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Of support 

t 
to · i rne improve it f 

facul t urther . " Wi th t hirty-four f ull-

du Y, sev 
at e enty-four d · t t d 17 

gra ua t e ass1s an s , an 5 gra-

Prom. . "not inunodes t to s ay that we are 
students in a ' he felt i· t 

pl ls l n g s it u at i on . " 2 8 •ased - The department was equallY 

our de p wro t e , "Needless to saY, the new regime 

. ' one l.n member 

art ment · 29 is highly satis factorY•" 

Sha at nnon ' s vo . 
Mary l l UJll1n ous correspondence during his years 

'ion reflected h i s s tature in tbe historica l prof es-

'tude n t s 1 she rs ' editors ' org ani za tion s ' professors and 
and 

Pub l . 

l•ct a g · t his advi ce . He advised a publisher to re-
. sou h 

Bphon 
th

a t h e f ound "as easY to 1ay dm.,n as a 
man 

te1 uscript 

cl.tt1.· e d irecto "'-' _ .. 3 O a t Cle - , t o a journal e ditor he returne wo 

qt , " i s e valuations the first "not verY impor-

ta,., s with h . 
th , 

ti e sec . 

0

n 

1

· 

0nd 
worthwhile but too narrow for the publica-

present f orm and with his suggestions for streng­
n . 

th its 
en · l.ng it _3 1 

l:i..· annon ·ntel-

ge 

v a lued the · f "efficient, J. 

Sh nt contributions o 

'1h ' sensi t · · d that 
•ne ive , industrious editors " and c1aime 

an e d· ·twas im-

itor worked bard on his own 
st

yle, 

1 

Ver 

Pt0 Ved , 
esp e . f " with 

cia lly wh e n theY " tighten and c1ari Y · 
oors . their style; 

e ' e di tors should work to improve Youn g 

\.v ith 
aut1 

" stab1 · s •nct if i s he d authors ' the editor should suggest change 

ea.ito the e minent being a aarnn f oo l the 
a uthor insists on 

r sh · ea.i ould 1 s ,,,annon thought e ve rY 

ta et him reveal himself•" " 

t'ia1 

b o . . ld man with 

ard should have "one rebe111ous w1 
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lots Of · ideas " ' and felt 
that most mediocrity came from 

auth ors , not editors 32 
graduates also received Shannon's 

S t 
co Udents and recent 

Merle c urti'S graduate students at Wis-
Unse1 To one of 

Shannon 
wro t e urging hirn to cornplete his dissertation 

Curt· , 
ta!'1,. i s ret · 

~ of irernent, leaving until a 1ater time the 

" Polish ' 
0

•"<spa m g it in to a book - Shannon recalled the 

i Perman' 
t done! ,,33 s adage" to "Get it right if you can, but get 

ernp A re 

. loy cent Mar y land graduate seeking a change of 

t ment 0 Sh should i d' q 
a mprove his curriculum vitae, accor in . 

nnon lno ' wi th ' 1 d ' "c specific suggestions for improvement, inc u -

orrect t ypos ,,34 
u . 

c nq uest · 
OnslUnin ionably , Shannon's chief concern and moS

t 

time-

ne g res 
w fa ponsibilitY at college park involved recruiting 

::. CUlty 
"0.cl • 

Adr· 
Sh ienne 

ann on 
both . , but 

. J..n Am 
<ts eric ding Of an and European historY as well• as expan 

fer· 
tios . ings in L t. .,...sian studies and 

Stb1 a in American and East~ 

Sh Y est · 

an ablish. . h. storY of science, 

non ing a new program 1n th• 

1 

:fa.... wrote t un trY 
.._ o gnout tne co 

h sugg a number of people throu 

e a. estions Ske and appraisals. 

