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• 12-page original research paper 
• Students lacked historical research skills
• 14 students  11 different majors and 

minors
–Half were non-History







HIS 358 – American Environmental History
Archival Research Workshop – Session 1 (02/01/16)

An Introduction to Your Topic – Group 1 

Over the course of 5 workshop sessions, your group will work with archival materials on the 
topic described below. You will use these primary source materials, along with secondary 
sources, to answer the research question posed to your group. During the 6th session, you will 
present your findings to the class.

TOPIC: ENVIRONMENTAL SCIENCE

University curriculum constantly evolves to reflect the concerns and interests of contemporary 
society as well as educational trends. As environmental awareness rose in the public 
consciousness during the 1960s and 70s, academic departments throughout the United States, 
including Shippensburg, began to weave an “environmental” focus into their courses. 

RESEARCH QUESTION

How and why did the study of environmental science at colleges and universities such as 
Shippensburg University develop in the 1970s?



ARCHIVAL MATERIALS RELATED TO YOUR TOPIC

• RG 19 College of Arts & Humanities, Sub-Group 3 Geography & Earth Science, 
File Box 1, Folder 5 Course Proposals – 1973 Soils

• RG 19 College of Arts & Humanities, Sub-Group 3 Geography & Earth Science, 
File Box 1, Folder 13 Environmental Science
o Other relevant folders in this box on Curriculum, Courses, Visiting Speakers, 

5 Year Program Review will be useful as well
• RG 22 School of Mathematics & Natural Sciences, Box 1, Folder 3 Curriculum & 

Program Proposals
• RG 22 School of Mathematics & Natural Sciences, Box 1, Folder 4 

Environmental Education
• RG 22 School of Mathematics & Natural Sciences, Box 1, Folder 5 

Environmental Sciences
• RG 22 School of Mathematics & Natural Sciences, Sub-Group 4 Department of 

Chemistry, File Box 1, Folder 16 Environmental Sciences Committee
• RG 4 Provost & VP for Academic Affairs, Sub-Group 1 Academic Affairs, Series 

8 Academic Programs, Box 2, Folder 6 Environmental Education Program
• Course catalogs – 1970s
• Curriculum Committee proposals – 1970s







Archives Prospectus Rubric
Group # __________________ Grade ____________

Excellent Good Fair Poor

1. Overview paragraph explains the project 
clearly and contains proper spelling and grammar.  

2. Bibliography includes at least two appropriate 
secondary sources.

3. Bibliography includes at least four primary sources 
that demonstrate a range of materials.

4. Notes are properly formatted in Chicago 
bibliography style. 

5. Annotations for each source are complete and 
contain proper spelling and grammar. 



In addition to archival materials and other primary sources, historical researchers 
need to explore and understand three broad types of secondary sources: 
• background, 
• historical context, and 
• historiographical context.

Preliminary Annotated Bibliography 
(Secondary Sources)

Put together a list of at least nine questions that will need to be answered using the 
three categories of secondary sources.







What was the most important thing 
you learned?

“How to manage my time to complete 
projects by the deadlines.”

“Be patient and persistent.”

“Researching takes time.”

“Plan Ahead!”

“How to tell the difference between primary 
and secondary sources.”
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