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OVERVIEW - Land as Teacher Studio

In the Spring of 2026 University of Maryland Architecture students in the ARCH 601 advanced graduate design studio had the opportunity to en-
gage Accokeek Foundation and members of the Piscataway Tribe to envision what “Land as Teacher Architecture” might be at Piscataway Park.
Together, community partners and students developed design tools and processes to foster conversations about sustainable and culturally informed
architecture appropriate for the Mid-Atlantic Region. The coursework explored a range of building typologies and programs (including educational,
institutional and residential) through indigenous perspectives, the lens of critical regionalism, and other approaches in the discipline of architecture
and urban design that consider both traditional and contemporary practices together.

The semester’s design work was grounded by collaboration with the Accokeek Foundation, a non-profit that helps to steward the 5,000-acre Pis-
cataway Park and National Colonial Farm in Southern Prince George’s County, serve public schools with educational programming, and support
communities in Southern Maryland. Members of the Piscataway Tribe shared their plant, animal and soil stories with the students to frame design
work in lived experiences and cultural traditions. GriD Architects, a local firm whose principals graduated from the M Arch program at University of
Maryland, offered their expertise in regionally-informed building practices in Maryland during design reviews.

A special thank you to the following collaborators for their time and effort:

Accokeek Foundation

Anjela Barnes, Executive Director, Piscataway
Risharda Harley, Stewardship Director, Piscataway
Tiara Thomas, Managing Deputy Director, Piscataway
Joseph Harley, Board of Trustees Chair, Piscataway
Dawud Abdur-Rahman, Trustee

Rico Newman, Trustee, Piscataway Elder

Val Proctor, Piscataway

Linda Zufelt, Interpretive & Education Director

University of Maryland ARCH 601 Students + Instructor

Jana VanderGoot, Associate Professor in Architecture

Mike De La Cruz-Garcia, Saija Fantauzzi, Albert Tuan Huynh, Jamie Liggins, McKaylie Morter, Louisa Neill, Nia Nottingham, Aleksia Qesari, Ma-
hum Shah, Garrett Smith, and Gabriela Turcious.

GriD Architects

Alick Dearie, Principal

Justin Obringer, Principal

Rebecca Stewart, Architectural Designer

Design Reviewers and Collaborators

Peymaan Motevalli-Aliabadi, M’ ARCH 2026 candidate

Felix Hernandez LACP 2026 candidate

Samantha Jamero, Architectural Designer, Smolen Emr Ilkovitch Architects
Marty Koelsch, MAPP Shop Technician

Daniel Curry, AIA, Lecturer, UMD Architecture

Eric Jenkins, Architect

Aerial photograph view of Piscataway Park, image credit: Google Earth, 2026.