\.1· d a l.J.1 h friend 
, "What kind of 

w· ave . l.sh in the . eat profession in five 

0 at tract ff to the Maryland sta · 

Two distinguished facultY additions , wayne col• 

Ko ch . h sarne tirne as 
' Joined the department at t e 

the department had high 1evel positions to fill 

nective appointee, 

of one prosi:­
ao you thinl< 11e 

stature ? "35 TO tnose 11e 

years• 
h• mentioned th• su-
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Pe:tb res · earch l.ngt facilities 
on available to schola rs in th• wash-

area 
to the F , al though he 

reported th• tim• f rom th• campus 

es 6 r y variously as ten or twenty-five min-

Ut 3 olger Libra 

B rn y early ents Feb ruary , 1966 , . 
for Shannon ~nounced four appoint-

fesso-.- the fol lowi· ng 

• fall , two to th• rank of full pro-

•11 aber , a Johns Hopk in• ph. o. in European 

int Francis H 

-lJO" • his to · d "ls H rv , came from th• uni ve rs i ty of F 10<1 a· 
t ectual 

tofess ' also a J ohn• Hopkin• graduate, accepted a full 

in Ame rican history but preferred that th• ap­p arlan 

Po· orship 
:i.nt rnen t 

ena.b le 

be mad 
. e as "visiting " and 1imi ted to on• year' to 

him 
"t ary of Congress37 Harlan a1so wanted to b• cer-

on his biographY of Booker T- washington 

t o work 
in the 

ta.in 
Libr 

he t >ea . roubles . 
ln c were over-" Before Harlan actuallY arr•-

Colllni:ls s . o llege Park ' the National His tor i cal publication• 

tngton P offered him the edi torshiP of th• Booker T- wash-
. ion 

V;_ apers 38 h t c:e l? r I n May ' Shannon reported to Harian t a 

es· s · l.de . 
l. t n t fI t the unl-ver-

Y' s ornbake was enthusiastic abou 

j coo 
•ct. " perating in setting up tlli• maior editorial pro-

so,. Qu:l te ""ornbake 11ad 
••t~ to my ,.,~ate , a 

fr:l surprise , " Sh~non • • gt ends h hO wer• 1usk•9"" 

•duat w en he was in graduate scl1°

01 

" ~ es T ] 
a.sh· ' and I llY in [B· • 

ln ,as q uite an interest persona 
l\\ent gton. "3 9 perrnanen t appoint-

' a Harlan eventuallY acc•Pted a 
'ch na the . d a significant new 

Olar1y History Depar~ent ga•n• 

Unde rtaking. 



103 

Two o f 
t ees. Shannon ' s 

in La t · mos t protracted s earches sought appoin-

a in Arn . 

0

or r es e ri c an and J apanese his torY• He confided t o 

· e re having our ups and dawns in r e -

c pondent 11 T,i/ I 

ruit · ' lng 
'l'he , too . 

cons en s a\7 us o f Sh 
•rt ak annon ' s advisors he l d that "demand haS 

en ent s upp l y " 
eri a mong La tin l\llle ri can his tori ans; "you are 

" i t a t a moment of intense competition for 

Lat · 40 in l\llleri ca and Japan are giving me f its ." 

ng t h 
qu"'l . e market 

a Y men . 11 41 I n lat e spring , 

w· 

s hannon recommended the 

!?pa· lnt inthrop Wr ight, 
the men t of 

campus 42 

Sh annon' s 
earl y i nq u i r i es for recommendations for his~ 

ca11 East A . 1 
ect . sia noted that Mary land had "an unusua 

'• •re o f Jap a n ese materials here , quit• bY accident, and 

tar · 1 an S O f 

ion 

e ag ~. er t o 43 m lldat. explo i t them-" rnquirieS went out, reco -

April, Shannon recomme
nd

ed 

th

e . · t'' a student 
lons I n 

app. poured . 
01.nt in. 

O:f ment Be o f Ma r lene Mayo , of 

rsch 
1:ne el We bb he received 

Ph. D. 

44 

a t Colwnbia universitY wheres 

Buckne ll un1vers
1 

J ' 

. h · storY of s cience 

Att emp t s to es tab lish a program 
1n the 1 

l
·st of new fields 

the J. 
f the oepartrnent, took_ 

eve 
te n lon <::om ge r to r ealize. 

mena 
th

e d e d by the Committee 

eve1 
the opment ap o f a program in th• 

t· Point 
10

n ment of s o meone to direct 

Soo 
Cl:f n 

the 

First on 

on the future o 
f 

· ence and 

historY O sci on I s atten-

it drew s nann 

nis first appraisals 

af te r h ' is arri val, although 

Poss • . 
l b il i t" negatiV•· 

i e s in this regard were 
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in 9Uiry about the 
possibility of arranging a joint appoint-

