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this Sabine and other scientists at the Royal Society were able to deduce 

that the polar axis of the globe was less than that of the a.xis at the 

equator, and as one proceeded further north, the force of gravity at the 

surface of the earth was greater. 1 

Two clocks, on loan from the Royal Society , and the same ones used 

in Cook 's expedition fifty years earlier, were used in the experiments 

conducted. The result of these experiments was that the mean daily accel ­

eration was found to be 74,734 vibrations. This was considered to be the 

rate of the pendulum's increase between the latitudes of 51 degrees , 31 

minutes , and 08 seconds (Greenwich) and 74 degrees, 47 minutes , and 14 

seconds (Melville Island). Sabine postulated that there was a decrease 

in the force of gravity at the surface of the earth between the North Pole 

and the equator and that that figure's decrease was 0.00555258. From the 

information of the experiments conducted, Sabine construed the ellipticity 

of the earth to be 1/312.6 degrees. 

In order to further determine the exactitude of the shape of the 

earth 's sphere, Edward Sabine , with the assistance of his friend and patron 

Sir Humphrey Davy at the Office of Hydrography, set up a series of obser­

vation stations at various latitudes in Sierra Leone, St . Thomas, Ascension, 

Bahia , Maranham, Trinidad, Jamaica, and New York. 

In the expedition that the Government sent out with Clavering and 

Sabine , the latter continued his painstaking work. The purposes of this 

expedition were to conduct the following experiments: to fix times of 

1see the Appendix of Captain Edward Sabine in William E. Parry's 
Journal of a Voyage for the Discovery of the North West Passage, 1812.:l§g_Q, 
,Toho Murray , London, 1821. 
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transit of the stars to determine the rate of the clock; to adjust the 

telescope to the srune vertical plane; to determine the daily rate of chron­

ometers from preceding transits; to compare the chronometer and the clock 

at exact intervals; and lastly, to account for the number of coincidences 

in a double series of pendulum vibrations. 

From the information that Sabine was able to bring back from this 

expedition, and the tables that he had made up indicating the differences 

in the variations of the pendulum, the Royal Society discovered that: the 

length of the equatorial pendulum was established at 39.01520 inches, and 

the increase of gravitation from the equator to the North Pole was 0.20245. 

Therefore, the ellipticity of the earth was reckoned to be 1/289.1 degrees. 

What the British did was to attempt to determine the figure of the 

earth by using the pendulum on the widest possible arc. while their experi ­

ment s were not conducted at the North Pole itself, the results they derived 

from the area they covered indicated that these experiments were fairly 

accurate and conclusive . These new findings destroyed the work of the 

French geometricians who had held that the ellipticity of the earth was 

1/306. 75 degrees .
1 

On Parry's second expedition into the Arctic, it was noticed that 

wind could cause great changes in temperature in the Arctic regions. Parry 

recorded that on October 20 , the wind was at N.N. w. and the thermometer 

recorded a level of temperature at -10 degrees. However, on the 24th and 

25th of that month, when the wind had shif'ted to the S.E. there was a 

dramatic change in the temperature level as it rose to 23 degrees, a 

1John Barrow, 91?..·....£1:i·, pages 140-141. 
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difference of 33 degrees fahrenheit. Parry also recorded on this voyage 

that perhaps the most difficult aspect of Arctic exploration for a man to 

accept in the wintertime was the all-pervading silence which he found 

there , "In the very silence there is a deadness with which a human spectator 

k 
.,1 

appears out of eeping. 

On Parry s third expedition various astronomical observations were 

taken on the fixed stars; by fixed stars and the moon; by the transit of 

the moon; by Jupiter's satellites, in order to provide better navigational 

aids . In addition to this further investigation was carried out on the 

magnetic dip of the needle and the variation of the pendulum conducted 

chiefly by Lieutenant Henry Foster. The expedition hoped to find out means 

for deter mining the longitude while at sea. 

