n c e ,  b u t  has f o r  many y e a r s ,  G lad ly  
embraced ev e ry  o p p o r tu n i ty  o f  G iv ing  
p r o o f s  o f  he r  Z ea l & L o y a l ty  a s  su ch .

Th® S ig n a l  In s ta n c e  w hich  she  has 
l a t e l y  g iv e n  by J o in in g  and c o - o p e r a t in g  
w i th  Mr. Abraham Bosomworth who was 
a p p o in te d  Agent by L ie u te n a n t  C o lonel 
A lexander  Heron and went up to  c o n fe r r  w i th  

th e  c h i e f s  o f th e  Creek I n d ia n s  & th e r e b y  
p r e v e n t  a  R u p tu re  w i th  t h a t  N a t io n  ( th o  
a  Warr was th o u g h t  u n a v o id a b le )  w i l l  we 
t h i n k  be S u f f i c i e n t  to  p ro v e  the  w icked 
I n s i n u a t i o n s  o f her Enernys, F a l s e ,
G roundless, and M a lic io u s.

We whose Names a r e  h e re u n to  S u b sc r ib e d  
have l ik e w is e  had p e r s o n a l  knowledge of th e  
R everend  Thomas Bosomworth f o r  th e s e  F iv e  
Y ears  p a s t  Do C e r t i f y  t h a t  th e  s a i d  Thomas 
Bosomworth n e v e r  to  ou r knowledge behaved  
I n c o n s i s t e n t  w i th  h i s  Duty o r  A l le g ia n c e  to  
h i s  p r i n c e  b u t  h a th  alw ays S t r i c t l y  Conformed
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t o  th e  L i tu r g y  o f  th e  Church o f  E ngland a s  by  
Law E s t a b l i s h e d ,  I n  w i tn e s s  w hereof We have 
h e re u n to  S e t  our hands t h i s  S e v e n te e n th  day o f  
December i n  th e  y e a r  o f  our Lord One Thousand 
Seven Hundred & F o r ty  Seven,

R ob t. P a t e r s o n  Navi O f f i c e r  
A rch? S i n c l a i r  R e g is te r  o f  th e  Court 

o f  Vice A d m ira l ty
Thom? H ird  C o n s ta b le  and M a rsh a l l  o f  

t h e  C ourt o f  Vice A d m ira l ty  
Jo hn  C a lw e ll  
S tep h en  Bedon 
Samuel Lee 
Tho? W alker 
A lex? Heron 
Roy? Demere 
P a u l  Demer^
Sami Mackey 
Tho? G oldsm ith  
p r o b l  Haworth 
Caleb  D avis 
Arch? Don 
R onald  Campbell 
F e th ?  B a i l i f f  
W il l3!1 F ra n ce s
P a tS  H o u s to n ^

Even th e s e  s t r o n g  a p p e a ls  b ro u g h t  no r e d r e s s  o f  

g r i e v a n c e s  and  i n  November 1748, news was b ro u g h t  to  

F r e d e r i c a  t h a t  th e  p r e s i d e n t  and A s s i s t a n t s  had s e n t  

a f f i d a v i t s  to  E ngland  p ro v in g  Thomas Bosomworth g u i l t y  of 

t r e a s o n .  He went to  Savannah im m ed ia te ly  and  a sk ed  th e  

p r e s i d e n t  th e  cause  o f  t h i s  a c c u s a t i o n .  S teph en s  would g iv e  

him no answ er b u t  common r e p o r t  in fo rm ed  him t h a t  h i s  

c r im e  was p u r c h a s in g  la n d s  o f  th e  I n d ia n s .  The re g im e n t  

o f  G e n era l  O g le th o rp e  was re d u c e d  i n  May 1749. S t i l l  con­

s i d e r a b l e  sums were owed to  Bosomworth f o r  s u p p l i e s  and

p r e s e n t s  to  th e  I n d ia n s  a s  wexi a s  f o r  he r  s e r v i c e s  as  

i n t e r p r e t e r .  When th e s e  c la im s  were p r e s s e d ,  th e  p r e s i d e n t

24 C o lo n ia l  R eco rd s o f G eo rg ia , u n p u b lis h e d ,
vo l .  XXVII, p p . 3 6 -2 7 .
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a n d  A s s i s t a n t s  em phasized  th e  a c t  o f  t r e a s o n  com m itted  by th e  

Bosomworths i n  p u r c h a s in g  la n d s  from th e  In d ian s*  Bosomworth 

d e c id e d  to  go to  E ngland  and p r e s e n t  M s  c la im s  i n  p e r s o n .

As he was C h a p la in  to  th e  R egim ent, he was e n t i t l e d  to  f r e e  

p a s s a g e  f o r  h im s e l f  and w ife  on th e  v e s s e l  s e n t  by  His 

M a je s ty  to  t a k e  th e  re d u c e d  o f f i c e r s  and s o l d i e r s  home.

M rs. Bosomworth d e c id e d  to  go w i th  Mm b u t  co u ld  n o t  l e a v e  

w i th o u t  n o t i f y i n g  th e  I n d ia n s  s in c e  th e y  bad h e a rd  rum ors o f  

h e r  b e in g  t a k e n  t o  England in  i r o n s .  The b o a t  was to  le a v e  

i n  t h r e e  w eek s , so  w M le  she p r e p a r e d  f o r  th e  voyage h e r  

husband  s e t  o u t  f o r  t h e i r  t r a d i n g  p o s t  on th e  A ltam aha to  

t e l l  M a la tch ee  th e  n a tu r e  o f  th e  voyage so a s  to  q u ie t  th e  

f e a r s  o f  th e  I n d i a n s .  As he co u ld  n o t  speak  th e  Creek 

la n g u a g e ,  he to o k  w i th  him Jo se p h  P i e r c e y ,  an  i n t e r p r e t e r .  

When th e y  a r r i v e d , th e y  found th e  I n d ia n s  were o u t  on th e  

h u n t .  They s e t  o u t  to  f i n d  them, hoping  th e y  would s t i l l  

g e t  b a ck  i n  tim e f o r  t h e  t r i p  to  E ng land . However by th e  

t im e  th e y  had found  them and r e t u r n e d  i t  was J u ly  2 1 , 1749 

and  th e  v e s s e l  had s a i l e d *  M a la tch ee  r e t u r n e d  w i t h  them 

w i t h  two Head Men o f  th e  C usse taw s. They came t o  s e e  

M rs. Bosomworth b e f o r e  sh e  went to  E ng land .

The p r e s i d e n t  and A s s i s t a n t s  i n  th e  M inutes  o f  t h e i r  

M eeting  J u l y  2 4 , 1749, r e p o r t e d :

That Mr. Bosomworth had l ik e w is e  engaged 
a l l  th e  C h ie fs  o f  th e  Creeks to  f o l lo w  Mm 
down and E x p ec ted  them h e re  i n  sev en  o r  
e i g h t  days  w h ich  Alarmed th e  Board; 
e s p e c i a l l y  t h a t  a  p r i v a t e  Man sh o u ld  Take upon 
him, C o n tra ry  to  e x p re s s  Tenour o f  th e  A c t,
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w i th o u t  any  P re v io u s  o r d e r s  o r  A u t h o r i t y  
to  b r i n g  down a  Body o f  In d ia n s  a t  a  t im e 
when no P r o v i s i o n  was made f o r  them; and 
from  th e n c e  and o t h e r  C o r ro b o ra t in g  C i r ­
c u m s ta n ce s ,  th e y  had  r e a s o n  to  S u sp ec t  
t h a t  th e  Bosomworths were C a r ry in g  on some 
S e c r e t  and d a n g e ro u s  D esings*

Jo sep h  P i e r c e y  s ig n e d  a n  a f f i d a v i t  which p roved  t h a t  t h i s  was

f a l s e *  The r e a l  r e a s o n  f o r  th e  I n d ia n s  coming to  Savannah

i s  g iv e n  i n  t h e  r e p o r t  o f  th e  Sou th  C a ro l in a  Committee i n

May 1749 . I t  a p p e a r s  from  t h i s  r e p o r t  t h a t  th e  coming down

o f th e  I n d ia n s  was s o l e l y  in  consequence  o f  a  n o t i c e  s e n t

to  them by th e  a s s i s t a n t s  t h a t  p r e s e n t s  had a r r i v e d  from
27H is  m a je s ty  to  be d i s t r i b u t e d  among them a t  Savannah.

The a s s i s t a n t s  fo u n d ,  to o  l a t e ,  t h a t  th e y  had s e n t  t h i s  

n o t i c e  too  soon and i n  s e e d in g  to  p l a c e  th e  blame anywhere 

b u t  on th e m s e lv e s ,  h e a rd  o f  Bosomworth*s v i s i t  to  th e  

Creeks# He co u ld  e a s i l y  be blamed becau se  o f  h i s  w i f e ’ s 

c o n n e c t io n  w i th  and i n f lu e n c e  o v e r  th e  I n d i a n s .  But th e  

r e p o r t  o f  th e  Sou th  C a ro l in a  com m ittee s a id  th e y  had con­

s i d e r e d  a  l e t t e r  from  W ill iam  S tep h en s  to  the  Governor o f 

South C a r o l in a ,  d a te d  May 5 , 1749, i n  which he  s a id  n o t i c e  

had  been  s e n t  to  th e  In d ia n s  t o  come to  Savannah f o r  th e  

p r e s e n t s .  Bosomworth d id  n o t  go to  th e  Creeks to  t e l l  

them th e y  w ere g o in g  to  England u n t i l  J u ly  1 ,  1749.

The a c c o u n t  o f  th e  I n d ia n  d i s tu r b a n c e  a t  Savannah g iv e n  

by h i s t o r i e s  o f  G eorg ia  i s  b a sed  on th e  s t o r y  o f  th e  

p r e s i d e n t  and  h i s  a s s i s t a n t s .  A t y p i c a l  one i s  t h a t  o f 

C h a r le s  C. Jo n es  i n  h i s  H i s to r y  o f  Savannah, G e o rg ia . A

25 C o lo n ia l  R ecords o f  G e o rg ia , u n p u b l i s h e d ,  v o l .  XXVII, p#353

26 I b i d ,  v o l .  XXVI, pp . 49 0 -500 .
27 I b i d ,  unpu b l i s h e d ,  v o l .  XXVII, pp . 3 5 4 - 3 5 5 .
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b r i e f  resum e o f  h i s  a c c o u n t  i s  a s  f o l lo w s :  A f t e r  th e  m a r r ia g e

o f  Mrs, Matthews to  th e  R everend  Bosomworth th ey  a s s e r t e d  

a  f a l s e  c la im  to  some l a n d ,  s a i d ,  i n  f a c t ,  t o  be a l l  o f 

G e o rg ia  e x c e p t  a ro u n d  Savannah and d e c l a r e d  Mary was by  

r i g h t ,  Empress o f  a l l  th e  Cveek I n d i a n s .  They s t i r r e d  up 

th e  o th e rw is e  p e a c e f u l  I n d i a n s ,  c r e a t i n g  q u i t e  a  d i s tu r b a n c e  

and  a  war s c a r e  i n  th e  c o lo n y , w hich was t o t a l l y  u n p rep a red  

f o r  w a r ,  Bosomworth g o t  M a la tch ee  on h i s  s i d e ,  made him 

b e l i e v e  Mary was a  r e l a t i v e  o f  h i s  and  by r i g h t  th e  

Empress o f  th e  C reeks . He t o l d  him t h a t  th e  E nglishm en had 

t a k e n  away th e  la n d  b e lo n g in g  to  th e  In d ia n s  and t h e i r  

E m press , e t c .  The I nd ia n s  b e l i e v i n g  t h i s ,  m arched w i th  th e  

Bosomworths on Savannah. There were 200 o f  them. The p e o p le  

i n  Savannah were b a d ly  f r i g h t e n e d .  S teph ens  a sk e d  them i f  

th e y  came f o r  f r i e n d l y  o r  u n f r i e n d l y  r e a s o n s .  When th e y  

r e f u s e d  t o  a n sw er , he o rd e re d  C a p ta in  Noble Jo nes  to  d e p r iv e  

them o f  t h e i r  a rm s. S tephens  w ro te  f r a n t i c a l l y  to  the  

T r u s t e e s ,  s a y in g  th e y  co u ld  no t a f f o r d  to  have an  I n d ia n  War 

b e c a u se  O g le th o rp e * s  re g im e n t  had been  d isb a n d e d  ana  t h e r e  

were n e i t h e r  t ro o p s  nor money. Mary was p u t  i n  s o l i t a r y  

con finem en t and  S tephens  made a  t im e ly  sp e e c h  to  the  In d ia n s  

i n  w hich  he t o l d  them Mary was o n ly  a  common h a l f - b r e e d  who 

had won d i s t i n c t i o n  by t h e  p r e f e r e n c e  shown her by th e  

c o l o n i s t s ,  t h a t  she  had b e en  w e l l  p a i d  f o r  h e r  s e r v i c e s .  He 

t o l d  them t h a t  b o th  Mary and h e r  u n sc ru p u lo u s  husband were 

m e re ly  u s in g  th e  I n d ia n s  f o r  t h e i r  own. ends a a d  were t a k in g  

f o r  th e m se lv e s  th e  la n d s  o f  th e  I n d i a n s .  The In d ia n s  now
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became j u s t  a s  f u r i o u s  a t  Mary a s  she had  made them  a t  th e  

c o l o n i s t s  b u t  she  was a b le  to  w in  them back  upon h e r  r e l e a s e ,  

by a n o th e r  o f  h e r  nbad t a l k s " .  She a sk e d  them i f  t h e y  would 

p e rm i t  th e  i n d i g n i t y  o f  t h e i r  queen b e in g  t a k e n  to  E ng land  

in  c h a i n s .  F i n a l l y ,  how ever, p eace  was made and th e y  went 

back  home*

T h is  s t o r y  i s  f u l l  o f  c o n t r a d i c t i o n s .  The I n d ia n s  had 

n e v e r  c la im e d  a l l  th e  l a n d s  o f  G eorg ia  a f t e r  th e  t r e a t y  o f  

1733 b u t  o n ly  th e  l a n d s  r e s e r v e d  by them  th e n  and i n  t h e  

re n e w a l  o f  th e  t r e a t y  i n  1739. S te p h en s  s a i d  th e  l a n d s  d id  

n o t  b e lo n g  to  t h e  I n d ia n s  b u t  l a t e r  t o l d  t h e  I n d ia n s  t h a t  Mary 

w ish ed  to  t a k e  t h e i r  l a n d s  from  them . He a l s o  s a i d  t h a t  Mary 

was p a id  f o r  h e r  s e r v i c e s  l a t e r  by h a v in g  S t .  C a t h e r i n e 's  

I s l a n d  ceded  to  h e r  y e t  a t  th e  c lo s e  o f  h i s  s t o r y  he  s t a t e d  

t h a t  she had  a l r e a d y  been  w e l l  p a i d .  I f  so ,  why was she p a id  

a g a in ?  A ls o ,  i f  th e  c la im s  o f  th e  Bosomworths were f a l s e ,  

why was la n d  ceded to  them? And why was a n y th in g  g iv e n  to  

p e o p le  who w i l f u l l y  s t i r r e d  up t h e  I n d ia n s  and a lm o s t  caused  

an  I n d ia n  w ar?  The a c e o u n t  o f  th e  p r e s i d e n t  and a s s i s t a n t s  

w i l l  n o t  b e a r  c r i t i c a l  a n a l y s i s .

In  a  r e p o r t  o f  th e  t r u s t e e s  from  t h e  s o u th e rn  p r o v in c e ,  

F r e d e r i c a ,  t h e r e  i s  e v id e n c e  t h a t  d e s p i t e  h e r  t r e a tm e n t  a t  

Savannah, M rs. Bosomworth c o n t in u e d  h e r  s e r v i c e s  to  th e  c o lo n y . 

The I n d ia n s  were v e ry  r e s e n t f u l  o f the  t r e a tm e n t  th e y  ( the  

I n d i a n s )  had  r e c e i v e d  and even went so f a r  a s  t o  p u t  up 

F re n c h  s t a n d a r d s  i n  t h e i r  v i l l a g e .  Mary w ent to  

them and  won them back and  g o t  them to  remove th e  F rench  

f l a g  and rem ain  l o y a l  t o  t h e  E n g l i s h  a l l i a n c e .  The
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F r e d e r i c a  c o l o n i s t s  r e p o r t e d  t h a t  th e  o n ly  defense*  th e y  had

now s in c e  t h e  re g im e n t  had  b een  re d u c e d  was th e  C re ek s ,  who

w ere k e p t  f r i e n d l y  t o  them by Mrs. Bosomworth. The r e p o r t  i n

r e g a r d  to  h e r  was a s  f o l l o w s ,

We humbly beg  le a v e  t o  r e f e r r  your honours t o  
th e  B e a re r  h e r s e l f  Mrs. Mary Bosomworth whose 
g r e a t  a u t h o r i t y  and I n t e r e s t  amongst th e  
s a i d  N a tio n s  E nab le  h e r  to  d iv e  i n t o  t h e i r  
m ost h id d en  C o u n c ils  & d e s i g n s ;  and  th e  
Tender R egard  she has  a t  a l l  t im e s  Shown f o r  
t h e  l i v e s  and  p r o p e r t i e s  o f  h i s  M a je s ty * s  S u b je c t s  
i n  c o n t in u in g  th o s e  N a t io n s  S teady  and S tead ­
f a s t  i n  t h e i r  F r ie n d s h ip  & A l l  is,nee w i th  u s ,
Your M e m o r ia l i s t s  have s e e n  so many S ig n a l  
I n s t a n c e s  o f ,  a s  c la im  our p a r t i c u l a r  
Acknowledgements* T his i s  a  p i e c e  o f  
Common J u s t i c e  t h a t  w i l l  nev e r  be denyed to  
t h i s  Gentlewoman, b u t  by M a lev o len t  Men g u id ed  
by S i n i s t e r  M o tiv e s ,  Envy, M alice  o r  i l l  d e s ig n  
who a r e  n o t  o n ly  w i l f u l l y  r e s o l v e d  to  d i s ­
own th e  p l a i n e s t  E v idence  o f  h e r  J u s t  
Claim t o  su c h  Acknowledgements from ev e ry  
I n h a b i t a n t  o f  t h i s  Colony, b u t  a r e  even 
u n g r a t e f u l  Enough to  th row  upon h e r  u n j u s t  
lo a d s  o f  Infamy & R eproach  i n  o rd e r  to  a r r o g a t e  
to  th e m se lv e s  t h a t  M e r i t  w hich  i s  a lo n e  due 
to  h e r  S e r v ic e s  s in c e  th e  f i r s t  S e t t le m e n t  
o f  t h i s  Colony. And we f u r t h e r  beg  le a v e  
to  d e c l a r e  t h a t  we a r e  so h ig h ly  S e n s ib le ,  
n o t  o n ly  o f  th e  Mftrit o f  he r  p a s t  S e r v ic e s  
b u t  th e  Consequences o f  th e  p r e s e n t  I n t e r e s t  
f o r  th e  W elfa re  o f  th e  Colony, t h a t  to  her 
A u th o r i ty  and I n t e r e s t  i n  C ounterm in ing  th e  
d e s ig n s  o f  th e  F rench  i n  A l i e n a t i n g  the  
C reek  In d ia n s  from th e  B r i t i s h  I n t e r e s t  
th e  d e f e n c e l e s s  F r o n t i e r  a t  t h i s  
J u n c tu r e  C h ie f ly  Owes i t s  S a f e t y . 2 ®

That t h i s  t r i b u t e  came a f t e r  th e  a f f a i r  a t  Savannah i s  

s i g n i f i c a n t  f o r  i t  t e n d s  t o  p ro v e  r i d i c u l o u s  th e  charge  of th e  

P r e s i d e n t  and A s s i s t a n t s  t h a t  Mary was a  menace to  th e  co lony  

b e c a u se  o f  h e r  e v i l  i n f lu e n c e  ove r th e  I n d ia n s .  This 

M em orial was s ig n e d  by th e  f r e e h o l d e r s  of th e  F r e d e r i c a

28 C o lo n ia l R ecords o f  G e o rg ia , u n p u b lis h e d , vol.X X V II,
p p . 104-5
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s e t t l e m e n t .  Among th e  t h i r t y - f o u r  s i g n a t u r e s ,  t h e r e  a r e  th e  

names o f  men i n f l u e n t i a l  i n  th e  h i s t o r y  of th e  s o u th e r n  p a r t  

o f  G e o rg ia .  However i n  s p i t e  o f  a l l  p e t i t i o n ^ a n d  m em orials  

i n  t h e i r  b e h e l f  , n o th in g  was done by th e  T ru s te e s  f o r  th e  

Bosomworths. They were even  r e f u s e d  a  p o r t i o n  o f  th e  

In d ia n  g i f t s .  Abraham Bosomworth had b e e n  a p p o in te d  by th e  

G o v e rn o r ,  C ounc il  and  Assembly o f  S ou th  C a ro l in a  to  a c t  w i th  

W ill ia m  S teph en s  o f  G eorg ia  to  d i s p e n s e  th e  £3000 s t e r l i n g  

f u r n i s h e d  by th e  King o f  E ngland f o r  g i f t s  f o r  th e  I n d ia n s .

He h ad  been  i n s t r u c t e d  to  j o i n  w i th  th e  a g e n t  o f  th e  

T r u s te e s  i n  d e c id in g  what p o r t i o n  o f  th e  g i f t s  sh o u ld  be 

g iv e n  t o  Mrs. Mary Bosomworth. He p ro p o sed  t h i s  to  

S te p h en s  and  th e  Board upon h i s  a r r i v a l  i n  Savannah. 11 But 

f i n d i n g  everybody  in c e n s e d  a t  some I n d i s c r e t i o n  and u n e a s i ­

n e s s  t h a t  had happened b e f o r e  I  came, r a t h e r  chose to  d e f e r r  

t h a t  M a t te r  t i l l  a n o th e r  O p p o r tu n i ty  hoping  th o se  A n im o s i t ie s

would s u b s id e ,  and t h a t  h e r  f u t u r e  Behaviou'r* wou*d i n  some 
i s i c j

M easure a t t o n e / f o r  her l a t e  im p ru d en t,  Conduct and hav ing

th e n  some p r e s s i n g  B u s in e s s  i n  C h a r le s  Town was o b l ig e d  to
29r e t u r n  w i th o u t  any d e te rm in e d  R e s o l u t i o n 11.

L a te r  he w ro te  t h a t  he was co n v in ced  t h a t  she  was 

s o r r y  f o r  t h a t  unhappy a f f a i r  and re a d y  to  do any S e rv ic e  

f o r  th e  w e l f a r e  o f  th e  P r o v in c e ;  t h a t  i n  view o f  t h i s ,  he 

hoped th ey  would be f o r g i v in g  and ta k e  i n t o  c o n s i d e r a t i o n  

h e r  p r e s e n t  unhappy c i r c u m s ta n c e s ,  and  r e l i e v e  th e  d i s t r e s s  

un der  w hich  she  l a b o r e d .  The Board tu r n e d  down t h i s  r e q u e s t

29 C o lo n ia l R ecords o f G e o rg ia , v o l .  V I, p .  305.
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s a y in g  th e y  w ere n o t  conv inced  t h a t  th e  Bosomworths were y e t

s e n s i b l e  o f  t h e i r  e r r o r s .  They would n o t  be s a t i s f i e d  of t h i s

u n t i l  t h e y  gave up t h e i r  c la im s  t o  th e  lA/dian l a n d s .  The

Board to o k  o c c a s io n  t o  e x p re s s  t h e i r  a p p r e c i a t i o n  of Abraham

Bosomworth f o r  '‘b e h a v in g  w i th  can d o u r" i n  t h i s  a f f a i r . 3^

T h is  b e in g  th e  c ase  i t  m igh t be w e l l  to  g iv e  h i s  d e p o s i t i o n ,

t a k e n  l a t e r ,  c o n c e rn in g  th e  a f f a i r  a t  Savannah. Note

t h a t  t h i s  i s  th e  d e p o s i t i o n  o f  a  man r e c o g n i s e d  by  th e  Board

a s  a c t i n g  w i th  c a n d o r ,  w hich  g iv e s  added w e ig h t  t o  h i s  a c c o u n t .

Abraham Bosomworth l a t e  Agent f o r  I n d ia n  
A f f a i r s  i n  th e  P ro v in c e  o f  South  C a ro l in a  
i n  Am erica b u t  now of S a in t  Ja m e 's  West­
m i n i s t e r  m aketh  o a th  and S a i t h  t h a t  he t h i s  
Deponent Did on o r  abo u t th e  1 9 th  or 2 0 th  of 
A ugust 1749. A r r iv e  a t  Savannah i n  G eorg ia  

. and t h a t  some tim e b e fo r e  th e  s a id  Deponent 
l e f t  C a r o l in a ,  l e r j  was t h e r e  b ro u g h t  by  one 
L ie u te n a n t  High fc&ckay a s  t h i s  Deponent be­
l i e v e s  and  was in fo rm ed  who had sometime b e fo r e  
l e f t  G eorg ia  That Thomas Bosomworth and Mary, 
h i s  Wife were e i t h e r  Im priso ned  o r  S h o r t ly  to  
be  ta k e n  i n t o  Custody by th e  M a g i s t r a t e s  o f 
Savannah a f o r e  s a i d  f o r  making D is tu rb a n c e s  
among th e  I n d ia n s  and t h a t  t h e  same was 
c u r r e n t l y  r e p o r t e d  i n  C h a r le s  Town and 
P o r t  R oyal i n  Sou th  C a ro l in a  b e fo r e  any D is­
tu rb a n c e  w i th  th e  In d ia n s  happened i n  G eo rg ia ,  
w hich  was a f t e r w a r d s  a l l e g e d  a s  a  Reason f o r  
Mary Bosomworth and her  B ro th e r  i n  law Adam 
Bosomworth b e in g  Im p riso n ed  which he t h i s  Dept 
d e c l a r e s  and b e l i e v e s  to  be a  p l a i n  Demonstra­
t i o n  t h a t  th e  con fin em en t o f  th e  s a i d  Adam and 
Mary Bosomworth was p r e v i o u s ly  D eterm ined  by  the  
m a g i s t r a t e s  o f  Savannah a f o r e  s a i d  t o  th e  d i s t u r b ­
ance  w h ich  th e y  ( th e  m a g i s t r a t e s )  a f t e r w a r d s  
C re a ted  a s  t h i s  Dept was in fo rm ed  a s  a  P r e t e x t  f o r  
t h e i r  I l l e g a l  and A r b i t r a r y  p ro c e e d in g s  and 
t h i s  Dept F u r th e r  S a i t h  That on o r  a b o u t  
th e  23r * o f  th e  same month He t h i s  Dep; was 
i n  Company w i th  James Habersham and o th e r

30 C o lo n ia l  R ecords of Q e o rg ia . v o l .  V I, p.~ 307.
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Gentlem en a t  th e  Hbuse o f  Abraham M im s 
i n  Savannah upon th e  D e p * tJs E n q u ir in g  
th e  Reasons o f  th e  D is tu rb a n c e  amongst 
th e  I n d ia n s  and  why th e  White p e o p le  were 
k e p t  c o n s t a n t l y  under Arms when he t h i s  
DepJ d e c l a r e d  he c o u ld  se e  no manner of 
O c ca s io n  f o r  i t  from  any A p p reh en s io n  of 
Danger from  th e  I n d ia n s  who seemed q u i e t  
and a l l  v e ry  p e a c e a b ly  i n c l i n e d  th e  s a i d  
Habersham Answered and  i n  a  W hispering  
Voice t o l d  t h i s  Dep? t h a t  i t  was n o t  from  
R e a l  A p preh en s ion  o f  Danger from th e  
I n d ia n s  t h a t  th e  p e o p le  were k e p t  i n  
Arms b u t  t h a t  th e  t r u e  Cause was to  make 
an  A ppearance ( a t  l e a s t )  o f  Danger o f  a  
R u p tu re  w i th  th e  In d ia n s  i n  Order to  make 
t h a t  an  Argument t o  th e  M in i s t r y  i n  
England  t o  g a in  a  R e - e s ta b l i s h m e n t  o f  a  
Troop o f  R angers  o r  o th e r  F o rc es  w hich  
would be f o r  t h e 'b e n e f i t  o f  th e  co lony  
i n  i t s  p r e s e n t  poor c o n d i t i o n  by b e in g  
th e  means o f  th e  C i r c u l a t i o n  o f  so  much 
money i n  t h a t  County And t h i s  Depr l a s t l y  
upon h i s  Oath d e c l a r e s  He nev er  d id  or 
do es  B e l ie v e  any such  I r r u p t i o n  was 
owing t o  any I n s o l e n t  B ehav iou r o r 
O f fe n s iv e  I n t e n t i o n s  o f  th e  I nd ia n s  w hat­
e v e r  b u t  f i r m l y  b e l i e v e s  t h a t  su c h  M i l i t a r y  
p r e p a r a t i o n s  C rea ted  g r e a t  J e a l o u s i e s  and 
U n e a s in e s s , i n  th e  Minds o f  th e  s a i d  
In d ia n s  and would have b e en  a t t e n d e d  w i th  
most f a t a l  con sequences  had i t  n o t  been  
f o r  th e  im m ediate  I n t e r p o s i t i o n  o f  th e  
s a i d  Mary Bosomworth*s I n t e r e s t  and 
A u th o r i ty  w i th  them*
Middx to  w i t
Sworn b e f o r e  a . Bosomworth
me t h i s  4t n  
day o f  Nov? 1754 

L .L e d ia rd 51

T his d e p o s i t i o n  i s  q u o ted  i n  f u l l  i n  o rd e r  to  

s t r e n g t h e n  Mary*s c a se  and  to  c o u n te r a c t  th e  r e p o r t  of 

S te p h en s  t h a t  Mary*s b ro th e r - in - la w -A b ra h a m  Bosomworth, 

a n  u p r i g h t  and  h o n e s t  man, had a d m it te d  h e r . .g u i l t*

31 C o lo n ia l R ecords o f G e o rg ia f v o l .  XXVI, p p . 500-502 .
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I f  G e o rg ia  d id  n o t  a p p r e c i a t e  Mary*s v a lu e ,  i t  seems 

t h a t  S o u th  C a ro l in a  d i d .  The Governor s e n t  f o r  h e r  and 

o rd e r e d  h e r  on a  v e ry  d e l i c a t e  m is s io n  w hich  had to  do w i th  

p a c i f y i n g  th e  Greeks and k e e p in g  them from  making war on 

th e  C herok ees . The Oherokees had k i l l e d  some Creeks and 

war seemed i n e v i t a b l e ,  y e t  Mrs. Bosomworth p a c i f i e d  th e  

Creeks and g o t  a  t r e a t y  o f  p e ac e  be tw een  th e  two N a t io n s .

The Governor was e x t r a v a g a n t  i n  h i s  p r a i s e s  and s a i d  she  had 

a c c o m p lish e d  what no man would even d a re  u n d e r ta k e .  The 

Bosomworths were g iv e n  a  handsome g r a t u i t y  and t h e i r  

s e r v i c e s  recommended to  E n g l a n d . 32

The p r e s i d e n t  and A s s i s t a n t s  and th e  T ru s te e s  a l l  

r e f u s e d  to  p ay  Mary or to  r e c o g n iz e  h e r  c la im s  to  th e  lan d  

g iv e n  to  h e r  by th e  I n d i a n s ,  even to  t h e  t im e  t h a t  G eorg ia  

became a  r o y a l  p r o v in c e .  W ith a  change i n  governm ent th e  

Bosomworths renew ed t h e i r  c la im s .  A Memorial was drawn u p , 

e n t i t l e d ,  '‘Memorial & R e p r e s e n ta t i o n  o f  Coosaponakeesa, ° 

p r i n c e s s  o f  th e  Upper and  Lower Creek N a t io n s  of In d ia n s  

t o  th e  B oard , r e l a t i v e  to  c e r t a i n  d i s p u t e s  co n ce rn in g  Lands 

and o th e r  p o i n t s  be tw een  His M a jes ty * s  S u b je c ts  and th e  

Creek J > d ia n s “ . I t  was s e n t  t o  th e  R ig h t  H onourab le , The 

E a r l  o f  H a l i f a x  and th e  r e s t  o f  th e  Lords Commissioners f o r  

Trade and P l a n t a t i o n s .  A l l  he r  s e r v i c e s  to  th e  co lony and 

h e r  i n j u r i e s  from th e  P r e s i d e n t  and A s s i s t a n t s  were in c lu d e d

32 C o lo n ia l  R ecords o f  G e o rg ia ,  v o l .  XXVI, p . 405. 

In d ia n  name o f  Mary Musgrove.
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in  t h i s  Memorial# She a ls o  p resen ted  a paper w ith  t h i s  by

which th e  Greek In d ian s gave her the r ig h t  to speak and a c t

fo r  them a s  th e ir  R ig h tfu l P r in cess#  These papers were

r e c e iv e d  by th e  lo r d s  o f th e  C ouncil fo r  P la n ta t io n s , who

r e fe r r e d  them to  R eynolds, a t  th a t  tim e Governor o f  Georgia#

He ordered  both s id e s  to  p resen t a l l  ev id en ce  they p o sse sse d

and th en  to  come b efo re  him and answer i f  th ey  had an yth in g

fu r th e r  to  sa y :

I  have taken the m atter  under s e r io u s  con^ 
s id e r a t io n  and beg le a v e  to  Report thereupon  
to  your lo r d s h ip s , th a t a s  th e  a fo r e sa id  
Members o f  the l a t e  Court o f P r e s id e n t and 
A s s is ta n t s  do not p reten d  to  b ring  the l e a s t  
proof in  c o n tr a d ic t io n  to  th e  Bosomworths 
A lle g a t io n s  and th e ir  p re ten ce  o f  n o t b ein g  
a b le  to  charge th e ir  memories w ith  the  
r e c o l l e c t io n  o f T ran saction s th a t  happened 
so lon g  ago and th a t  a s  th e y  had not then  
taken the p reca u tio n  o f  su p p ortin g  th e ir  
P roceed in gs in  t h i s  c a s e ,  by ta k in g  proper  
A f f i d a v i t s ,  th ey  cannot now undertake to  
do i t , because most o f  th e  Evidences are  
e i t h e r  le a d  or A b sen t, appears to  me, to  be 
o n ly  a  S u b terfu g e , and i t  i s  th e re fo re  my 
o p in io n  th a t  M? Bosomworth and h i s  w ife  
have been  v ery  111 used  by th a t  Court of 
P r e s id e n t and A s s is t a n t s ,  who I  th in k  
a c te d  in  a v e r y  In ju d ic io u s  U nw arrantable, 
and A rb itra ry  manner#

I  am, w ith  Great R esp ect,
My lo r d s  

Your lo r d sh ip s  
M ost-O bedient and 

Most Honorable Servant 
J . Reynolds

S e p t. 2 5 “k 1756 

A l l  the p a p ers , a f f i d a v i t s ,  and d e p o s itio n s  were se n t w ith  

t h i s  l e t t e r  o f  R eynolds to  th e  lo r d s  Commissioners For Trade. 