0 

the biological sciences and the his-
lt\ent . in the h i:.,tory f 
tor y of med . . 
clt lClne 

tan ' 
gement 

at th· 45 

T 

is universitY seem verY slim indeed," 

he replied that •prospects for such an 

later, making appointments to meet possi-
'WO 

ble months 
cand· 

I-I· J.dates 
l.st or· ica1 

,,,.,,he As -L sociat· 
Whol ion meeting in san prancisco, he wrote, 

ctna e questi . 46 
th on of history of science is in fluX nere" 

at " to there · 
9o , is a move from the science deoartments · · 

in • 

be for th. 
fi is field in a big -waY• probablY nothing will 

t'm b Eatl y late this mon th. 

Yin 
t\ob the new 

ert 

:Plan 
for 

Si"" two · 
"ce a11 Junior appointments rather than one senior , 

capabl 48 

1 

e senior men were taken , 

tel"\ n February , b · tted a ~

0

rt 1966, a facultY committee su ml 
t

0 

Ptopos · · the his-
ty ing t he establishment of a program 

1

n 

ana 
lish Philos I ,,, portz of tne Eng-

D ophy of science. Jo in • • 
t,. epart ,,., of '"'le men t o,yrnond ooetSCl• -

tab , served as chairman, with w 

l? J.olog 

•s Y H . 
5 

,,,,,a ]\stronornY, Alan 

- ~ ' · =ard Laster of physic "" 

Of 
C Ph. h as 
out~e J.losophy, -hrs 1nasrnuc o and Sh annon as me"~e · 

s . 
call in the . ffered in p.meri-

~ni history of science had been° l, '1ers · , ttee found _r,1arY-

"-l:J.d l ities si·nce t,,.,e cornrn1-the 19 30' s , 1' 

ate • t n •te in d no washing 

O 

-

au. eveloping a prograrn; rnoreover, 

ni" t 
ersi ty Tl1e atternPt a 

offered such a prograrn• 

for , · appointment in the field at th• p.mer1can 

f
. 114 7 

I f t J.

·t rnaY never be 1-rrn• 
. n ac , 

year , Shannon mt with William coiem~ a

nd 

Karg 
on d h at Johns Hopkins university , who sugge

st

e e 
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Mar Yl ana , wh · Bon ich arose f 

ors ram a s uggestion of the Undergraduate 

Coun . 

0 

asse ' resulted i n the f ormation of the committee 

enc es , elicit information from ex-
t cil 

ss th Pe:r1· e possibili· t i' 

ed h' de istory 
Ve l of scien c e people around the nation, and 

Op a proposa l 49 
With would be e s tablished in the HistorY oepart-

The 
lllent progr am 
a.ssist one appointme nt in the philosophY oepartment• TWO 

ant Ilia.... p r ofesso r s 

• m would be appointed rather t han one se-

lna· ' t he ap · f 11 of 1967 ln po intments to be made for the a · 
r· ember 

t g t he 1. 
•oonun i b rary ho lding s "inconsiderable," the proposal 

D ended a . . 
•~art dditi ona l f unds allocated either to t he aistorY 

b udget or to McKeldin LibrarY· 

The corn-

. rnent lib rary 
lllit tee env· . isione d toP Ve a " pro g ram with a future," no t a s -

. 
1
y vice 

nture 5 0 

I? The un. tes. i versi t y 

administration reacted negatl ve · 
· · tb 1ibrarY a

nd 

cited inadequacies 1n e 
whether th t had a position avail-

1 de · 
nt H 

qlles . ornbak e 
t10 

a.b nea 
le for 

to 

e History vepartrnen ap prograrn failed 

pointment. He noted that tile "s bS ,, and feared tbe 

ome cultural areas and epoc d
uced teacbin9 

its 

:tep :te 
ho sent 

SJ:r arn 
\!litb a re 

lo Would au, th f avor new personnel 

t en ou rewa d 
% i r them for publications , 

So"'"' n terp 'll'° - er son 1 . ,,, . n Of a relationships w1t"
1 

Db the P uc""ati' c , 11owever. 