Building on Sabine's work before him, Foster was able to discover 

that the number of pendulum vibrations at Greenwich was 86,159,434 while 

the number of v ibrations at Port Bowen stood at 86 ,230 ,242. As well as 

this, Foster found that the length of the second's pendulum at Greenwich 

was 39.13911 inches while at Port Bowen the length was 39. 203468 inches. 2 

From this new information, Foster was able to conclude that the 

fraction expressing the diminution of gravity from the North Pole to the 

equator was 0 . 0054155. As a result of these experiments at Port Bowen, 

Foster received the Copley Award from the Royal Society for his studies in 

1various references are made to these phenonoma 
E. Parry 's Journal of a Second Vo a e for the Discove 
Passage, 1821-1 23, John Murray, London, 182 . 

throughout William 
of the North West 

2william E. Parry, Journal of a Third Voyage for the Discovery of 
the North West Passage, 1824-1825, John Murray, London, 1826, pages XIV, 
and 73-95. 
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this area as well as terrestial magnetism, velocity of sound and refrac-

t . 1 ion. 

These expeditions also added in knowledge to other fledgling sciences, 

particularly in Botany, Zoology and Geology. Dr. Richardson, the natural­

ist who had accompanied Franklin, collated all the data received from the 

many expeditions and opened up at the Royal Society and the British Museum 

u collection of them for future study. He divided this new store of 

scientific evidence into four new branches for classification purposes: 

the Fauna Boreali -Americana , Quadrupeds; the Fauna Boreali-Americana, 

Birds; the Fauna Boreali-Americana, Fishes; and the Fauna Boreali-Ameri-

2 
cana, Insects. 

In Geology, Professor Jameson at the University of Edinburgh was 

able to conclude from a study of the samples of rocks that were returned 

to him, that the islands in the Canadian archipelago were at one time 

formed with and a part of the great land mass of the North American con­

tinent. He found this out by comparing the deposits of secondary lime­

::, t one, sandstones, cypsum and coal that were on both these areas. What 

eave added authenticity to his findings was the fact that similar stria­

tions on the surface of these rocks were caused by the passage of water 

and ice over them. 3 

Apart from the scientific successes that resulted from these expedi­

tions, other aspects of British Arctic exploration and experience during 

1John Barrow, Qp_. cit., page 273 . 

2Ibid. , page 27 4. 

3william E. Parry's Journal of a Third Voyage . . . Q.£.· .s:!:!· , pages 
210- 232 (Appendix). 



this period were impor tant too , in that they tend t o t ell us somet hine 

r..:.bout how the Briti sh fel t about such ventures into the frozen north and 

\rhat their attituu.es were to those that they encountered there. 

Although John Barr ow was concerned about geographic discovery (It 

would be he who would be the chief figure in 1832 in founding the Royal 

Geo~raphica l Society) and scientific experimentation and development, he 

was a l s o concerned with the moral effects that Arctic service had on 

British seamen. For Barrow, the experiences that an able-bodied British 

seaman received in Arctic service was invaluable for the individuals con­

cer ned and also for the British Navy. The establishment of regular disci­

pline and good order , the fact that these men were in a controlled environ­

ment where they could be taught both by example and by practical teaching 

by the officers, could only result in an improvement in the average British 

sailor's character. Barrow pointed out that one result of this of inestim­

able benefit to the image of the Royal Navy and also to the men themselves 

was t hat the need for corporal punishment was sharply reduced. 1 

In Clowes' eight volume work on the Royal Navy, the author states 

that the most important thing about Arctic service was precisely that it 

defined strong character among the seamen who participated in it, 

Arctic service is arduous and difficult, but it offers admir-
able opportunities for gaining habits of forming quick and 
right decisions, and for cultivating presence of mind, and 
all the qualities that are needed for success in war. This 
is its most useful and important side. 2 

In their relationships with the Indians and the Eskimos, British 

explorers revealed their sense of superiority when discussing or referring 

l John Barrow, ~· ill·, pages VII-VIII. 

2william L. Clowes, The Royal Nayy, Low, Marston & Co. , London, AMS 
Press, New York, 1966, volume 6 , page 511. 
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t.o native groups. Yet their attitude to each is rather different. The 