Most o f  the ev id en ce  in  th e se  papers has a lread y  been r e fe r r e d  

t o , or quoted in  f u l l  or in  p a r t .

34 C o lo n ia l Reooirds o f G eorg ia , u n p u b lish ed , v o l .  XXVII. 
pp# 344-345#
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The Bosomworths; who had gone to  E ngland to  p r e s e n t

t h e i r  c a se  i n  p e r s o n ,  i n  1755, had r e tu r n e d  and Mary was

s t i l l  s e r v i n g  a s  i n t e r p r e t e r .  At a  C onference h e ld  by His

E x c e l le n c y  Henry E l l i s ,  E sq* , O c t. 10 , 1759, w i th  a  p a r t y  of

Creek  I n d i a n s ,  Mary Bosomworth spoke i n  Creek so  th e  I n d ia n s

would u n d e rs ta n d !

May i t  p l e a s e  your E x c e l le n c y  The I n d ia n s  
who a r e  now p r e s e n t  a r e  th e  Head Men o f  th e  
two p r i n c i p a l  towns o f  th e  N a t io n ,  and 
R e p o r ts  h av in g  p r e v a i l e d  of t h e i r  b e in g  so 
f a r  a l i e n a t e d  from th e  B r i t i s h  I n t e r e s t  as  
t o  have e n te r e d  i n t o  an  a c t u a l  Confederacy  
w i t h  th e  Cherokees i n  a  War a g a i n s t  the  
E n g l i s h ;  And th e  Accused b e in g  my own 
n e a r  R e l a t i o n s ,  by your P e rm is s io n  S i r ,
I  s e n t  f o r  them h i t h e r  t h a t  th e y  m ight 
E x c u lp a te  th em se lv e s  and d e c l a r e  to  your 
E x c e l le n c y  th e  Causes o f  t h e i r  D i s s a t i s ­
f a c t i o n  And I  hope you w i l l  be p le a s e d  
to  h$ar from  t h e i r  own Mouths what th ey  
have to  s a y . 3^

When th e  Creeks r e t u r n e d  from a  v i c t o r i o u s  war 

a g a i n s t  th e  Cherokees A p r i l  14 , 1760, th e  Governor con­

g r a t u l a t e d  them and t o l d  them he had a  long  t a l k  to  g iv e  

them th e n  or when Mrs* Bosomworth a r r i v e d .  They a sk ed  him 

to  w a i t  f o r  her* Her i n f lu e n c e  i s  shown f u r t h e r  i n  r e g a r d  to  

a  d e p o s i t i o n  tak e n  a t  A ugusta  r e l a t i v e  to  m urders committed 

i n  th e  Creek N a t io n  1760.

T his D e p o s i t io n  b e in g  d u ly  c o n s id e re d  th e  
Board were o f  th e  O pin ion  t h a t  an E xpress  
sh o u ld  be  f o r t h w i t h  s e n t  to  th e  Creek 
N a tio n  Fulwyger Mico w i th  th e  fo l lo w in g  Talk 

from  h i s  E x c e l le n c y :  and t h a t  a  Copy of th e

C o lo n ia l R ecords o f G e o rg ia , v o l .  V I I I ,  p* 160*
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D e p o s i t io n  Tje s e n t  to  th e  S ou thw ard "w ith  a  
l e t t e r  to  C o lo n e l  B a i l l i e ,  and t h a t  a n o th e r  
Copy t h e r e o f  t o g e th e r  w i th  a  Copy o f  th e  
T a lk ,  he d i s p a tc h e d  to  Mrs. Bosomworth t h a t  
she m igh t a l s o  sen d  th e  Talk by a n o th e r  
M essenger to  th e  N a t io n  to  p r e v e n t  Mis­
c a r r i a g e  and accom panied w i th  a  Talk  o f  her 
own. A l l  o f  w hich  was a c c o rd in g ly  d o n e .3®

On F r id a y ,  June  13 , 1760, Mr. Bosomworth and h i s  w ife

w a i te d  on h i s  E x c e l le n c y  and he e x e c u te d  th e  Deeds f o r

r e l e a s i n g  a l l  t h e i r  demands on th e  crown and a l s o  t h e i r

r i g h t  t o  th e  i s l a n d s  o f  Ossebaw. His E x c e l le n c y  s ig n e d  H is

M a je s ty * s  G ra n t  to  th e  s a i d  Mrs. Bosomworth and h e r  h e i r s

a l l  t h a t  I s l a n d  c a l l e d  S t .  C a t h e r i n e s  i n  c o n s i d e r a t i o n  of

p u b l i c  s e r v i c e s  by her  p e rfo rm ed  and e x e c u te d .  This had

come a b o u t  i n  t h i s  m anner. Mr. Bosomworth had a t t e n d e d  a

C ouncil i n  Savannah J u l y  20, 1759, and had s e t  f o r t h  h i s

t i t l e  t o  th e  i s l a n d s  and o th e r  la n d s  under deeds made to

him and M rs. Bosomworth by th e  Creek In d ia n s .  L a te r  th e

Governor t o l d  him t h a t  h i s  c la im  and t i t l e  had been

examined b e f o r e  His M a je s ty  i n  C ouncil  and had b een

d i s a l lo w e d .  However on J u ly  23 , 1759, th e  m e r i t s  of

M rs. Bosomworth*s s e r v i c e s ,  l o s s e s ,  e t c . ,  were ta k e n  under

c o n s i d e r a t i o n ,

His E x c e l le n c y  o b se rv ed  to  them t h a t  
t h e r e  were many c h a rg e s  i n  th e  Account 
e x h i b i t e d  t h a t  th e  Board would ta k e  no 
Cognizance o f :  b u t  t h a t  th e y  had s e r i o u s l y
c o n s id e re d  th e  many y e a r s  S e rv ic e s  o f „
M rs. Bosomworth a s  I n t e r p r e t e r s ,  the  G rea t 
L o sse s  sh e  had s u s ta in e d  and th e  Sums of 
Money she had advanced  a t  d i f f e r e n t  Times 
f o r  His M a je s ty * s  s e r v i c e ;  and upon a 
S t a t e  o f  th e  whole had come to  a R e s o u l t io n

C o lo n ia l R ecords o f G e o rg ia , V ol. V I I I ,  p p . 314-316 .
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to  a l lo w  them i n  R e sp e c t  t h e r e t o  and i n  ^
C o n s id e r a t io n  th e r e o f  th e  Sum o f two 
th o u san d  one hundred  Pounds S t e r l i n g ;  
p r o v id e d  so  much sh o u ld  he p ro d u ced  from 
th e  S t a t e  o f  th e  I s l a n d s  Ossabaw and 
S a p o la ,  w hich  sh o u ld  he s o ld  f o r t h w i th  
f o r  t h a t  and o th e r  p u r p o s e s ;  And a l s o  
i n  Regard o f  t h e i r  h a v in g  heen  many 
Y ears s e t t l e d  upon and im prov ing  th e  i s ­
l a n d  o f  S t  C a t h e r i n e ^ ,  and a  G ran t 
o f  th e  s a i d  I s l a n d  sh o u ld  he o rd e re d  to  
p a s s  to  M rs. Bosomworth i n  f u r t h e r  
Recompense, and  w i th  th e  a f o r e s a i d  Sum 
o f  Mpney i n  f u l l  D isc h a rg e  o f  he r  
S e r v i c e s ,  L osses  and Cash advanced  
Which Terms Mr. and Mrs. Bosomworth 
g r a t e f u l l y  a c c e p te d  and  acknow ledged 
th e m se lv e s  th o ro u g h ly  s a t i s f i e d  t h e r e ­
w i t h  a s  soon a s  same co u ld  he made 
good to  them.

T his  ended th e  l o s i n g  f i g h t  f o r  j u s t i c e !  The award 

o f  & 2 1 0 0  S t e r l i n g  was no more th a n  was owed to  Mary Bosom­

w o r th  f o r  h e r  s e r v i c e s  a s  i n t e r p r e t e r  s in c e  th e  fo u n d in g  

o f  th e  c o lo n y .  She had se rv e d  i n  t h i s  c a p a c i ty  from 1733 

to  1760 a  t o t a l  o f  tw e n ty -s e v e n  y e a r s .  She had h e e n  p a id  

o n ly  L200 S t e r l i n g  and sh e  had h e en  p ro m ised  B100 a  y e a r ,  

so  th e y  r e a l l y  owed he r  B2500 S t e r l i n g .  This does no t  tak e  

i n t o  a c c o u n t  th e  g r e a t  amount owed her  f o r  s u p p l i e s  she 

had f u r n i s h e d  to  th e  I n d ia n s  from tim e to  t im e  a t  th e  

r e q u e s t  of G en era l  O g le th o rp e ,  Major H orton , and Colonel Heron. 

And a s  fap: t h e  c e s s io n  to  h e r  o f  th e  I s l a n d  of S t .  C a th e r in e * ^ ,  

t h a t  was h e r s  a l r e a d y .  I n  th e  f i r s t  t r e a t y  w i th  th e  Creeks 

and  th e  two re n e w a ls  o f  t h i s ,  t h i s  i s l a n d  w i th  o th e r  la n d s  

had  h e e n  r e s e r v e d  to  th e m s e lv e s .  They s o ld  i t  o r  gave i t  to  

th e  Bosomworths and t h i s  was t h e i r  r i g h t .  O g le th o rp e

^  C o lo n ia l  R ecords o f G e o rg ia , v o l .  V I I I ,  p p . 85 -86 .
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r e c o g n iz e d  i t .  Even a d m i t t i n g  th e  p o s s i b i l i t y  t h a t  th e y  

duped  th e  I n d ia n s  i n t o  g iv in g  i t  to  them, i t  was t h e i r  la n d .  

What Mary Bosomworth g o t  o u t  o f  t h i s  t a r d y  s e t t l e m e n t  was a  

b a r e  p i t t a n c e  f o r  th e  g r e a t  s e r v i c e s  she had r e n d e re d  t h i s  

s t r u g g l i n g  c o lo n y .

C o lo n ia l  h i s t o r i e s  r e p o r t  t h a t  Sou th  C a ro l in a  and 

G eo rg ia  were s i n g u l a r l y  f r e e  from  d a n g e rs  o r I n d ia n  w a rs ;  

y e t  G e o rg ia  was s e t t l e d  to  p r o t e c t  S ou th  C a ro l in a  from the  

I n d ia n s  and  th e  S p a n ia rd s  i n  F l o r i d a .  The Creeks were 

w id e sp re a d  o v e r  th e  t e r r i t o r y  w hich  i s  to day  L o u isan a ,  

Alabama, S o u th  C a r o l in a ,  and  G e o rg ia .  I t  i s  th e  n a tu r e  of 

th e  In d ia n  to  be f i c k l e  and t r e a c h e r o u s ,  p a s s in g  e a s i l y  

from  one a l l e g i a n c e  to  a n o th e r .  I t  made l i t t l e  d i f f e r e n c e  

to  him i f  a l l i e d  to  F re n c h ,  S p a n ish ,  or E n g l i s h .  What 

e x p la n a t io n  can be g iv e n  f o r  th e  f a c t  t h a t  th e  Creeks a l l i e d  

th e m se lv e s  t o  th e  E n g l i s h  and were k e p t  l o y a l  to  t h i s  

a l l i a n c e ,  th ro u g h o u t  t h i s  t r y i n g  p e r i o d  when F re n ch  and 

S p a n ish  a g e n t s  were making them tem p tin g  o f f e r s ?  The 

answ er i s  found  i n  th e  l e t t e r s  o f  G en era l  O g le th o rp e  and 

th o se  o f  the. o f f i c e r s ,  who succeeded  him i n  th e  c o lo n y .

The "Commander of a l l  His M a j e s t y ^  F o rces  f o r  Sou th  C a ro l in a  

and  G e o rg ia 1' d id  n o t  ig n o re  t h i s  woman a s  a common h a lf -b ree d ,  

b u t  c a l l e d  on h e r  f o r  a d v ic e  and h e lp  on ev e ry  o c c a s io n  of 

d a n g e r .  He re c o g n iz e d  h e r  a s  a  woman of g r e a t  a b i l i t y  and 

recommended h e r  to  h i s  s u c c e s s o r s .  M ajor Horton and 

C o lonel Heron were even more d ep end en t on her  f o r  a d v ic e  and
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h e l p .  Her w o r th  was r e c o g n iz e d  by th e  whole r e g im e n t .

T h is  was d e m o n s tra te d  by th e  o f f i c e r s  when t h e y  jo in e d  the  

im p o r ta n t  c i t i z e n s  o f  F r e d e r i c a  i n  d e fe n se  o f  h e r  to  the  

t r u s t e e s  a g a i n s t  t h e  a t t a c k s  by th e  p r e s i d e n t  and a s s i s t a n t s .  

To r e c e i v e  t h i s  r e c o g n i t i o n  i n  a tim e when women were 

c o n s id e r e d  to  h a v e  l i t t l e  b r a i n s  and no a b i l i t y  o u t s id e  o f  

th e  home t r u l y  b e sp e a k s  g r e a t n e s s i  G eorg ia  owes a  d e b t  of 

g r a t i t u d e  to  t h i s  woman f o r  h e r  p a r t  i n  th e  e s ta b l i s h m e n t  

o f  th e  c o lo n y ,  Mary Musgrove -  Matthews -  Bosomworth 

d e s e r v e s  to  be numbered among th e  g r e a t  women o f  the 

Empire S t a t e  I



CHAPTER I I I .

THE IE GAL STATUS OF THE WOMEN OF GEORGIA 

IN THE EIGHTEENTH CENTURY.

As h a s  a l r e a d y  been shown i n  C h a p te r  One, th e  women of 

G eo rg ia  h ad  been g r a n t e d  l e g a l  r i g h t s  by 1740, f a r  beyond 

a n y th in g  known i n  the  c o l o n i e s  o r  i n  England a t  t h a t  t im e .  

They c o u ld  i n h e r i t  l a n d  i n  t h e i r  own r i g h t ,  h o ld  th e s e  l a n d s  

even up to  two th o u sa n d  a c r e s  and convey them to  whom th e y  

w ished  upon t h e i r  d e c e a s e .  A s tu d y  o f  t h e  G eorgia  Colony 

a t  t h a t  t im e  r e v e a l s  c l e a r l y  why the  t r u s t e e s  g r a n te d  such  

advanced  c o n c e s s io n s .  From i t s  s e t t l e m e n t  th e  s t r u g g le  to  

l i v e  had  been a  d e s p e r a t e  o n e .  The t r u s t e e s  h av in g  had th e  

e x p e r ie n c e  o f  sev en  bad y e a r s  would go to  any  l e n g t h  to 

encourage  g row th  and p r o s p e r i t y .  U n f o r tu n a te ly ,  t h e r e  were 

n o t  enough women i n  th e  co lony  e l i g i b l e  f o r  th e s e  u n u s u a l  

p r i v i l e g e s .  Then t o o ,  c o n d i t io n s  were so bad  t h a t  th e  

a d v a n ta g e s  g a in e d  were n u l l i f i e d .  The s t a t e  of t h e  co lo n y  

g r a d u a l l y  grew w orse  u n t i l  the  t r u s t e e s  p e t i t i o n e d  the  King 

to  t a k e  the  c o lo n y  from  them and  n o t w a i t  f o r  th e  tw en ty -one  

y e a r s  to  e l a p s e ,  p ro v id e d  f o r  i n  th e  c h a r t e r .  T h e re fo re  

G eorg ia  became a r o y a l  co lony i n  1752.

When the  King to o k  o v e r  th e  c o lo n y , u n f o r t u n a t e l y  f o r  

th e  women t h e i r  advanced  r i g h t s  were l o s t ,  f o r  now the  

r e g u l a t i o n s  o f  th e  t r u s t e e s  were su p p la n te d  by t h e  law s o f  

E n g la n d . What a  p a rado x !  When women had t h e  r i g h t s  th ey
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co u ld  n o t  e n jo y  them , and when th e y  cou ld  have enoyed them, 

th e y  h ad  v a n is h e d  i n t o  t h i n  a i r *  Y ears  would p a s s  and  a long 

weary s t r u g g l e  would have to  he undergone b e fo re  the  women of 

G e o rg ia , o r  e lsew h e re  would a g a i n  e n jo y  such p r i v i l e g e s .

fh e  common law of England t o g e t h e r  w i th  l e g i s l a t i v e

e n a c tm e n ts  of th e  G eorg ia  l e g i s l a t u r e  made up the  body of law

of th e  c o lo n y  u n t i l  a f t e r  the  R e v o lu t io n .  I n  1784 the

l e g i s l a t u r e  p a s se d  the A dopting  A ct by w hich  i t  a d o p te d  the

common law and s t a t u t e s  of England which w ere  i n  f o r c e

lilay 14 , 1776 , i n s o f a r  a s  they  were n o t  c o n t r a r y  to th e

c o n s t i t u t i o n  and law s o f  Georgia and th e  fo rm  o f  governm ent

e s t a b l i s h e d .  Such a c t i o n  had b e en  n e c e s s a r y  by b rea k in g  o f f

from  E n g la n d . By common law , the  w i f e Ts c h a t t e l s ,  r e a l  and

c h o ses  i n  a c t i o n ,  on i n t e r - m a r r i a g e  and  so soon as  redu ced

them to  p o s s e s s i o n ,  v e s t e d  a b s o l u t e l y  i n  th e  iiUu Oĉ iid* x».s to

c h a t t e l s ,  p e r s o n a l  or c h o ses  in  p o s s e s s io n  which th e  w ife

had  i n  h e r  own r i g h t ,  such a s  re a d y  money, j e w e ls ,  ho u seh o ld

goods and the  l i k e ,  t h e  t i t l e  to them on i n t e r - m a r r i a g e

w ith o u t  f u r t h e r  a c t i o n  v e s t e d  im m ed ia te ly  i n  the  husband  and

th e  t i t l e  t h e r e t o  n e v e r  a g a in  r e v e s t e d  in  the  w ife  or h e r  
f/\

r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s .

By the Act of 1789 i n  a l l  c a se s  of i n t e r - m a r r i a g e  s in c e  

F e b ru a ry  2 2 ,  1785, th e  r e a l  and p e rs o n a l  e s t a t e  of th e  w ife

1 J o e l  Branham, TTThe E m an c ipa tion  of Women in  G eorg ia” , 
R e p o r t  o f th e  g i s t  Annual S e s s io n  of G eorgia Bar A s s o c i a t i o n , 
( rn c o n ,  1 9 1 4 ) ,  p« 184 .
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was v e s t e d  i n  th e  husband . R e a l  and  p e r s o n a l  p r o p e r t y  was 

p l a c e d  on th e  same f o o t i n g  and b o t h  k in d s  of p r o p e r t y  of th e  

w i f e  d e sc e n d e d  and was d i s t r i b u t e d  a l i k e .  Thus by t h i s  a c t  

and  th e  common law th e  husband became th e  a b s o lu te  owner of 

th e  p r o p e r t y  o f h i s  w i f e .  As f a r  a s  law co u ld  make i t ,  hex 

l e g a l  e x i s t e n c e  was merged i n t o  h i s .  He was e n t i t l e d  to  

h e r  e a r n i n g s ,  to  a l l  moneys made by he r  by k eep in g  a  

b o a rd in g  h o u se ,  b a k in g  b r e a d  and cakes  and s e l l i n g  them, 

by sew ing and t o  p ro c e e d s  of l a b o r  o f  ev e ry  k in d .  (Wood v . 

W ilson  Sewing Machine C o ., 76 G eorg ia  1 0 4 ) .  She had to  keep 

house f o r  him and to  r e a r  h i s  c h i l d r e n .  I f  her b e h a v io r  d id  

n o t  conform  to  h i s  v iew s he had th e  r i g h t  to  c h a s t i s e  h e r  

p r o v id e d  he d i d  no t s t r i k e  he r  w i th  a  " s t i c k  l a r g e r  th an  h i s  

thuml^. Her je w e ls  and p e r s o n a l  o rnam ents  v e s te d  a b s o l u t e ly  

i n  him on m a r r i a g e ,  t n  r e t u r n  he became l i a b l e  f o r  he r  

d e b t s  e x i s t i n g  a t  th e  tim e  of th e  m a r r ia g e  and he was r e q u i r e d
p

t o  f u r n i s h  h e r  w i t h  n e c e s s a r i e s  su c h  as  food  and r a im e n t .

Hence husband and  w ife  were a  u n i t ,  one p e r s o n  i n  law , 

w i t h  a l l  th e  p r o p e r t y  v e s t e d  i n  th e  husband a s  th e  head of 

th e  f a m i ly  and  s u b j e c t  to  a l l  h i s  d e b t s .  A lso  a  m a r r ie d  

woman was in c a p a b le  o f  making a  w i l l ,  f o r  want of p e r f e c t  

l i b e r t y  o f  a c t i o n ,  b e in g  p resu m ab ly  under th e  c o n t r o l  o f  

h e r  h u sband . However, under c e r t a i n  c o n d i t io n s  a  m a rr ie d  

woman c o u ld  make a  w i l l ,  b u t  o n ly  i n  t h e  f o l lo w in g  c a s e s :

2  O r v i l l e  p a r k ,  “G eorg ia  i n  th e  E ig h te e n th  C en tu ry 18, 
R e p o r t  o f  th e  3 8 th  Annual S e s s io n  o f  th e  G eorg ia  Bar 
A i s o c i a t i o n  (Macon, ~193"l), x>. 90 .
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1 s t  Where e x p re s s  power to  w i l l  he r  s e p a r a t e  e s t a t e

was r e s e r v e d  or g r a n te d  to  h e r  i n  th e  in s t ru m e n t

c r e a t i n g  th e  same, o r  hy  m a rr ia g e  c o n t r a c t .

2nd When, h av ing  a  s e p a r a t e  e s t a t e  a b s o l u t e l y ,  o r  an

e s t a t e  i n  e x p e c ta n c y ;  hex husband co n sen ted  to

h e r  d i s p o s in g  o f  th e  same by w i l l .

3 rd  Where he r  w i l l  was i n  e x e c u t io n  of a  power v e s t e d  

i n  h e r .

4 th  Whenever by r e a s o n  o f  th e  abandonment o f  her

husband or a  d iv o r c e  from bed and b o a rd ,  o r f o r  

o t h e r  c a u s e ,  th e  law d e c l a r e d  h e r  to  have th e  

r i g h t  o f  femme s o l e  a s  to  h e r  own e a r n in g s .

This b e in g  th e  law many women, who had p r o p e r t y  i n  t h e i r  

own r i g h t  to o k  a d v an tag e  of t h i s  p r o t e c t i o n  i n  one way or 

a n o th e r  b e f o r e  t h e i r  m a r r ia g e .  The most common means used  

was th e  m a r r ia g e  a g re e m e n t.  A c o m p a ra t iv e ly  s im p le  one i s  

g iv e n  be low  to  show th e  n a tu r e  o f  su c h  a  docum ent.

This I n d e n tu r e  made th e  f i f t h  day  of 
A ugust i n  th e  y e a r  o f our Lord One 
Thousand Seven Hundred and S i x t y - th r e e

3- This s t a t u t e  a p p ea re d  f o r  th e  f i r s t  tim e i n  the  
G eo rg ia  code o f  law s a s  S e c t io n  2378 o f  the  Code of 1863. 
The p r i n c i p l e  embodied i n  t h i s  law “came over th e  w a te rs"  
a s  law y ers  axe  wont to  s a y ,  from th e  f i r s t  s t a t u t e  o f  w i l l s  
e n a c te d  i n  t h e  r e i g n  o f  Henry V II I  (1 540 ) ,  a s  e x p la in e d  in  
th e  su b s e q u e n t  a c t  o f  P a r l ia m e n t  1542.
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Between James R u th e r f o rd  o f  S t . J o h n s  p a r i s h  
i n  th e  p r o v in c e  a f o r e s a i d  o f  th e  one p a r t  
and  Mary B urt  l e y  o f  th e  same p a r i s h  and 
P ro v in c e  S p i n s t e r  of th e  o th e r  p a r t  
WHEREAS th e  s a i d  Mgry B u r t l e y  i s  p o s s e s s e d  
o f  and i n t i t i e d  um;o a  S to c k  o f  C a t t l e  
c o n s i s t i n g  of a b o u t  f i f t y  head  and a l s o  
some h o r s e s  and m ares t o g e t h e r  w i th  
su n d ry  h o u se h o ld  goods AID WHEREAS a  
M a rr ia g e  i s  in te n d e d  to  he s h o r t l y  had. 
and Solem nized  be tw een  th e  s a i d  
James R u th e r f o rd  and th e  s a i d  Mary B u r t ­
l e y  upon th e  c o n t r a c t  o f w hich  m a rr ia g e  
th e  s a i d  James R u th e r fo rd  h a th  ag re ed  
t h a t  i f  th e  same s h a l l  t a k e  e f f e c t  t h a t  th e n  
n o t w i th s ta n d in g  th e  s a i d  M arr iag e  he th e  
s a i d  James R u th e r f o r d ,  h i s  e x e c u to r s  

a d m i n i s t r a t o r s  o r  a s s i g n s  s h a l l  n o t  nor 
w i l l  in te r m e d d le  w i t h  o r have any 
r i g h t  T i t l e  o r i n t e r e s t  e i t h e r  i n  Law 
or E q u i ty  i n  o r  to  any p a r t  o f  th e  
a fo re m e n t io n e d  S tock  of C a t t l e  and 
th e  I n c r e a s e  t h e r e o f  n e i t h e r  s h a l l  he, 
th e  s a i d  James R u th e r f o r d ,  h i s  
E x e c u to r s  A d m in is t r a to r s  o r  a s s ig n s  
in te rm e d d le  w i t h  o r  have any r i g h t  
t i t l e  o r I n t e r e s t  e i t h e r  i n  Law or 
e q u i t y  o f ,  i n  o r  to  th e  househo ld  
Goods a fo re m e n t io n e d  b u t  th e  same 
s h a l l  re m a in ,  c o n t in u e  and be to  
th e  s a i d  Mary B u r t l e y  and t o  su ch  u se s  as  
i s  h e r e i n a f t e r  m en tioned  HOW THIS 
INDENTURE WITNESSETH t h a t  f o r  th e  
making th e  s a i d  agreem ent e f f e c t u a l  
i n  Law f o r  th e  p r e s e r v i n g  th e  S tock  
o f  C a t t l e  and th e  i n c r e a s e  t h e r e o f  and 
H ousehold Goods above m en tioned  to  
and  f o r  th e  s e p a r a t e  u se  of s a i d  
Mary B u r t l e y  and so  t h a t  th e  same 
s h a l l  n o t  be i n  th e  power and 
D is p o s a l  of th e  s a id  James R u th e r fo rd  
d o th  f o r  h im s e l f  h i s  Exors and 
A d m in i s t r a to r s  c o v e n a n t,  p ro m ise  & 
a g re e  t o  and w i th  th e  s a i d  Mary 
B u r t l e y  t h a t  n o tw i th s ta n d in g  th e  
s a i d  in te n d e d  m a rr ia g e  s h a l l  tak e  
e f f e c t  a l l  th e  s a i d  S tock  o f  C a t t l e  
w i th  th e  I n c r e a s e  t h e r e o f  and the  
H ousehold  Goods s h a l l  be acc o u n te d
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re c k o n e d  and  t a k e n  a s  a s e p a r a t e  and 
d i s t i n c t  E s t a t e  o f  and  from  th e  e s t a t e  
o f  h im , t h e  s a i d  James R u th e r fo rd  & 
i n  no ways l i a b l e  or s u b j e c t  to  him 
or to  th e  Payment o f  any  of h i s  d e b ts  
But w i th  the  P r o f i t s  o r i n c r e a s e  t h a t  
s h a l l  h e r e a f t e r  be g a in e d  o r  made of 
th e  samebe to  and  f o r  th e  u se  o f  th e  
s a i d  Mary B u r t l e y  and t h e  h e i j r s  of 
h e r  body to  be b e g o t t e n  by th e  s a id  
James R u th e r fo rd *  P ro v id e d  a lw ays 
a n d  i t  i s  d e c l a r e d  co n c lu d ed  and 
a g re e d  by and betw een th e  p a r t i e s  
t o  t h e s e  p r e s e n t  and i t  i s  th e  t r u e  
i n t e n t  a n d  meaning t h e r e o f  and  of 
t h e  P a r t i e s  h e re u n to  t h a t  i f  t h e  
s a id  i n te n d e d  m a r r ia g e  s h a l l  t a k e  
e f f e c t  and  t h e  sa id  Mary s h a l l  
d e c e a se  b e fo r e  th e  sa id  James R u th e r ­
f o r d  w i th o u t  h a v in g  h e i r s  o f  h e r  body th en  
and i n  such  case  th e  s a id  S tock  of C a t t l e  
and th e  i n c r e a s e  t o g e t h e r  w i th  t h e  House­
h o ld  Goods s h a l l  come to  a n d  be th e  p r o p e r t y  
o f  the  s a id  James R u th e r fo r d ,  To th e  u se  of 
him th e  s a id  James R u th e r fo rd  and h i s  h e i r s  
f o r e v e r .  Iff WITHESS WHEREOF th e  s a id  
P a r t i e s  to  t h e s e  p r e s e n t s  have  h e re u n to  
in te r c h a n g e a b ly  s e t  t h e i r  h a n d s  and S e a ls  
th e  d ay  a n d  y e a r  f i r s t  above w r i t t e n *

T y p ic a l  o f  a l l  such  m a r r ia g e  agreem ents ,,  t h i s  g u a ra n te e d  

to  th e  w i f e  h e r  p r o p e r t y  which o th e rw is e  would have become 

h e r  h u s b a n d 's  im m e d ia te ly  upon t i i e i r  m a r r ia g e .

A n o th e r  method commonly u se d  to p r o t e c t  th e  p r o p e r ty  o f  

m a r r i e d  women was a  t r u s t *  A most im posing document o f  t h i s  

n a t u r e  i s  to  be  found  a t  th e  D epartm ent o f  A rc h iv e s  and H i s to r y ,  

A t l a n t a ,  G e o rg ia .  I t  i s  of s h e e p s k in  tw e n ty -se v e n  and o n e - h a l f  

in c h e s  by tw en ty  and  o n e - h a l f  in c h e s  when o pened . The w r i t i n g  

i s  s i m i l a r  to  t h a t  on th e  o ld  s t y l e  d ip lom as o n ly  much more 

d i f f i c u l t  t o  d e c ip h e r ,

^ "M arr iag e  C o n t r a c t " ,  Mss*, Bonds, B i l l s  o f  S a le ,  Deeds o f  
G i f t .  Powers of A t to r n e y ,  1761 -5 , pp . i yu- 171, Department o f  
A 'fbhlve s , X t l a n t a , U eorg ia  •
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a b o u t  t e n  h o u rs  b e in g  r e q u i r e d  to  t r a n s l a t e  i t .  I t  i s  f o ld e d  

and on t h e  to p  s i d e  i s  a  v e r y  im p re s s iv e  s e a l  a b o u t  fo u r  

i n c h e s  a c r o s s .  The form o f  th e  T ru s t  i s  shown by th e  

q u o t a t i o n  o f  th e  f i r s t  p a ra g ra p h  below :

T h is  In d e n tu re  T r i p a r t i t e  made th e  1 7 ^  
day  o f  May i n  the  e ig h t h  y e a r  of th e  r e i g n  
o f our S o v e re ig n  Lord George the  t h i r d  by the 
g ra c e  of God o f  G rea t B r i t a i n ,  F ra n ce  and 
I r e l a n d  King D e fen d e r  o f  th e  F a i t h  and so 
f o r t h  i n  t h e  y e a r  o f  o u r  Lord one thousand  
se v e n  h u n d red  and  s i x t y - e i g h t  between 
Heniy Yonge, th e  y o u n g e r ,  o f  Savannah 
th e  P ro v in c e  o f  G eorgia  E s q u ire  o f  th e  
f i r s t  p a r t ,  Mary P o w ell  of th e  same 
p l a c e  s p i n s t e r ,  o f  th e  secon d  p a r t  the  
H onorab le  James Edward P o w e l l ,  W ill iam  
Graeme and Henry Yonge th e  e l d e r  a l l  o f  
th e  same p l a c e  e s q u i r e s  o f  the  t h i r d  p a r t .
And w h e rea s  in  c o n s i d e r a t i o n  o f  s a id  
i n te n d e d  m a rr ia g e  taking- e f f e c t  and f o r  
making some p r o v i s i o n  f o r  th e  su p p o r t  and 
m a in ten a n ce  f o r  t h e  s a id  Mary Pow ell i n  

c a s e  she sh o u ld  happen to  s u rv iv e  th e  s a i d  
H enry Yonge and a l s o  f o r  some p r o v i s i o n  
f o r  the  i s s u e  o f  sa id  in te n d e d  m a rr ia g e  
i n  case  h e i r s  s h a l l  be*

T his document p u t  p r o p e r ty  in c lu d in g  two p a r c e l s  o f  l a n d ,  

f i v e  h u n d re d  a c r e s  each  and  some s l a v e s  in  t r u s t  f o r  Henry Yonge 

and h i s  i n t e n d e d  b r i d e ,  Maiy P o w e l l .  I t  gave Henry Yonge th e  

management and he was to  1Te n jo y  th e  l a n d  and th e  r e n t s  i s s u e s  

t h e r e o f  to  and  f o r  h i s  own b e n e f i t " .  (iTote t h a t  t h i s  i s  f o r  

h i s  b e n e f i t  n o t  t h e i r s . )  This agreem ent was f o r  Henry*s 

l i f e t i m e  and  i f  Mary s u r v iv e d  him i t  was to c o n t in u e  

i n  t r u s t  d u r in g  th e  r e m a in d e r  o f  h e r  l i f e  when i t  would be 

d iv id e d  e q u a l ly  among t h e i r  c h i l d r e n .  I f  t h e r e  w ere no 

c h i l d r e n  i t  was to  go to th e  h e i r s  o f Henry Yonge. (Eote 

a g a in  t h a t  i t  d id  n o t  go to  t h e i r  h e i r s  b u t  to h i s . )  A most
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u n u s u a l  c l a u s e  p r o v id e s  t h a t  t h i s  document can  on ly  he b roken  

i n  c a se  Henry Yonge can  g iv e  an  e q u a l  o r  g r e a t e r  s e t t l e m e n t  

t o  Mftry P o w e l l  and her  i s s u e .  I n  t h i s  case  th e  t r u s t  i s  

v o id  and t h e  p r o p e r t y  t h e r e i n  t r e a t e d  may be p u t  t o  su c h  use  

a s  “t h e y ,  t h e  s a i d  Henry Yonge, th e  Younger and Mary p o w e ll  

s h a l l  t h i n k  f i t  and p ro p e r '* . This i s  th e  o n ly  r e f e r e n c e  

i n  t h i s  l e n g th y  document to  Mary a s  a  p e r s o n ,  a b l e  to  t h in k  

f o r  h e r s e l f  o r  have a  v o ic e  i n  th e  p r o c e e d in g s .  A nother 

i n t e r e s t i n g  f a c t  to  be n o te d  i n  r e g a r d  to  t h i s  document i s  

t h a t  t h e  p a r t i e s  t o  t h i s  i n d e n t u r e ,  o b v io u s ly  w e l l - t o - d o  and 

of th e  h ig h e r  s o c i a l  c l a s s  s ig n e d  t h e i r  names by means o f  a 

m ark . T h is  w i l l  be r e f e r r e d  to  i n  th e  c h a p te r  on e d u c a t io n .