~t anning referred such ~n ~. rob lems b rea ~ ~ may have been u 

o~osais confided to Portz that Hornbake p to a . ne should nave 

·•
0 th

rough channels and thls 

0 
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been 
Prese rne nted j . 

nts ointly by the Honors prograJU and the oepart-

of H' Ma istory 
nning _s2 a

nd 
Philosophy , with a covering 1etter from 

Anoth er 
position not filled durin9 Shannon's aaministra-

tion 
Was th Hist ory Department's 

P:r· e 
lsc· llla 

to:r y . D 
8 urin 
, . Burk g Land ' s first year as department head, Edmund 

C e , p 
oniPan resident of Ke lly -Springfield Tire and Rubber 

Un· Cumhe 1 f th lYer , r and, Mary land, and one-time member o e 

Ald en Burke 

Memorial professorshiP in American sis-

Y of 

w· sity• 
lth a s Board of Regents' approached the universitY 

des· a r-r· ire to h ,lft onor his wife , 

then in poor health, with 

of limited formal education 

b to th \:tt ,, e university 
. cu1 t . • A man and wen-read," gurke envisioned a donation 

American historY· Alvin E- cormenY• oirec-
ln ivated 

the 
t 

fiel 
Ot d of 

Of b Endo 
•r1 •na wmen t and De ve 1opmen t' suggested 1and visit cum-

"ou and talk . ourin9 the <se with Burke about his proposal• 

~ Of 
1.:tti- several r,and that ~e ~ visits, it became apparent to 

:t:· antPd 

>11 - to · tion to be 
•db endow a permanent staff pas• hi y a " f. 1d of AJlled-can 

Stai:-y recognized scholar in the J.e 

II 

~on , with to recognize the 1es-

s Of a demonstrated "abilitY ells a history t aeveloorrients." ae 
~an and relate them to curren • 

()tel tea the to teach sorrie under-

duate occupant of the chair Pas . s each dJllinistrati ve 
l ti semester and not to hO ld an a ~ on i· •fter aurke's 

eel n thP a · versi t Y · l" 

th • - epartmen t or in the un• tn 1966 d his bequest of 

' 
th

e Board of Regents announce 
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the firs t endowed chair in American his­

left $100 , 000 to the universitY's scho1arshiP 
to f • inancc 

he a l t so 
urke chair would be filled bY a committee tust fund 

earn • 
Posed of 

The B 

the p . 
resident of the university, head of the fa-

of th . 54 cult Y, and head The f. e His tory oepartment , 
lng th nominee declined the appointment, foresha-

do,., . 1 rs t . 

Si}{ e prob l ems the t 
Year department would have over the nex 

t · s ' d 

lon espi te the obvious advantages of salarY' 1oca-

' teach. 
111il lna lo d . u 1 I-Ia ton ° a , and research possibili ties, u

0 

man -

ch ·· 
of KentuckY because 

Of ose to 
remain at the universitY 

55 
advan tages. ov-e 

retirement rria• lng 

11\o,:;i During 
Shannon's chairmanship, the 1ong-awaited re-

the H • . . F cis scott 
istory Department offices in ran '-lei . in R g of 

ey Ba11 . 
ac: final 1 c:onun Y took p lace. 

odat· 
ht 5 ions 

s'" 6 
Dep Shann artm on advised the 

ab1 en t was " Y rn

0 

excessive l y 

Off· re off. l.ce ice space." 

. . d artrnental 
oescribin9 the ep 

l ana ctc:1~. t wo ~J..n sets o f offices 

t g Pri 
!)~ft 5 7 vacy 

and security fr orn the 

h, ln t 
•11el'l.t he s P . 's t ring of 1967, Shannon 

ta empor take arv move to Terrapin aall, 

\'lh· a11 l.ch. i valuables 
s 1· lkely 58 to b e chaotic." 
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back . 
in the Se re f urb · 

l!lester i shed quar t ers by the beginning of the fall 

t , only t 
esU!ned 59 h e large lecture ball ,,,as r e adY ,.,hen classes 

Off ' epa rtment cont i nued t o i mprovise classr oom 
a.na The d 

ice corn s pace unti· 1 · 11 
Plet ed 

60 

mid-November, v,hen ,.,ork was f1n a Y 

Shanno , a· turn d n s announcement of the i mpen 1n9 re 

a.t1.· rtmen t • · d 

0

n s gradua t e ass i s tants reflected his cons

1 

er-ta t he epa 
lrd fl ir concerns . He reported that the remodel ed 

th . s for the . 
l f i ed contained no buil t-inde skS as original plans spe-

cl. cc t he c ,, d c 
0

1.c1.es v1ould c · oor 

0

1t1m 
0

~mewhat larger-than-el<Pecte " · · , but 

rn Odate a ·
0

:te a r e g ular de s k 
es · 

Se]_., irable t ve h a n o t he r s 
s th ' 

l'le e 
ea.s ana. 