Indians were not looked upon with much respect - we can easily recall 

F r a nklin' s experience with Ka-Ka-Wa-Rents and his admonition that mission­

h d . es were needed to tame and christianize them. Added to that of course 

wus the b loody massacre of the Eskimos by the Indians in 1772 on Hearne 's 

expedition. In addition to this, British explorers were somewhat shocked 

by t he manner in which white traders treated and used their Indian concu -

b
. 1 1.nes. It is the Eskimos who are rather favored by the British in that 

many of their aboriginal customs and values were similar to those of the 

British themselves. The Eskimos were found to have a strong sense of 

family relationship based on the father as the partriarch of the social 

unit . They were further shown to be kind, warm, simplistic, and friendly 

p eople. Perhaps Parry revealed the British attitude best when he wrote 

contrasting the Indian and Eskimo races, 

When viewed more nearly in their domestic relations, the com­
parison will, I believe, be still more in their favor. It is 
here as a social being, as a husband the father of a family, 
promoting within his own little sphere the benefit of that 
community in which Providence has cast his lot, that the moral 
character of the Esquimaux peacably seated at'ter a day of 
honest labour with his wife and children in their snow-built 

1For a good insight into the relationship that existed between the 
Indian and the British trapper in the Canadian north, see Arthur S. Morton's 
Sir George Simpson, a biography of the Governor of the Hudson's Bay Company 
from 1821 to i86o. Morton reveals that originally traders had taken squaws 
a s wives or concubines while in the frontier. This had the advantage not 
only of providing the individual trader with female company and service, 
but also meant that the trader had a ready-made supply of furs throu{sh his 
woman' s relatives. In time, the traders preferred half-breeds to the 
aboriginal type. Within two months of his arrival at Hudson's Bay, Simpson 
himself took a concubine, by whom he fathered three children. Yet, when 
the Governor wanted to take a wife , he went back to England in 1842 to 
procure one . 



hut , to the self -willed and vindictive Indian, wantonly plung ­
ing his da gger into the bosom of the helpless woman whom nature 
bids him cherish and protect . 1 

Yet, for all their seeming antipathy towards the Indian and social superior­

ity towards the Eskimo, the British were forced and compelled to learn 

f rom these native races in order to survive in the Arctic regions . Frank­

l in's use of pemmican and Indians to guide and to sew for him on his land 

expl oration and Parry's subsequent adoption of the sledge on his last 

voyage bear testimony to that . Even in dress, the British made immense 

str i des when, in the early days, " . . • when garbed in thick wool, underwear 

and outer garments alike, the polar explorers of the nineteenth century 

f 1 
.,2 

sweated and roze a ternatively. 

In addition to all this there was the personal heroism and courage 

of the explorers themselves. Cut off from all civilized living that they 

knew of, with the willingness to risk their lives in the unknown, and con­

fro nted with a harsh and alien climate , the British explor ers in the nort h 

revealed a spirit and a determination that was remarkable . In spite of 

the ma ny failures and obstacles, both physical and mental that they were 

conf ronted with , they still managed to overcome and conquer these dangers 

and so to open up the Canadian north . We have seen how various British 

explorers were thrown back, time and time again by the crushing pressure 

1parry met with bands of Eskimos on each of his first three voyages 
and was most favorably impressed by t hem. This account i s taken from his 
l ast experience wi t h them and ends a general di s cussion on the Eskimo in 
the l ast chapter of Parry ' s third expedit i on , J ournal of a Third Voyage ..• 
pages 113-130. 

2 
Patrick D. Baird, The Polar Worl d, John Wiley & Sons , Inc . , New 

Yor k , 1964 , page 42. 
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of the ice that stopped them , only once more , undaunted in spirit like 

P lly Fr1.dtjof Nansen, a arry, to sa forth again the following summer. 

famous Arctic explorer in his own right tells us why, 

But from the first to the last the history of polar exploration 
is a sinele mighty manifestation of the power of the unknown 
over the mind of man, perhaps greater and more evident here 
than in any other phase of human life. No where else have we 
won our way so slowly, no where else has every new step coSt 

so much trouble, so many privations and sufferings, and cer­
tainly no where have the resulting discoveries promised fewer 
material advantages - and nevertheless, new forces have always 
been found ready to carry the attack further, to stretch once 
more the limits of the world. 1 

1Fridtjof Nansen, In Northern Mists, William Heinneman , Columbia 
University Press, Morningside Heights, New York, volume 1, page 4. 
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· OFFICIAL INSTRUCTIONS. ' . 

• 
By the Commt11ioner1 Jur erecuting the · "./flee oj 

Lorri lfigh .Admiral of the United Ktny-dom 
of G1·eat Britain and Ireland, Uc. 

