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Four Types of Collections

ÅRecord Groups (institutional history)

ÅManuscript Groups (archival 
collections outside of Record Groups)

ÅThe Pennsylvania and Regional 
History Collection (often out -of-print)

ÅThe Rare Book Collection               
(well known authors and titles)

ÅMore than 1300 research requests 
answered last year



RG 148: IUP Social Justice Collection
Identifying diverse resources in legacy collections



The first students at IUP 
(Indiana State Normal School)

The IUP Social Justice Project
Finding our first students and so much more

Helen Dixon ɀ Class of 1926 International Students



Finding new ways to identify 
diversity in legacy collections

IUP Social Justice Project



University Resources to Consider

ÅPublications ɀ student newspapers, employee newsletters, catalogs, magazines, 
publicity & promotional materials, and yearbooks

ÅRecord Groups ɀ institutional history, centers, and student programs

ÅManuscript Groups ɀ papers donated by individuals and groups

ÅPhotographs ɀ campus scenes, sports, events, and students

ÅGenealogy ɀ county histories, census records, family papers, and websites

ÅDatabases ɀ Access Newspaper Archive, Newspapers.com, and Accessible Archives

ÅLegacy collections ɀ what to look for ... Keyword Vocabulary 

ÅNew resources to collect ɀ diversity, equity, and inclusion - be proactive

ÅDisplays and exhibits on campus ɀ engage with students and employees



Diversity found in many Collections

Å2ÅÃÏÒÄ 'ÒÏÕÐÓȡ 7ÏÍÅÎȭÓ !ÄÖÉÓÏÒÙ #ÏÕÎÃÉÌȠ !ÆÒÉÃÁÎ !ÍÅÒÉÃÁÎ 
#ÕÌÔÕÒÁÌ #ÅÎÔÅÒȠ 7ÏÍÅÎȭÓ *ÕÄÉÃÉÁÌ "ÏÁÒÄȠ ÁÎÄ /ÒÁÌ (ÉÓÔÏÒÙ )ÎÔÅÒÖÉÅ×Ó

ÅManuscript Groups:  Jewish and Islamic Culture; Pennsylvania 
Heritage Commission; IUP Mascot Collection; Beulah Johns (WW2 
Nurse); Ramona Hull (Philippines) Eastern Orthodox Collection;  J. 
Neal Griffith Autographs; and Patricia Hilliard Robertson (astronaut) 



Å IUP Football (Record Group 32)

Å IUP Video Collection (RG 67)

Å IUP Dance and Performance (RG 111)

Å IUP Basketball (Record Group 143)

IUP Collections



Creative ways to engage with students 
and the community

Built -in Outreach



Grant-funded Projects
Å Pennsylvania Historical & Museum Commission (PHMC) Historical & 

Archival Records Care (HARC) Grant to digitize and transcribe oral history 
interviews with African American Women working for the Jeannette Glass 
Company (1940s-1980s) in Jeannette, Pennsylvania (Manuscript Group 76)

Å IUP Mini -Grant to conduct oral history interviews to document COVID-19 
experience with students, employees, and the community.  Collaborative 
project with the IUP Department of English (Record Group 110: 
Documenting COVID)

Å IUP@150 ɀ grant to create text panels and brochure (Fall 2025)



Folklife Division of the Southwestern Pennsylvania Heritage 
Preservation Commission

Manuscript Group 76

PHMC HARC Grant paid undergraduate and graduate students, 
Digitization of supporting documentation and oral history interviews
Purchase of scanners and workstation



Documenting African American 
communities working for Glass 
Companies in Pennsylvania

Jeanette Glass Company 
Diamond / Dugan Glass in Indiana, Pennsylvania



Oral History Interview Projects

African American families found in IUP collections



Conversion of all Audio / Video 

Shirley Chisholm (1924-2005) 

First African American Woman 
elected to the United States Congress 
(1969-1983)

Manuscript Group 176 (U-Matic Tape)



The Sonya Stewart Collection

African American History in Indiana County, Pennsylvania



Broadening our scope ð 
Map of the Known World (1154) 