her your int pett""r than 1," 

1 

•rrea .ern a 1 peck ing order 

0 

"h a "la . "sorr1eti,.,ing 1i1<.e the 01<-

0tt,a r ssez-faire " operation, " 

t lan d · 

he rush t h ,. 61 :rn tne rernoae11.n g ' 

dep • at i s yo ur business• · 
1:.\laJ.1 artment 1ounge , even-

y n · at las t got itS facultY-student 

dfi\ed · in h 
D onor o f professor ~auer• •er" e partm of the profes sion 

" Sha en t members and indeeO' members '"n ckea ' . a tO 1eave Marr 
d, A. in ear 1 y 19 6 8 ,;hen Shannon aecl de •nt numb to his staf f ' 

•rea . er of facto rs' none of wem apparent 1 
SQ · into . ,,,as person• ' 

"nnon h r s decis ion. one consioerat1on ~\\ . ana h . . versitY corn-
n,.tv rs famil y never f elt part of a unl . i:l.t a t th - . f1.· rst 1.1ousJ.ng 

ta, e ti · fhe1r •1g n 1 vers ity o f r,,1ar''1anC• 
~ eme J 1lY f ound 
so nt s even tu• 

00

lhinoa proved unsat i s f actorY, a
nd 

weY . comfor-
t:% auo . s. 1ver s pr1.ng ' 

l o ns i n a 1 t 1n 

1 
ana arge apartrnen removed uom 

ace q t pl1ys ica11Y 
la t e for t he i r ne e os J:>llt 

and chai r - with ,~e of t he space• 
G.l\5 them-· 

~nannon 1e f t to 
t h

e 
1 

assiq . u kno>' your 
nrng of cubicles, "inasmuch as yo :rf theY 
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the campus. M th h 
ore ant at, however, Shannon found the uni-

versity generally lacking in a sense of community, situated 

in a large urban area with most of its large student body 

a
nd even many facul t y membe rs coming from some distance to 

th e campus, "a place you go during the day." He sensed a 

similar lack within the department, its members living in 

s 
62 

cattered locations. 

~he decisive fa ctor lay in the nature of the position 

he moved into at Ru tgers University, which elevated the his­

t ory chairman at its New Brunswick campus in to a posi tion 

superior to chairmen at its other two campuses. The new 

appointment, termed a "super chief , " would direct all gra­

duate programs in history for the university. Moreover , 

Ru tgers enjoyed a long tradition of excellence; at Maryland, 

despite the gains achieved by President Elkins , Shannon £el t 

tradition represented something to be overcome.
63 

When Shannon left in 1968, the History Department of 

the Uni versity of Maryland approached the ranks of the most 

distinguished departments in the nation. The faculty boasted 

a number of notable scholars, several already with prize-win­

ning p ublications and all still young enough to make further 

important contributions. It offered a comprehensive pro-

gram of studies on a ll levels, graduate and undergraduate . 

I ts graduate program had matured at last; in the ten years 

Of Land 's and Shannon 's administrations, the department award-
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ea 182 master's degrees and forty-two doctorates. 
64 

Departmental offerings ranged from those in traditional 

areas f h • 
0 istorical study to a number of courses in new fields 

Of h. 
1.storical thought and inquiry. To the traditional pur-

8ui ts f 0 teaching, research, and writing , the department added 

th e important new discipline of historical editing , thereby 

not only giving gracl.uate students experience in this useful 

and rigorous process hut also gaining recognition for the 

department and the university as the location of the program. 

Finally , the department at last achieved the administration's 

recognition of its need t o reward excellence with commensu­

rate compensation, for those the department would like to 

keep as well as those it would like to attract . The History 

Department of the University of Maryland stood at last on the 

th reshold of excellence. 
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