LoRD V1scouNT MELVILLE having communicated to the 
King the proceedings of the late Expedition into the Arctic 
Seas, and his Majesty having been graciously pleased to ex­
press his commands that another Expedition should be fitted 
out, for the purpose of pursuing the attempt to discover a pas­
;age by sea between the Atlantic. and Pacific Oceans, and of 
.• :;certaining the geography of the Northern boundaries of the · 
A merican continent; 

We have thought proper to appoint you to the command of 
the Expedition, and you are hereby required and directed to 
put to sea in His Majesty's ship Hecla under your command, 
with His Majesty's ship Fury, whose Commander has been 
placed under your orders; and taking with you the William 
Harris transport, which the Navy Board has been directed to 
place at your disposal, for the purpose of carrying a proportion 
of your provisions and stores across the Atlantic, you are to 
proceed, a11 quickly as may be consistent with a due care not 
to part company, up Davis's Strait, and, having arrived at the 
latitude in -which you may think it advisable to cross over to 
the Western side of that strait, you will take the first favour­
able opportunity of clearing the transport of the stores and 
provisions with which she is charged for the use of the Expe­
dition; and, having so done, you are to send the transport 
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back to Sn ' · ptevenl· her · 9i.µfing any danger 
, 111&·· · re~ . 

1
~.t <fPportu~tfy)lf'outproceediµgs 

t.Mellt~ryj,- '. · 'Oat!'~ . · tion, and eit makin@; the 
~ of ,-w way~- ·-~ -••,hips, in tlW osecution 
of.your.•~;: . . ·.•·F _,}:::1,. _:~ -~~·· '' r··: 
, The' ~x~ce ,nf J'riilt ~~1:tpy!'~ adems to ovc_that 

_ llie- two cliilllnets. which afl'oi:tt. them t reuo~ble prospect of 
. a pa~ to(the shipt ·ittto· the, ·Jma, 'li\ch· ~ounds *e north 
coaat . of, ~rica,. ·!&I'& 1bat ro41\d Co~~'bµrnjs bland, nur 
which ~ ' t,vtl)".iP, \ttrni eid~,aqd Pri~ile Regent's Inlet, 
which.yo11:dacovercd i~ y.oq_i~,pie_r . .-~ -'. · ;_, . ' 
. Se•eral ·sonsid~atlon!!, :bt>: plr!liaullrly the obstacles which 
you .founcl in Pri~ce : Reg~ntli Inlet' in ~SU,, ~~ght 'have in­
iluced Q& to -gite· the preference :to 'ttfo· attempt to make ·a.pas,. 

· s:ig. 1'qlltlcl Oockb~tn.,.s, !~land, 'tiut the e'ttong -opikVon which 
· ~ lra!re :c'ffiitt.yed to :us in 'fa'fflllr of ' e ._ 11.ttempt tLrough 
Piinee R.e~nt's,lnlet, I the confi'dent hope which' you xpre 
tliat th ice,. which,· at ~he _P,e1·iod of tne "' whi · you 

• in,et, ob81:r\.lt ' your'pasaage, waa li ely to-be,re-
moved -by ci::c'umstan of · dsbn 'd we•ther wittlin the 
navigable ~ of the -par; . and the confi~enc& · which 1Ve are 
justiA~d'-1.ri placing i~-y&'i_r #dJ(tllent and etperience; deter­
mine .us · to' authQl'i~e- ,and~ :'airect:' you to pursue the course 
-~huili ·yoti l!onsidet . . ~ <>st p'romis1ng, taamely, through 
Prfoee Re~nt'&_Iole ' •' . ·. -' ' , 

Y~'will, thetefo e . ,you h11ve despat<!hed the tran• 
P,ol't ~~.'make ~~f < oi·.;~~r Wf!.y ' to _ ~ter ound, 
'lnd, ptooeMing ~l· ug~ ~~'w· Stt"lltt, en~.-rour. to make, 
th~_,Piiince ··. Re~nt~IJ ' Inlet, . youl'· · pamge into t'h~ sea 
'whicli!~.\oµnds the;•~ein 'ili'ent, al:)~ ' then~e Wtjetwartl ~ the 
··Ptc~:\'<, · . . ·, ·.:,<. . . . . ♦ 
' . ' d)to_u wuoct'! d~ -~~~~-ffrihtte~P!:qt paging thl'ouJfi 
Prince.itegen~s lrr1 t;,·it IS prdhable, from what hu b n al­
r..-iyc acovdred of these p!l-rts~·that you may find di , nt 
ceitrff!· ~penirig to yo~. 'The 'decision as to th~t most llkely 
tlf.~_rid\ic!e.io the objt~ of the E:s.pediti~n,-must be rre, . ,,,, ' ' . . s 
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11' OFJICUI: llfS'rRUCTIONS. 