Having shown docum ents p e r m i t t i n g  m a r r ie d  women to  h o ld

t h e i r  own p r o p e r t y ,  and to  w i l l  i t  a s  th e y  w ish e d , i t  i s

n e c e s s a r y  now to  c o n s i e e r  some o f th e  w i l l s  made by th e

women o f  t h i s  p e r i o d .  ^Because th e  t r u s t  ag reem ent o f Mary

p o w e ll  has b e e n  g iv e n ,  i t  i s  i n t e r e s t i n g  to  have a  copy of

t h e  w i l l  o f  h e r  m o th e r ,  a  p a r t  o f  w hich  i s  g iv e n  below ;

POWELL, MARY w ife  o f  James Edward p o w ell  
o f Savannah E sq . G eorg ia

S e p t .  28, 1776 
Nov.22, 1776 

To d a u g h te r - in - l a w  M iss A l i c i a  p o w e l l ,  
w ife  o f  son  R o b e r t  W iI l ian s  p o w e ll  o f 
C h a r le s to n ,  G entlem en, 1000 a c r e  t r a c t  
o f  G rea t 0gc echee a t  th e  head o f  B e lch er* s  
C reek  St* P h i l i p s  P a r i s h  s d .  t r a c t  
o r i g i n a l l y  g r a n te d  th e  sd .  R obert  W illiam s 
p o w e l l  i n  t r u s t  to  and f o r  my use  and my 
h e i r s .

To husband James Edward p o w e ll  a l l  my r i g h t s  
i n  2 / 3  o f  a  1047 a c r e  t r a c t ,  a d jo in in g  
B e a u fo r t  i n  S ou th  C a ro l in a  and c a l l e d  
P id g e o n  House or Watson*s P o i n t .  A lso my
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r i g h t s  i n  500 a c r e  t r a c t  a b o u t  13 m ile s  
from  A u g u s ta ,  Ga. s d .  t r a c t  g r a n te d  
M essrs  M uelryne and T a t t n a l l  i n  t r u s t  f o r  
me f o r e v e r ;  2 l o t s  l y in g  a t  th e  T ru s te e s '
G ardens i n  Savannah; negro  s l a v e s  M aria 
and  h e r  o h i l d r e n  and Fanny w i th  f u t u r e  
i n c r e a s e  d u r in g  h i s  n a t u r a l  l i f e  w i th  
re m a in d e r  to  d a u g h te r s  E l i z a b e t h  Moore 
and Henry Yonge, J r . ,  Gentleman a s  
ten a n ts - in -c o m m o n  s h a re  and  sh a re  a l i k e .

To son  R o b e r t  W illiam s p 0w e l l  and d a u g h te r  
E l i z a b e t h  Moore £2000 c u r r e n t  money of 
S o u th  C a r o l in a ,  s h a re  and  sh a re  a l i k e  due 
t o  me from  th e  w i l l  o f  my l a t e  f a t h e r  
R o b e r t  W ill iam s E sq r .

T e s t :  C la u d ia  Muelryne
Mary W righ t E l i z a b e t h  Morgan5

E v id e n t ly  th e  r i g h t  o f  Mrs. p o w e l l  to  make t h i s  w i l l

came from  one of t h e  f o u r  c o n d i t io n s  a l r e a d y  s t a t e d ,  most

p ro b a b ly  from  a  m a r r ia g e  a g reem en t.  The a u t h o r i t y  by which

Mys, E l i z a b e t h  Brownson, Newport, G e o rg ia ,  made her w i l l  was

s t a t e d  i n  t h e  f i r s t  p a ra g r a p h ,  w hich  i s  q u o ted  be low . This

w i l l  was made March 24 , 1775, and p r o b a te d  November 20 , 1775.

G eo rg ia
I n  th e  name o f God, Amen.

I ,  E l i z a b e t h ,  w ife  of D oct. Nathan Brown­
son  o f  Newport i n  s a i d  .p ro v in c e , b e in g  s i c k  
and  weak o f  Body, b u t  of sound and d i s p o s in g  
Mind and Memory th an k s  t o  Alm ighty God, fo r  
th e  same, b u t  c a l l i n g  to  m ind, th e  un­
c e r t a i n t y  of th e  p r e s e n t  l i f e ,  Do make 
and o r d a in  t h i s  my l a s t  w i l l  and T es ta ­
ment i n  manner and  form fo l lo w in g ,  v iz  
F i r s t  and p r i n c i p a l l y  my s o u l  I  r e s i g n  

to  God who gave i t ,  and my Body t o  the  
E a r th  to  be d e c e n t l y  b u r i e d ,  i n  a 
C h r i s t i a n  l i k e  manner In  hopes o f  a  
happy r e s u r r e c t i o n  to  E t e r n a l  l i f e  th ro  
th e  above m e r i t s  o f  my o n ly  Lord and 
S a v io u r  J e s u s  C h r i s t ,  And a s  to u ch in g  
su c h  W orld ly  th in g s  a s  i t  has p le a s e d

5 "Will o f  Mary p o w e l l " ,  C o lo n ia l  W il l  Book AA, p p . 261 -3 , 
G e o r g ia  D e p a r tm e n t  o f  A r c h i v e s ,  A t l a n t a ,  Ga. HUiLJ1:3- 1 .•
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God t o  Endow me w i t h ,  I  g iv e  and d is p o s e  
o f by  v i r t u e  o f  t h a t  power r e s e r v e d  to  
m y se lf  i n  a  m a r r ia g e  s e t t l e m e n t  S e a le d  Geo 
a l s o ,  by my s a i d  Husband i n  manner and 
form  f o l lo w in g ,  etc*®

The l e g a l  p o s i t i o n  o f  th e  s p i n s t e r  was v a s t l y  d i f f e r e n t  

from  t h a t  o f  th e  m a r r i e d  woman. On th e  fa c e  of th in g s  i t  

would seem t h a t  she  was f a r  b e t t e r  o f f  b u t  i n  an  age when 

i t  was c o n s id e r e d  a  d i s g r a c e  n o t  to  g e t  m a r r ie d ,  he r  l o t  

was n o t  a n  e n v ia b le  one . This w i l l  be d i s c u s s e d  i n  a  l a t e r  

c h a p t e r .  Only th e  l e g a l  s t a t u s  of women i s  under c o n s id e ra ­

t i o n  a t  t h i s  p o i n t .  A s p i n s t e r  co u ld  i n h e r i t  p r o p e r t y ,

h o ld  i t  i n  h e r  own r i g h t ,  and d i s p o s e  of i t  by w i l l .  But 

t h e r e  w ere  v e ry  few s p i n s t e r s  who had any p r o p e r t y .  This 

was a  g r e a t  d raw ing  c a rd  and s p i n s t e r s  w i th  p r o p e r t y  soon 

changed t h e i r  l e g a l  s t a t u s  to  t h a t  o f  m a r r ie d  women. Of 

th e  t w e n ty - f i v e  o r  more w i l l s  o f  women of t h i s  p e r io d  

exam ined, t h e r e  was on ly  one o f  a  s p i n s t e r .  T h is  i s  so

u n iq u e ,  a  b r i e f  o f  i t  i s  quo ted  below :

p a lm e r ,  Mary S p i n s t e r  Savannah G eorg ia

Nov. 18, 1761 
March 28 , 1763

To b r o t h e r  Samuel (b o rn  i n  Northam pton,
E ng land) i lO  S t e r l i n g .  I f  b r o t h e r  Samuel 
i s  d ead  a f s d  h l O  s h a l l  go to  s i s t e r  
E l i z a b e t h  w ife  o f  Emmanuel W estern  of 
London. A lso  a n o th e r  H10 S t e r l i n g  to  sd .
S i s t e r

To SAMUEL and SARAH c h i l d r e n  of a f s d .
E l i z a b e t h  Y/estern £10 S t e r l i n g  each .

® W il l  o f  E l i z a b e t h  Browns o n " , C o lo n ia l  W il l  Book AA, 
■nn 3 0 2 -20 6 . G e o rg ia  D epartm ent o f  A rc h iv e s ,  A t l a n t a ,  Ga.
jrhr *
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I f  s i s t e r  i s  dead  a t  t im e o f  my d ecease  
h e r  le g a c y  s h a l l  be d iv id e d  e q u a l ly  
be tw een  h e r  c h i l d r e n .  Equal s h a r e s  o f  
w e a r in g  a p p a r e l  t o  s i s t e r  E l i z a b e t h  and 
n ie c e  Sarah* To a f s d .  n ie c e  c h in t z  
c o u n te r p a n e .

To Wake 1 i n  W elsh o f  W a t l in  S t r e e t  
London and h i s  w i f e  I  g u in e a  each to  
buy r in g s *  To Thomas V incen t o f  
Savannah and  w ife  and M s s  E l i z a b e th  Hock 
1  g u in e a  eac h  to  buy r i n g s .

E x . W akelin  W elsh „
Thomas V in cen t

I t  i s  a  g r e a t  shock to  a l l  accustom ed  to  t h i n k  of G eorgia  

i n  th e  e ig h t e e n t h  c e n tu r y ,  a s  a  h aven  f o r  o p p re s se d  d e b to r s  to  

f i n d  t h a t  n o t  o n ly  were men im p r iso n e d  l e g a l l y  f o r  d e b t  b u t  

women a s  w e l l*  T here  w ere  two k in d s  o f  e x e c u t io n s  i s s u i n g  

from  judgm ents  o b t a in e d  i n  s u i t s  to  c o l l e c t  d e b ts*  One was 

e x e c u t io n  a g a i n s t  t h e  d e b t o r ' s  p r o p e r ty  and i s  s t i l l  th e  law 

to d a y .  The o t h e r  was c a .  s a .  T h is  was an  e x e c u t io n  a g a i n s t  

th e  body of th e  d e b t o r .  D e b to r s ,  m ale  and fe m a le ,  w ere  

s u b j e c t  to  be j a i l e d  and k e p t  i n  j a i l  u n t i l  t h e i r  d e b ts  were 

p a i d .  M a rr ie d  women v/ere s u b j e c t  to  im prisonm ent f o r  t h e i r  

own d e b t s * 8

Thus i t  can  be seen  t h a t  t h e  l e g a l  p o s i t i o n  of th e  

women o f  G eorg ia  i n  the e ig h t e e n t h  cn n tu ry  was n o t  an 

e n v ia b le  o n e .  At m a r r i a g e ,  a  woman c ea sed  to have a  s e p a r a t e  

l e g a l  e x i s t e n c e .  She became a  u n i t  w i t h  h e r  h u sb a n d . In

7 "W ill o f  Mary Palm er", Colon ia l  W ill Book AA, pp. 1 0 2 -3 , 
G eorgia Department o f  A r ch iv es , A t la n ta , Ga.

8 J o e l Branham, "Emancipation o f Women in  G eorgia", Report 
n-P 3 1 s t  Annual S e ss io n  o f  Georgia Bar A s s o c ia t io n 1914 (Macon, 
1$14~I— p* 1 8 4 . Impri sonment f  or debt was not f i n a l l y  a b o lish ed  
u n t i l* th e  ad op tion  o f  the C o n stitu tio n  o f  1868 «



t i l l s  -way her  s p i n s t e r  s i s t e r  was "be t te r  o f f ,  f o r  l e g a l l y  

she d id  have an  e x i s t e n c e  of he r  own, But s o c i a l l y  and 

ec o n o m ic a lly ,  her  l o t  was such  an unhappy one t h a t  she 

g la d ly  gave up h e r  l e g a l  e x i s t e n c e  so t h a t  she ?^ould 

not s u f f e r  the d isg r a c e  of  being  ”an  o ld  maid".



CHAPTER IV

A SKETCH OF THE ECONOMIC CONDITIONS IN 

GEORGIA IN THE EIGHTEENTH CENTURY.

For th e  f i r s t  tw en ty  y e a r s  o f i t d  e x i s t e n c e ,  th e  

G eo rg ia  co lo ny  made l i t t l e  o r  no economic p r o g r e s s .

P ro b a b ly  no co lony  had a  b e t t e r  c l a s s  o f  f i r s t  s e t t l e r s  

b u t  th e y  were v e ry  p o o r .  They were hampered by i m p r a c t i c a b le  

r e g u l a t i o n s  o f  th e  T ru s te e s  su c h  a s  th e  p r o h i b i t i o n  o f  

s l a v e s  and rum. A lso  f o r  th e  p u rp o se  of e s t a b l i s h i n g  a  

compact s e t t l e m e n t ,  a  l i m i t  was p l a c e d  upon th e  amount o f 

l a n d  t h a t  m igh t be  a c q u i r e d .  The T ru s te e s  a l s o  d e c id e d  

what p r o d u c t s  were t o  be r a i s e d  w ith o u t  knowing i f  the  

c l im a te  and s o i l  f a v o re d  su ch  p r o d u c t io n .  From th e  f i r s t ,  

su c h  r e g u l a t i o n s  a s  t h e s e  f a i l e d  o f  economic n e c e s s i t y .  

F in a n c e s  were i n  su ch  b ad  c o n d i t i o n  t h a t  by 1737 i t  was 

n e c e s s a r y  f o r  O g le th o rp e  to  t u r n  to  h i s  own p r i v a t e  f o r t u n e .  

The s i t u a t i o n  was a g g ra v a te d  by th e  d e f a l c a t i o n  of 

Thomas O auston , th e  f i r s t  m a g i s t r a t e ,o f  Savannah and k e ep e r  

o f  p u b l i c  stores.'** F u r th e r  t r o u b le  was caused  by  d i s s e n s i o n  

be tw een  th e  Savannah and F r e d e r i c a  p r o v i n c e s .  The l a t t e r  

com plained  i n  a  “Memorial" to  th e  T ru s te e s  t h a t  t h e i r  

p r o v in c e  was b e in g  r u i n e d  by th e  " r ig o u r s  and A r b i t r a r y

^ 0 . 0 . J o n e s ,  "The E n g l i s h  C o lo n iz a t io n  of G e o rg ia " ,  
J u s t i n  W in s o r , e d . , N a r r a t i v e  and  C r i t i c a l  H is to ry  of America 
(B o s to n ,  1887J? , v o l .  V, p .  380.
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p r o c e e d in g s  of t h o s e  p r e s i d i n g  in  c i v i l  a u t h o r i t y  a t  

S a v a n n a h " .^  They w ere f o r c e d  to  go  t o  Savannah f o r  a l l

l e g a l  m a t t e r s  a n d  a l s o  to  m ark e t  t h e i r  p ro d u ce  th e re #

They d i d  n o t  have  th e  tim e t o  go to  Savannah a n d  th e  expense  

o f  c a r r y i n g  p rodu ce  a s  f a r  a s  Savannah was n e c e s s a r i l y  to o  

g r e a t#  T h is  w as so d i s c o u r a g in g  t h a t  f rom  a heavy i n f l u x  o f  
s e t t l e r s  b e f o r e ,  n o t  one had a r r i v e d  i n  t h e  l a s t  two y e a r s

bu t  many h ad  l e f t #  I f  c o n d i t i o n s  w ere  n o t  changed  f o r  th e  

b e t t e r  a l l  w ould  be f o r c e d  to  le a v e #  M a t te r s  went from  

bad t o  w orse  u n t i l  th e  t r u s t e e s  were f o r c e d  to  r e a l i z e  

t h a t  t h e i r  p a t e r n a l i s t i c  e x p e r im e n t  was a f a i l u r e #  They 

d i d  n o t  w a i t  f o r  t h e  tw e n ty -o n e  y e a r s ,  f o r  w h ich  th e  

c h a r t e r  p r o v id e d ,  to  e la p s e  b u t  s u r r e n d e r e d  t h e i r  a u t h o r i t y  

to  th e  Crown i n  1752#

W il l ia m  De Brahm gave a  good p i c t u r e  o f  th e  c o lo n y  a t  

t h i s  tim e i n  h i s  a c c o u n t ,  w h ic h ,  a s  a  m a t t e r  of i n t e r e s t ,  

i s  th e  f i r s t  h i s t o r y  o f  G eorgia# He s a i d  -that he came to  

G eo rg ia  from  South C a r o l in a  i n  1752 an d  t h a t  a  few days 

a f t e r  h i s  a r r i v a l  i n  Savannah , a l o t  w i th  a f a i r  house  on 

i t  bad  s o ld  f o r  a  few s h i l l i n g s #  He ad d ed  t h a t  w i th  £20 

S t e r l i n g  he c o u ld  have bough t n e a r l y  h a l f  th e  c i ty #  De Brahm 

s o ld  h i s  p r o p e r ty  i n  South  C a ro l in a  and  came to l i v e  in  

G eorg ia#  Many r i c h  p l a n t e r s  d id  l i k e w i s e .  The s p i r i t  o f  

m ig r a t i o n  from  South  C a r o l in a  to  G eo rg ia  became so w id e sp re a d  

i n  th e  y e a r  1752 t h a t ,  d u r in g  t h a t  y e a r  and th e  one f o l lo w in g

2 C o lo n ia l  R ecords  o f  G e o r g ia , u n p u b l i s h e d ,  vo l,X X V II, p .  101,

3 I b i d ,  p .  102 .



55

a b o u t  one th o u san d  n e g ro e s  were b ro u g h t  i n t o  th e  co lony  where 

i n  1751 t h e r e  were s c a r c e l y  t h r e e  d o z e n .^  As has  b e en  s a id  

i n  a  fo rm er  c h a p te r ^  th e  r e g u l a t i o n s  o f  th e  T ru s te e s  gave 

way to  th e  laws o f  E ngland  when G eo rg ia  became a  r o y a l  p ro ­

v i n c e ,  hence s l a v e r y  and rum were no lo n g e r  f o rb id d e n .

De Brahm gave th e  f o l lo w in g  r e a s o n s  why G eo rg ia  was

p r e f e r a b l e  to  S ou th  C a ro l in a ;

By th e  fo r e g o in g  a c c o u n t  o f  S tream s and 
H iv e r s ,  i t  f u l l y  a p p e a rs  t h a t  th e  p r o v in c e  
o f  G e o rg ia ,  a l t h o u g h  o n ly  e q u a l  t o  
S o u th  C a r o l i n a , a s  t o  p l a n t i n g s  y e t  b e in g  
w a te re d  p r e f e r a b l y  t o  S o u th  C a ro l in a  can 
n o t  b u t  have th e  p r e f e r e n c e  i n  th e  c a p a c i ty  
and  co n v en ien c es  f o r  Trade and N a v ig a t io n ,  
f i r s t  i n  r e s p e c t  to  th e  g r e a t  numbers of 
S tream s and  H iv e rs  w hich  a r e  n a v ig a b le ;  
s e c o n d ly ,  t h a t  v e s s e l s  t r a d i n g  up any o f  
th e  S tream s may u n lo a d  i n  f r e s h  w a te r ,  
o r  a f t e r  th e y  a r e  u n lo ad e n  ru n  th r e e  or 
f o u r  m i le s  h ig h e r  up and be i n  f r e s h  
w a te r  where i n  48 h ours  th e  f r e s h  w a te r  
w i l l  d i s s o l v e  th e  Sea S a l t  (The g lu e  of 
th e  coagulum c o n s i s t i n g  of b a rn a c le s  
and  se a  w e e d s ) ,  and g e t  t h e  Bottoms 
c le a n  from  a l l  a d h e re n t  M a t te r s  which 
w i l l  f a l l  i n  s c a l e s  and k i l l  th e  Sea 
fo rm s w h ile  i n  o th e r  S a l t  W ater P a r t s ,

H i s  a  v e ry  e x p e n s iv e  A r t i c l e  f o r  i t  i s  
to  be  done t h e r e  a r t i f i c a l l y  w i th  g r e a t  
L abour, t im e  and Exp e n e e .b

B e s id e s  Savannah t h e r e  were f o u r  s e a p o r t  tow ns,

Hardwick on th e  g r e a t  Ogeechee, Sunbury on th e  Midway,

^ John  W ill iam  G erar De Brahm, “G eorg ia  H i s to r y ” , an 
a b s t r a c t  from  t h e 'n e p o r t  o f  th e  G en era l  Survey i n  the  
S o u th e rn  D i s t r i c t  o f  N o r th  A m erica” , c i r c a  1773 and 1774. 
Copy from  B r i t i s h  Museum, King»s L ib r a r y ,  v o l .  197. Each 
page  h a s  two num berings . This r e f e r e n c e  i s  p .  4-60 or 434. 
G e o rg ia  D epartm ent o f  A rc h iv e s .  H e r e a f te r  t h i s  w i l l  be 
r e f e r r e d  to  a s  De Brahm, G eo rg ia  H i s t o r y .

^ Supra  ’

 ̂ De* Brahm, Georgia H is to r y ,  p p .474-475 or* 448-449 .
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D a r ie n  and F r e d e r i c a  on th e  A ltam aha . De Brahm gave an  

i n t e r e s t i n g  d e s c r i p t i o n  o f  th e  p r o d u c t s  o f G eorg ia  a t  t h i s  

p e r i o d ;

They c u l t i v a t e  E uropean and  American 
g r a i n s  w h e a t ,  r y e ,  h a r l e y ,  o a t s ,  F la x ,
Mays, p e a s ,  pom pions , Melons th e y  p l a n t  
M u lb e rry ,  A p p le ,  p e a c h ,  N e c ta r in e s ,  
plum bs and  Quince t r e e s  b e s i d e s  a l l  manner 
o f  E uropean  g a rd e n  H erbs, b u t  i n  p a r t i c u l a r  
th e y  choose  th e  c u l t u r e  o f  S i l k  t h e i r  
p r i n c i p a l  O b jec t  i n  w hich  c u l t u r e  th e y  
made su ch  a  p r o g r e s s  t h a t  th e  F i l a t u r e ,  
w h ich  i s  e r e c t e d  i n  C i ty  o f  Savannah 
c o u ld  a f f o r d  to  se n d  i n  1768 to  London 
1084 pounds o f  raw s i l k  e q u a l  i n  goodness 
to  t h a t  m a n u fa c tu re d  a t  p iedm ont b u t  th e  
b o u n t i e s  to  enco u rage  t h a t  m an u fa c to ry  
b e in g  ta k e n  o f f  th e y ,  d i s c o u ra g e d ,  d r o p t  t h e i r  
l a n d s  from  t h a t  c u l t u r e  from  y e a r  to  y e a r  
i n  a  manner t h a t  i n  1771 i t s  p ro d u c t  was 
o n ly  290 l b s ,  i n  l i e u  o f  1464, w hich  must 
have b een  t h a t  y e a r* s  p ro d u ce  had t h i s  
m a n u fa c to ry  b e e n  encou raged  to  i n c r e a s e  
a t  a  16 y e a rs*  r a t e .  I n  l i e u  o f  S i l k  
th e y  have t a k e n  u n d e r c o n s i d e r a t i o n  th e  
c u l t u r e  o f  Mays, In d ig o ,  R ic e ,  Hemp and 
T o b acco ,”

Slow b u t  s t e a d y  p r o g r e s s  was made from  the  tim e 

G e o rg ia  became a  r o y a l  p r o v i n c e .  By th e  r e v o l u t i o n a r y  

p e r i o d ,  l i f e  i n  Savannah and th e  nearby towns had , a t  l e a s t ,  

c augh t up w i t h  th e  c o lo n i a l  l i f e  i n  o th e r  s o u th e rn  c o lo n i e s ,  

W ill iam  B a r tra m , b o t a n i s t  to  th e  K ing, was s e n t  by 

D r .  F o r t h e r g i l l  o f  London i n  1773 to  s e a r c h  th e  F l o r i d a s ,  

w e s te rn  p a r t s  o f  th e  C a ro l in a s  and G eo rg ia  f o r  Mr a r e  and 

u s e f u l  p r o d u c t io n s  of N a tu re ,  e s p e c i a l l y  i n  th e  v e g e ta b le

 ̂ De Brahm, Georgia H is t o r y , p . 461 or 435.
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it
kingdom . He s to p p e d  i n  Savannah w h ile  the  Assembly was i n  

s e s s i o n .  He s t a i d  a t  the  In n  where s e v e r a l  o f  the  members 

w ere  l o d g in g .  These men i n s i s t e d  on h i s  v is i t in g *  them

e s p e c i a l l y  a Mr. B. Andrews, who l i v e d  n e a r  South High Road, 

A f t e r  h i s  f i r s t  v i s i t ,  he  went o f t e n  to  see  Mr. Andrews, " f o r

i t  was a  s e a t  o f  v i r t u e  w here h o s p i t a l i t y ,  p i e t y ,  p h i lo s o p h y

form ed th e  happy f a m i ly ;  w here  th e  w eary  t r a v e l l e r  and

s t r a n g e r  fou nd  a h e a r t y  welcome and from  whence i t  m ust be

h i s  cwn f a u l t  i f  he d e p a r t e d  w i th o u t  b e in g  g r e a t l y  b e n e f i t te d J * 8

Upon h i s  r e t u r n ,  he s to p p e d  a t  t h e  home of Mr. Andrews,

who r e c e i v e d  and e n t e r t a i n e d  me i n  e v e ry  
r e s p e c t  a s  a  w o rth y  gen tlem an  cou ld  a 
s t r a n g e r , t h a t  i s , w i th  a h e a r t y  welcome 
p l a i n  bu t b o u n t i f u l  b o a rd ,  f r e e  c o n v e r ­
s a t i o n  and l i b e r a l i t y  o f  s e n t im e n t .  I  
s p e n t  the  ev en in g  v e ry  a g r e e a b l y  and the  
day  fo l lo w in g  f o r  I  was n o t  p e r m i t t e d  
to  d e p a r t  s o o n e r , 9

A f t e r  a  f i s h i n g  p a r t y  he l e f t  th e  n e x t  m orning f o r  D a r ie n

w here he v i s i t e d  th e  home of Mr. 1 .  M cIn to sh .

When I  came to  h i s  door t h i s  f r i e n d l y  man, 
s m il in g  and w i th  a  g ra c e  and d i g n i t y  
p e c u l i a r  to  h im s e l f  to o k  me by th e  hand

8 W il l ia m  Bar t r a m ,  T ra v e ls  th ro u g h  H o r th  and South  
C a ro l in a  , G eorgia , B as t  ancl West ff lo ri& a The C herokeT lT ountry  
The e x te n s iv e  t e r r i t o r i e s  o f th e  M uscogulges o r  Cre ek  Con­
f e d e r a c y ,  And The C ountry  of t h e  Choctaw C o n ta in in g  An A c c t . 
of th e  S o i l  ancl B a tu ra  1 i^ o d u c t io n r j  of Those Regions T o ge ther  
wTth Obser v a t i  ons On The lEt o n e r s  o f  The Ind  i a n s  (Dub 1‘i n '1795), 
p .  4 .  H e r e a f t e r  r e f e r r e d  to a s  B a r t ra m 7 " T ra v e ls .

9 I b i d ,  p .  4 .
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and a c c o s t e d  me t h u s ,  !,F r ie n d  B a r tram , 
come und er  my r o o f  and I  d e s i r e  you to  
make my house your home a s  long  a s  
c o n v e n ie n t  t o  y o u r s e l f .  Remember from 
t h i s  moment t h a t  you a r e  a  p a r t  of my 
f a m i ly  and  on my -nart I  s h a l l  t r y  to  
make i t  a g r e e a b le 1; '  This was v e r i f i e d  
d u r in g  my c o n t in u a n c e  i n  and  a b o u t  the  
s o u th e r n  t e r r i t o r i e s  o f  G eorg ia  and 
F l o r i d a ;  f o r  I  found  h e re  s i n c e r i t y  
i n  u n io n  w i th  a l l  v i r t u e s  under  th e  
i n f l u e n c e  o f  r e l i g i o n . 10

Up t o  th e  R e v o lu t io n ,  G eo rg ia  was a  f r o n t i e r  c o lo n y , 

w i th  a l l  t h e  d i s c o m f o r t s  o f  f r o n t i e r  l i f e  b u t  r e a l l y  none 

o f  i t s  c a l a m i t i e s .  T h is  was due t o  l u c k  more th a n  to  good 

management; f o r ,  to  t h e  wes$ were th e  F re n ch  i n  u n s e t t l e d  

Louisiana, and  to  th e  s o u th ,  t h e  S p a n ish  i n  th e  F l o r i d a s ,  

and  i n  b e tw ee n ,  th e  I n d i a n s .  Had th e  Creeks n o t  b een  k e p t  

f r i e n d l y  by th e  e f f o r t s  o f  Mary M usgrove, t h e  c a l a m i t i e s  

p o s s i b l y  would have been  g r e a t e r  th an  i n  th e  o th e r  c o lo n ie s ;  

f o r  h e re  th ey  would have b e en  jo in e d  by th e  u n f r i e n d l y  

S p a n ish  o r  F re n c h ,  a s  n e i t h e r  ev er  r e l i n q u i s h e d  t h e i r  

e f f o r t s  to  win th e  Creeks t o  t h e i r  c a u s e .  Only a  sm a ll  

p a r t  o f  G eo rg ia  had b e en  s e t t l e d  and th e  towns were th e  

on ly  p a r t s  o f  th e  co lo n y  t h a t  had cau g h t up w i th  th e  

c o l o n i a l  l i f e  e ls e w h e re .  There were no m i l l s .  I n d ia n  

co rn  was b e a t e n  i n  a m o r ta r  o r ground in  a  hand m i l l .

The houses  were o f  ro u nd  lo g s  or c la p b o a rd s .  The f l o o r s  

were o f  d i r t ,  th e  chimneys o f  c la y  and s t a k e s .  There were 

no c o m fo r ts  b u t  g e n e r a l l y  t h e r e  was p l e n t y  of fo o d .  There 

was no f l o u r  b u t  th e y  had r i c e .

10 B a rtra m , T r a v e l s . p .  15 .
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I t  was n o t  u n t i l  a f t e r  th e  R e v o lu t io n  t h a t  n o r th  and

n o r t h e a s t  G eo rg ia  was s e t t l e d .  I n 1784, th e  Honorable

C h ie f  J u s t i c e  d e l i v e r e d  th e  fo l lo w in g  charge  t o  th e

Grand J u r y :

G entlem en of th e  Grand J u ry  f o u r t e e n  
or f i f t e e n  y e a r s  ago I  s e v e r a l  t im e s  
ro d e  over  t h i s  co u n ty  (W ilkes)  when 

i t  was w i ld e r n e s s  and n o th in g  to  be  
s e e n  b u t  th e  Savage and h i s  Game o f  th e  
Woods, th e  I nd ia n  l i n e  b e in g  soon a f t e r  
removed f u r t h e r  o u t ,  i t  began  to  s e t t l e  
and  a l t h o  i t  h a s  b e en  I n t e r r u p t e d  by a  
se v en  o r  e ig h t  y ears*  war i n  w h ich  th e  
f i r s t  s e t t l e r s  g r e a t l y  d i s t i n g u i s h e d  
th e m s e lv e s ,  i t  has  b e e n  in c r e a s e d  in  
numbers s t r e n g t h  and c u l t i v a t i o n  to  
a n  a s t o n i s h i n g  d e g re e  t h i s  r a p i d i t y  
o f  s e t t l e m e n t  i s  an  I n c o n t r o v e r t a b l e  
p r o o f  o f th e  goodness o f  th e  c l im a te  
s o i l  and N a v ig a t io n  a s  i t  has  been  
i n  th e  f a c e  o f  a lm o s t  in s u p e r a b le  
d i f f i c u l t i e s ,  e tc*

I n  o r d e r  to  b e t t e r  t h e i r  c o n d i t i o n  a  l a r g e  number of 

V irg in ia ,  f a m i l i e s  s e t t l e d  on t h e  Broad R iv e r  im m ed ia te ly  

a f t e r  th e  R e v o lu t io n a r y  War. Among th e s e  were su ch  names 

a s  H a rv e y ,M e r iw e th e r , T a l i a f e r r o ,  G ilm er,  Mathews, Craw ford, 

Jo h n so n , J o r d a n ,  McGehee. These p e o p le  were d e sc e n d a n ts  of 

th e  m ost v ig o ro u s  and i n d u s t r i o u s  c l a s s  of I r i s h ,  S c o tch ,  

E n g l i s h ,  and W elsh. T h is  group was s a i d  to  have formed 

th e  m ost i n t i m a t e  f r i e n d l y  s o c i a l  un io n  ever  known among 

th e  same number o f p e r s o n s .  They were e x c e e d in g ly  a c t i v e  

i n  b u s i n e s s ,  econom ical i n  e x p e n d i tu r e ,  h o n es t  in  t h e i r  

d e a l i n g s  and t h e i r  p r o s p e r i t y  was beyond exam ple. Fr om

George G ilm e r , S k e tc h e s  o f some of th e  F i r s t  S e t t l e r s  
o f  Uppe* G eo rg ia  of th e  Cherokees and th e  A uthor (New York, 
1 8 5 4 ) ,  P* 186. H e r e a f te r  r e f e r r e d  to  as," G ilm er, G e o rg ia n s .
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1770 t o  th e  end o f  th e  c e n tu r y ,  a  s i m i l a r  group came o u t  

from  N o r th  C a r o l in a  and s e t t l e d  i n  th e  c o u n t ie s  o f  W ilkes 

and  L in c o ln ,  Among th e s e  were such  names a s  C la rk e ,  D ooly , 

H a r t ,  Jack ,D abney  -  names v e ry  p ro m in e n t  i n  the  h i s t o r y  of 

G e o r g ia .1**

B artram  i n  h i s  t r a v e l s  c r o s s e d  th e  Savannah H iver by

f e r r y  i n t o  t h i s  s e c t i o n  i n  1776. He gave a  p i c t u r e  of the

l i f e  i n  t h i s  f r o n t i e r  a r e a .  He found  th e  p e o p le ,

c o n t r a r y  t o  what a  t r a v e l e r  m ight p e rh a p s  
r e a s o n a b ly  e x p e c t  from t h e i r  o c c u p a t io n  and 
rem o te  s i t u a t i o n  from th e  c a p i t o l  or any  
com m ercial town, to  be c i v i l  and c o u r te o u s ,  
and tho  e d u c a te d  a s  a t  f i r s t  i n  t h e  woods 
no s t r a n g e r  t o  s e n s i b i l i t y  and th o se  
m o ra l  v i r t u e s  w h ich  g ra c e  and ornam ent 
th e  most a p p ro v e d -an d  advanced  c h a r a c t e r T  
i n  c i v i l  s o c i e t y .

