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In this book chapter, Martin Lund analyzes Chris Claremont’s changes made to the
original X-Men adversary, Magneto. Initially, his character had no backstory and just was a
violent man who lashed out on humans for their mistreatment of mutants. However, Claremont’s
run with the X-Men created a Magneto origin story, making him a holocaust survivor, and gave
him a firm vision/manifesto that he upheld for mutant rights. His forceful and violent approaches
directly oppose Professor X’s pacifism, ultimately creating a complex discourse on civil rights.
This is relevant for my research as it provides a deeper understanding of the social issues that
Claremont wrote about in his X-Men and what they meant for his contemporary audience.
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Widely considered to be the first “real” superhero in American comic book history,
understanding Superman’s impact is important in understanding the massive superhero comic
book industry that would soon follow. In this book, Lund critically analyzes the earliest
Superman comics and argues that the hero and his origins were Jewish in culture and identity.
This is relevant to my research since I seek to construct an understanding of how comic books
reflect American culture and identity. As such, by examining how the first superhero and
framework for superheroes represented, I can comparatively apply it to the heroes in the decades

that follow, including both Stan Lee’s and Chris Claremont’s X-Men.
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This article analyzes the X-Men in the greater context of science fiction, pulp fiction, and
the evolution of themes in the superhero genre. He argues that the “American dreams” of the
X-Men mutants have gone through an evolution as the comics began to adopt a more liberal
political stance. One way in which this is evident in Trushell’s research is the analysis of the
characters and their ethnic identities. Likewise, Trushell examines the shift from superpower
mysticism of the Golden Age to the scientific explanations of superpowers in the Silver Age—a
demonstration of the more grounded and real take on the superhero genre. This is significant for
my research since it contextualizes the changes in comics with the post-war boom of science and
industrialization. Trushell’s work also is significant as it demonstrates how the X-Men comics
were designed to reflect the concerns and desires of marginalized groups and communities that

were contemporary to the comic’s publication,
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