to your owri judgment, on a view of the existing ircum11tnnce1:1 
of your own former pro.ceedinga; tl.Dd oft discoveries C -
tain Franklin (with a copy o who account of his proceed­
ings you are furnished), at the m()uth,· and to the eastwatd, of 
the Coppermine 'River. · · · , 
· If you should be so uecessful as to find' a practicable pas­
sage down to ~e cdaet · ~ Am~ric , you are to make the be t 
of your· 1"iay in I accomplishing the main object of the Expedi­
tion, without stopping to examine that caast, .or fo~ any other 
object 1;1ot of imperious importance; but whenever. the ships 
may be ·checked in their progress by ice, or unavoidable c·r­
cumstan~es, you will _take every opportunity of examining the 
coasts and islands · the npighbourhooli, and of making U 
useful obsertations relating tb them. · 

· His'Majes y'e· g '\Tetnment having appoi11t.ed two Land Ex­
pedition■ for explo ·ug the North Coast of America, the one 
under Captain' Lyon, to proceed frotn Repul&e Bay across the 
Isthmus towards Akkpp)ee, and· thence along the c ast to­
wards the CoppermineRiver.; the other, under Captain Frank­
lin, to proceed. frotn Mackenzie's River to the lcy Cape: it 
would be 'desirable, if you should reach any part of the coast, 
that you· should mark your pr~greas by erecting flag-staffs on a 
few of the most distinguishable points which you n,ay succc3-
sively·vi~it, and you are to bury at the £not or each staff bottle, 
containing such infor~tion as you think tnay be useful to 
the Land Expeditions, and aay particular!! relative to your 
own proceedings, hioh you ,;nay thin proper to add. 

As one of the great difficulties under which Captam Frank­
lin's lut e,cpeditio suffered, was the want of provisi ns, you 
are also· to bury •at the· foot ot tl\e flag-staffs such proportion 
and kind r' provision as 'y'ou may think advisable. And, as 
it is p6s ible that th~' Rag-staff may ·be removed by natives, 
you shonid surround it by a pile of tone11, conspie OU!I from 
some point· of the shore, .whi11h may guide' th Land Expedi-
tion·s to the· d~µots ·t~te- left. . . 

It is unnecessary-to . rive you any detailed _direetio ll8 to 
the concert of signals W!th them, as you have informed us that 
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OHICU.L lUT OT ·, , 
JO& .-,·a,mo. arl'ange&n • 'ij) Captain Lyon 
an ran . 'n, respectiv 1 ; .and i( you hould n1cet with these 
offi.eilte, or their parti 4 •U..t they sh'oul be -de.sjrous of 

~-- Oil' board; .Y u . t-o TeCC:1~1'~ them, b~i~g the1rt as 
supe.llU2nierarJes. • , . 4 

J t •• 
1 

,. • • 

Should you..happily . b tlie Pacift~ you are tct pro ed to 
x.nqic at.aka; Cot the f>\lrpO!O of de "ver&t1g to thr Russiati 
go""'"10f duplicates o{ t.blljoumals and other docu111ents which 
the· ~ge may hnvt supplied; 'Y.ith a · o.st that they may 
be fo.rvvarded' '?Vel"lund . to St. Petersburg, t be conv~yed from · 
thence to L.oodon. FrQm Kamtaohat!~a you. will procee<t to 
the Sandwich .lsland•,or Canton, o~suchoi;herplaceas you tn;y . 
ili~L.1.i.. p•oppr, t.o refit the hips and refresh the crews; an4 if, 
during your .!lt.ay at uch place,, 11afe oppo_rtunity should oc.., 
cur of sendin ~pers to England, yqu s~uld S'end duplic~te, 
1>y fi!UCh conve ance. ~n'd,· after havini:; refitted anc refreshed, 
you 8INI y, IO!lf, no time in retuTnirig to England by such route 
as you ay deem mo1t co~venicnt, . , . ' 