Many New E n g la n d e rs  moved s o u th  a f t e r  th e  r e v o l u t i o n ,

b u t  none o f  them w ere  more d i s t i n g u i s h e d  th a n  th e  name of

H i l lh o u s e ,  w hich  f o r  g e n e r a t i o n s  has b e e n  o u t s t a n d in g  in

C o n n e c t ic u t  and M a s s a c h u s e t t s ,  i n  th e  s t a t e  o f  New York,

where members o f  th e  f a m i ly  e m ig ra te d  a s  w e l l  a s  i n  
14G e o rg ia  /  David HiXlhouse and  h i s  w ife  S a ra h  came to  

G eo rg ia  to  e sca p e  t h e  c o ld  w in t e r s  of M a ss a c h u se t ts  j u s t  

f i f t y  y e a r s  a f t e r  O g le th o rp e  had s e t t l e d  th e  c o lo n y .  They 

l o c a t e d  i n  a  new town c a l l e d  W ash ing ton . Mrs. H i l lh o u s e

12 G ilm e r ,  G e o r g ia n s , p .  6 .

1 3 B a r tra m , T r a v e l s , p .  317.

14 "D escendants o f  F i r s t  G eorg ia  Woman E d i to r  
Columbus C i t i z e n s " ,  Columbus E n q u i r e r , Sunday, Apr. 33 , 1928. 

(An a b s t r a c t  o f  o r i g i n a l  p a p e rs  lo a n e d  to e d i t o r  by d e sc e n d a n ts  
o f  Mrs. H i l l h o u s e . )
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w ro te  ”The town i s  180 m i le s  from  Savannah on the  sea

c o a s t  and a b o u t  50 m i le s  from  A ugusta  and SO m i le s  f rom

th e  I n d i a n  la n d s*  There i s  a  c o u r t  h o u s e ,  J a i l ,  and  a
15good l a t i n  a n d  grammar s c h o o l” • David H i l lh o u s e  opened

up a g e n e r a l  s t o r e  i n  W ashing ton  i n  w h ic h  he k e p t  s u g a r ,

rum, and  m o la s s e s  from  th e  Barbados and West I n d i e s ,  t e a

and  o t h e r  p r o v i s io n s *  They found  a few c o n g e n ia l  f a m i l i e s
1 6b u t  c o n d i t i o n s  t h e r e  w ere  v e r y  rough*

To th e  t u r n  o f  th e  c e n tu r y  c o n d i t io n s  i n  th e  co lony  

were a s  have  b een  d e s c r i b e d  above* Savannah and  th e  towns 

im m e d ia te ly  s u r r o u n d in g , had  ta k e n  on th e  com plex ion  o f  the  

o t h e r  c o l o n i a l  tow ns b u t  th e  c o u n try  to  th e  n o r t h  was th e  

f r o n t i e r ,  i t  was th e n  th e  o u tp o s t  o f c i v i l i z a t i o n .  I t  was

r a p i d l y  f i l l i n g  u p ,  how ever, and by th e  end o f  th e  c e n tu ry
17c a ra v a n s  w ere  p a s s in g  th r o u g h  to  the  w i ld s  of L o u i s i a n a .

"D escen d an ts  of F i r s t  G eorgia Wcman B d i to r  
Columbus C i t i z e n s ” , Columbus Enqu i r e r , gunday A p r i l  23 , 1928.

1 6

1^ T his c h a p t e r  was n o t  meant t o  d i s c u s s  economic 
c o n d i t io n s  i n  f u l l  d e t a i l ,  b u t  r a t h e r  to  g iv e  a p i c t u r e  o f  
th e  co lo n y  a s  i t  was i n  th e  e ig h te e n th  c e n tu r y  a s  a back ­
ground  f o r  th e  p la c e  o f  woman i n  t h i s  economic p i c t u r e .



CHAPTER V

THE ECONOMIC STATUS OF THE WOMEN 

OF GEORGIA IN THE EIGHTEENTH CENTURY.

To e i g h t e e n t h  c e n tu ry  women i n  G e o rg ia ,  j u s t  a s  to  t h e i r  

s i s t e r s  i n  t h e  r e s t  o f  th e  c o lo n ie s  and i n  f a c t ,  t o  women o f  

c i v i l i z e d  n a t i o n ? t h e r e  was h u t  one d e s i r a b l e  c a r e e r  open , 

and t h i s  w as, o f  c o u r s e ,  t h a t  o f  w ife  and  m o th e r .  Those 

who m is se d  t h i s  g o a l  o f  t h e i r  h ig h e s t  a m b i t io n s  became 

known a s  s p i n s t e r s ,  a  name d e r iv e d  from  th e  f a c t  t h a t  th e  

u n m a rr ie d  d a u g h te r s  o r s i s t e r s  i n  th e  homes of f a t h e r  or 

b r o t h e r  were engaged m o s t ly  i n  s p in n in g .  Thus women came 

to  be  d iv id e d  i n t o  two g ro u p s ,  th e  h o u se w ife  and th e  

S p i n s t e r .  T h is  was a  r a t h e r  u n f a i r  c l a s s i f i c a t i o n  f o r  

s u r p r i s i n g l y  enough t h e r e  were many women a t  t h a t  tim e  

who b e lo n g e d  to  n e i t h e r  o f  th e s e  g ro u p s .  These can be 

d e f i n i t e l y  c l a s s e d  a s  women i n  b u s i n e s s .

The d i f f e r e n t  k in d s  of b u s in e s s  i n  w hich  women were 

engaged were f a r  more e x te n s iv e  th a n  one would be l e d  to  

b e l i e v e  from  a  c a s u a l  r e a d in g  o f  c o l o n i a l  h i s t o r y ,  p ro b a b ly  

t h i s  i s  t r u e  b e c a u se  women i n  b u s in e s s  were the  e x c e p t io n  

n o t  th e  r u l e .  Anyway th e  i n t e r e s t i n g  f a c t  i s ,  t h a t  t h e r e  

w ere  s u c c e s s f u l  b u s i n e s s  women from th e  very  b e g in n in g  of 

th e  h i s t o r y  o f  G e o rg ia .  The o u t s t a n d in g  example o f  a
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s u c c e s s f u l  G eo rg ia  woman i n  th e  e a r l i e s t  days  was 

Mary M usgrove. Bhe c o n t in u e d  her  husband*s t r a d i n g  p o s t  

a t  h i s  d e a t h  and  even  e s t a b l i s h e d  a n o th e r  on th e  s o u th e r n  

f r o n t i e r  and i n  a d d i t i o n  was an  e x te n s iv e  l a n d  owner. A 

f u l l  a c c o u n t  o f h e r  a c t i v i t e s  has  a l r e a d y  b e en  g iv e n  i n  

C hap ter  Tjrp* Women were t h e  m ain  a g e n ts  i n  th e  s i l k  

i n d u s t r y  u n t i l  i t  f a i l e d  when th e  b o u n ty  was c u t  o f f .

B ecause p e o p le  and  t h e i r  a c t i v i t i e s  were n o t  u n u s u a l ,  

i t  d i d  n o t  occu r  to  anyone to  make a  r e c o r d  o f  th e  everyd ay  

t h in g s  o f  l i f e .  For t h i s  r e a s o n  i t  i s  v e ry  d i f f i c u l t  to  

r e p ro d u c e  th e  economic o r  th e  s o c i a l  l i f e  o f  th e s e  e a r l y  

t im e s .  F o r t u n a t e l y ,  t h e r e  a r e  many o ld  new spapers  e x t a n t  

from  1763 t o  th e  end of th e  c e n tu r y .  From th e  a d v e r t i s e m e n t s  

i n  th e s e  p a p e r s ,  a  r a t h e r  com plete  p i c t u r e  o f th e  economic 

l i f e  of women can  b e  g iv e n .

Women owned and  r a n  p l a n t a t i o n s  a s  e a r l y  a s  1763. T h is

i s  shown by an  a d v e r t i s e m e n t  w hich  a p p e a re d  i n  th e  G eo rg ia

G a z e t te  o f Savannah, G e o rg ia ,  DiPember 2 2 ,  3.765.

S t r a y e d  o r  S to l e n  from  Mrs. Kennan*s 
p l a n t a t i o n  a  s t r o n g  g ray  h o r s e  14 
hands h ig h  b ra n d e d  on th e  n e a r  
s h o u ld e r  W.V. w i th  a  f l e u r - d e - l u c e  
a - t o p  and on th e  o f f  s h o u ld e r  I , p .  -  
Whoever t a k e s  up s a i d  h o rse  and 
d e l i v e r s  him t o  L ie u t .  G ran t in  
Savannah s h a l l  be  handsom ely rew ard ed .

More a c t i v e  ow nersh ip  i s  shown i n  th e  f o l lo w in g  a d v e r t i s e m e n t  

i n  th e  A ugusta  C h ro n ic le  and G a z e t te  of th e  S t a t e , Septem ber 12 , 

1795;
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I  do h e re b y  fo re w a rn  the  t r a c t  o f  lan d  
a d v e r t i s e d  a s  John Bragg*s p r o p e r t y  to  
he s o ld  and  X h e reb y  f o r b i d  any p e r s o n  
s e l l i n g  th e  s a i d  l a n d  a s  i t  n ev er  was 
h i s  p r o p e r t y ,  nor n e v e r  had any r i g h t  
t i t l e  or c la im  to  any su c h  la n d  a s  I  
am th e  r i g h t  owner of s a i d  l a n d  and am 
r e a d y  t o  s e t t l e  any c la im  or demand 
a g a i n s t ,

B e d fo rd ,  August. 1 4 th ,  1795 
M artha  R ic k e ts o n

That women owned s l a v e s  and had t r o u b le  w i th  them

ru n n in g  away i s  shown by  th e  f o l lo w in g  a d v e r t i s e m e n t s

i n  th e  Savannah and A ugusta  p a p e r s .  F i r s t ,  i n  th e

G eorg ia  G a z e t t e , Mgreh' 1 4 th  and 2 1 s t ,  1765;

Runaway from th e  S u b s c r ib e r  A Young 
n eg ro e  w hich  named Sydney has he r  
c o u n try  m arks on h e r  b r e a s t  and arms 
and  a  mole u n der  h e r  l e f t  e y e ,  t a l k s  
no E n g l i s h  wore a  b lu e  n eg ro e  c l o t h  
gown and c o a t  and  a  new oznaburg  
s h i f t  a  cheque h a n d k e rc h ie f  on h e r  
head  and a n o th e r  a b o u t  h e r  neck* A 
rew ard  o f  1 0 s .  w i l l  be  g iv e n  to  any 
p e r s o n  who t a k e s  he r  up and d e l i v e r s  
h e r  i n  Savannah to

E l i z a b e t h  A nderson

S econ d ly , i n  th e  A ugusta  C h ro n ic le  N o v em b er ,6 th , 1790;

T h i r ty  D o l la r s  Reward 
Runaway from  M rs. E l b e r t  n e a r  Savannah 
a b o u t  18 months ago a  Negro F e llow  
named P r in c e  o f  a  d a rk  com plex ion , s h o r t  
and junky  made, a  b l a c k s m i th  by t r a d e  
and  u sed  to  work a t  S p i r i t  Creek Saw 
M i l l s  w i th  Mr. A tk in so n  when he l i v e d  
t h e r e ,  he i s  supposed  to  be h a rb o u red  
a t  t h i s  tim e  i n  t h a t  ne igh bo rho od .

The above Reward of T h i r ty  
D o l l a r s  w i l l  be g iv e n  on c o n d i t i o n  
t h a t  he i s  h a rb o u re d  o r  $10 on h i s  
b e in g  d e l i v e r e d  to  Mrs. E l b e r t  nea r  
Ogeechee f e r r y  Chatham County, to  th e  
k e e p e r  o f th e  work house i n  Savannah or 
i n  A ugusta  to

George Hundley
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An i n t e r e s t i n g  a d v e r t i s e m e n t  o f  a  woman p l a n t a t i o n  owner, 

show ing th e  h o n e s ty  p r e v a l e n t  a t  th e  tim e a p p e a re d  i n  th e  

G eo rg ia  G a z e t t e ,  May 2 9 th ,  1783.

Come to  th e  S u b s c r ib e r* s  P l a n t a t i o n  
A Negro F e l lo w  

a b o u t  25 y e a r s  o ld  a b o u t  5 f t *  6 i n .  
h ig h ,  named p e t e r ,  sp e ak s  good E n g l i s h  
and  say s  he b e lo n g s  to  one Mrs. Thompson 
i n  Ch& rlestown. Awy p e r s o n  claim ing^ 
s a i d  n eg ro  may have him by p ro v in g  th e  
p r o p e r t y  and a p p ly in g  a t  W hite B lu f f  to  

Hannah W right

T hat women were a c t u a l l y  engaged i n  s e l l i n g  s l a v e s  i s  

shown by t h i s  n o t i c e  w h ich  a p p e a re d  i n  th e  G eo rg ia  G a z e t te ,  F e b r ­

u a ry  1 7 th  and  2 4 th ,  1767:

To be S o ld  a t  Sunbury on f i r s t  
Tuesday i n  March n e x t

A p a r c e l  o f C ountry  Born 
N egroes c o n s i s t i n g  o f  v a lu a b le  
Sawyers and h a rd y  House Wenches 
C r e d i t  w i l l  be g iv e n  t i l l  f i r s t  
o f  J a n u a ry  n e x t ,  p a y in g  i n t e r e s t  
and  g iv in g  s e c u r i t y  i f  r e q u i r e d  t o ,

I s a b e l l e  Mackey

That women w ere keen  i n  t h e i r  b u s i n e s s  d e a l in g s  i s  c l e a r l y

shown by  t h i s  n o t i c e ,  w h ich  a p p ea re d  i n  th e  A ugusta

C h r o n ic l e , A p r i l  2 5 th ,  1795.

A C au tion
A l l  p e r s o n s  a r e  h e reb y  warned a g a i n s t  
t r a d i n g  f o r  a  no te  o f  hand , g iv e n  by 
me to  F r e d e r i c k  McMurrin f o r  13 head 
o f  c a t t l e  a s  I  have f u l l y  d i s c h a rg e d  
th e  same.

Mary W ilsh e r  
W arren County

A n o th e r  f i e l d  of economic endeavor i n  w hich  women were 

p r o f i c i e n t  was d e a l in g  i n  r e a l  e s t a t e .  The G eorg ia  G a ze t te  

o f  June  2 0 t h  and J u l y  7 t h ,  1765, c a r r i e d  t h i s  n o t i c e .
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To be  s o ld  
A l o t  a t  Yamacraw 300 f e e t  i n  l e n g t h ,
200 f e e t  i n  b r e a d t h  w here -on  i s  a 
good d w e l l in g  house and k i t c h e n .
For f u r t h e r  p a r t i c u l a r s  i n q u i r e  o f  

Ann R a sp b e rry  
N.B. C r e d i t  w i l l  be a l lo w e d  
p u r c h a s e r  g iv in g  appv*d. s e c u r i t y .

E l i z a b e th .  A nderson , whose a d v e r t i s e m e n t  f o r  a runaway s l a v e

h as  a l r e a d y  b e e n  q u o te d ,  had t h i s  n o t i c e  i n  th e  G a z e t te  o f

O c to b e r  14 t h  and 2 1 s t , and November 4 t h ,  1767:

To be s o ld  
A t r a c t  c o n ta in in g  150 a c r e s  o f  good 
p i n e  and r e d  oak l a n d ,  i n  th e  p a r i s h  
o f  S t .  G eorge, bounded n o r t h e a s t  by 
l a n d  o f  Henry O v e r s t r e e t ,  n o r t h e r l y  
by la n d  o f  E l i z a b e t h  Anderson and on 
a l l  o th e r  s i d e s  by v a c a n t  l a n d s .
A no ther  T ra c t  c o n ta in in g  150 a c r e s  o f  
good oak and  p i n e  l a n d ,  i n  s a i d  p a r i s h  
bounded n . e .  by la n d  of Henry O v e r s t r e e t  
s o u t h e r l y  by l a n d  o f  E l i z a b e t h  Anderson 
and on a l l  o t h e r  s i d e s  by v a c a n t  l a n d s .
Any p e r s o n  i n c l i n a b l e  to  p u rc h a se  b o th  
o r  e i t h e r  o f t h e  above t r a c t s  o f  la n d  
may a p p ly  i n  Savannah to

E l i z a b e t h  Anderson

B e s id e s  s e l l i n g  l a n d  th e y  r e n t e d  p r o p e r t y .  Of th e  many

a d v e r t i s e m e n t s  fo u n d  to  p rove  t h i s  f a c t ,  th e  two

f o l lo w in g  a r e  t y p i c a l :
G e o rg ia  G a z e t te ,  Apr£ l l * h ;  1765:

To be  L e t 
The House a n d .L o t  a t  Yamacraw, 
where Mr. W ill iam  M ackenzie l a t e l y  
l i v e d

For f u l l  p a r t i c u l a r s  i n q u i r e  of 
Ann R a sp b e rry

G eo rg ia  G a z e t t e , A ugust 14^h, 1783:
To be L e t 

By th e  q u a r t e r  o r  whole y e a r  
A l a r g e  and c o n v e n ie n t  House 
n e a r  th e  c o u r th o u s e .  I n q u i r e  
o f  Mrs. Evans i n  Savannah or of
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R o b e r t  B o l to n  a t  W hite B l u f f .

S u r p r i s i n g l y  enough, i n  t h i s  c e n tu ry  dom ina ted  so  com­

p l e t e l y  by men, women were v e ry  o f t e n  chosen  to  a d m in i s t e r  

e s t a t e s .  The e a r l i e s t  e d i t i o n s  o f  G eo rg ia  new spapers c a r r y  

a d v e r t i s e m e n t s  s u p p o r t in g  t h i s  s t a t e m e n t .  The G eo rg ia  G a z e t te  

r ^ eJ>?®n* e r : • ^O th , 1764 , c a r r i e d  t h i s  n o t i c e ,

To be s o l d  S a t .  2 7 th  day of S e p t .  
a t  th e  p l a n t a t i o n  where Morgan Sahh 
d e c e a s e d ,  d id  l i v e

Sundry A r t i c l e s  
b e lo n g in g  to  e s t a t e  o f  s a i d  d e c e a s e d ,  
v i z ,  Household f u r n i t u r e  c o n s i s t i n g  
of mahogany t a b l e s ,  a  d e s k ,  c h a i r s ,  
b e d s ,  b ed -B tead s#  b e d d in g ,  some c h in a  
and d e l f t - w a r e ,  k n iv e s  and f o r k s  and 
su n d ry  p l a n t a t i o n  t o o l s .  A lso  a  few 
Head o f  B lack  C a t t l e ,  H o rses , Mares 
C o l t s  and H@gs.

The c o n d i t i o n s  o f  th e  s a l e  w i l l  
be  made known on th e  day  by

Sometimes th e y  s e r v e d  i n  t h i s  c a p a c i ty  w i th  men a s  i n  th e  

case  a d v e r t i s e d  i n  th e  G eorg ia  G a z e t te  SeptQmh^r 4 ,  3,783:

A l l  p e r s o n s  in d e b te d  to  t h e  e s t a t e  o f ,  
Rebecca L loyd 

d e c e a se d  a r e  r e q u e s t e d  to  s e t t l e  th e  
same on o r  b e fo r e  th e  1 0 th  day o f  S e p t .  
i n s t .  or i n  d e f a u l t  th e y  must ex p ec t  
t h e i r  bond s , n o te s  and a c c o u n ts  w i l l  be 
i n  th e  hands o f  Samuel S t i r k ,  E sq .

R ebecca  D a v ie s ,  E x e c u t r ix  
Ben L loyd)

An e x a m in a t io n  o f  w i l l s  o f  women o f  t h i s  p e r i o d  shows t h a t  

i n  one o u t  o f  f i v e ,  women s e r v e d  a s  e x e c u t r i x e s  of  th e  

e s t a t e s .  Thatr women w ere  s u c c e s s f u l  i n  t h i s  f i e l d  may be 

ju d g e d  f rom  the  f o l l o w i n g  a d v e r t i s e m e n t  i n  The A u g u s ta  

C h r o n ic l e  a n d  G a z e t t e  o f  th e  S t a t e  Ju n e  6 t h ( le>th( 2 7 th ,  1795.

Mary E s th e r  H ic h o ld s ,  E x e c u t r ix

E x ec u to rs
Edward Lloyd
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Any p e r s o n  i n c l i n e d  to  u n d e r ta k e  th e  
c o l l e c t i o n  of d e b ts  to  a  c o n s id e r a b le  
am t. due to  th e  e s t a t e  o f P e t e r  C a rn es ,
E sq . d e c e a se d  may p r o c u re  employment on 
ad v an tag e o u s  te rm s by th e  a p p l i c a t i o n  to  
th e  s u b s c r i b e r .

E l i z a  C a rn es , Ex*x 
N.B. None n e ed  a p p ly  b u t  such  a s  can 

g iv e  ample s e c u r i t y .
E .C . ■

Women were even  a p p o in te d  a t t o r n e y s ,  i n  an  a d v e r t i s e m e n t  i n  the

G aze tte  Sep tem ber 1 3 th  and 2 0 th  1764, p ro o f  o f  t h i s  a p p e a r s .

The s u b s c r i b e r  b e in g  a b o u t  to  l e a v e  t h i s  
p ro v in c e  f o r  a  s h o r t  t im e ,  g iv e s  n o t i c e  
p u r s u a n t  t o  an  a c t  o f  Assembly of 
t h i s  p r o v in c e  c a l l e d  th e  A ttachm ent 
A c t ,  t h a t  he i s  re a d y  to  answ er to  
any s u i t ,  and g iv e  b a i l  t o  any W ri t  
o r  summons t h a t  s h a l l  i n  th e  mean­
tim e be  i s s u e d  a g a i n s t  him. He has 
a p p o in te d  Mrs. Ann W h i t e f i e ld ,
Thos. Dixon and Benjam in  S t i r k  h i s  
a t t o r n i e s  i n  h i s  a b s e n c e ;  and th e  
b u s i n e s s  o f  th e  w harf and  s t o r e s
w i l l  be  c a r r i e d  on by Mr. Hugh Boss
who w i l l  p u n c t u a l l y  a t t e n d  t h e r e .

-James W h i t e f i e ld

M rs. D avid  R. H i l lh o u s e  was th e  f i r s t  woman to  e d i t  

a  newspaper i n  G e o rg ia .  This was The W ashington  News.

I t  was founded  by A lex an der  Me M i l la n  and was known as  

th e  W ashing ton  G a z e t t e . He was succeed ed  by David R. H i l l ­

h o u se ,  who o p e r a te d  w i th  i t ,  th e  f i r s t  job  p r i n t i n g  o f f i c e  

i n  th e  i n t e r i o r  of th e  s t a t e .  He d ie d  i n  1804 and 

M rs. H i l lh o u s e  to o k  over  h i s  d u a l  e n t e r p r i s e s .  The name 

o f  th e  p a p e r  was a g a in  changed to  th e  M o n ito r . The J o u rn a l  

o f  th e  House of R e p r e s e n t a t i v e s  was p r i n t e d  i n  h e r  o f f i c e  

and s e n t  to  L o u i s v i l l e ,  th e n  th e  s e a t  o f governm ent. Some

of th e  c o p ie s  o f  th e  M onitor a r e  s t i l l  i n  e x i s te n c e  to d ay
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and  t e s t i f y  to  h e r  a b i l i t y  a s  a  new spaper woman. A lthough

Mrs. H i l lh o u s e  d id  n o t  become e d i t o r  u n t i l  h e r  h u sb a n d f s d e a th

in  1804 , which t a k e s  t h i s  p a r t i c u l a r  e v e n t  out of th e  e ig h te e n th

c e n t u r y ,  y e t  Mrs* H i l lh o u s e  b e lo n g s  to th e  e ig h t e e n t h  c e n tu ry

h a v in g  been  a  G eo rg ian  p r a c t i c a l l y  a l l  o f  h e r  m a r r ie d  l i f e *

W h ite ,  i n  h i s  H i s t o r i c a l  C o l l e c t i o n s  o f G e o rg ia , c h a r t e r i z e d

h e r  a s  a  woman p io n e e r  i n  e d u c a t i o n ,  f r i e n d  o f  l a F a y e t t e  and

E l i  W hitney# He s a i d  she h e lp e d  W hitney  i n  c a r r y in g  o u t  h i s
1

p la n s  f o r  t h e  p e r f e c t i o n  o f  th e  c o t t o n  g i n .

B e s id e s  b e in g  p a r t i c i p a n t s  i n  t h e s e  more s e r i o u s  occupa­

t i o n s ,  women w ere engaged  i n  th e  l i g h t e r  f i e l d s  su ch  a s  th o s e  

o f  e n te r ta in m e n t*  I n  th e  e a r l i e s t  e x t a n t  i s s u e s  o f  th e  

G eorg ia  new spapers  t h e r e  w ere  a d v e r t i s e m e n t s  of b a l l s  and d a n ce s  

h e ld  by  women# Mrs# S a rah  Byon n o t i f i e d  th e  p u b l i c  i n  the  

G a z e t te  of December 2 2 ,  1763, t h a t  she  was h o ld in g  a  b a l l  

December 2 8 th  i n  Savannah; t i c k e t s  a d m i t t i n g  a la d y  end a g e n t l e ­

man were t e n  s h i l l i n g s  e a c h .  They m ust have become p o p u la r  f o r  

when M rs . Mary Blake announced  h e r  b a l l  f o r  A p r i l  7 , 1767, th e  

p r i c e  had  d ro pped  to  f i f t e e n  s h i l l i n g s  f o r  a  couple#  She p ro b a b ly  

o r i g i n a t e d  th e  " s t a g "  l i n e  f o r  she  ad ded  t h a t  one p e r s o n  would 

be a d m i t te d  f o r  seven  s h i l l i n g s  s i x  p e n c e .  Toward th e  end o f  th e  

c e n t u r y ,  women became ev en  more ven tu resom e a n d  opened up h o u ses  o f

1 "D e sc en d a n ts  o f  F i r s t  G eorgia  Woman E d i t o r  Columbus 
C i t i z e n s " ,  Columbus E n q u i r e r , A p r i l  23 , 1928.
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p r i v a t e  e n t e r t a i n m e n t .  The fo l lo w in g  n o t i c e  ap p ea re d  i n  th e  

A ugusta  Cfaronicle  Septem ber 5 th  and; 1 2 th ,  1795:

M rs, Kern r e s p e c t f u l l y  in fo rm s he r  f r i e n d s  
and th e  p u b l i c  i n  g e n e r a l  t h a t  she has 
removed from  t lm  Coffeehouse t n d  now r e s i d e s  
i n  th e  house fo rm e r ly  o c cu p ied  by 
C h a s t la y  B o stw ick , k s q .  on Broad S t . > 
where she i n te n d s  k e ep in g  a  House of 
p r i v a t e  e n te r t a in m e n t  and hopes her  
a t t e n t i o n  w i l l  m e r i t  th e  a p p ro b a t io n  
o f  th o se  who w i l l  f a v o r  her".

T hat women h e ld  th e  p o s i t i o n s  d e s c r ib e d  above a s  e a r l y

a s  th e  e i g h t e e n t h  c e n tu ry  w i l l  s u r p r i s e  th e  o r d in a r y  r e a d e r

f o r  t h i s  i s  u n u s u a l .  However, women were to  be found  i n

g r e a t e r  numbers i n  th e  f i e l d s  f o r  w h ich  th ey  were

e s p e c i a l l y  f i t t e d ,  su c h  a s  ru n n in g  b o a rd in g - h o u s e s ,

b a k e r i e s ,  m i l l i n e r y  sh o p s ,  s t o r e s ,  and d re s s -m a k in g

e s t a b l i s h m e n t s .  There were th e  u s u a l ,  Mhum-drumH

o c c u p a t io n s  f o r  women. Jtt&ry Hepburn a d v e r t i s e d  i n  th e

G a z e t te  Au@q9 t» 5 th  a n d  1 2 th ,  1767:

The s u b s c r i b e r  in te n d s  open ing  a 
C offee  Room on th e  6 th  day  o f  t h i s  

m onth , a t  th e  house she  now l i v e s  
i n ,  n e x t  door to  Mr. B ox 's  s t o r e ,  
where Gentlemen may B r e a k f a s t  on the  
same f o o t i n g  a s  i n  London; Sho 
l i k e w i s e  w i l l  keep a n  O rd in a ry  f o r  
e i g h t  Gentlem en to  d i n e ,  on th e  same 
te rm s  a s  i n  C h a r le s to w n . Whoever 
w i l l  p l e a s e  to  f a v o r  h e r  w i th  t h e i r  
company w i l l  be  used  w i t h  a l l  
c i v i l i t y  i n  h e r  power and she makes 
no do ub t ( a l t h o  th e  f i r s t  a t te m p t  
o f  t h i s  k in d )  o f  g iv in g  s a t i s f a c t i o n .
So soon a s  the  members o f  her  
b o a r d e r s  i s  c o m p lea ted ,  she  w i l l  
b e g in  h e r  o r d in a r y .

W hether g en tlem en  d id  n o t  d e s i r e  **to b r e a k f a s t  on th e  same
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f o o t i n g  a s  in. London” ; w h e th e r  th e y  d i d  n o t  w ish  ” to  dine

a s  i n  C h a r le s to w n ” ; w h e th e r  Mary f a i l e d  to  g e t  " e ig h t

h o a r d e r s ” ; o r  w h e th e r  h e r  f r a n k  a d m is s io n  of "n e v e r  h a v in g

made such a n  a t t e m p t  b e f o r e ” , p r e v e n te d  h e r  s u c c e s s  i n  h e r

u n d e r t a k in g ,  w i l l  n e v e r  he known b u t  t h e  fo l lo w in g  n o t i c e

a p p e a re d  i n  th e  G a z e t te  November 2 5 th ,  and December 2nd , 1767:

Mary H epburn in te n d in g  soon to  l e a v e  
t h i s  p ro v in c e  r e q u e s t s  th o se  in d e b te d  
t o  h e r  to  p ay  t h e i r  a c c o u n t s ;  and 
th o s e  h a v in g  any demands a g a i n s t  h e r  
to  send them in*

Ferh&ps Mrs* Thompson found  the s e c r e t  of s u c c e s s  i n  t h i s  

l i n e  o f  w ork  f o r  h e r  n o t i c e  r a n  i n  1he A ugusta  C h ro n ic le  

f i v e  w eeks b e g in n in g  O c to b e r  3 0 th ,  1790, an d  re a d  a s  f o l l o w s :  

"Having f u r n i s h e d  H e r s e l f  w i th  L iq u o r s ,  e t c * ,  w i l l  accomo­

d a te  G entlem en w ith  b o a rd in g  and Lodging on the  most 

R easonab le  t e r m s ,  N.B* Good s t a b l i n g  f o r  h o r s e s * "

E v id e n t l y  Mrs* F ox , a l s o  o f  A u g u s ta ,  f e l t  t h e  need  o f  

rem ind ing  peop le  t h a t  she was s t i l l  i n  b u s in e s s  f o r  she 

a d v e r t i s e d  i n  th e  C h ro n ic le  November 6 th ,  13t h ,  2 0 th ,  and 

2 7 th ,  1790 , "Mrs* Fox R e s p e c t f u l l y  in fo rm s  h e r  f r i e n d s  and the  

p u b l ic  t h a t  £ ie  c o n t i n u e s  h e r  h o u se  f o r  b o a r d e r s  and lo d g e r s #  

S t r a n g e r s  may d e p en d  on good t r e a tm e n t* ” Was the  rem in d er  

n e c e s s a r y  b e ca u se  o n ly  a t r a n g e r s  r e c e i v e d  good t r e a tm e n t?

Some women w ere engaged i n  th e  baking  b u s in e s s  a t  t h i s  

t im e ,  b u t  n o t  a s  many a s  one would expec t*  I t  seems t h a t  when 

t h i s  a c t i v i t y  o f  the  home was c o m m erc ia l iz ed ,  i t  was a lm o s t  

i n v a r i a b l y  ru n  by men# There were some e x c e p t io n s
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"but t h e s e  w e re  p ro b a b ly  c o n f in e d  to  f a n c y  b ak in g  such a s  c ak e s  

and  p ie s #  E l i z a b e th  A nderson  a d v e r t i s e d  i n  th e  G a z e t te  o f .  

December 2 8 ,  1764:

The s u b s c r i b e r  h a v in g  tak e n  th e  house 
w here  the  l a t e  M rs.Pogey l i v e d  p ro p o se s  
c a r r y in g  on th e  Baking B u s in e s s  and w i l l  
be o b l ig e d  to  the  cu s to m ers  o f  Mrs. Pogey 
to  c o n t in u e  t h e i r  f a v o r s  to

E l i z a b e th  A nderson

T h a t  M rs. P o g e y 's  c u s to m e rs  d id  f a v o r  h e r  may be deduced from

th e  f a c t s  a l r e a d y  g iv e n  r e g a r d in g  t h i s  l a d y .  She a d v e r t i s e d

i n  March, 1765 , f o r  a  runaw ay s l a v e  and i n  O c to b e r ,  1767,

th e  s a l e  o f  c o n s id e r a b le  l a n d .  E v id e n t ly  th e  b ak in g  b u s in e s s

was f l o u r i s h i n g #

A n o th e r  economic f i e l d  in v ad e d  by th e  e ig h t e e n t h

c e n tu ry  woman was t h a t  o f  shop keep ing#  The G a z e t te  c a r r i e d

t h i s  a d v e r t i s e m e n t  J a n u a ry  5 th  and 1 9 th ,  1764 , "Ann Cunningham

and  James Brooks s e l l  i n  r e t a i l  a t  t h e i r  $ iop  on th e  Bay a l l

s o r t s  of s p i r i t u o u s  l i q u o r s ,  s u g a r ,  m o l l a s s e s ,  e t c # ,  e t c . "

I n  th e  i s s u e s  o f  June 1 9 th  and  2 6 th ,  1764 , t h e r e  a p p e a re d

t h i s  n o t i c e ,  "To be  s o ld  a t  th e  h o u se  of Mrs# F ly n in g  in

Savannah, Shrub By the  q u a r t e r  cask  o r  i n  s m a l l e r  q u a n t i t i e s

n o t  l e s s  th a n  t h r e e  g a l l o n s " .  I t  i s  v e r y  g r a t i f y i n g

to  f i n d  t h a t  a l l  th e  shops ru n  by  women were n o t  l i q u o r

s to r e s #  A v e ry  long  b u t  m ost e n l ig h te n ix g  a d v e r t i s e m e n t

a p p e a re d  i n  th e  G a z e t te  Septem ber 8 th  and  1 5 th ,  1785:

Ann T ay lo r  
Has f o r  s a l e  

a t  h e r  s t o r e  i n  B roughton s t r e e t  on 
m odera te  te rm s  f o r  c a sh  o r  produce

The fo l lo w in g  A r t i c l e s  Im ported  
i n  th e  X ast  V e s s e ls  from London
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Q u i l te d  s t u f f  p l a i n  and s a t i n  
p e t t i c o a t s ,  d u c a p e s ,  l u t e s t r i n g s ,  
m an tu as ,  I r i s h  s h e e t i n g ,  I r i s h  l i n e n s ,  
c o t t o n  c o u n te rp a n e s ,  huckaback , d i a p e r ,  
men*s g lo v e s ,  men*s s i l k  h o se ,  womenJs 
c o t to n  d i t t o ,  c h i n t z ,  gown p a t t e r n s  
c a l i c o e s  men*s f i n e  shoes  w i th  s t i t c h e d  
h e e l s ,  women*s m orrocco s l i p p e r s  w i th  
F ren ch  h e e l s ,  s a t i n  s h o e s ,  sp an g led  
calam anco d i t t o  w i th  F ren ch  h e e l s ,  
r ib b o n s  o f  a l l  c o lo r s  f i n e  p o c k e t  
h a n d k e r c h ie f s ,  sp a n g le d  f a n s ,  s p o t t e d  
and p l a i n  law n s ,  gauzes of a l l  k in d s ,  
morocco p o c k e tb o o k s ,  M a r s e i l l e s  
q u i l t i n g ,  c c r d u ro y s ,  p u r p l e  c a se m ire ,  
s u p e r f in e  b r o a d c lo th s  bed t i c k e n ,  E n g l i s h  
and  Y /hite-Q hapel n e e d le s ,  n eg ro  c l o t h ,
Y o rk s h ire  c l o t h ,  J e s u i t s  b a rk ,  S tough ton*s 
b i t t e r s ,  B r i t i s h  o i l ,  e s se n c e  of b e rg am o t,  
e s se n c e  of lem on, T a r l in g to n * s  b a lsam , 
s p i r i t s  o f  l a v e n d e r ,  r h u b a rd ,  ip e c a c u a n c h a ,  
A n d e r s o n p i l l s ,  m ag n es ia ,  cam p h ire , 
an  a s s o r tm e n t  o f  hardw are and sundry  o th e r  
a r t i c l e s .

