Readers sound off on Trump on 9/11, Vision
Zero and rescued chickens

Former President Donald Trump speaks to the crowd after the fight between Evander Holyfield and Vitor Belfort during Evander Holyfield vs. Vitor
Belfort presented by Triller at Seminole Hard Rock Hotel & Casino on September 11, 2021 in Hollywood, Florida. (Douglas P. DeFelice/Getty Images)

A persistent enemy of our country

Staten Island: On a solemn day of remembrance on the 20th anniversary of one of the most memorable
and tragic events — another “date which will live in infamy” — President Biden and former Presidents
Barack Obama, George W. Bush and Bill Clinton attended memorials. Only one was deliberately
missing, former President Trump, who chose to visit NYC police and fire departments.

Being true to form, and while he praised their valiant efforts, he wasted no time in criticizing Biden’s
withdrawal from Afghanistan. He was surprised and very serious as to why it hadn’t come up in other
9/11 memorial speeches. “It was gross incompetence,” he said. As we have heard ad nauseam since he
lost the election, he told those in attendance that the election was rigged and made reference to fake
news as he pointed to newscasters in the room. He then went back to Florida to call a boxing match on
pay-per-view for $49.95.

We’ve heard the recitation of the names of those who perished, which included those on Flight 93, who
knew they would perish as did the others, and who took the position of diverting the plane that crashed
in an empty field outside Shanksville, Pa. The 9/11 Commission reveals that it was just 240 miles



northwest of Washington, or about another 30 minutes of flying time from the nation’s capital. It is still
unknown if the hijackers’ destination was the White House or the Capitol, the latter being attacked
almost 20 years later by our own U.S. citizens influenced by Trump’s incendiary rhetoric since losing
the election and prompted by his rallying cry to “fight like hell” to stop the certification of Biden’s
victory on Jan. 6, 2021 — another date which will live in infamy. Michele Corelli

Many questions

Bayside: Who is the woman or man behind the curtain? Why is the president of the United States being
censored? Who cuts him off when he gets confused? Is the president okay? Who is in charge? Gen.
Mark Milley? Has there been a coup that we don’t know about? Timothy Collins

Power move

Ridgewood, N.J.: The move by the U.S.-U.K.-Australia to form a strategic military partnership is a
major move by Biden and two key U.S. allies to begin to counter China’s provocations in the Asia-
Pacific region. China will have to take notice and realize that the U.S. will not allow Beijing to expand
its autocratic power to the region. This is a major geopolitical move. Ed Houlihan

Reckless law

Manhattan: “Hell on wheels” (editorial, Sept. 15) urges immediate implementation of a law passed in
February 2020 to punish reckless drivers. Maybe it’s better than nothing, but the law only applies to
cars that run up “15 speed camera tickets or five red light camera tickets within a year.” The owners
must take a safe driving course or their car may be seized. Really? Fifteen speeding tickets or five red
light tickets in one year? And they may get off with taking a safe driving course. Does anyone believe
that would make a difference? A total of four speeding or red light tickets in one year is more than
ample reason to take the car away. Are we going to arrest people only if they shoot at someone more
than five times in a year? John Guinan

Make it hurt

Brooklyn: Another dead child at the hands of a criminal motorist ("Infant killed in hit-&-run,” Sept.
13). Mayor de Blasio’s adoption of Sweden’s Vision Zero program was a well-meaning failure. This
type of traffic improvement cannot be grafted onto New York City’s manic driving styles. Criminals
behind the wheel cannot be swayed by traffic-calming techniques. Gridlock Sam has been debunked.
Sometimes we need more stick and less carrot. Let’s try increasing the number of NYPD highway
patrols, including motorcycle cops during warm weather months. We have all these state troopers here
in the city — put them to better use, to start. I’d like to see fewer memorial candles on the sidewalks
and more killer drivers behind bars. E. Wollman

Blind as a bat

Carle Place, L.I.: It’s most appropriate that Mayor de Blasio’s plan is called Vision Zero. He never sees
anything. Rudy Rosenberg

Dig it
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Manhattan: Congratulations on your front page on Wednesday (”Bill de Fail-sio,” Sept. 15). Perfect. It
sums it all up, beautifully. Gary C. Marshall

Loose cannon

Manhattan: What a mess de Blasio is leaving. Does the city have someone like Gen. Mark Milley to
protect us from any further damage? God help us if we don’t! David Moretti

Free birds

Malverne, L.I.: As one of the rescuers of the 300 live chickens abandoned by a slaughterhouse-bound
truck on a Brooklyn street (“300 live chickens abandoned on Brooklyn street, animal rights activists
race to scene,” Sept. 10), I am glad to see their story being told by the Daily News. Every year, tens of
thousands of birds are sacrificed for Kaporos. In most cases, their screams never make the press.
Whether these birds were bound for animal sacrifice or one of more than 80 live slaughter markets in
New York City, it matters not to the baby birds who just wanted to live. Nearly 200 of these birds have
already been delivered to animal sanctuaries where they will have acres to roam and forage and never
be killed or eaten. Readers can help save this many animals annually. Each vegan spares nearly 200
animals every year. There’s simply no easier way to help animals than by leaving animals off your
plate. John Di Leonardo, president, Long Island Orchestrating for Nature

In memoriam

St. Albans: I would like to offer my condolences to the family of Norm Macdonald. He will be sorely
missed by family, friends, fellow comedians and all of his adoring fans. He was terrific as the Weekend
Update anchorman on “Saturday Night Live.” He was also marvelous in doing impressions of Burt
Reynolds, Larry King, Quentin Tarantino and David Letterman. When he gets to heaven, he will
probably have God and all the angels rolling in the aisles with his jokes. Rest in peace, Norm. Leslie
Langer

Follow our lead

Mount Royal, Quebec: Individuals and groups have long recommended that New York carriage horses
be replaced by a far more humane option — attractive electric carriages. In December 2019,
Montreal’s new mayor and council listened to Montrealers and did just that! As in New York,
Montreal’s controversial carriage horse trade had been around for many years. Fortunately, changing
attitudes are less accepting of animal abuse. Horses don’t belong on city streets for so many reasons.



Dec. 20, 2019, was an exciting moment for everyone who worked so hard and for so long on this issue.
Montreal is now free of the sight of suffering horses exhausted and lame from the hard pavement,
heavy loads, long hours in the heat and cold and poor care. Looking back, it all seems like a no-brainer,
so New York, do the right thing and follow in Montreal’s footsteps! It’s easier than you think! 4nne
Streeter

Harsh critique

Bronx: Voicer Gilbert M. Lane feels many in the Black community are “not smart” because they’re
hesitant to take a COVID shot. He states that the Tuskegee syphilis experiment had nothing to do with
vaccines. Yes, the Tuskegee Experiment did not, in fact, involve vaccines. What it did involve was the
American government’s wicked actions towards its Black citizens, which, historically speaking, are
many. For a Black man to call other Black people “not smart” for their longstanding mistrust of the
government is mind-boggling. Jonathan Solomon

Overblown

Bronx: To Voicer Chet Walker: Of the two women who complained about Scott Stringer, neither were
former aides. One was a former campaign worker who lied that she was not working for Andrew Yang
and told other lies as well. The other was a waitress at Scott’s restaurant who said Scott tried to kiss
her. She said no and he apologized and stopped — what you are supposed to do? Richie Nagan