A f te r  a p e r u s a l  o f t h i s  '‘ad" o f e v e r y th in g  from p e t t i c o a t s  

to  p i l l s ,  can  anyone deny to  woman, the  honor o f  hav ing  

o r i g i n a t e d  th e  i d e a  o f  th e  modern d e p a r tm e n t  s t o r e ?

There were some f i e l d s  o f b u s in e s s  a t  t h a t  tim e open 

on ly  to  women, b u t  which have b e en  inv ad ed  by th e  men in  

our d a y .  These a r e ,  o f c o u rs e ,  m i l l i n e r y  and d ressm ak in g .

That women d i d  n o t  buy enough h a t s  t o  w a r ra n t  a  shop 

s e l l i n g  h a t s  o n ly ,  i s  shown by th e  n o t i c e  w hich  a p p ea re d  

i n  th e  G a z e t te  of th e  S t a t e  o f  G eorg ia  June 3 , 1784.

Mary G obert from  F ran ce  Takes t h i s  
method to  a c q u a in t  th e  p u b l i c k  t h a t  
she  has u n d e r ta k sw th e  M i l l i n e r y  
B u s in e s s  b e in g  p e r f e c t l y  a c q u a in te d  
w i th  th e  new est f a s h i o n s ,  a l s o  th e  
w h i te n in g  s i l k  l a c e s ,  s t o c k in g s ,  
g a u z e ,  e t c . ,  and c l e a r  s t a r c h e s  
l a c e s ,  g a u z e s ,  e t c . ,  e t c .

She has to  d is p o s e  o f  the  
f o l lo w in g  a r t i c l e s ,  v i z . ,  L aces ,
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g a u z e s ,  r i b b o n s , f l o w e r s ,  women*s 
h a t s ,  f a n s ,  a l l  s o r t s  of s t o c k i n g s ,  
c o t t o n  c a p s ,  s c e n te d  h a i r  powder 
and s t a r c h .

D ressm aking  was done in  th e  homes j u s t  a s  men*s s u i t s  were 

made by th e  women o f  th e  h o u s e h o ld .  T his p r a c t i c e  was 

g e n e r a l  even  th ro u g h  th e  C i v i l  p e r i o d .  But a t  the  end 

o f  th e  e i g h t e e n t h  c e n tu ry  women e s p e c i a l l y  i n  th e  c i t i e s

w ent i n t o  th e  b u s in e s s  o f  d re s sm ak in g . Ann T ay lo r  added t h i s
2

l i n e  to  h e r  b u s i n e s s  d e s c r ib e d  above . She announced t h i s

i n  th e  G a z e t te  o f th e  S t a t e  of G eo rg ia  June 2 ,  1785.

Ann T aylor 
Begs to  in fo rm  th e  L a d i e s - t h a t  she 
p ro p o s e s  to  c a r r y  on th e

Mantua-M;fiki ng B u s in e ss  i n  a l l  
i t s  b r a n c h e s .  Her own e x p e r ie n c e  t o g e t h e r  
w i t h  th e  a s s i s t a n c e  o f  th e  a b le  hands 
she  has p ro v id e d  f o r  th e  p u rp o s e ,  
w i l l ,  sh e  f l a t t e r s  h e r s e l f ,  e n a b le  
h e r  to  g iv e  e n t i r e  s a t i s f a c t i o n  to  th e s e  
l a d i e s  who w i l l  p l e a s e  to  f a v o r  her 
w i t h  t h e i r  commands*

N.B, A g e n te e l  A sso rtm en t o f  Dry Goods 
a d o p te d  t o  p r e s e n t  s e a so n  to  be 
s o l d  cheap .

A lso  i n  A ugusta  women w ere engaged i n  t h i s  b u s in e s s  f o r  th e

p u b l i c .  Th© G eo rg ia  G a z e t te  o r  In d ep e n d en t  R e g i s t e r  c a r r i e d

t h i s  a d v e r t i s e m e n t  J u ly  1 3 th  and 1 9 th ,  1788,

Mrs. Jones

Begs l e a v e  to  in fo rm  th e  L ad ies  o f 
A u g u s ta  and i t s  e n v iro n s  t h a t  she 
i n te n d s  t o  c a r r y  on th e  Mantua- 
Making b u s i n e s s  a t  th e  house of 
Mr. John  C o t to n ,  low er end of A ugusta , 
where L ad ie s  may r e l y  on having  t h e i r  
work done w i th  e le g a n c e .

2 o f . ,  p p . 73-73



Toward th e  end  of th e  c e n tu ry  th e  b u s in e s s  of m antua- 

making was combined w i th  th e  s e l l i n g  of h a t s  and re a d y ­

made d r e s s e s .  These h a t s  and ready-m ade d r e s s e s  were most 

l i k e l y  u se d  a s  m odels f o r  th e  h a t  and d re s s -m a k in g .

M iss E s th e r  S h e f t a i l  announced i n  th e  Columbian Museum 

and  Srayannah A d v e r t i s e r  J& m iary . 1 1 t h ,, 1798, ? t h a t  , ,TShe had ju  

r e c e i v e d  from  B a lt im o re  a  few E le g a n t  Head D re sse s  S u i t a b l e  

f o r  th e  p r e s e n t  s e a s o n  Among w hich  a r e  the  f o l lo w in g ,  v i z .  

G re e c ia n  Cap, The M uch-adm ired Green N e t t  Gap, York B o n n e t t ,  

e t c * ,  and  a l s o  a  few f a s h i o n a b l e  f a l l  d r e s s e s " .  I n  th e  

Ma*ch 3 0 th  and  A p r i l  3 rd  i s s u e s  of th e  same new spaper,

Miss S h e f t a l l  in fo rm ed  th e  l a d i e s  o f Savannah t h a t  she  had 

j u s t  r e c e i v e d  from  C h a r le s to n  and New York some of th e  most 

f a s h i o n a b l e  d r e s s e s  worn i n  th o s e  c i t i e s  w hich  a r e  the  

York Robe, M i l i t a r y  Robe and Coat* In  th e  O ctober 2 7 th  

i s s u e ,  she  a d v e r t i s e d  t h a t  she  was a d d in g  t o  her b u s in e s s  

t h a t  o f  m antua-m aking and was s u p p l i e d  w i th  the  m ost t a s t y  

f a s h i o n s  f o r  th e  e n su in g  season*

T h ere  a r e  t h r e e  o t h e r  o c c u p a t io n s  o f  women w hich  have 

n o t  b e e n  d i s c u s s e d  i - e ^ t  c a c h i n g , h o u s e k e e p in g ,  and  t h a t  of 

s e r v a n t*  T h e re  w ere  t o o  few women i n  t h e  p r o f e s s i o n  o f  

t e a c h i n g  a s  e a r l y  a s  t h e  e i g h t e e n t h  c e n tu r y ,  f o r  i t  to  be 

c o n s i d e r e d  a  f i e l d  o f  e n d e a v o r  f o r  women. A few women 

t e a c h e r s  had  come down from  th e  n o r t h  and  a  few  from  F ra n c e  

a n d  E n g la n d  b u t  n o t  u n t i l  th e  c l o s e  o f  th e  c e n t u r y .
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The p o s i t i o n  of hou sek eep er  sh o u ld  have been  a  s p le n d id  

o u t l e t  f o r  th e  many s p i n s t e r s  o f  the  tim e whose o n ly  t r a i n i n g  

had b e e n  to  ta k e  c a r e  o f a  home* T h is  a l s o  sh o u ld  have been 

a  good o p en in g  f o r  a  widow when l e f t  d e s t i t u t e .  Most o f 

th e s e  two c l a s s e s  were p r e v e n te d  from a c c e p t in g  such  p o s i t i o n s  

due t o  s t ig m a  a t t a c h e d  to  them w hich  would cause l o s s  o f  

s o c i a l  c a s t e .  Because o f  the  e x i s t e n c e  of s l a v e r y ,  t h e r e  

were few w h i te  s e r v a n t s  i n  G eo rg ia ,  i n  f a c t ,  o n ly  new ly- 

a r r i v e d  im m ig ran ts  e v e r  e n t e r e d  m en ia l  s e r v i c e .

B ecause o f  f r o n t i e r  c o n d i t io n s  w hich  k e p t  th e  g r e a t  

m a j o r i t y  o f  th e  women o f  G eorg ia  b u sy ,  i t  was on ly  i n  th e  

s e t t l e d  towns and o ld e r  com m unities t h a t  women were a b le  

t o  engage i n  b u s i n e s s .  The m arve l i s  n o t  t h a t  t h e r e  were 

so  few engaged  i n  g a i n f u l  o c c u p a t io n ,  b u t  t h a t  t h e r e  were 

any women engaged i n  a c t i v i t i e s  o u t s id e  th e  home.



CHAPTER V I.

Y/OMEN OF GEORGIA IK TEE REVOLUTION.

The o t h e r  c o lo n i e s  were d i s g u s t e d  w iih  G eorgia f o r  the 

p a r t  she  p la y e d  a t  the  opening  o f  the  American. R e v o lu t io n .  

Her g o v e rn o r ,  James W rig h t ,  su c c e e d e d , a t  th e  o u t s e t ,  in  

k e ep in g  th e  c o lo n y  l o y a l  to  th e  K ing . He p re v e n te d  her 

sen d in g  r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s  to  t h e  C o n t in e n ta l  C ong ress .  A 

r e v o l u t i o n a r y  governm ent was f i n a l l y  s e t  up and f o r  a tim e 

G eorg ia  had two g overnm en ts . However, when th e  B r i t i s h  

f a i l e d  to  come t o  W rig h t* s  a i d ,  he was t a k e n  p r i s o n e r  and 

G eorg ia  jo in e d  th e  o t h e r  c o lo n i e s  a g a i n s t  E n g land . They 

m ight w e l l  have p a u se d  had t h e y  r e a l i z e d  t h a t  t h e y  would 

he w orse  o f f  when she jo in e d  f o r  th e  co lo ny  was weak and 

exposed  to  a t t a c k s  from F l o r i d a  which had be lo nged  to th e  

E n g l ish  s in c e  1763. G eorg ia  had 18 ,000 w h i te s  and 15 ,000  

neg ro  s l a v e s .  I f  e v e r y  G eorgian had e n l i s t e d  in  the  army 

th ey  cou ld  n o t  have had  more th a n  3 ,0 0 0  f i g h t i n g  men.

There were 1 0 ,0 0 0  I n d ia n  w a r r io r s  i n  t r i b e s  to the  w es tw ard ,  

who had  been  a l l i e s  o f  England s in c e  the  founding  o f  

G e o rg ia .  They would n o t  u n d e rs ta n d  why th e y  should  change 

t h e i r  a l l e g i a n c e  su d d en ly  and  become a l l i e s  o f  a people  who 

h a r d l y  knew why th e y  were f i g h t i n g  the Mother C oun try .

T h e n , to o ,  i f  Georgia had no t come in  w i th  th e  c o lo n ie s  

th e  so u th e rn m o s t  boundary  to  be d e fen d ed  would have
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been th e  Savannah R iver#  G eorg ia  had more to  g a in  th a n  to  

l o s e  in  c a s t i n g  h e r  l o t  w i th  t h e  r e v o l u t io n a r y  c o lo n ie s * ^  

A lthough  few b a t t l e s  were f o u ^ i t  i n  G eorg ia  the  d e v as ­

t a t i o n  was a s  g r e a t  a s  i n  an y  o t h e r  co lo n y  f o r ,  b e s id e s  

t h e  in v a d in g  B r i t i s h  Armies# she was c u rs e d  w i th  a  b i t t e r  

c i v i l  war due t o  th e  r e f u s a l  o f  many p eo p le  to  J o in  th e  

r e v o l u t i o n i s t s #  In  th e  d a r k e s t  h o u rs  o f  t h i s  d e a d ly  con­

f l i c t  t h e  i n f l u e n c e  o f  woman was in d e e d  f a r - r e a c h in g #

The. p re s e n c e  o f  h e r  sym pathy and  
a i d ,  t h e  p o te n c y  of h e r  p r a y e r s  
a n d  s a c r i f i c e s ,  th e  e lo q u e n ce  o f  
h e r  d e v o t io n ,  h e r  t e a r s ,  a n d  h e r  
s m i le s  were p r i c e l e s s  i n  the  
encouragem ent th e y  gave and  more 
e f f e c t i v e  th an  an army w ith  
banners#  The g e n t l e  h and s  of 
t h e  w iv e s ,  m o th e rs ,  and  s i s t e r s  
f u r n i s h e d  c l o t h i n g ,  p r e p a r e d  
am m unition  and  m an u fa c tu red  
w a r - t r a p p in g s  f o r  th e  s o l d i e r s  
i n  th e  f i e l d #  -

The h e ro ism  and d a u n t l e s s  cou rage  of a l l  th e  women of 
G eorg ia  was o u t s t a n d i n g  b u t  th e  names o f  a  few d e s e rv e

s p e c i a l  a t t e n t i o n  f o r  t h e i r  s e r v ic e s #  S a rah  G i l l i a n

W il l ia m so n  n e v e r  found  i t  n e c e s s a ry  to  l e a v e  h e r  p l a n t a t i o n

w h i le  h e r  husband was f i g h t i n g  u n d e r  E l i j a h  C la rk e ,  and i f

Aunt Eancy H a r t  were h a l f  w hat t r a d i t i o n  h a s  made h e r ,

she was l a r g e l y  r e s p o n s i b l e

1 E#M# C o u l t e r ,  A S h o r t  H is to ry  of Georgia (Chapel H i l l ,  
1 9 3 3 ) ,  p p .  121-132#

2 C h a r le s  C. J o n e s ,  The H i s to r y  of G eorg ia  (B oston , 1 8 8 3 ) ,  
vo l#  I I ,  P . 463 .



79

fo x  th e  r e sc u e  o f  a l l  upper G eorgia from th e  T o r ie s .3

There was Susannah Tomlinson Port whose husband was very

a c t iv e  i n  th e  r e v o lu tio n a r y  ca u se . Their home was in  Burke

County in  a h o t bed o f T o r ie s . P ort o f te n  s lip p e d  home to

v i s i t  h is  fa m ily  even knowing i t  was d ea th  to  be caught. A

Tory n e ig h b o r , who hated  him watched h is  chance to  capture

him. A t l a s t  s e e in g  th a t Port was a t  home he gathered  a band

o f T o r ies  and broke in to  the hou se . As one of th e  number

s ta r te d  to  sh oo t F©rt, h is  w ife  h e r o ic a l ly  threw h e r s e lf  in

fr o n t  o f  her husband. The T§ry r e fu se d  to  sh oot her and to ld

her th a t  he was sa v in g  him fo r  her sa k e . However, she

fo r g o t  her heroism  and shed b i t t e r  te a r s  when th ey  s ta r te d

r ip p in g  her fe a th e r  beds f i l l i n g  th e  a i r  w ith  fe a th e r s  and
4

c u tt in g  her p r e c io u s  c lo t h  from the loom .

As a r e v o lu tio n a r y  h e r o in e , Nauoy Bart e c l ip s e d  them 

a l l .  This rem arkable woman was a n a tiv e  o f North C arolina  

and a daughter o f Thomas Morgan o f th e  R evo lu tion ary  Army.

She m arried Captain Benjamin Hart a n a t iv e  o f Kentucky who 

had m igrated  to  Orange County, North C aro lin a , w ith  h is  

mother and f i v e  b r o th e rs  and s i s t e r s  about 1760. Captain Hart 

took  h i s  b r id e  to  G eorgia and th ey  made th e ir  home in  th e  

f r o n t ie r  cou n try . “Mr8 * Hart was a woman o f remarkable 

s tr e n g th  and d e c is io n  o f ch aracter  and she e x h ib ite d  as much

3 E.M. C o u lter , A Short H istory  o f G eorgia , p . 132 .

4 Sarah H. B u tts , The Mothers o f D is t in g u ish ed  G eorgians,
(Hew Y0r k , 1 9 0 3 ) , pp . 13 9 -1 4 0 .
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i f  n o t more courage and heroism  as any woman during th a t  

g r e a t  drama o f  American l ib e r t y  -  th e  War o f  th e  R evolution"*

A d e s c r ip t io n  o f  her p h y s ic a l  appearance i s  g iv en  below .

"She was marked by n atu re  w ith  prom inent f e a tu r e s .  She was 

h o r r ib ly  c r o ss -e y e d  as w e l l  as c r o ss -g r a in e d ; b u t n everth e­

l e s s  sh e  was a  sh a r p -sh o o te r , n o th in g  was more common than  

to  s e e  her i n  f u l l  p u r s u it  o f  th e  bounding a ta g . . . .  Many 

oan t e s t i f y  to  her m agica l a r t  in  th e  mazes o f cookery -  

b ein g  a b le  to  g e t  up a pumpkin in  a s many forms a s th ere  are  

days in  th e  w eek. She was e x te n s iv e ly  known and employed
6fo r  her profound knowledge in  th e  management o f  a l l  a ilm e n ts" .

The deed s o f  d a r in g  a t tr ib u te d  to  t h i s  woman during the  

war a se so  numerous th a t h is to r y  and t r a d it io n  have become 

h o p e le s s ly  en tw in ed . Some o f  th e se  e x p lo i t s  are found in  

to o  many d i f f e r e n t  accou n ts to  be doubted . The tr u th  

probably runs l ik e  a thread  through a l l  o f  the c o n f l ic t in g  

a c c o u n ts . George White in  h is  H is to r ic a l  C o lle c t io n s  o f  

Georgia , s a id  o f  Nancy H&rt: "Ogfe-among th e  most rem arkable

women th a t  any country has ever produced r e s id e s  in  E lb e r t .

The- c lou d s o f  war ga th ered  and b u rst w ith  a d rea d fu l e x p lo s io n  

in  t h i s  s t a t e .  Nancyfs s p i r i t s  r o se  w ith  the tem p est. She 

d e c la r e d  and proved h e r s e l f  a  f r ie n d  to  her country ready to

5 John W illiam  Baker, H istory  o f Bart County (A tla n ta , 
1 9 3 3 ) , p . 8 5 .

6 George W hite, H is to r ic a l  C o lle c t io n s  of G eorgia  
(Hew YflTk, 1 8 5 5 ) , pp . 442-44S.-
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7do or die*1. White s a id  th a t  he v i s i t e d  E lb ert County and

ta lk e d  w ith  an o ld  la d y , who had been on terms o f  in tim acy

w ith  l£rs. H&rt. She t o ld  him many an ecd otes o f  her l i f e

some o f  w hich  are  summarized h e low .

On one o c c a s io n  when in form ation  as t o  the happenings

on the C arolin a  s id e  o f th e  r iv e r  were a n x io u s ly  d e s ir e d ,

no one cou ld  be persuaded to  g o . Haney o f fe r e d  to  undertake

t h i s  p e r i lo u s  d u ty . She made her way a lo n e  to  the Savannah

K iver bu t found th e r e  no means o f  c r o s s in g . She g o t a  few

lo g s  t i e d  them to g eth er  w ith  a g r a p e -v in e . She cro ssed

th e  r iv e r  on t h i s  m a k e -sh ift  r a f t ,  ob ta in ed  the in form ation
8and retu rn ed  w ith  i t  to  th e  G eorgia tr o o p s .

Another in c id e n t  r e la te d  to  th e  tim e when Augusta was

i n  th e  hands o f the B r i t i s h .  The American troop s in  W ilkes

County under the command o f  C olonel E l i j a h  Clarke were very

an xiou s to  f in d  out the B r i t i s h  p lans* Haney assumed th e

garm ents o f a  man, pushed on to  A ugusta, went b o ld ly  in to

th e B r i t i s h  camp p re ten d in g  to  be c ra z y . In  t h i s  way

she was soon  a b le  to  o b ta in  much u s e fu l  in form ation  which
o

she hasten ed  to  la y  b e fo r e  the commander, C olonel C larke.

Aflotber s to r y  th e  o ld  la d y  to ld  him was o f  the tim e  

Nancy met a  Tory on th e  road . Sh® engaged him in  co n v ersa tio n  

g o t  h is  a t t e n t io n  and th en  sn atch ed  h is  gun and marched him

^ p .  443 •

® p • 446

9 p .  4 48 .
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t o  th e  American f o r t * ^  And y e t  another — Nancy was a lon e

i n  a  f o r t  w ith  women and c h ild r e n  when i t  was a tta c k e d  hy

T ories and Indians* There was o n ly  one cannon in  the fo r t*

She t r i e d  u n s u c c e s s fu lly  to  g e t  i t  in to  f i r i n g  p o s i t io n .

Then she saw a  young man h id in g  under a cow -h ide. She turned

on him and a t  the p o in t  o f  her gun made him help  h er .

Together th e y  f i r e d  th e  cannon, w hich so  fr ig h te n e d  the

T o r ie s  th a t th ey  ran  o f f .

In  Women o f the R ev o lu tio n  hy E liz a b e th  E l l e t t ,  w r it te n

i n  1S48, th e  account summarized below i s  to  be found. She

w rote th a t  a t  th e  b eg in n in g  o f the R evo lu tion ary  War a la r g e
was

d i s t r i c t  in  th e  s t a t e  o f  G eorg ia /organ ized  in to  a county  

c a l le d  W ilkes w hich was a v e r i ta b le  h o t bed o f W higs. I t  was 

c a l le d  by th e  T o r ie s , »Hornets* N est* . I n a p o r t io n  o f t h i s  

county near f e r r i e s  on th e  Broad R iv e r , now i n  E lb e r t County, 

Was a stream  known a s  "War Woman’s  Creek11, a  name d er iv ed  

from th e  ch aracter  o f  an in d iv id u a l ,  who l iv e d  near the  

en tran ce  o f t h i s  stream  in to  th e  r iv e r .  This p erson  was 

Nancy B art, a  woman e n t ir e ly  uneducated and ign oran t o f  a l l  

c o n v en tio n a l c i v i l i t i e s  o f  l i f e  but a  zea lo u s lo v e r  o f 

l ib e r t y  and o f  the ' ' l ib e r ty  b oys" , as she c a l le d  the Whigs.

One day a  p a r ty  o f T ories from the B r it i s h  Camp a t  

Augusta b r u ta l ly  murdered C olonel Dooly in  h is  bed and went 

on th e ir  way to  commit o th er  a t r o c i t i e s .  A group o f f i v e

10 p .  447
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from the p a r ty  went to  th e  e a s t  cro ssed  Broad R iver to  

examine th e  neighborhood and v i s i t  th e ir  o ld  enemy Nancy H art. 

They e n tered  her cab in  uncerem oniously and were r e c e iv e d  by 

her w ith  a sc o w l, th ey  to ld  her th ey  had come to  in v e s t ig a te  

a ourrent s to r y  th a t she had h e lp ed  a r e b e l e sca p e , Nancy 

a ssu red  them th a t she had and t o ld  them how she had done i t .  

She s a id  th a t  she heard th e  h o o f-b ea ts  o f a horse and saw 

a man approaching her cab in  on horseback a t  break-neek  sp eed . 

She r e c o g n iz e d  him and l e t  down th e  bars in  fr o n t  o f her 

cab in  and m otioned to  him to  p a ss  through b o th  doors o f  hex 

sin g le -room ed  h ou se . She to ld  him to  h id e  h im se lf  in  the  

swamp a s  w e l l  a s he co u ld . This he d id  in  a hurry and she  

pu t up th e  b a r s , en tered  the ca b in , and c lo se d  the doors 

and went about her household  d u t ie s .  Soon the T ories  

a r r iv ed  and c a l le d  to  her very  lo u d ly . She m u ffled  hex head 

and fa c e  and opened the door and asked why th ey  d is tu rb ed  

a  poor s ic k  woman. They asked her i f  she had se e n  a man 

on horseback  th e r e . She sa id  no but th a t she had seen  

someone up th e  road turn  in to  th e  woods. They decid ed  th a t  

th a t was t h e ir  man and s o  rode o f f  in  th e  d ir e c t io n  she had 

in d ic a te d . Sfce s a id  i f  they  had not been so  lo fty -m in d ed  and 

had look ed  on the ground in s id e  the b a r s , th ey  would have 

seen  the horse *£ tra ck s up to  th e  door was p la in  a s day'1.

The T o r ie s  c o u ld  do  n o th in g  b u t  demanded t h a t  she  cook them 

a  m e a l. She t o l d  them sh e  n e v er cooked f o r  King*s men and
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th a t  she had n o th in g  l e f t  from the th ie v in g  v i l l i a n s  excep t  

one tu rk ey  g o b b le r . One o f the T or ies sh o t the gobb ler and 

made her cook i t .  She s e n t  her l i t t l e  dau gh ter, Sukey, to  

th e  sp r in g  fo r  water t e l l i n g  her to  blow on a conch s h e l l ,

s ig n a ls  to  her fa th e r .

Th® T o r ies  were e a t in g  and making merry and as she  

serv ed  them sh e  managed to  push two o f the f i v e  guns ou t o f  

a  crack  in  th e  cab in  w a l l .  They caught her p u tt in g  out the  

th ir d  but she brought a gun to  her sh ou ld er  and d e c la r ed  sh e  

would k i l l  th e  f i r s t  man who approached h er . Because she

was c r o s s -e y e d  they a l l  thought she was lo o k in g  a t  each o f

them. One advanced and sh e  sh o t him. Sukey retu rn ed  and 

gave her her rem aining gun. She sh o t an o th er . The r e s t  

surrendered  to  her husband and some Whigs, who had come in  

resp on se  to  th e  conch s h e l l  s ig n a ls .  They were hung on a  

t r e e  near the c a b in . 11

T his s to r y  does not agree  w ith  th e  one w hich appeared  

i n  th e  York v i l l e  p io n e e r ; (South- Caro 1 i r a ) which i s  b e lie v e d  

to  be the f i r s t  account o f her th a t ever found i t s  way to  

the p u b lic .  George White gave t h i s  account as fo l lo w s ;

A l l  accu sed  o f Whiggism were ordered  
to  be hanged. Men in c lu d in g  Haney's hus­
band h id  in  the cane-b rak e, bu t Haney 
r e fu s e d  to  le a v e  the ca b in . One day 
T ories came and ordered her to  cook  
dinner fo r  them. She d id . They stack ed  
t h e ir  arms and s a t  down. Haney s e iz e d  a

11 v o l .  I I ,  pp# 263-269 .
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gun, cooked i t ,  and w ith  a b la z in g  oath  
d e c la r ed  she would blow out th e  b ra in s  
o f  the f i r s t  m ortal th a t o ffe r e d  to  r i s e  
or w aste a m outh fu l. . . .  "Go", she sa id
to  one o f her s o n s , "and t e l l  th e  Whigs 
th a t  I have tak en  s i x  base Tories'*.
S in ce  Nancy was c r o ss -e y e d  each thought 
she was lo o k in g  a t  h im . Her husband 
and neighb ors came and took charge o f  
th e  p r is o n e r s .* 2

White does n ot attem pt to  put th e  stamp o f a u th o r ity  on

e ith e r  o f th e se  v e r s io n s .  There i s  no way o f f in d in g  out the

tr u th  in  reg a rd  to  d e t a i l s  but b o th  s t o r i e s  agree  th a t she

captured T or ies in  her home w h ile  b e in g  fo rc ed  to  cook

them a m eal.

Mr. White a ls o  g o t  some in form ation  from the Reverend 

Mr. Snead o f Baldwin County, G eorgia , who was a r e la t iv e  of  

th e  Hart fa m ily ;  a l s o  from th e Honorable Thomas Hart Benton, 

another r e l a t i v e .  The Snead account does not a gree  w ith  

th e  common v e r s io n  o f  her p h y s ic a l appearance. He sa id  

th a t  he w e ll  remembers how she looked and th a t she was 

p o s t iv e ly  n ot c r o s s -e y e d . He d escr ib ed  her as s i x  f e e t  h ig h , 

v ery  m uscular and e r e c t  in  her g a i t ,  her hair  l ig h t  brown 

sp r in k le d  w ith  gray the l a s t  tim e he saw her whioh was when 

she was about s i x t y  years o f a g e . He sa id  her countenance  

was l i a b l e  to  sudden changes due to  lon g  ind u lgen ce in  

v io le n t  p a s s io n . In  d w e llin g  upon the hardships o f  the  

R e v o lu tio n , th e  p e r f id y  o f the T ories and hex freq u en t
13ad ven tu res w ith  them she never f a i l e d  to  become g r e a t ly  e x c ite d .

• 4

12 George White, Historical Collections of Georgia, pp.442*443.
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Mr. Snead added another anecdote about Haney. He sa id

th a t Nancy and her ch ild re n  were gathered  around the f i r e  one

e v en in g . There was a p o t o f soap b o i l in g  in  the f i r e - p la c e .

One o f the c h ild r e n  n o tic e d  a spy peep ing  through the c r e v ic e s

o f th e  chimney, which was b u i l t  of l o g s ,  and gave a s i l e n t

n o t ic e  o f i t  to  Nancy. She went on ta lk in g  and s t i r r in g  the

so a p , a l l  th e  w h ile  w a itin g  the reappearance o f th e  sp y .

Suddenly she dashed the la d le  o f  b o i l in g  soap through the

c r e v ic e  f u l l  in  th e  fa c e  o f the sp y . B linded by hot soap ,

he screamed and roared  and Nancy went out and w ith  g ib e s  and
14Lta u n ts , bound him f a s t  a s  her p r iso n e r .

Governor Gilmer in  h is  G eorgians sa id  th a t Nancy*s cabin

was near h is  fa th e r * s  and th a t i t  was b u i l t  by her and her

husband. He d e sc r ib e d  her a s  t a l l ,  an gu lar , red-headed and

c r o s s -e y e d . I n f a c t  the on ly  account th a t d en ie s  the

o b liq u ity  o f her ey es i s  th a t  o f Mr. Snead. Gilmer i s  the

a u th o r ity  fo r  the s to r y  th a t  Nancy captured three T ories

s in g le -h a n d e d . To d e l iv e r  them to  the Whigs she had to

c r o ss  the Broad R iv er . She gathered  her s k ir t s  h igh  under

one arm, grabbed a gun in  the other and waded a cro ss the

r iv e r  in  a sh a llo w  p la c e  marching the T ories b e fo re  her to

th e  Whig Camp. Gilmer gave her t h i s  tr ib u te :

Nancy H a rt^  c o n fid e n t courage s t ir r e d  in to  
a c t io n  many v a c i l l a t in g ,  B r it is h - fe a r in g  
men o f the t im e s . When the Whigs of 
upper G eorgia were f ly in g  from the  
murdering and p lu n d erin g  T ories and th e ir  
s u p e r io r s , she stood  her ground ever  

d isp o se d  and ready to  defend h e r s e lf  and

G eorge W hite , H i s t o r i c a l  Q o lle c tio n s  o f G eo rg ia , p p .441-442 .
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h ers from her country*s foes.^ ®

S h o rtly  a f t e r  the b a t t l e  o f  New O rleans when the

q u e s t io n  o f  p la c in g  a p a in t in g  o f th a t  n o tab le  even t in  the

rotunda o f  th e  e a p it o l  a t  W ashington was b e fo re  Congress a

member o f  G eorgia t r ie d  to  secu re  an ap p rop ria tion  fo r  a

p a in t in g  o f  Nancy Bart wading Broad R iver w ith  th e  th ree

Tory b a p t iv e s  in  fr o n t  o f her on her way to  C la rk e^

s t a t io n .  This e f f o r t  to  commemorate her v a l ia n t  deeds f a i l e d

b u t when a new county was l a id  out in  th a t p a r t o f the s t a t e

i n  1856 i t  was named Hart County in  her honor. At f i r s t  i t

was proposed to  c a l l  the c o u n ty -sea t N a n cy v ille  but la t e r
16th ey  d ec id ed  on H artwell* W hile perhaps i t  would not be 

p o s s ib le  fo r  Bart County, the s ta t e  o f G eorgia, or the  

U n ited  S ta te s  to  b e  a s l o y a l  to  th e  memory o f Nancy H art a s  

her noble ch aracter  was tru e  to  American l ib e r t y ,  however 

in  a  measure her memory has been revered  and p erp etu ated  in  

s e v e r a l  very  s u b s ta n t ia l  ways. B esid es the county and 

county s e a t  b e in g  named in  her honor, the f i r s t  locom otive  

on th e  H artw ell R a ilroad  was named Nancy B art. One o f the  

c o n so lid a te d  sc h o o ls  o f  Hart County has been named fo r  her; 

a l s o  one o f  th e  S ta te  Highways, Route 77 . On a l i t t l e  park  

in  the c i t y  o f  H artw ell stan d s a g r a n ite  marker which was 

u n v e ile d  JV*ly 1 9 , 1938, to  the memory o f  Nancy ifcr t.

Nancy Hart Highway
Named by G eorgia D.A.R.

John Benson Chapter 
March 1938

pp . 111—113 .

16  rhrr>lonedia o f G eorgia (A tla n ta , 1 9 0 6 ), v o l .  I I ,  p . 330 .
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About one m ile  e a s t  o f H artw ell i s  a monument which was 

e r e c te d  by sma p p ro p r ia tio n  o f $1650 by the U nited  S ta te s  

government to  t h i s  g rea t p a tr io t  o f the American R ev o lu tio n , 

November 1 1 , 1931 . 17

The age th a t produced such men in  G eorgia as  

E lij a h  C larke, Jphn Twiggs, Arthur F o rt, John D ooly, and 

o th e rs  would indeed  have been  rem iss had i t  not produced  

e q u a lly  rem arkable women and o f  th ese  th ere  i s  none 

g r e a te r  than Nancy Hart.

17 J.W . B ak er, H is to ry  o f B art C ounty, p .  30



CHAPTER V II .

AMUSEMENTS IN EIGHTEENTH CENTURY GEORGIA.

Th© f a c t  must be kep t in  mind th a t the span o f  

G e o r g ia ^  e ig h te e n th  cen tu ry  e x is te n c e  covered  o n ly  s i x t y -  

sev en  y e a r s .  The f i r s t  tw enty years was a l i f e  and d eath  

s tr u g g le  and even a f t e r  i t  became a  r o y a l p r o v in c e , many 

y e a rs  p a sse d  b e fo r e  a  p la c e  was found fo r  amusement in  t h i s  

hardy f r o n t ie r  l i f e .  The l i t t l e  s o c ia l  l i f e  enjoyed  in  

G eorgia b e fo r e  th e  R evo lu tion ary  p e r io d  was cen tered  in  the  

towns s e t t l e d  b e fo r e  1752.

In Savannah a s  e a r ly  a s  1764 th ere  was an ad vertisem en t  

in  the G eorgia G azette  o f  a  m eeting o f the G eorgia L ibrary  

S o c ie ty ,  a t  th e  home o f  Mrs. Mary dmith on Thursday, March 

f i r s t  a t  s i x  o*cIoclc in  th e  ev en in g . This n o t ic e  was in  

th r ee  i s s u e s  o f  t h i s  w eekly p ap er. The m eeting o f t h i s  same 

s o c ie t y  was a d v e r tis e d  March, the tw en ty -n in th  and A p ril the  

f i f t h  to  m eet aga in  on A p r il the e le v e n th . This i s  the on ly  

ev id en ce  to  be found o f  any s o c i a l  a c t iv i t y  in  t h i s  e a r ly  

p e r io d  o u ts id e  o f  th o se  o f  church and home. G eorgia was a  

f r o n t ie r  oolony and sp a r s e ly  s e t t l e d .

A fte r  the r e v o lu t io n , im m igration  was e x te n s iv e . The 

f r o n t ie r  f i l l e d  v ery  q u ick ly  and was pushed fa r th e r  w e st . The 

tow ns, a lr e a d y  s e t t l e d ,  grew r a p id ly  la r g e r . With t h i s  g rea t  

in f lu x  o f  p e o p le , th e  s o c ia l  p ic tu r e  was changed. Mrs. H i l l -  

h ou se , who em igrated  from M assachusetts w ith  her husband, to
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W ashington, G eorg ia , j u s t  f i f t y  years a f t e r  O glethorpe*s

a r r i v a l ,  w rote to  her fa th e r ,  MThe in h a b ita n ts  are very

numerous around us tho* but a few  in  the town but th ose  in
1

th e  town v ery  compact11.

Savannah and Augusta were f a s t  becoming c i t i e s  and 

w ith  t h i s  grow th o f  p o p u la tio n , came v a r ie d  farms o f en ter ­

ta in m en t, c u ltu r a l  and o th e r w ise . A lo v e  o f  m usic was 

c a te r e d  to  by many c o n c e r ts  from tim e to  tim e , t h i s  n o t ic e  

appeared in  th e  G azette  o f  th e  S ta te  o f G eorgia February 10 , 

1785:

Concert
On Tuesday ev en in g , th e  15 th  i n s t .  a t  
th e  Court House i n  Savannah w i l l  be 
perform ed fo r  th e  b e n e f i t  o f  Capt. John 
H ew ill
A co n cer t o f Instrum ental Musick c o n s is t in g  
o f  v i o l i n s  German f l u t e s ,  c la r in e t s ,  French  
h orn s, basoon , e tc*
T ick e ts  to  be had a t  th e  Hew in n  and a t  
th e  P r in t in g  O ffic e  a t  One D o lla r  each*

The p e o p le  o f Augusta a l s o  enjoyed  th e advantage o f b e in g

a b le  t o  a tte n d  c o n c e r ts . This ad vertisem en t appeared in  the

G eorgia  G azette  or Independent R e g is t e r %January 5 , 1789,

Concert
Th® su b scr ib er  re tu rn s  h is  most g r a te fu l  
thanks to  h is  p u b lic  fo r  t h e ir  former 
fa v o r s  and b e in g  about to  le a v e  t h is  
p la c e ,  p rop oses to  e n te r ta in  fo r  the l a s t  
tim e the in h a b ita n ts  o f Augusta and i t s  
v i c i n i t y  a t  th e  house o f Hr. Wombersie

On Tuesday n ext The 8th  in s ta n t  w ith  
t h i s  perform ance o f

A Concert
V ocal and in stru m en ta l Music HArpischord, .

1 «D escendants o f F ir s t  G eorgia Woman E ditor Columbus
C it iz e n s ’1, Columbus E nquirer. Sunday, A p r il 2 3 , 1928,
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G la r in e t t ,  e t c . ,  e t c . ,  and hopes 
L ad ies and Gentlemen w i l l  favor  him 
w ith  th e ir  company*

To b e g in  p r e c i s e ly  a t 7 o*clook  
T ic k e ts  a t  h a lf  a  D o lla r  each or 7 s .  
medium may be had e ith e r  a t the  
p r in t in g  O ff ic e  or th e  S u b scr ib ers  
N .B . C o lon els M ilton  and M artin , Managers 

Claude Simon

The co n cer t must have su rp assed  h is  fo n d est hopes fo r  he 

a d v e r tis e d  a n o th er , January 22nd, as p o s t iv e ly  h is  l a s t  

perform ance. O ften  re tu r n  engagements spoke fo r  the popu­

l a r i t y  o f  an en terta in m en t su ch  as th e  fo llo w in g s

Grand Concert 
By P a r t ic u la r  D esire  
The p a r t ic u la r s  o f w hich w i l l  be 
ex p ressed  in  th e  B i l l s  o f  the day 

The P u b lic  may r e s t  a ssu red  
th a t  no p a in s  w i l l  be sp ared  to  
render th e  en terta in m en t as agree­
a b le  a s  the form er; As Mr, Goodwin 
and Mrs. Decker who have j u s t  a rr iv ed  
w i l l  make th e ir  f i r s t  appearance o f  
t h i s  se a so n  September 6th ,

M usical c o n c er ts  were not th e  o n ly  en terta in m en ts a s

th e  th e a te r  came in  fo r  a  l im ite d  share o f  a t t e n t io n .  This

in t e r e s t in g  n o t ic e  appeared in  th e  G azette o f  the S ta te  o f

G eorgia Septem ber 15th;, 1785:

By p erm issio n  
At the th e a tr e  in  Savannah On 
Thursday even in g  th e  22nd i n s t .
September w i l l  be p r e sen ted  fo r  
c h a r ita b le  pu rp oses by a s e t  o f  
gentlem en the tragedy o f

THE ORPHAN OR THE UNHAPPY 
MARRIAGE -  to  w hich w i l l  be added 

the c e le b r a te d  fa r c e  o f  
THE OLD MAID 

A p ro logu e  s u ita b le  w i l l  be d e liv e r e d .

2 A dvertisem ent in  Columbian Museum and Savannah 
A d v e r t is e r , Tuesday, S e p t. 6 , 1796.



92

Between th e  a c t s  S e le c t  p ie c e s  
o f  M usick

T ick ets  to  he had a t  
M essrs N io t t a ’ s and B r ic e* s  
Counting House, Johnson’s  Square 
o n ly  p r ic e  4s • 8 d*

The Door to  he opened a t  H alf 
p a s t  F ive o ’c lo c k  and th e  C urtain  
to  r i s e  a t  H alf p a s t  S ix .
N.B* Na p erso n  can  he ad m itted  
beh in d  th e  scen es  and no money 
w i l l  he r e c ’d a t  the door  

V iva t H ep u h lica l

Toward th e  c lo s e  o f  th e  cen tu ry  th e re  was formed in  Savannah

and a s s o c ia t io n  v ery  s im ila r  to  th e  «L i t t l e  Theatre" o f  today .

I t  was known a s  th e  T halian  A s s o c ia t io n . I t s  a c t i v i t i e s  a re

shown in  th e  fo llo w in g  n o t ic e ,

T halian  A s so c ia t io n  
This i n s t i t u t i o n ,  having p u b lic  u t i l i t y  
in  view  con tem p lates c o n tr ib u tin g  to  the  
amusement o f th e  In h a b ita n ts  o f t h i s  c i t y  
fo r  a  sh o r t  t im e .

The E x h ib it io n s  o f t h i s  a s s o c ia t io n  
w i l l  commence on Saturday th e  19 th  i n s t .  
w ith  the

TRAGEDY OF CATO 
In trod u ctory  to  which w i l l  be d e liv e r e d  an

ORATION
Which w i l l  d ev e lo p s the p r in c ip le s  o f  the  
a s s o c ia t io n  and w i l l  a ls o  be a p p lic a b le  
to  th e  Tragedy; to  which w i l l  be added a  

M usical E ntertainm ent 
To b e  conducted by a  number o f  Gentlemen 
o f t h i s  p la c e

P a r t ic u la r s  in  th e  b i l l s  o f th e  day  
T ick ets  to  be had a t  the o f f i c e  o f  

th e  th e a tr e .

T his ven tu re  must have proved very p op u lar , fo r  in  the March 

5tia i s s u e  o f  t h i s  newspaper, th ere  was a  n o t ic e  th a t the  

fo u r th  perform ance was p ostp on ed . A lso  an ad vertisem en t  

appeared March 22nd, 1799.

3 A d vertisem ent in  Columbian Museum and Savannah 
A d v e r t is e r , January 15 , 1799.
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T halian  A s so c ia t io n  
(The l a s t  n ig h t  but one)

This even in g  w i l l  be p resen ted  the 2nd 
tim e (by p a r t ic u la r  r e q u e s t)  
the tragedy o f

THE GAMESTER 
to  which w i l l  be added

THE PURSE or BENEVOLENT TAR 
P a r t ic u la r s  in  the B i l l s  o f  th e  day*

Tfce Academic S o c ie ty  o f fe r e d  another form o f  e n te r ta in ­

m ent, th a t o f  d eb a tin g  on cu rren t t o p ic s .  Of cou rse  as on 

th e  s t a g e ,  men o n ly  d id  th e  perform ingbut la d ie s  were in v i t e d  

to  the perform ances* A n o t ic e  appeared in  th e  G eorgia  

G azette  or Independent R e g is te r  August 1 6 , 1788 ,

Academic S o c ie ty

The s o c ie t y  w i l l  m eet a t  th e  Academy 
on Sat* 1 6 th  in s t*  and d is c u s s  the  
fo l lo w in g  q u e s t io n :

" is  i t  c o n s is t e n t  w ith  th e  
p o l i c y  o f  the American R ep u b lic  to  
e s t a b l i s h  a  navy?"
The doors w i l l  be opened and th e  
d eb a tes  commenced a t  th ree  o 1c lo c k  
p r e c is e ly *  The S o c ie ty  hopes to  be  
honored w ith  th e  company o f  a l l  
L ad ies and G entlem en, who may f in d  
i t  con ven ien t to  a tte n d .

L ater they a d v e r t is e d  another m eeting when the q u es tio n  to  

be d ebated  w as, *Would u n iv e r sa l t o le r a t io n  in  r e l ig io n  be 

c o n s is t e n t  w ith  good governm ent?*■ This i s  ex trem ely  

in t e r e s t in g  in  v iew  o f  th e  f a c t  th a t  th e se  q u es tio n s  were 

uppermost in  th e  minds o f the p eop le  a l l  over the country  

in  d is c u s s io n  o f th e  c o n s t itu t io n *

A l l  th e  amusements thus fa r  d is c u sse d  have been  in  the  

c u ltu r a l  c la s s  o f en ter ta in m en t. Of course the g r e a te r  

number and v a r ie ty  were o f  much l ig h t e r  v e in . 0# th e s e ,
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th e r e  were e x h ib it io n s  o f  m arble com p osition  e .g .  f ig u r e s  o f  

th e  l a t e  r o y a l fa m ily  o f  Prance a d v e r tis e d  in  the Columbian 

Museum and Savannah A d v e r t is e r , Tuesday, March 2 0 , 1798.

A lso  n o t ic e  o f  a  waxwork e x h ib it io n  was in  th e  same p ap er , 

to  be h e ld  fo r  a  week b eg in n in g  January 8 , 1799, w ith  

a d m ission  o f  h a l f - d o l la r  fo r  grown f o l k s ,  and c h ild r e n  h a lf  

p r ic e .  This form o f  en ter ta in m en t was very  popular and 

fo llo w e d  th e  r a ce s  from town to  town. An e lep h an t was 

f i r s t  e x h ib ite d  in  New York in  1792. A s im ila r  e x h ib it io n  

d id  n o t rea c h  Savannah u n t i l  7 years l a t e r .  I t  was so  

popular th a t i t  rem ained th ere  from March 22nd to  A p r il 1 0 th , 

1799 . Th© ad m ission  was o n e -h a lf  d o l la r .

Two very  c r u e l amusements o f  the tim e were cock f ig h t in g

and gander p u l l in g .  The f i r s t  o f th e se  needs no e x p la n a tio n

b u t th e  secon d  w i l l  be understood  by the fo llo w in g  d e s c r ip t io n :

A co n sid er a b le  number o f p erson s o f  
d i f f e r e n t  a g e s , s e x e s ,  s i z e s  and com­
p le x io n s  c o l le c t e d  from r iv a l  towns 
and country around. But few  fem ales  
were th e r e  how ever, and th o se  few  
were from the lo w e st  walks o f  l i f e .
A c ir c u la r  p a th  o f  about f o r t y  yards 
diam eter had a lre a d y  been  la id  ou t;  
over w h ich , from two p o s ts  about ten  
f e e t  a p a r t , s tr e tc h e d  a  rop e , the m iddle  
o f  w hich was d i r e c t ly  over the p a th .
The rope hung lo o s e ly ,  so  as to  a llo w  
i t ,  w ith  the w eigh t o f a gander 
a tta c h e d  to  i t ,  to  v ib r a te  in  an arc  
o f  four or f i v e  f e e t  span , and so  as  
to  b r in g  th e  b r e a s t  o f  the gander 
w ith in  b a r e ly  easy  rea ch  o f  a man o f  
m iddle s ta tu r e  upon a h orse  o f  common 
s i z e .  A hat was now handed to  su ch  as  
w ished  to  en ter  the l i s t ;  and th ey  
threw in to  i t  tw e n ty -f iv e  c e n ts  each .
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This sum was th e  v i c t o r f s p r iz e  «
The gander*s f e e t  were t i e d  and pu t
on th e  ro p e , i t s  neck was g r ea se d . Men
on h orse-h ack  rode around the r in g  
rea ch in g  fo r  th e  gander*s n eck . The 
on e , who cou ld  h o ld  th e  neck lo n g  
enough to  p u l l  th e  gander from th e  
ro p e , was d e c la r ed  th e  w in n er . That 
th e  neck o f  th e  poor gander was alw ays 
broken in  th e  p r o c e s s ,  took  n oth in g  
from the p le a su r e  o f  the sp o r t fo r  
th e  p a r t ic ip a n ts  and the o n - lo o k e r s , 4

Few women a tten d ed  su ch  sp o r ts  a s  c o c k -f ig h t in g  and

gander p u l l in g  but h orse r a c in g  was v ery  pop u lar w ith  th e

l a d i e s ,  a s  w e l l  a s  w ith  th e  gen tlem en . They c a l le d  i t  a t

th a t t im e , MThe Turf1*. The fo llo w in g  i s  an e x c e l le n t

d e s c r ip t io n  o f  a  h orse  ra ce  o f t h i s  tim e:

Crowde o f  p erson s of a l l  a g e s ,  s e x e s ,  
c o n d it io n s , and com plexions were seen  
moving toward the b o o th s; some on f o o t ,  
some on h orseback , some in  g i g s ,  some in  
c a r r ia g e s , some in  c a r t s ,  and some in  
wagons. The c a r r ia g e s  (g e n e r a lly  f i l l e d  
w ith  w e ll-d r e s s e d  la d i e s )  arranged  
th em selves about t h ir t y  or fo r ty  p aces  
from th e  s t a r t in g - p o in t ,  towards the  
c en tr e  o f  th e  t u r f .  Around th e se  c ir c le d  
many young gentlem en , each r id in g  h is  
p r e t t i e s t ,  w h ip p in g , sp u rr in g , and curbing  
h is  horse in to  th e  most engaging a n t ic s ,  
and g iv in g  v i s i b l e  token th a t  he thought 
every  eye from th e  c a r r ia g e s  was on him, and 
every  h ea rt overpowered by h is  horsem anship.
As many more p l i e d  betw een the b ooth s and 
c a r r ia g e s ,  b e a r in g  m essages, rum ors, a p p le s ,  
o ra n g es, r a i s i n s ,  lemonade and punch.

HBut s u r e ly  no la d y  drank th e  punch!w 
wyes, th r e e  o f them d id ; and i f  I 

know what la r g e  sw allow s mean, they loved  
i t  to o . But th ey  d id n *t d r in k  lo n g . The 
l a d ie s  ought to  be inform ed, however, th a t  
a countryman p a ss in g  them ob served , MThe

4 Augustus L o n g stre e t , G eorgia Scenes C haracters 
In c id e n ts  e t c .  in  th e  F ir s t  H alf Century o f  the R epublic  
(New Yo^k, 1 8 6 0 ) , p p . 1 5 1 -2 . H ereafter  r e fe r r e d  to  as 
L o n g str e e t , G eorgia S cen es .
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way them women lo v e  punch i s  n oth ing  
to  nobody! ** . . .  Men, women and c h ild r e n ,  
w h ite s , and h la c k s  were a l l  h e t t in g .  . . .
A h orse f e l l  and h i l l e d  h is  r id e r .  »»i 
declare**, s a id  Mrs. B lu e , as her 
c a rr ia g e  w heeled o f f ,  **had i t  n ot been  
fo r  th a t l i t t l e  a c c id e n t ,  the sp o r t  
would have been  d e lig h tfu l.* *  . . .  Men 
a l l  agreed  th a t  th ey  had never w itn essed  
su ch  sp o r t  in  a l l  th e ir  l i v e s . 5

The m ost pop u lar amusement Of the e ig h te e n th  oentury

was d a n cin g . This was tr u e  o f  country  as w e l l  as o f town.

L o n g street g iv e s  us a  d e l ig h t f u l  d e s c r ip t io n  o f th e  dan cin g

o f  h is  you th  in  the l a t t e r  p a r t o f  the e ig h te e n th  cen tu ry .

Dancing was r e a l l y ,  in  th o se  d a y s , a  
merry-making b u s in e s s .  Except the  
m in u et, w hich was in trod u ced  on ly  to  
te a c h  u s the g r a c e s;  and th e  congo, 
w hich was on ly  to  chase away the  
s o le m n it ie s  o f  the m inu et, j o v i a l ,  
h ea rt s t i r r i n g ,  f o o t - s t i r r in g  amuse­
m ent. We had none o f  your m athem atical 
c o t i l l o n s ;  none o f  your immodest 
w a ltz e s ;  none o f  your d e t e s t a b le ,  
d is g u s t in g  g a llq p a d e s . The w a ltz  
would have crim soned the cheek o f every  
young la d y  who a tten d ed  a b a l l  in  my 
day; and had th e  g a llo p a d e  been commenced 
in  the b a ll-ro o m  i t  would have ended in  the  
s t r e e t .  I  am happy to  say  th a t  th e  
w a ltz  has met w ith  b u t very l i t t l e  
encouragement in  G eorgia as y e t ;  the  
g a llo p a d e  w ith  none. Ye f a i r  o f my 
n a t iv e  lan d ) Ye daughters o f  a  modest 
race.' B lush  them away from the s o i l ,  
w h ich  your m others honored by th e ir  
example and co n secra ted  w ith  th e ir  
a s h e s 1 Born to  woman’s  l o f t i e s t  
d e s t i n i e s ,  i t  i l l  becomes you to  stoop  
from your h igh  e s ta t e  to  ape the  
in d e c e n c ie s  o f  Europe’s s la v e s .  I t  
i s  yours to  command, not to  obey. Let 
v ic e  approach you in  what form she may 
-  as th e  hand maid o f w it  and t a l e n t s ,  
the m is tr e s s  o f  c o u r ts , or the queen of  
fa sh io n  f a i l  n ot to  meet her w ith  the  
frown o f in d ig n a n t v ir tu e  and the f lu s h  
o f o ffen d ed  m odesty. There i s  a m ajesty  in

5 L o n g s t r e e t ,  G eo rg ia  S c e n e s , p p . 152-160 .
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th e se  w hich  has ever commanded her 
homage. There i s  a lo v e l in e s s  in  
th e se  w hich w i l l  e v e r  command th e  
ad m iration  o f th e  w orld . 6

The d an cin g  in  the c i t y  was a s  d i f f e r e n t  from th a t of th e

country  in  th o se  tim es a s  i t  i s  tod ay . F o rtu n a te ly  L o n g street

has g iv e n  us a d e s c r ip t io n  o f b o th . In  th e  c i t y ,  he d e sc r ib e d

a  b a l l  he attended* M usic was fu rn ish ed  by negroes n e a t ly

d r e s se d . The band c o n s is te d  o f  th r ee  p&tf ofm ers on the

v i o l i n ,  one on the tambourine and one on the t r ia n g le .  The

accou n t i s  b e s t  quoted in  p a r t:

The dancing o f  the la d ie s  was w ith  few  
e x c e p t io n s  much a f t e r  the same fa s h io n .

1 found n o t th e  l e a s t  d i f f i c u l t y  in  
r e s o lv in g  i t  in to  the th r ee  m otions o f  
a  tu rk ey -co ck  s t r u t t in g ,  a  sparrow-hawk 
l ig h t in g  and a  duck w a lk in g . Let the  
read er suppose a la d y  b eg in n in g  a s t r u t  
a t  her own p la c e ,  and ending i t  ( p r e c i s e ly  
as does th e  tu rk ey -co ck ) th r e e  f e e t  nearer  
th e  gentlem an o p p o s ite  her; then  g iv in g  th ree  

sparrow-hawk b ob s, and th en  w addling back  
to  her p la c e  l i k e  a  duck, and he w i l l  have 
a  p r e t ty  c o r r e c t  id e a  o f  the d an cin g . . . .
T here was a s  l i t t l e  v a r i e ty  i n  th e  g e n t l e ­
m e n ^  d a n c in g  a s  th e r e  was i n  th e  lad ie s* .
Any one who has se en  a  gentlem an c lea n  mud 
o f f  h is  sh o es on a door-m at has seen  
n e a r ly  a l l  o f  i t ;  th e  p r in c ip a l  d if fe r e n c e  
b e in g  th a t some scraped w ith  a  p u l l  o f  the  
f o o t ,  some w ith  a  push  and some w ith  b o th . . . .

The dance was known as a C o t i l lo n , T ick ets  
were drawn fo r  p a r tn e rs  and f i v e  s e t s  o f  
o o t i l lo n s  cou ld  occupy the f lo o r  a t  a tim e.
. . .  A sp le n d id  supper was prepared a t  
12 o 'c lo c k  and the young la d ie s  a te  alm onds, 
r a i s i n s ,  a p p le s ,  o ra n g es, J e l l y ,  s i l la b u b ,  
c u sta r d , candy, sugar plum s, k is s e s  and cake, 
a s i f  they  had been owing them an o ld  
grudge . 7

® L o n g s t r e e t .> G eorg ia  S c e n e s , pp . 160-161 .

7 I b i d ,  p p . 1 6 8 -1 7 3 .
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One o f  the managers r e fu se d  to  g iv e  out th e  t i c k e t s  fo r  the  

d a n c in g , sa y in g  th a t i t  was q u ite  u n fash ion ab le  in  New York 

to  b e g in  dan cin g  b e fo r e  n in e  o * c lo c k .

The cou ntry  dance was q u ite  d i f f e r e n t .  A gain L on gstreet  

is . the a u th o r ity . He d e sc r ib ed  a  dance which he had a tten d ed  

i n  one o f  th e  f r o n t ie r  c o u n tie s  a t  th e  home o f a  m a g is tr a te .  

This dance began a t  10 A,11, The g u e s ts  began to  a r r iv e  a t  

9;30# The g i r l s  o f  the household had been  d re sse d  fo r  the  

o c c a s io n  s in c e  9 o * c lo c k . The lo g  house had been d ism an tled  

o f  fu r n itu r e  in  order to  g iv e  room fo r  th e  d a n c in g . The 

m usic was fu r n ish e d  by a negr© B i l l y  P o r te r , w ell-know n  

throughout G eorg ia , fo r  h i s  h an d lin g  o f  the v i o l i n ,  Th® 

dance was th e  r ep u b lica n  s i x - r e e l .  They began as soon as  

th e  g u e s ts  a r r iv ed  and danced u n t i l  noon, when th e  w ife  o f  

th e  household  w ith  th e  h e lp  o f  kind n eigh b ors serv ed  a  

din ner on ta b le s  s e t  up under the t r e e s .  There was p le n ty  o f  

fo o d  bu t i t  was very  p la in  f a r e .  The young fo lk s  h u rried  

through th e  m eal in  order to  g e t  back to  th e ir  d an cin g . When 

th e  o ld er  f o l k  had f in is h e d  e a t in g  and w ashing th e  d is h e s ,  , 

th ey  came in to  the house where the young f o lk s  i n s i s t e d  on 

them ta k in g  a  round, w hich th ey  d id  much to  the amusement 

o f  th e  o n - lo o k e r s . Late in  the a ftern o o n  the dance wound up 

w ith  a  merry o ld  j i g  and the company d isp e r se d . Dancing 

con tin u ed  to  be th e  most popular amusement u n t i l  d r iv en  out 

by the B a p t is t s  and M eth od ists in  th e  e a r ly  n in e te e n th  cen tu ry .

0
T .n rtpstreet . * Georgia S c e n e s t pp. 6 - E l .
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Toward the c lo s e  o f th e  e ig h te e n th  cen tu ry  churches 

became th e  c e n te r s  o f s o c ia l  a c t i v i t i e s  e s p e c ia l ly  in  the  

country* They h e ld  " s in g s" , which a t t r a c te d  th o se  who 

could  s in g ,  and th o se  who thought th ey  c o u ld . Church was 

o f t e n  th e  o n ly  r e c r e a t io n  enjoyed  by th e  f r o n t ie r  f o lk  -  

church and the v i s i t i n g  o f th e ir  n e ig h b o rs , afterw ard*

The oou rtin g  o f the young people took  p la c e  on the way to  

and from church . A r e v iv a l  m eeting was look ed  upon by the 

young la d ie s  a s  a n  opportune tfcne f o r  con q u ests o f t i e  

h e a r t . In a l e t t e r  from a young G eorgia g i r l ,  l a t e l y  an 

em igrant from V ir g in ia  to her c o u s in  back home, t h i s  

f a c t  i s  brought out s

June 7 A .D . 1790
Di C ousin

I  have t h i s  op p ortu n ity  to w r ite  to  
you . I inform  you th a t  I  am w e l l  a t  
p r e sen t *tho I have noth ing stra n g e  to  
w r ite .  The lo s s  o f your company i s  
g r e a t .  I  can inform  you th a t  I  saw T.G. 
a few days a g o . He was w e ll*  I  am v ery  
so r ry  you was n o t a t  the m eeting* I  
saw a number o f young gentlem en but I  
must inform  you th a t  I d id  not g e t  but 
Two Sw eethearts*  I f  I  cou ld  see  you I cou ld  
t e l l  you a g r e a t  lo n g .s t r in g  I hope I  s h a l l  
Say b e fo re  lo n g . W rite to  me -  I  have no 
more r excuse bad w r it in g .  Give my 
compl to M iss S . 9

P.C*

9 A p r iv a te  c o l l e c t io n  o f  l e t t e r s  o f S a lly  Tate Anthony 
now in  p o s se s s io n  o f Mrs* Edward Inlanders, Macon, Georgia* 
These l e t t e r s  were cop ied  by M iss Anthony and her b ro th er , 
M ilto n , and bound i n  a Hew York Herald dated May 1 9 , 1803. 
T his i s  covered  on th e  o u t s i d e  w ith  book m u slin . The p refa ce

O  i\
*  ̂ , S' ' V
£ r S  ‘V
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E v id e n tly  the young lad y  counted the r e v iv a l  m eeting  a 

f a i lu r e  because i t  n e t te d  her o n ly  two con q u ests o f the 

h eart*  Along t h i s  l in e  i t  should be added th a t  weddings 

were g r e a t  o c c a s io n s  in  th o se  tim es# They were sumptuous 

a f f a i r s  la s t in g  over  a p e r io d  of th r e e  o r  more days* The 

o ld  custom s o f  " In fa ir s"  w ere p op u lar  where the wedding 

f e s t i v i t i e s  were tr a n s fe r r e d  to  the groom ’ s home* Rich  

and poor a l ik e  gave what th e y  cou ld  to make t h i s  an 

o c c a s io n  to  be remembered#

A fte r  rea d in g  an account o f  the amusements, one 

m i^ it conclude th a t  th e  Georgia p io n ee rs  had a p r e tty  

good tim e a f t e r  a l l ,  but one must n ot lo s e  s ig h t  o f  

the f a c t  th a t  th e s e  p le a su r e s  were n ot u n iv e r s a l  and 

t&at they  were t o  be found sp r in k le d  s p a r s e ly  through  

the f a r  g r e a te r  hard sh ip s and s tr u g g le s  o f the period*

to 1h i s  c o l l e c t i o n  i s  a s  f o l lo w s :

" P refa c io I

To the r ea d er : The fo llo w in g  S e le c t io n  o f l e t t e r s  are
th o se  which I  have Recr o f  my a s s o c ia t e s  a s  w e l l  a s  my answ ers 
to  them from A.D . 1788 . TJntil the p resen t Date (B eing alw ays 
fond to  promote & S o c ia l  correspondence w ith  my f r ie n d s )  And 
c h i e f l y  fo r  my own s a t i s f a c t io n ,  I  have com piled them in  th is  
sm a ll T r e a t is e ,  S#T#A*n

H er ea fte r  t h i s  c o l l e c t i o n  w i l l  be r e fe r r e d  to a s  
Anthony L e tte r s#



CHAPTER V I II .

EDUCATION FOR WOMEN IN GEORGIA IN 

THE EIGHTEENTH CENTURY.

In  th e  b eg in n in g  th e re  was l i t t l e  to  su g g e s t  th a t

G eorgia w ould le a d  th e  w orld  in  e s t a b l i s h in g  th e  f i r s t

c o l le g e  ch a r tered  to  co n fer  d eg rees on women* During th e

f i r s t  tw enty years w h ile  G eorgia was under the T r u ste es ,

l i t t l e  a t t e n t io n  was p a id  to  s c h o o ls  or ohurches. There

was a  ta b e rn a c le  and a  sc h o o l in  Savannah, and a f t e r  th e

colon y became a r o y a l p r o v in c e , a  church and a  sc h o o l was

e s ta b l is h e d  a t  E benezer.^  D e > Brahm d e sc r ib e d  c u ltu r e  in

America and G eorgia as fo l lo w s :

N a tiv e s  in  America are in  g e n e r a l o f  
v ery  " e le v a ted  S p ir its "  but have l i t t l e  
e d u c a tio n . Some however by read in g  good  
au th ors a cq u ire  r e a l  knowledge and g r e a t  
wisdom. A fter  a cq u ir in g  e s t a t e s  they  
were in  easy  c ircu m stan ces and cou ld  
d ev o te  much tim e to  read in g  and w r it in g .
There were some o f th e  European lu s c u r ie s  I s ic J  
su ch  a s b a l l s ,  m asquerades, operas and p lays*  

Almost every  house in  America has 
some ch o ice  a u th o r s , i f  n o t l ib r a r ie s *  
o f  R e l ig io n s ,  p h i lo s o p ic a l  and P o l i t i c a l  
w r ite r s .  B o o k se lle r s  import th e  newest 
e d i t io n s  which soon f in d  adm irers and 
p u rc h a ser s .

The p ro v in ce  o f G eorgia was 
s c a r c e ly  s e t t l e d  t h ir t y  years b e fo re  th ere  
were th ree  f in e  l ib r a r i e s  in  Savannah, the  
fo u r th  a t  E benezer, the f i f t h  on the  
Savannah R iver 9 6 -3 /4  m ile s  from th e  s e a .

1 George Gilman Sm ith, The S tory  o f G eorgia and 
G eorgia p e o p le  1 7 3 2 -1860 , (Macon, 1 9 0 0 ) , pp . 55-37*  
H erea fter  r e fe r r e d  to  a s  Sm ith, H istory  o f G eorgia .
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In  th e s e  l ib r a r i e s  were books 
w r it te n  in  the G aidai o , Hebrew,
A ra b ie , S ir ia n , C o p tic , M alabar,
Greek, L a tin , French, German,
S p an ish , Dutch and E nglish*

As De Brahm l iv e d  in  G eorgia a t  th e  tim e , h i s  d e s c r ip t io n

must be a c ce p ted  a s  a u th e n t ic  bu t the q u e s t io n  a r is e s  a s  to

th e  v a lu e  o f  su ch  a  l ib r a r y  when so  few  were even a b le  to

read  E n glish *

Mr* W h it f ie ld 's  Orphan Ihuse was a  sc h o o l a s  w e ll  a s  

a  home, th e r e fo r e  i t  must be m entioned in  a  d is c u s s io n  o f  

ed u ca tio n  o f  t h i s  e a r ly  p eriod *  A tr a v e le r  in  America 

v i s i t e d  t h i s  ven tu re  becau se  i t  had s t i r r e d  up so  much 

cosanent in  Europe* To him we a re  in d eb ted  fo r  a d e s c r ip t io n  

o f  t h i s  orphans' home* I t  was a square b u ild in g  o f  v ery  

la r g e  d im en sion s, i t s  fou n d ation s and chimneys o f  b r ic k  

w h ile  th e  r e s t  o f  th e  su p e rstru c tu re  was o f  wood. The 

whole was l a i d  out in  a neat and e le g a n t  manner w ith  a  kind  

o f  p ia z z o  work surrounding i t  w hich made i t  a  p le a sa n t  r e t r e a t  

i n  summer. The H all and a l l  i t s  apartm ents were commodious 

and p r e t t i l y  fu rn ish ed *  The gardens were very  e x te n s iv e  

and w e ll-k e p t*  I t  had in  i t  p la n ts  and f r u i t s  o f a lm ost 

every  clim e* The t r a v e le r  s a id  th ey  were r e c e iv e d  by th e  

S u p erin ten d en t, Mr. B arker, a d is s e n t in g  m in is te r  in  a  

g e n te e l  and f r ie n d ly  manner* The household  was a t  d inner  

when th ey  a r r iv e d , th e  whole fa m ily  a t  one t a b le .  There w ere ,

2 p e Brahm, H is to ry  o f G e o rg ia , p p . 463 o r 437, 464 o r 438
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b e s id e s  Mr. B arker, the sch oo lm aster  and some women, about 

f o r t y  young p erso n s o f  b o th  se x e s  d r e sse d  very n e a t ly  and 

d e c e n t ly .  A fte r  d in n er they r e t i r e d ,  th e  boys to  sc h o o l  

and th e  g i r l s  to  th e ir  sp in n in g  and k n i t t in g .  The v i s i t o r  

s a id  he v i s i t e d  th e  orphans* home Hpre—p o s s e s s  *d w ith  a  bad 

o p in io n  o f  th e  i n s t i t u t i o n .  I made a l l  the In q u r ie s  I  

c o u ld , and , in  sh o r t  became a con vert to  th e  D esign 11.

A s tr o n g  f in a n c ia l  su pp orter o f  W h it f ie ld 's  experim ent 

was S e lin a  S h i? ley>  co u n te ss  dowager o f  H untingdon. Because  

o f  t h i s ,  sh e  m er its  e s p e c ia l  a t t e n t io n  in  th e  h is to r y  o f  

ed u ca tio n  in  G eorgia . This em in en tly  p io u s  la d y , second  

daughter o f  W ashington S h ir le y ,  second  l a r i  o f  F errara , 

was born in  1707 . She m arried  E& ophilus l a r i  o f  H intingdon  

by whom she had fou r son s and th ree  d a u g h ters . A fte r  a  

dangerous i l l n e s s  she was im pressed w ith  a s e r io u s  tu rn  o f  

mind and upon her reco v ery  d evoted  her whole tim e , fo r tu n e ,  

and a t t e n t io n  to  r e l i g i o n  and c h a r ity  -  to  th e  u t t e r  

aston ish m en t o f  a l l  the f in e  la d ie s  o f  the gay fa sh io n a b le  

w o rld . She became a p a tr o n e ss  o f Mr. W h it f ie ld 's  and the  

c a l v i n i s t i c  M eth o d ists , in  g e n e r a l. She gave a la r g e  

d on ation  to  th e  Orphans* Home i n  G eorgia and a id ed  

Mr. W h itf ie ld  c o n sid er a b ly  in  founding the la u d a b le  i n s t i t u ­

t io n .  I t  s a id  th a t  during her l i f e  she ap p rop riated  a t  

l e a s t  £ 1 0 0 ,0 0 0  S t e r l in g  fo r  p rop agation  o f  the g o sp e l and

® Edward Kim ber, O b se rv a tio n s  i n  A m erica , r e p r in t e d  
from  London M agazine , 1 7 4 ^ -^ T S a v an n a h , 1378)7
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to  i n s t i t u t i o n s  f a r  th e  r e l i e f  o f th e  poor* Her p o r t r a i t  

hung in  th e  O rp h a n s1 House when she  d ie d  i n  1791*^

W h it f ie ld  w ish ed  to  e s t a b l i s h  a c o l le g e  f o r  th e  young 

men o f th e  so u th *  He su c ce ed e d  in  g e t t i n g  the t r u s t e e s  to  

g r a n t  him  2 , 0 0 0  a c r e s  o f l a n d ,  in  a d d i t i o n  to  th e  1 , 0 0 0  

a c r e s  he  a l r e a d y  had  f o r  th e  o rp h an a g e , f o r  t h i s  p u rp o se*

He p la n n e d  to  go to  S ng land  to  g e t  money to  b u i ld  th e  

c o l l e g e ,  and s la v e s  to  c u l t i v a t e  th e  new la n d s  b u t he d ie d  

b e fo re  h i s  p la n  m a t e r i a l i z e d .  He l e f t  h i s  p r o p e r ty  to  h i s  

f r i e n d ,  la d y  H untingdon* Soon a f t e r  h i s  d e a th  the  orphanage 

b u i ld in g s  b u rn e d . She r e b u i l t  th e  h o u se  b u t i t  was n e v e r
g

p r o p e r ly  e s t a b l i s h e d  a s  a  c o lle g e *  A p p l ic a t io n  was made to  

th e  t r u s t e e s  to  g r a n t  H u tch in so n * s I s l a n d ,  o p p o s i te  Savannah 

to  la d y  H u n tin g d o n , who p ro m ised  to  p la c e  n e g ro e s  on i t  f o r  

c u l t i v a t i o n  o f r i c e  to  f u r n i s h  a  s u b s t a n t i a l  and perm anent 

su p p o r t  to  th e  Orphans* House* The p r o p o s i t io n  w as n o t  a g re e d  

to b u t  a t r a c t  o f 500 a c r e s  was g ra n te d  in  t r u s t  to  t h a t  l a d y  

who s to c k e d  i t  w ith  n e g ro e s  and  a t  h e r  d e ce ase  l e f t  a. l a r g e  

d o n a tio n  f o r  th e  u se  o f  t h i s  i n s t i t u t i o n *  A l l  honor and 

p r a i s e  a r e  due the  memory of t h i s  woman, who gave so 

l i b e r a l l y  o f h e r  i n t e r e s t  and money to  G eorgia and to  th e  

s o u th .  R e c e n tly  a  p ro m in en t c o l le g e  in  Alabama has h o n o red  

ifae name o f  t h i s  p u b l i c - s p i r i t e d  woman b y  c h a n g i t s  name

^ Hugh M cC all, The H is to ry  o f G eorgia (Savannah, 1811 
and 1816 ; r e p r i n t e d  A t la n ta ,  1909J, p .  228*

5 S m ith , H is to r y  o f G e o rg ia , pp . 64 -6 5 .

6  M cC all, A H is to ry  o f  G e o rg ia , p . 146.



105

to  Huntingdon C ollege*  Thus we have a p ic tu r e  o f  the  

e d u c a tio n a l f a c i l i t i e s  o f t h i s  e a r ly  period# The o p p o r tu n it ie s  

f o r  ed u ca tio n  were few and women were tr a in e d  on ly  in  th e  

a r t s  o f  th e  home k n it  t in g  and sp in n in g .

U n t i l  a f t e r  th e  R e v o lu tio n , a l l  o f G eorgia excep t th e  

o ld e r  towns was f r o n t ie r  cou n try , i t  was im p o ss ib le  to  have 

r eg u la r  s c h o o ls  under p io n eer  c o n d itio n s#  The la c k  o f  

ed u ca tio n  among the b e t t e r  c la s s e s  was th e  r e s u lt#  Many men 

owning 1,000  a c r e s  o f  lan d  cou ld  on ly  s ig n  th e ir  names and 

many o f  th e  b e s t  women had never sp en t a  day in  th e  sc h o o l  

room# R ecords from th e Court o f th e  Ordinary o f W ilkes 

County show th a t  f i v e  ou t o f s ix t e e n  w i l l s  had marks on 

them in s te a d  o f  s ig n a tu re s#  Few women whose s ig n a tu r e s
7were a tta c h e d  to  w i l l s  b e fo r e  1811 cou ld  read  or w r i t e .

In  in v e n to r ie s  o f  e s t a t e s  from 1777-1783 in  W ilkes 

County, th e  f i r s t  f i v e  had on ly  four b ook s, va lued  a t

6 s h i l l i n g s ;  th e  n ext fou r had one en try  o f  books coupled

w ith  s l e ig h s  b o th  va lu ed  a t  4 s h i l l i n g s ;  in  the next th r e e ,  

th e re  was b u t one book -  an o ld  testam en t; in  th e  next th r e e ,  

an en try  o f  one p a r c e l  o f  o ld  books va lued  a t  5 s h i l l i n g s ;  

i n  th e  n ext e ig h t ,  no m ention o f  books; in  the n ext f i v e ,

£ n  en try  o f  a  p rayer-book ; in  the next th r e e , one en try  o f

an  o ld  b ib le  and hymnbook; th e  n e x t , has an en try  o f  a

7 S m ith , H is to ry  o f G e o rg ia , p .  182#
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p a r c e l  o f  o ld  books va lu ed  a t  7s .  6d*; next th r e e , no en try  

o f  book s; th en  in  th e  n ext o n e , tomahawk, prayerbook , and 

te s ta m en t; i n  th e  n ext se v en , one b ib le ;  th e  n ext  

fo u r te e n  no books a t  a l l . 8 This i s  t y p ic a l  in  th e  f r o n t ie r  

com m unities and W ilkes County was s e t t l e d  in  th e  r e v o lu tio n a r y  

p e r io d  and im m ed iately  a f t e r ,  probably th e  rea so n  fo r  the  

s c a r c i t y  o f  books was due to  th e  f a c t  th a t  in  moving from  

V ir g in ia  and N orth C aro lin a , th ey  cou ld  b r in g  o n ly  th e  

im plem ents fo r  making a  l iv in g *

Not o n ly  was th ere  a la c k  o f  s c h o o ls ,  te a c h e r s  and books 

b u t therew as a  s tr o n g  sen tim en t a g a in s t  ed u ca tio n  fo r  women*

I t  was n ot co n sid ered  th e  th in g  fo r  g i r l s  to  stu d y  

A rith m etic*  However a s  th e  f r o n t ie r  became s e t t l e d ,  l i f e  

was not so  hard* p eo p le  began to  have more l e i s u r e  and 

"country11 s c h o o ls  came in to  e x is t e n c e  on th e  f r in g e s  o f  

c i v i l i z a t i o n  and i n  th e  c i t i e s  many p r iv a te  s c h o o ls  were 

opened. Sentim ent was changing from v io le n t  o p p o s it io n  to  

g i r l s  g e t t in g  an ed u ca tio n  to  m ild  in d if f e r e n c e .  The country  

s c h o o ls  r e c e iv e d  b o th  boys and g i r l s ,  fo r  th e se  sc h o o ls  were n ot  

e s ta b l is h e d  u n t i l  a f t e r  the R e v o lu tio n . In  th e  c i t i e s  i t  was 

th e  custom to  have sep a ra te  sc h o o ls  but th ere  were some 

a tten d ed  by b o th  s e x e s .

A good d e s c r ip t io n  o f a country sc h o o l o f 1790 was g iv en  

b y  b Q ogstreet in  h i s  book , G eorgia S cen es.

8 G ilm er, G e o rg ia n s , p p . 180-181 .
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I t  was a  s im p le  lo g -p e n  ab o u t tw en ty  
f e e t  s q u a re , with, a  doorw ay c u t ou t 
o f  th e  lo g s  to  w hich was f i t t e d  a  ru d e  
doo r made o f c la p b o a rd s  and swung on 
wooden h in g e s .  The ro o f  was co v ered  
w i th  c la p b o a rd s  a l s o ,  and r e t a i n e d  i n  
t h e i r  p la c e s  by heavy lo g s  p la c e d  on 
them* The chim ney was b u i l t  o f  l o g s ,  
d im in is h in g  i n  s iz e  from  th e  g round  to  
th e  to p ,  and o v e rs p re a d  in s id e  and  o u t 
w ith  r e d  c la y  m o r ta r .  The c l a s s i c - h u t  
o ccu p ied  -a lo n e ly  s p o t ,  o v e r-sh a d  owed 
by  raa ,lec tio  h i c k o r i e s  to w e rin g g 
p o p la r s  and s tro n g -a rm e d  o a k s .

P u p i ls  in  th e s e  c o u n try  sc h o o ls  s a t  on b enches of "puncheon s” .

In  G eorg ia  t h i s  term  m eant s p l i t  l o g s ,  w i th  t h e i r  f a c e s  a

l i t t l e  sm oothed w ith  th e  axe  o r h a t c h e t .  T h e ir  " to o ls  o f

l e a r n in g ” and th e  m ethods by w h ich  th e y  w ere ta u g h t w ere v e ry

c ru d e  b u t h a rd ly  a s  bad  a s  G ilm er p ic tu r e d  them when he s a i d ,

"The p re a c h e r  and s c h o o lm a s te r  w ere slow  to  r e a c h  the  o u t-

s k i r t  s e t t l e m e n ts  and th o se  who d id  w ere d runken  Irish m en  o r

d i s s o l u t e  V i r g in ia n s . ” E v id e n tly  t h i s  c o n d i t io n  was rem ed ied

f o r  l a t e r  i n  h i s  book G ilm er spoke v e ry  h ig h ly  o f  Duncan G.

C am pbell, a  t e a c h e r .  TtHe was e d u ca te d  a t  Chapel H i l l .  A f t e r

c o l le g e  g r a d u a t io n  he rem oved to  G eorg ia  and s e t t l e d  in

W ash ing ton , W ilkes C oun ty . H is f i r s t  employment was to  te a c h

th e  young l a d i e s  o f th e  tow n the  e lem en ts  o f  l e a r n i n g . ”

As w ould be e x p e c te d , sc h o o ls  in  th e  c i t i e s  o f Savannah

and A ugusta  had  d e v e lo p ed  b e fo re  th e  f r o n t i e r  had b een  s e t t l e d .

However, sc h o o ls  open to  g i r l s  ta u g h t  o n ly  n eed lew o rk ,
%

e m b ro id e ry , m u s ic , and  p o s s ib ly  d a n c in g . By 1784 se n tim e n t 

was c h a n g in g  and a s tu d y  o f th e  " th r e e  Hs” was opened to

9 p .9 5 .
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g i r l s  b u t n o t Greek and Latin* The ad vertisem en t below  

appeared in  th e  G eorgia G azette  Jan, 22nd, 1784*

A School
The su b scr ib er  in  a  former ad vertisem en t  
o f h is  r e l a t iv e  to  a s c h o o l , comuni- 
ca ted  t h i s  id e a  to  the p u b lic  th a t  he 
proposed to  a tten d  to  the Greek and L a tin  
Languages c h ie f ly  and t h i s  o f consequence  
would exclu d e  a l l  fe m a le s . Such a  sc h o o l  
was thought by s e v e r a l Gentlemen n ecessa ry  
and th a t s u f f i c i e n t  employment in  a l l  
p r o b a b i l i ty  m ight be had in  t h i s  way.
But experim ent having been f u l l y  made, i t  
appears th ere  cannot. The p u b lic k  are  
hereby n o t i f i e d  th a t  no age or se x  w i l l  
be o b jeo ted  a g a in s t ;  and t h a t ,  
a ccord in g  to  th e ir  a b i l i t y  and in c l in a t io n  
su ch  s tu d ie s  s h a l l  be  p a r t ic u la r ly  
a tten d ed  to  a s  w i l l  most conduce to  t h e ir  
b e n e f i t .  Young L ad ies may be in s tr u c te d  
in  W ritin g , /.A fith m H id k , S n g lis h  
Grammar Com position Geography, e t c .  and 
proper con ven ien ces p rov id ed  fo r  t M ir  

r e c e p t io n . A sc h o o l w i l l  th e r e fo r e  be 
con tin u ed  a t  th e  parsonage House i n  t h i s  
p la c e  i f  a  s u f f i c i e n t  number o f  v a r io u s  
a g e s , o f e ith e r  se x  apply by the 2nd day 
o f  February n e x t , to  the p u b lic k * s  very  
humble serv a n t

Samuel B ird  
Savannah Jan. 2 1 , 1784 .

I t  would seem th a t in s tr u c t io n  in  th e  sim p le  s u b je c ts  was 

opened to  g i r l s ,  n o t b ecau se  o f  demand or a b i l i t y  bu t b ecause  

P r o fe sso r  B ird  cou ld  not e x i s t  econ om ica lly  on th e  t u i t io n  

o f  the few  m ales in t e r e s t e d  i n  Greek and La^in. In  f a c t  

t h is  a d vertisem en t has a l l  th e  53 ear-m arks’5 o f d e fia n c e  

somewhat o f  t h i s  n a tu re , wI f  th ere  are n o t enough o f  you, 

young gentle  men who d e s ir e  th e  doors o f th e  G la s s ie s  opened 

to  you, th en  I w i l l  turn to  th a t v ery  degrading occu p ation

o f  tea c h in g  young la d ie s  th e ir  A B Os fo r  a f t e r  a l l  a man
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m ust live** . Be t h i s  a s  i t  may, soon a l l  s c h o o ls  were o f f e r in g  

o th e r  s u b je c t s  b e s id e s  th e  d om estic  a r ts*

That s c h o o ls  were n o t popular i s  shown by the many 

f a i lu r e s  o f  th e se  p r iv a te  ventures*  A l i s t  o f  a d v er tisem en ts  

g iv e n  below  i s  an exam ple:

A W riting School 
W ill be opened on Monday n ext the f i r s t  
day o f March a t  Mrs* Tondee’s  la r g e  
h ou se , fo r  in s tr u c t in g  th e  you th  o f  
b o th  se x e s  i n  t h i s  m ost u s e f u l  branch  
o f  ed u ca tio n  in  th e  v ery  b e s t  manner*
I  w i l l  a l s o  te a c h  in  th e  m ost c o r r e c t  
ipethod, th e  E n g lish  Grammar, A rithm etic^;, 
and Book K eeping a t  a  rea so n a b le  r a te*
A N ight S ch oo l w i l l  be kept from 6 - 9  
o • c lock* L ad ies and Gentlemen who do 
n ot choose to  go to  a  p u b lic  sc h o o l  
may have p r iv a te  a tten d an ce  a t  c e r ta in  
hours* Gentlemen o f  the Law, C aptains 
o f  V e s s e ls  and o th e rs  may have th e ir  
b u s in e ss  tra n sa c ted  w ith  accu racy  and 
d isp a tch *  As th e  utm ost a t t e n t io n  w i l l  
be g iv e n  to  th e  m orals o f  my young p u p i l s ,  
p a r t ic u la r ly  to  th e  fem ale p a r t ,  I 
f l a t t e r  m y se lfo f  g iv in g  g e n e ra l  
s a t i s f a c t i o n .

D a lz ie l  Banter 
Savannah Feb. 2 5 , 1784*
N*B* Boarding fo r  th o se  who l i v e  a t  a
d is t a n c e .10

What an ed u c a tio n a l op p ortu n ity  fo r  a l i i  A day sc h o o l  

fo r  g i r l s  and b o y s , a  n ig h t  s c h o o l fo r  la d ie s  and gentlem en  

and an o p p o rtu n ity  fo r  law yers and c a p ta in s  and a l l  b u s in e s s  

men to  g e t  th e ir  " f ig e r in g  donewJ In a d d it io n  to  a l l  o f  

th e se  s e r v i c e s ,  Mr. BUnter o f fe r e d  board to  those a t  a  

d is ta n c e  and prom ised to  g iv e  utm ost care to  the m orals o f  

h is  p u p ils  ^ e s p e c ia lly  the fem ale p a r tw. E v id en tly  th e  p eo p le

19 A dvertisem ent — G eorgia G a ze tte . March 4 th  and 1 1 th , 1784.
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o f  Savannah were n ot Mt h ir s t in g  fo r  knowledge” fo r  the  

sc h o o l d id  n o t m a te r ia lis e *  perhaps the r e a l  rea so n  i s  to  

he found in  th e  fo l lo w in g  n o t ic e  w hich appeared in  the  

G eorgia G a ze tte ,June 3 ,  1784.

As to  a W ife ’s  Character
Savannah, May 3 1 , 1784

Mr. Johnston
Be p le a se d  to  in s e r t  in  your 

G azette  th e  fo l lo w in g  D e c la r a tio n  which  
w i l l  shew the f r a i l t y  and weakness o f  
human n atu re  and w hich w i l l ,  I  hope, 
s e t  in  a  j u s t  and tru e  l i g h t  a  much 
in ju r e d  c h a r a c te r , and you w i l l  o b lig e  
your m ost humble s e r v a n t .

D a lz ie l  Hunter 
An u n fortu n ate  circum stance o f  my g e t t in g  
in  liq u o r  th e  o th er  n ig h t  (w h ich  i s  o f  
tr u th  the 2na in s ta n o e  in  my whole l i f e )  
o c ca s io n ed  a v e ry  g r e a t and scan d a lou s  
abuse g iv e n  by me to  my w ife  and to  my 
g r e a t  shame do I now p u b l ic ly  acknowledge  
t h i s  extrem e f o l l y  th a t  I have u n ju s t ly  
committed a g a in s t  her ch a ra cter  fo r  I 
d e c la r e  b e fo r e  God and th e  w orld th a t  
fo r  th e se  2 and l / 2  y e a rs  th a t  I  have 
been  m arried to  my w if e ,  I have never  
found an yth in g  unbecoming in  her conduct 
towards me, so  a s  to  r a is e  th e  l e a s t  
d eg ree  o f  je a lo u sy  w ith in  th e  b r e a s t  o f

D a lz ie l  Hhnter 
T e ll  i t  not in  Gath, p u b lis h  i t  not  
in  the s t r e e t s  o f  A soalon  l e s t  the  
dau ghters o f  the u n circu m cised  r e j o ic e ]

Whether h is  ”u n fortu n ate  f a l l  from g r a c e ” was caused by the

f a i lu r e  o f  h is  sc h o o l or v ic e  v e r sa  cannot be s a id  b u t i f  the

gentlem en  was not a b le  to  w atch over h is  own m ora ls , how

could  he hope to  gu id e so  c a r e fu l ly  th ose  o f  o th ers?  i f  h is

tea c h in g  were to  be judged by th e  accuracy o f  h is  q u o ta tio n

from th e  B ib le  g iv e n  ab ove, i t  i s  w e l l  th a t he changed M s

occupation to that of justice of peace.
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At th e  c lo s e  o f  th e  cen tu ry  th e  p eop le  were e v in c in g  

much more i n t e r e s t  in  e d u c a tio n . More co u rses  were b e in g  

opened to  young la d ie s  and s c h o o ls  fo r  g i r l s  o n ly , were 

b e in g  em phasized. As a  r e s u l t ,  th e  s c h o o ls  were more 

s u c c e s s f u l .  The b e s t  example o f  t h i s  i s  to  be found in  a  

s e r i e s  o f  a d v er tisem en ts  o f  th e  Sandwich sc h o o l.

E ducation  
For Young L ad ies in  Augusta  
M rs, Sandwich o b serv in g  the  
d i f f i c u l t y  a tte n d in g  the educa­
t io n  o f  young la d ie s  and t h a t ,  when 
th e ir  p a r e n ts  subm it to  th e  im p rop riety  
o f  sen d in g  them to  a  boys* sc h o o l fo r  
rea d in g  and w r it in g  the u s e f u l  and 
ornam ental n e e d le  w^rks axe w h o lly  

n e g le c te d ;  has th e r e fo r e  opened a  
sc h o o l a t  th e  l a t e  r e s id e n c e  o f  
Dr* Montgomery where every  branch  
o f ed u ca tio n  w i l l  be tau gh t con­
form able to  th e  o p in io n  o f  th e  
c e le b r a te d  Dr. Hush o f P h ila d e lp h ia .

S ix  young la d ie s  can be  
e le g a n t ly  boarded a t  25 g u in ea s per  
annum and 5 g u in ea s en tran ce  (n o t a  
th ir d  o f  th e  charges to  th e  northr- 
ward, e x c lu s iv e  o f th e  dangers and 
expense a tte n d in g  so  lo n g  a jo u r n e y ).

Day S ch o lars rea d in g  and n eed le ­
work fo r  four d o l la r s  per q u a rter , and 
one d o l la r  e n tra n ce , w r it in g  and 
a r ith m e tic  two d o l la r s ,  geography and 
astronomy two d o l la r s .

Should th e  sc h o o l become too  
numerous fo r  Mrs .Sandwich and her 
daughter to  con d u ct, tea c h e rs  o f  
known a b i l i t y  (b e fo re  she l e f t  England) 
w i l l  be engaged .
N.B* The house i s  a t  a  r e t ir e d  d is ta n c e ,  
a dry and h ea lth y  s i t u a t io n ,  w h ich , the  
d o cto r* s lo n g  continuance th e r e , must 
e v in c e . T^is p la n  has met such u n iv e r sa l  
ap p rob ation  th a t  Mr. Sandwich w i l l  
undertake the s c i e n t i f i c  branches.

l i  A dvertisem ent in  The Augusta C hron icle  and  G azette  
n f  tb e S ta te .  March 21 , 2 8 , Apr. 4 , 1795.
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T his sc h o o l was a ga in  a d v e r tis e d  June 6 th , 1 3 th , and 2 0 th ,

1 7 9 5 , a s  having to  be en larged  to  care fo r  the demand* On.

J u ly  1 8 th  i t  was fu r th e r  extended  to  in c lu d e  a l l  la d ie s

who cou ld  n ot a tte n d  th e  Academy i n  person* Mr* Sandwich

o f fe r e d  to  tak e  them from 7 to  9 A.M* fo r  one d o l la r  or to

go to  t h e ir  homes on S atu rd ays, when he would te a c h  a group

o f  s i x  p u p ils  fo r  th r ee  d o l la r s .  By October 1795, the

su c c e s s  o f  th e  Sandwich Academy was assured*

E d ucation  fo r  Young L ad ies in  Augusta  
D e lig h t fu l  ta sk !  to  rear  the ten d er thought 
To tea c h  the young id e a  how to  sh o o t  
And pour f r e s h  in s tr u c t io n  over th e  mindl

Mr* and Mr s .  Sandwich have the p le a su r e  
o f  in form in g th e ir  f r ie n d s  vand th e  p u b l ic ,  
th a t  by th e  a c q u is i t io n  o f  Mr* and Mrs. Lub- 
b ic k , they are  enabled  to  add m usic and 
French to  th e  s c ie n c e s  and can now v ie  
w ith  th e  w orld in  a  comp 1 e a t  system  o f  
L ite r a tu r e !

p a r e n ts  and guard ians may a vo id  th e  
danger and expense o f  a  Norward jou rn ey , 
t h i s  Academy b e in g  opened on the en larged  
p la n , fo r  b oarders and day sch o la rs*
Young gentlem en are  r e c e iv e d  and prepared  
fo r  the L a tin  c la s s e s ;  Or th e ir  ed u ca tion  
com pleated in  French and E nglish* Mr* S. 
om its a  L a tin  c la s s  w h ils t  th e  p u b lic  
academy i s  su p p lie d  w ith  a r e sp e c ta b le  
R ector -  The boarders w i l l  s le e p  in  
sp a c io u s  rooms where co n sta n t f i r e s  are  
k ep t during w in te r .

This Seminary i s  so  w e l l - e s t a b l i s h e d  
th a t  no fu r th e r  advertisem en t w i l l  be deemed 
n e c e s s a r y .12

12 A d vertisem ent in  The Augusta C hronicle and G azette  
o f  the S t a t s , October 31 , 1795.
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Th© Sandwich S chool had tr u ly  a r r iv e d  fo r  w ith  i t s  

e n la rg ed  cou rse  o f study i t  cou ld  now compete w ith  the  

so h o o ls  o f the n o r th . The custom had grown up o f sen d in g  

c h ild r e n  n o rth  to  he ed u cated . I t  was horn o f n e c e s s i ty  hut 

lo n g  a f t e r  th e re  was no lo n g er  any need , i t  was th e  fa sh io n ­

a b le  th in g  to  do and p e r s i s t s  today among a l l  so u th ern ers o f
13any g r e a t  w e a lth , Mrs, H illh o u se , an em igrant from  

M a ssa ch u se tts , b e l ie v e d  in  h igh er  ed u ca tio n  fo r  her g i r l s  

a s w e l l  a s  fo r  her b oy . She s e n t  her son  to  New Haven and 

her two dau gh ters to  the o ld  Moravian School fo r  g i r l s  in  

Bethlehem , P en n sy lv a n ia . This so h o o l was th en  co n sid er ed  

by the p eo p le  o f  th e  South to  be th e  b e s t  sc h o o l in  the  

country fo r  young l a d i e s .  Now th a t th e  Sandwich Seminary 

and o th e rs  o f s im ila r  n atu re  were b e in g  e s t a b l is h e d  in  

G eorgia they were p a tr o n iz ed  by th e  p e o p le  o f  th e  s t a t e  and 

soon on ly  th e  very  w ea lth y  went n orth  to  be ed u cated .

The growing sen tim en t fo r  ed u ca tio n  fo r  women was g iv en  

v o ic e  by a v ery  b r i l l i a n t  young graduate o f  th e  U n iv e r s ity  o f  

G eorgia in  th e  e a r ly  n in e te e n th  cen tu ry . In  an ad d ress b e fo re  

th e  Dem osthenian and P hi Kappa S o o ie t ie s  on th e  day a f t e r  

Commencement in  th e  U n iv e r s ity  o f G eorgia , D a n ie l Chandler 

s a id  in  p a r t :

The p r a is e s  o f Women have been sung in  
every  a g e ; and in  a l l  c o u n tr ie s  where 
th e  l ig h t  o f c i v i l i z a t i o n  has d if fu s e d  
i t s  b le s s in g s  her v ir tu e s  and her worth  
have had ad m irers, • • .  But a s p i r i t  as

13 O f. Oliap. XV, p .  60
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d e s t i t u t e  of l i b e r a l i t y ,  a s  i t  i s  d evo id  
o f a l l  n a t iv e  m a n lin e ss , has too o f te n  
p r e s id e d  over th e  custom s, manner and 
l e g i s l a t i o n ,  th a t  have f ix e d  and 
r e g u la te d  th e  r ig h t s ,  d u t ie s ,  p r iv i l e g e s  
and o b l ig a t io n s  o f  woman. S&e has been sunk 
by th e  fo r c e  o f  p u b lic  o p in io n  b en eath  
th e  h ig h  d e s t in y  o f  her c r e a t io n . She 
has been d ep r ived  o f  her n a tu ra l r ig h t s  
by an arrogan t assum ption o f a l l  
s u p e r io r it y .  Consigned by the u sages  
o f  s o c ie t y  to  th e  drudgery o f d om estic  
employment and co n stra in ed  by n e c e s s i t y  
to  th e  perform ance o f  d u t ie s ,  in  the  
d isc h a r g e  o f  w h ich , n e ith e r  s tr e n g th  
o f  i n t e l l e c t ,  nor c u l t iv a t io n  o f  mind 
i s  r e q u ir e d , th e  o p in io n  has to o  
g e n e r a lly  p r e v a ile d  th a t  she i s  
d e f e c ie n t  in  i n t e l l e c t u a l  endowments.
This im p ressio n  to g e th er  w ith  th e  con­
v i c t io n  th a t  th e r e  i s  no n e c e s s i t y  to  
d ev o te  e i t h e r  tim e or a t t e n t io n  to  th e  
developm ent o f  her mind or th e  r e g u la ­
t io n  o f i t s  powers has tended to  low er  
th e  standard o f  fem ale w orth and to  
expose th e  se x  to  th e  m o r t i f ic a t io n  o f  
ign oran ce and th e h u m ilita t io n  o f  
g r o s s  i n f e r i o r i t y .

And he conclu ded  h is  sp eech  as fo l lo w s :

Give th e  fem ale th e  same advan tages o f  
in s t r u c t io n  a s  th e  m ale; a f fo r d  her the  
same o p p o r tu n it ie s  fo r  improvement, and 
sh e  w i l l  s tr u g g le  w ith  the b o ld e s t  mind, 
fo r  th e  m astery in  s c ie n c e  and in  l e t t e r s ,  
and o u t s tr ip  in  the proud ra ce  o f  d i s t in c ­
t io n  many o f  th e  favored  o b je c ts  o f  p a r e n ta l  
s o l i c i t u d e  and l e g i s l a t i v e  bounty. S h a ll  
not th e se  advantages be a ffo rd ed  her?
The s p i r i t  o f  the a g e , w hich seems by the  
u b iq u ity  o f  i t s  p resen ce  and th e  g r e a tn e s s  
o f  i t s  power to  pervade every cou n try , 
anim ate e v e ry  bosom and prosper ever  
cause i s  d e s t in e d  soon , I t r u s t ,  to  
shed i t s  b le s s in g s  upon the fem ale mind.
In  t h i s  g r e a t work o f m oral.and i n t e l l e c t u a l  
i l lu m in a t io n  w i l l  G eorgia remain in a c t iv e ? !*

1* D a n ie l Chandler, s* An Address on Female E ducation13, 
(P r in te d  w ith  author >s consent by W illiam  A. Mercer, W ashington, 
G a., 1835. A copy o f t h i s  i s  in  the Wesleyan C ollege  L ibrary ,
Macon, G a .) .
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T his ad d ress was so pop u lar th a t  the p h i Kappa S o c ie ty  had 

5 ,0 0 0  c o p ie s  p r in te d  a t  i t s  expense and d is t r ib u te d  through­

o u t th e  s t a t e .  This sp eech  had no l i t t l e  in f lu e n c e  on the  

members o f th e  S ta te  L e g is la tu r e  who voted  a t  t h e ir  v ery  

n e x t s e s s io n  to  gran t a  ch a rter  to  a  c o l le g e  p e r m itt in g  i t  

t o  con fer  d eg rees  on women. And so  W esleyan Female

C o lleg e  was founded in  1836 a t  Macon, G eorgia , th e  f i r s t
15c o lle g e  in  th e  w orld to  co n fer  d eg rees on women* G eorgia , 

th e  l a s t  o f  th e  th ir t e e n  c o lo n ie s  to  be s e t t l e d ,  le d  th e  

whole w orld  in  g r a n tin g  to  women eq u al r ig h t s  in  e d u c a tio n . 

Though t h i s  v ic to r y  was won in  th e  n in e te e n th  c en tu ry , 

y e t  th e  sen tim en t fo r  women*s e d u c a tio n  was born in  th e  

l a t e  e ig h te e n th  cen tu ry .

nI  am h e re  in  b e h a l f  of women’ s c o l le g e s  to  a f f i r m  
t l a t  W esleyan  i s  th e  f i r s t  c o l le g e  f o r  women. I  am g la d  to  
pay honor to  th e  Magna C h a rta  o f e d u c a tio n  f o r  women".

D r. Henry N oble M acCracken, P r e s ,  of V a ssa r  C ollege*.
C e n te n n ia l  A ddress a t  th e  C o nvocation  on O c to b er 2 3 , 
1936 . The W esleyan Alum nae, November 1936 , v o l .  X I ! ,  
N o. 4 .



CHAPTER IX

THE EVERT DAY LIFE OF THE WOMEN OF 

GEORGIA IN THE EIGHTEENTH GENTRY.

The homes o f  th e  p io n e e r s  o f  G eorgia whether o f  f i r s t  

s e t t l e r 8 in  Savannah in  1733 , or in  F red er ica  in  1735 , or in  

Augusta in  1737 , or in  N orth G eorgia in  the p e r io d  from 1770  

to  1800, were a l l  very  much a l i k e .  The f i r s t  d w e ll in g s  were 

l i k e l y  to  be crude lo g  cab in s c o n s is t in g  o f  bu t one room, 

which answered the th r e e - fo ld  purpose o f  d in in g  room, bed  

room, and k itchen# The lo g s  were hand hewn and even when 

covered  by clapboards l e f t  very  w ide cracks in  p la c e s ,  where 

v i l e  toad s and venomous se rp en ts  found th e ir  way in to  the  

cab in  in  summer, and through w hich winds whipped u n m erc ifu lly  

in  w in te r . As p r o sp e r ity  in c r e a se d , th e se  lo g  cab ins gave  

way to  more com fortab le  h ou ses. G en era lly  the houses o f  t h i s  

p e r io d  were b u i l t  o f  th e  m a te r ia l a t  hand, w hich was u s u a lly  

wood. B efore th e  c lo s e  o f  the century some of the very  

lo v e ly  homes to  be found in  th e  o ld er  towns o f  G eorgia had 

been  b u i l t  by th e  more prosp erou s p la n te r s  o f th e  co lon y .

The most important feature of these early homes was the 
fire place for i t  provided fa c ilit ie s  for cooking and heating. 
Cooking utensils were hung around i t  and nearby were the 
spinning wheel and weaving frame, the constant companions of
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the industrious housewife* The. fcitchen was also the dining 
room* The dishes were wooden or pewter and were placed on 
shelves near the fire  place* just as the log cahins gave way 
to better houses, in more prosperous times, so other fire  
places were added ±n the new rooms and paper was put on the 
walls and china substituted in some cases for pewter.

Dr* Crawford Long®s gran d fa th er  came to  G eorgia a f t e r  th e  

r ev o lu tio n *  He papered h is  w a l ls  w ith  C o n tin en ta l cu rren cy . 

I»«afcer when by A ct o f  C ongress i t  became v a lu a b le , i t  was so  

f ir m ly  a tta c h e d  to  the w a l ls  th a t  i t s  on ly  w orth was i t s  

a s s o c ia t io n *  An ad v ertisem en t in  th e  Columbian Museum and 

Savannah A d v e r t is e r * Tuesday, Ma*eh 5 , 1799 , l i s t e d ,  b e s id e s  

o th er  ite m s , ”A very  n ea t s e t  o f  B lue Table China com p lete , 

China T eap ots, Sugar D ishes* A g e n e r a l A ssortm ent o f  

Queen*6 G lass ware and Stone Jugs and Jar s * w

F u rn itu re  was made by hand and was very  crude* i t  was 

n o t  t i l l  th e  l a t e  e ig h te e n th  cen tu ry  th a t th e  prosp erou s  

p la n te r  or m erchant s u b s t itu te d  fo r  th e se  crude fu r n ish in g s  

some o f  th e  orn a te  and d e l ic a t e  C hippendales or Sheratons*  

This was n o t fo r  th e  t y p ic a l  c o lo n is t  how ever, fo r  he was a 

p oor m id d le -c la s s  farmer who hardly a sp ir e d  to  im ported  

chinawaxe or mahogany* And so  i t  was w ith  food* The s o -  

c a l le d  ”groaning b oard s” loaded  w ith  many v a r ie t i e s  o f  

im ported fo o d s and w ines are m ostly  figm en ts o f  th e  im agina­

t io n .  I f  th e se  e x is t e d  a t  a l l ,  they were few* The food  o f  

th e  common p eo p le  was v ery  m onotonous, e s p e c ia l ly  in  w in ter  

when cornbxead and s a l t  meat or f i s h  formed the s t a p le s - f o r
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t h e ir  t a b le s .  Housewives were n e v e r th e le s s  e x p e r ts  in  

d ry in g  f r u i t s  and v e g e ta b le s  in  summer fo r  the w in ter  m onths. 

The men v a r ie d  th e  m eats by su c c e s sv u l hunting t r i p s .

Mrs. F e lto n  o f  G eorgia , th e  f i r s t  woman to s i t  in  the  

U n ited  S ta te s  S en a te , w rote in  her book Country L ife  in  

G eorgia in  th e  pays o f my Youth , Mln  summer d ry in g  o f f r u i t  

was d i l i g e n t l y  pu rsued . The poor and s h i f t l e s s  a lo n e  d id  

n o t su p p ly  t h e ir  homes w ith  d r ie d  p e a c h e s , a p p le s ,  c h e r r ie s ,  

and p e a r s . My c a r e fu l  grandmother p u t up b u sh e ls  o f  d r ie d  

w h ite  E n g lish  p each es o f  w hich she o f t e n  made fa m ily  

p r e se r v e s  fo r  home consum ption in  sc a r c e r  sp r in g tim e 11.*

The stren u ou s outdoor l i f e  made th e  p eo p le  heavy e a te r s  and 

in  a l l  acco u n ts o f  t h i s  p e r io d , the fa r e  i s  spoken o f  a s  

co a rse  and p la in  H it abundant. D rinking was u n iv e r s a l  

throughout th e  e ig h te e n th  century* Mrs. Hi 11 house w rote in  

a  l e t t e r  to  her fa th e r  in  New England, "When any p u b lic  

b u s in e ss  i s  done w hich i s  o f t e n ,  fou r  to s i x  hundred sta n d in g  

so  th ic k  th a t they  lo o k  l i k e  a  f lo c k  o f b la c k  b ir d s  and 

perhaps n o t one in  f i f t y  bu t what we would c a l l  f ig h t in g
Q

drunk”. D e sc r ib in g  a d in n er a t  which she was a  g u e s t  in  

Savannah, she w r o te , "Our p la t e s  were changed sev en  tim es  

and wine g la s s e s  f i v e .  From t h i s  you may w e ll  suppose we 

were a l l  t ip s y .  However a f t e r  a l l  the parade not one g u e s t  

was drunk, ex cep t Mr. 0 . and Mr. Cranston, th e  E p isco p a lia n

* p« 33 .

2 "Descendants o f  F ir s t  G eorgia Woman E d itor Columbus C itizens*1 
Columbus E nquirer, Sunday, Apr. 3 3 , 1928.
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i?
clergym en o f  t h i s  p la c e ,  who were the on ly  gentlem en present**. 

This shows th a t d r in k in g  was n ot co n fin e d  to  th e  men.

G eorgia in  t h i s  p e r io d  was known fo r  her h o s p i t a l i t y .

Bar tram in  h is  T ravels p r a is e d  the h o s p i t a l i t y  o f  the p e o p le  

o f  Savannah, th o se  of South G eorgia , and la t e r  th o se  o f  

B erth  G eorgia . L o n g street w rote in  h is  G eorgia S c en es , WI  

v i s i t e d  my fr ie n d  C aptain G r if fe n , who r e s id e s  about sev en  

m ile s  to  th e  eastw ard o f  W rightsborough; then  in  Richmond, 

bu t now in  Columbia County. I  reach ed  th e  c a p ta in ’s  

h o sp ita b le  dome on E a s te r , and was r e c e iv e d  by him and h is  

good la d y  w ith  a ’G eorgia Welcome’ o f  1790 . I t  was warm 

from th e  h e a r t , and tau gh t me in  a  moment th a t th e  o b l ig a t io n s  

o f  th e  v i s i t  were upon t h e ir  s id e  n o t m ine. Such r e c e p t io n s  

were n ot p e c u lia r  a t  th a t  tim e to  th e  c a p ta in  and h is  fa m ily ;  

th ey  were common throughout th e  S t a t e .  Where are they  now?

And where th e  generous h o s p i t a l i t i e s  which in v a r ia b ly  fo llo w e d  

them? I  s e e  them o c c a s io n a lly  a t  th e  con ten ted  farm er’s door 

and a t  h is  f e s t i v e  board , bu t when th ey  sh a ll have taken  

le a v e  o f  t h e s e ,  G eorgia w i l l  know them no more1* .4

The home and a l l  connected  w ith  i t  cen tered  around the  

w if e .  In order to  show a l l  th a t was ex p ected  o f  h er , th e  lo n g  

d e s c r ip t io n  th a t  L ou gstreet has g iv e n  o f th e  w ife  o f h is  

b ro th er  i s  quoted below ;

3 ^Descendants o f F ir s t  G eorgia Woman E d itor Columbus
g i t ix e t t s * ,  Columbus E n quirer. Sunday, A p ril 2 3 , 1928.

^ p .  9 4 .
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H is w ife  was one o f th e  m ost lo v e ly  
o f  women. She was p io u s  hut not 
a u s te r e ;  c h e e r fu l hut n ot l i g h t ;  
g en ero u s, hut not p r o d ig a l;  econ om ica l, 
h u t not c lo s e ;  h o s p ita b le , h u t not 
e x tr a v a g a n t. In  n a t iv e  powers o f mind 
sh e  was every  way my brother® a eq u a l;  
in  aoquirem ents she was d e c id e ly  h is  
s u p e r io r . To t h i s  I have h is  testim on y  
a s w e l l  a s my own; h u t i t  was im p o ss ib le  
to  d is c o v e r  in  her conduct an yth in g  
g o in g  to  show th a t  she c o in c id e d  w ith  u s  
in  o p in io n . To have heard her con verse  
you would have supposed sh e  d id  n o th in g  
h u t read; to  have look ed  through the  
departm ents o f  her h ou sehold  you would 
have supposed sh e  never r e a d . E very th in g  
w hich la y  w ith in  her l i t t l e  p ro v in ce  bore  
th e  im press o f  her hand or acknow ledged her 
s u p e r v is io n . Order, n e a tn e s s , and c le a n l in e s s  
p r e v a ile d  everyw here. A l l  p r o v is io n s  were g iv e n  
ou t w ith  her own hands, and sh e  cou ld  t e l l  
p r e c i s e ly  th e  q u a n tity  o f each  a r t i c l e  th a t  
i t  would r e q u ir e  to  se r v e  a  g iv e n  number 
o f  p e r so n s , w ith o u t s t i n t  or w a s te fu l  
p r o fe s s io n .  In  the s t a t i s t i c s  o f  d o m estic  
economy she was p e r f e c t ly  v e r se d . She 
would t e l l  you , w ith  a s to n is h in g  accu ra cy , 
how many pounds o f  cured bacon you m ight 
e x p e c t from a  g iv e n  w eig h t of f r e s h  pork;  
how many q u arts  o f  cream a  g iv e n  q u a n tity  
o f m ilk  would y ie ld ;  how much b u tte r  so  
much cream; how much o f  each  a r t i c l e  i t  
would take to  se r v e  so  many p erson s a  
month or a  y e a r . Supposing no change 
in  th e  fa m ily , and sh e would t e l l  to  a  day 
when a  g iv e n  q u a n tity  o f  p r o v is io n s  o f  any 
kind would be exh au sted . She reduced to  
c e r ta in  knowledge ev ery th in g  th a t cou ld  be;  
and she approxim ated to  i t  a s  n ea r ly  a s  
p o s s ib le  With th o se  m atters th a t cou ld  
n o t b e . And y e t  sh e sc o ld ed  l e s s  and 
whipped l e s s  than any m is tr e s s  o f  a fa m ily  
I ever  saw. The rea so n  i s  o b v io u s.
E veryth in g  under her care went on w ith  
p e r f e c t  sy stem . To each  serv a n t were 

a l lo t e d  h is  or her r e s p e c t iv e  d u t ie s ,  and 
to  each was a ss ig n e d  the tim e in  which  
th o se  d u t ie s  were to  be perform ed. During 
t h i s  tim e she su ffe r e d  them not to  be 
in te r r u p te d , i f  i t  was p o s s ib le  to  p r o te c t
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them from in te r r u p t io n . Her c h ild r e n  
w ere p erm itted  to  g iv e  no ord ers to  
se r v a n ts  hut through h e r , u n t i l  they  
reached  th e  age a t  w hich th ey  were 
capable o f  r e g u la t in g  th e ir  ord ers  
by her r u le s .  She l a i d  no p la n s  to  d e t e c t  
her se rv a n ts  in  t h e f t ,  bu t sh e  took  g r e a t  
p a in s  to  con v in ce  them th a t  th ey  cou ld  
n o t p i l f e r  w ith ou t d e te c t io n ;  and t h i s  
d id  she w ith o u t b e tra y in g  any s u s p ic io n s  
o f  t h e ir  i n t e g r i t y .  Thus she would  
have her b i s c u i t s  u n iform ly  o f  a  s i z e ,  
and, under the form o f  in s t r u c t io n s  to  
her cook , she would show her p r e c i s e ly  
th e  q u a n tity  o f  f lo u r  w hich i t  took  to  
make so  many b i s c u i t s .  A fte r  a l l  t h i s ,  
sh e exposed her se r v a n ts  to  a s  few  
tem p ta tio n s a s  p o s s ib l e .  She never s e n t  
them to  th e  la r d e r  un atten d ed  i f  she  
cou ld  a v o id  i t ,  and never p la c ed  them 
under th e  w atch  o f c h ild r e n . She Saw 
th a t  they  w ere  w e ll  p rov id ed  w ith  every ­
th in g  they needed w ith  e v er y th in g  th e y  
needed , and sh e in d u lg ed  them in  
r e c r e a t io n  when sh e c o u ld . Ho s e r v ic e  was 
req u ired  o f  them on th e  Sabbath fu r th e r  
than to  sp read  th e  ta b le  and to  a tte n d  i t ;  
a  s e r v ic e  w hich was l ig h te n e d  as much a s  
p o s s ib le  by having th e  p r o v is io n s  o f  th a t  5 
day v ery  s im p le  and prepared  the day b e fo r e .

T his i s  a  p ic tu r e  o f  th e  id e a l  w ife  and g iv e s  r i s e  to  doubt

th a t  anyone p erso n  cou ld  do so much b u t s u r p r is in g ly  enough,

sh e  d id  even  more. She was the soap-maker o f the home making

i t  from meat scra p s and bones u t i l i z e d  fo r  the purpose and

cooked w ith  ly e  d ra in ed  in  ash -h op p ers . E veryth ing to  e a t

and to  wear th a t  cou ld  be grown a t  home, was d i l i g e n t l y

c u l t iv a t e d .  Wool and f l a x  were spun and woven in to  c lo th

by th e  women o f  the h ou seh o ld . S i lk  c u ltu r e  had e x is t e d

u n t i l  1750 b u t the u se  o f  c o tto n  was handicapped u n t i l  th e

g in  was in v e n te d  in  the l a t e  e ig h te e n th  cen tu ry . Ŵ men made

5 pp . 8 8 -8 3 .
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a l l  the w earing ap p arel o f  the h ou seh o ld  from the c lo t h  

woven in  th e  home, fo r  th em se lv es , fo r  th e  men and fo r  a  

v ery  la r g e  s la v e  fa m ily . They a ls o  k n it te d  men*s socks (th ey  

u s u a lly  went s o c k le s s  in  summer). » coverlids'*  were  a ls o  

woven by hand and innum erable q u i l t s  made, which served  as  

bed c o v e r in g , fo r  com forts were not known a t  th a t  t im e.

B e s id e s  a l l  t h i s  indoor work women had su ch  d u t ie s

a s  su p er in ten d in g  a l l  d a ir y in g  a c t i v i t i e s .  Bar tram w rote

that when he visited northeast Georgia in 1776 he found the
w ife  a t  the cow-pen su p erin ten d in g  s la v e s  -  women, b o y s ,

and g i r l s  -  m ilk in g  fo r ty  cows. The w ife  and se r v a n ts  took

the milk to the dairy. He learned that they made only
enough b u tte r  and ch eese  fo r  the p la n ta t io n  fa m ily  w ith

6enough m ilk  fo r  the Mb ig  house*1 and th e  s la v e  fa m ily .  

D aughters were tau gh t very  e a r ly  how to  su p er in ten d  a l l  th e se  

a c t iv i t ie s .  Gardening was a ls o  l e f t  to  the women as w e l l  

a s  the r a is in g  o f p o u ltr y  and p ig s .  They had to  r a is e  

g e e se  fo r  fe a th e r s  fo r  beds a s m a ttr e sse s  were n o t known 

th en . There was p le n ty  o f  work to  do and th e  wonder i s  

how women ever d id  a l l  th ey  were supposed to  d o . Truly i t  

cou ld  be s a id ,

wMan*s work i s  from sun to  sun  
Woman*8 work i s  never done'*.

Hot a l l  of  th e  d u t ie s  o f women w ere as monotonous as  

th e  ones d e sc r ib e d . Most o f th e ir  own d r e s s e s  were made in

6 p . 317
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home but keep ing up w ith  the fa sh io n s  as th ey  reached  t h e ir

p a r t ic u la r  neighborhood took  th e  drudgery ou t o f t h i s  task#

A few  o f  th e  very  w ea lth y  ordered  th e ir  d r e s s e s  from

London, P a r is ,  New York, or C h arleston  and the “m oderately

w e ll-to -d o * 1 purchased  s i l k  d r e s s  p a tte r n s  and had a  m antua-

maker copy some o f  the d r e s s e s  she had in  s to c k  in  her

shop# But th e  g r e a te r  number o f  women made t h e ir  own

d r e sse s  a t  home, a cco rd in g  to  th e  l a t e s t  s t y l e s  to  reach

them* A-s a  r e s u l t  th e  s t y l e s  in  th e  country were u s u a lly

fa r  behind th o se  o f  the c i t i e s .  L o n g street has a  d e l ig h t f u l

d e s c r ip t io n  o f  th e  country g i r l s *  a t t i r e  a t  a d an ce, in

h i s  G eorgia S ce n e s#

They were a t t i r e d  in  m anufactures o f  th e ir  
own hands# The re fin em en ts  o f  the p r e se n t  
day in  fem ale  d r e ss  had n o t even reached  
our r ep u b lica n  c i t i e s  a t  t h i s  tim e; and , 
o f  c o u r se , th e  country g i r l s  were w h o lly  
ig n o ra n t o f  them# T&ey c a r r ie d  no more 
c lo t h  upon t h e ir  arms or straw  upon th e ir  
heads than was n e c essa ry  to  cover them#
They u sed  no a r t i f i c i a l  means o f spread­
in g  th e ir  f r o c k - t a i l s  to  an in t e r e s t in g  
e x te n t  from th e ir  ank les#  The y had no 
boards la c e d  to  th e ir  b r e a s t s ,  nor any 
c o r s e t s  la c e d  to  th e ir  s id e s ;  co n seq u en tly , 
th ey  lo o k e d , fo r  a l l  the w orld , l ik e  human 
b e in g s , and cou ld  be d i s t i n c t l y  r ec o g n ise d  
a s  su ch  a t  the d is ta n c e  o f  two hundred p a c e s .
Their movements were as f r e e  and a c t iv e  as  
n atu re  would perm it them to  be#7

The a t t i r e  o f  the c i t y  g i r l s  i s  g iv en  in  t h i s  account by

in fe r e n c e .  F ash ions were o f te n  brought to  a neighborhood

by l e t t e r .  In  a  l e t t e r  from P h i l a d e l p h i a  to  a  f r i e n d  i n

G eorgia th e  s t y l e s  are d e sc r ib ed  as f o l lo w s ,

7 p .  14#
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I want to  p reten d  to  m ention the  
fa sh io n s  o f  th e  c i t y  fo r  fr o c k  
d r e s se s  very  p la in  b e fo r e  sh o rt  
w a ie ted  very  sh o r t  s le e v e s  and very  
lo n g  t r a i l s  some dark d r e s se s  w ith  
w h ite  s le e v e s  the fr o c k  has b u tto n s  
beh in d  A b e l t  to  go around the  
w a is t  and the bonnets are trimmed 
w ith  some bands w ith  a bo a t  the  
s id e  b e fo r e  and brought a c r o ss  the  
crown th e  bon nets are  some crape  
some s p l i t  straw  some lin h o r n  our 
la d ie s  d r e s se s  very  th in  and b a re .
T e ll  th e  gentlem en th e ir  ja c k e ts  are  
very  sh o r t  th e ir  pan t a - io o n s  under 
arms th e ir  h a ir  a l l  s t i c k in g  upon 
th e ir  heads and they tr y  to  lo o k  
a s r a c k is h  a s p o s s ib le  in  f a c t  makes 
f o o l s  o f  th e m se lv e s . I have g iv e n  
you a  sm a ll sk e tc h  o f the f a s h io n s .8

F ash ion s were as f i c k l e  then  a s  tod ay  fo r  t h i s  same la d y

la t e r  se n t  another r e p o r t ,

A s th e  fa s h io n  we make a l l  the  
d r e s s e s  v ery  lo n g  w asted  w ith  very  
sh o r t  s k i r t s  t r a in s  are  e n t i r e ly  out  
o f  fa sh io n  f e  a ls o  trim  th e se  w ith  
two s o r t s  o f  trimming by th e  names o f  
p la t  and la p s  the f a l l  fa sh io n s  fo r  
h a ts  has been a  very  la r g e  legh orn  
h at w ith  l i t t l e  or no trimming th e  
w in ter  fa sh io n  I can say  n oth in g  
about n o t having seen  any a s  y e t  
l a s t  w in ter  Beaver w ith  v e lv e t  coat o f q 
same co lou r  a s  the hat were a l l  th e  r a g e .

On Juae 1 3 , 1789 , th e  Augusta C hron icle  and A d v er tiser  

c a r r ie d  t h is  a d v e r tisem en t,

New F ash ions from P a r is
fo r  the L adies 

The on ly  v a r ie ty  s in c e  our l a s t ,  appears 
in  th e se  fo llo w in g  d r e sse s  
F ir s t :  A p la in  c e l e s t i a l  new s a t t in
gown w ith  w h ite  s a t t i n  p e t t i c o a t  On th e

8 Anthony Letters

9 Ibid.
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neck  a v e ry  l a r g e  I t a l i a n  gauze  
h a n d k e rc h ie f  w ith  s a t t i n  b o rd e r  
s t r i p e s  The head  d r e s s  i s  a  "pouf"  
ox gauze  m  th e  fozm o f  a  g lo b e  the 
"c re n ea u x "  o r  head  p ie c e  o f w h ich  
i s  made o f  w h ite  s a t t i n  h a v in g  a  
double  w ing  in  l a r g e  p l a i t s  and 
trim m ed w ith  a  l a r g e  w re a th  o f 
a r t i f i c i a l  r o s e s  which f a l l  from  
th e  l e f t  a t  to p  to  r i g h t  a t  b o tto m  
i n  f r o n t  and beh ind  c o n tr a r y

The h a i r  i s  d r e s s e d  a l l  o v e r  in  
d e ta c h e d  c u r l s  f o u r  o f w hich  i n  two 
row s f a l l  on each  s id e  o f  th e  n eck  
and b eh in d  i t  i s  r e l i e v e d  i n  a  
f l o a t i n g  c h ig n o n .

O nly one o f  th e  t h r e e  d r e s s e s  a d v e r t i s e d  i s  quo ted*  T h is

i s  g iv e n  t o  show t h a t  even  a t  t h i s  e a r l y  d a te  P a r i s  was

s e t t in g  the s ty le s *

Hot a l l  o f  th e  goods f o r  "my l a d y ’s  w a rd ro b e"  w ere

m an u fa c tu red  i n  th e  home f o r  a s  e a r l y  a s  1768 the  f o l lo w in g

im p o rte d  c lo t h s  w ere  a d v e r t i s e d  f o r  s a l e :  I r i s h  l i n e n s ,

Glasgow and M an ch este r c h e q u e s , H o lland  c h e q u e s , O znaburge ,

c a l i c o e s  and c h in tz e s *  S i lk  was im p o rte d  a ls o  b u t  was v e iy

ex p en siv e*  Je w e lry  was q u i te  p o p u la r  w ith  th e  g en tlem en

a s  w e l l  a s  th e  la d ie s #  The fo llo w in g  a s s o r tm e n t o f je w e lry

was im p o rte d  from  E ngland i n  1768:

L a d ie s  f i n e  g a rn e t  e a r  r i n g s ,  f in e  
p a s te  d i t t o ,  m a rc a s i te  d i t t o ,  and 
g a r n e t  h a i r  p i n s ,  men’ s b r e a s t  b u c k le s  o f 
d i f f e r n e t  k in d s , l a d i e s ’ f a s h io n a b le  s to n e  
and p l a i n  r i n g ,  g a r n e t  hoop d i t t o ,  s to n e  
s le e v e  b u t to n s ,  s to n e  shoe and  knee b u c k le s ,  
f in e  p a s te  d i t t o  C a rn e lia n  s e a l s ,  g o ld  w ire s  
f o r  th e  e a r s ,  in s tru m e n ts  pocketbooks of 
new est f a s h io n ,  g a rn e t  n e c k la c e s ,  s to n e  
d i t t o  w ith  e a r  r i n g s ,  g a r n e t  s le e v e  b u tto n s  
s e t  in  g o ld ,  l a d i e s  w atch c h a in s ,  s i l v e r  
w a tc h e s , s i l v e r  h i l t e d  sw ords#1U

^  A d v e rtisem en t i n  th e  G eorg ia  G a z e tte , O ctober 1 9 , 1768*
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T his im p o r te r  w as a  keen b u sin essm an  in  t h a t  he c a te r e d  to  a l l

c la s s e s #  The w e a lth y  c o u ld  buy th e  r e a l  jew els  and th o s e

o f  m o d era te  means co u ld  s a t i s f y  t h e i r  lo v e  o f  th e  b e a u t i f u l

h iy in g  th e  p a s te #  I t  sp e ak s  w e l l  o f  th e  h o n e s ty  o f t h i s

e a r l y  p e r io d  t h a t  th e  m erchant w ould  a d v e r t i s e  t h a t  some o f

th e  je w e ls  w ere o n ly  im i ta t io n #  A n o th e r i n t e r e s t i n g

a d v e r t is e m e n t  a p p e a re d  i n  1795, o f f e r i n g  one g u in e a  rew ard

f o r  th e  r e t u r n  o f a  l a d y ’ s m in ia tu r e  on iv o r y  s e t  i n  g o l d # ^

M ed ica l know ledge was v e y  l i m i t e d  and a s  a  r e s u l t  th e

d o c to r s  u s u a l ly  d id  more harm th a n  good* The c h ie f  re m e d ie s

w ere o a t h a r t i o s  and b le e d in g #  I f  th e  p a te n t  s u rv iv e d  th e s e

th en  he w as s u b je c te d  to  a w hole a r r a y  o f home re m e d ie s

ra n g in g  from  s u lp h u r  and  m o la sse s  f o r  s p r i i ^  f e v e r  to> s h e e p -

s a f f r o n  f o r  th e  ague# The w onder i s  t h a t  th e  d e a th  r a t e  w as

n o t  h ig h e r#  Good h e a l t h  seemed to  be news a s  so many o f  the

p r i v a t e  l e t t e r s  o f th e  p e r io d  opened w i th  some such  s ta te m e n t

a s ,  nI  have  w ith  g r e a t  d i f f i c u l t y  ta k e n  my pen  i n  hand  once

more t o  l e t  you  know t h a t  I  am w e l l ,  hop ing  t h a t  th e s e  few
12l i n e s  w i l l  m eet w i th  your D ear s e l f  in  l i k e  h e a l t h . "  In  

a  l e t t e r  from  a  f a t h e r  to h i s  d a u g h te r ,  he w ro te ,  "We a re  a l l  w e l l  

a t  p r e s e n t  b u t  y o u r y ou r m o th e r who i s  i l l  w i th  th e  f e v e r  

ta k e n  l a s t  n i ^ i t . ”13

11 A d v e rtis e m e n t in  A ugusta  C h ro n ic le  and G a z e tte  o f  
th e  S t a t e , A p r i l  1 8 , 1795#

12 A nthony L e t t e r s #

&  Ib id *



127

Other d is e a s e s  spoken o f  in  th e se  l e t t e r s  were c o ld s , coughs, 

m e a s le s , y e llo w  f e v e r ,  sm allp ox , and f ix e d  consum ption.

Death seemed to  he ex p ected  a s one w r ite r  s a id ,  wp eop le  

here are  dropping in to  e te r n i t y  every  dayw^ a

A fte r  th e  r e v o lu t io n , a s  has a lre a d y  been e x p la in e d , 

n o t th  G eorgia was s e t t l e d  very  q u ick ly  by em igrants from  

V ir g in ia  and Worth C arolina* These p io n e e r s  kept in  as  

c lo s e  touch  a s  p o s s ib le  w ith  th o se  wfcoamthey had l e f t  behind*  

They w rote l e t t e r s  a t  every  opporunity  and fo r tu n a te ly  some 

o f  th e se  escap ed  th e  f a t e  o f  most v a lu a b le  documents in  th e  

South du rin g  the War betw een th e  St&tea* These l e t t e r s  g iv e  

a good id e a  o f  the custom s and c o n d it io n s  o f  th e  p eo p le  o f  

th e  p o s t - r e v o lu t io n  period *  There were no r eg u la r  m a ils .  

They had to  a w a it a  fa v o u r a b le  o p p o rtu n ity 11 to  w rite*  O ften  

a l e t t e r - w r i  t e r  made t h i s  sta tem en t, MI have an op p ortu n ity  

to  send t h i s  by John -  e t c * w Che man w r it in g  to  h is  ni&ce 

reprim anded her fo r  n ot w r it in g  and named s e v e r a l p erson s  

by whom she cou ld  have se n t  him a l e t t e r ,  as w e l l  as by 

th e  V ir g in ia  Troop. C onsidering the d i f f i c u l t i e s ,  p eop le  

w rote w ith  su r p r is in g  frequency* This seems to  in d ic a te  

th a t  t r a v e le r s  were very  numerous. On© l e t t e r  m entioned a  

s ta g e  coach bu t from the l e t t e r ,  i t  seems th a t the t e r r i to r y  

covered  by i t  was very  lim ited *  A rep o rt o f  a Journey g iv en  

in  another l e t t e r  gave the method o f  tra n sp o r ta tio n  from  

Savannah to  P h ila d e lp h ia , the slow  p ro g ress  and the hazards

o f  th e  tr ip *
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Throughout t h i s  whole c o l l e c t io n  o f  Anthony L e tte r s  

th e  deep in t e r e s t  i n  r e l ig io n  i s  shown "by o ld  and young 

a l i k e .  A g r e a t  r e v iv a l  i s  d e scr ib ed  where many p eo p le  

**went down in to  the water*1 A maiden aunt w rote her n ie c e  

to  "shun young company and to  read and th in k  o n ly  o f  

r e l i g i o n .  She p r e sen ted  her thoughts and th e o r ie s  on 

r e l ig io n  w hich shows th a t women as w e ll  as men were in t e r e s t e d  

in  th e o lo g y . S c a r ce ly  a l e t t e r  in  t h i s  c o l l e c t io n  f a i l e d  

to  make some m ention o f  Gtod or r e l ig i o n  w hich p roves th a t

th ere  was a  deeper s p i r i t u a l  f e e l in g  than one would judge  

when th e  em phasis i s  p la c e d  on churoh a s th e  p la c e  where

th e  co u r tin g  of  t h e  p e r io d  was c a r r ie d  on.

In  t h is  c o l l e c t io n  are  to  be found many lo v e  l e t t e r s .  

These show th a t  th e  young p eo p le  o f th a t  day were n ot a t  

a  lo s s  in  th e  e x p r e ss io n  o f  d ep th  o f  f e e l in g .  Head a  

p o r t io n  o f  one o f  th e se  l e t t e r s  -  w r it te n  January 4 , 1788 .

I am a l i t t l e  su r p r ise d  a t  your not; 
w r it in g  to  me to  l e t  me know whether 
I  am spending my tim e in  v a in  or n o t .
You are th e  o n ly  one th a t whom I Doth 
ad ore . Your anim ate lo o k s  b oth  charmed 
my Eyes so  th a t  your D en ia l w i l l  Sink  

me in to  a b so lu te  D esp a ir , th ese  l in e s  come 
a s  no make-game o f  D iv ersio n  they  came 

from th e  bottom  o f my h eart which c u p ii  
h ath  s u r e ly  wounded excuse ray b o ld n ess  
t h i s  when Said  in  the in s ta n t  o f  
sn a tch in g  sm all favours means I am 
sounding the channel to  See how you 
w i l l  take sm all l ib e r t y s .  i f  you 

excu se  t h i s  I s h a l l  have room I hope, to  
p roceed  to  g rea ter  th ere  are few women 
who would not sooner fo r g iv e  an ex cess  
o f b o ld n ess than an excuse o f modesty 
I must c o n fe s s  th a t I lo v e  you i n f i n i t e l y  
above a l l  the crea tu res th a t I ever beheld
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w ith  my e y e s ,  X hope you w i l l  n o t 
l e t  me la n g u is h  and d i e : D ear lo v e ly
I  hope you w i l l  w r i t e  to  me, e i t h e r  
a d e n ia l  o r incouragem en t & l e t  me 
n o t spend my la b o u r  i n  v a in #  I f  you 
do r i g h t  g iv e  th e  l e t t e r  to  C ousin  C#T#
& no doub t b u t  I  s h a l l  g e t  i t  w i th  
s a fe ty #  P ray  W rite  by th e  f i r s t
o p p o r tu n ity  I  have  no more a t  p r e s e n t :
Only rem a in  your D u t i f u l  lo v e r  u n t i l  D eath#

I f  th e  w r i t e r  c o n s id e re d  such  an  a rd e n t  d e c l a r a t i o n  

" s m a ll  l i b e r t y s " ,  w hat w ould  a  f a v o ra b le  r e p ly  c a l l  f o r t h ?  

The men w ere l a v i s h  i n  t h e i r  p r a i s e s  o f women, e s p e c i a l l y  

b e fo re  m a rria g e #  T here  i s  a  s e r i e s  o f  lo v e  l e t t e r s  i n  t h i s

g roup  i n  w hich  th e  la d y  i s  a d d re s s e d  a s  MR e sp le n d e n t Hympth"

b e fo re  m a rr ia g e  an d  a f t e r  a s  "D ear M rs ."  The g e n e r a l  o r d e r  

o f  t h in g s  in  t h a t  day  seemed to  be  t h a t  b e fo re  m a rr ia g e  th e  

la d y  w as th e  re c ip ie n t  o f  e x tr a v a g a n t  p r a i s e  b u t  a f t e r  

m a rria g e  h e r  d u ty  was to  f l a t t e r  h e r  L ord  and  M a s te r  and 

c o n s ta n t ly  p ro v e  t o  him  t h a t  he w as th e  w is e r  o f th e  tw o; 

to  make him  in to  a  s o r t  o f  God, v e n e ra te d  by h i s  n e ig h b o rs  

and r e s p e c te d  by h i s  h o u seh o ld  and  s e rv a n ts #  I n  t h i s  w ay, 

she w as a b le  to  c o n t r o l  him  a n d  h i s  d e c i s io n s  w ith o u t h i s  

h a v in g  th e  s l i g h t e s t  s u s p ic io n  o f t h i s  s t a t e  o f  a f f a i r s #  

T ru ly  woman r u l e d  a s  w e l l  a s  r e ig n e d ,  "Queen o f th e  Home", 

b u t a t  w hat a  f e a r f u l  c o s t i

14 Anthony L etters#
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