.It ml)" p th:lt yo~~ progress'. along tl1e North Coa!'lt of 
the Am ri~n Cohtitl :nt ybe SQ slow s to render it desira­
ble th.at, if .you $hou1 not M able to accomplish your p..usnge · 
i11~ the Pa¢itlc eal'li l' than the autumn of 18.97, you should 
h;e asaured of fmdit1g1a d~pot of p;ovis!onsat thtt · perio ,' in 

, the most ~anced situation to which they ctn safely be con­
veyed . 
. In,. thl,: event, then, of our .not receiv~ng fro~ you sur.h ia­

telligenee as may render.' the mea.eure un~ecessary, we shall, 
about , the close, of the year 182,6, direct th1' Comm&nde~-in­
chief oil. t~ South-American station, to ~~t ha vessel ,with 
a wpply of provisio , and stores, · 110 u to_ ,he a~ ·Beh1jng's 
Strait:8 a,bout'A guat · September 1827. The commander of 

I ' 

thil'·itesael' will \be direct~·.t.() make the boll! of his way r tuttl 
Cape' Pri.n~ of W alet, wh'ere he may llxpee!, as . we n...a fn­
formed, to find an inlet in latitude 68° SO', in which Ca tain 
I!otzebuc ls_ stated to have found anchorage a few years since. 
He will be directed lie iq that anchorage, or in the n re11t 
good anchorage he pi•Y find t9 that. .latitude; and he will be 
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gui . ' 
serva™,a· ~blliDWIW'Ped .• 
. We hj cau~d'··"'- - .=...., ..... -.clffld:y_ 

be t ~n ~ th&. · , :;y'Olll! . c dert,' of which you : 
will' ¼Je 11lihed ~ith a lisi,. and. , ilJireturn. a( which you 
will be ld 'respon,,ibl~; · f-w!l . · appointed -. 1:,-utenant 
Foster; •!lll.- lltat, :,or,11!'1 officer w U skilled in ~atro­
nomy7 . .nlalhe~ .. •d ~us bram.ihes of knowledge, to 
lllliise1yo~,in ·malt ,:~:lt ob•eJTV,jtioq~ .anti. ,experih'lents as 
may tei~•cU:o the ·. J)v.emenf of gec,graphy anti navigation, 
a~d e •<h'a~.-a ,a:~tt.cf in g«m81'.ll · . We deffl!l it. un­
necl!lw.ry tG ·s . , '• 9 ' ~•it!. f which 1 u h~ve 
ahe dy ;~n furnU ·. . .. ith;,.lno~r· i~ctiods for th .guid-­
~ in ·y~ur late . .' . :~•J..,and tb ~:whieh we re(er; you.; 
ntt · btin'g ftq,n ~-~ anl:l ability . ith· whi~h you h~ve 
conduoted; the. -~ ' Expe4itiom1, that you 'will on this bo 
equally tijlii;ent hi· tc>llecting, infurmafi.str yo~rself; and you 
vnll:impreiis cm Utt,1ftdt1f.iit'QfCaptain H~~ and all the offi• 
cers under your coiri,m9:nd~ . the in'lportam,e' and neo~•~ity of 
e~ · re~ectively ·li&ing hi• best e crti~rw to promote the ·se• 
· ve~l ammrtific o\u'eet., of the Expedition. · · 

From Oap i~ n~ et we have every reason to· expect. 
.drrn,u,~•-of the ilunt,oCnatives, and their:variou11iniplemmts, 
an..l ot:-u't;j•~• c,~ ~i:llistory, .fa which be will b -usisted 
by_.Mrt Hel!,d; wbQ,'liillJ reeeived,iu\ •ppoi-ntn)ent ~ miralty 
Midllhipmarl', , ~y :witb thl -vievn:• You ~e ,t.o direct 
'L."eu~na'nLFostJJt ~ --• p~~,larlyll8reiul . Ji~pan accu­
rate registiJr af all ·the ob11ei;vatton~ tb~~J!h~ b m_ade, in tho 
same f~rm,; and aicording to the .1ame:~fngoinenG tba't were 
fofl(lw-ed•''!>y ~ptain.'Sabine anl1:·l\lr. fijher o the late voy• 
a'~1,f; :·,M-you are 'f.o'1P,4~~-i~ ehegt:i':Ot', Lieutenant 'Foster the 
sevf3ral chronome~rs ~ -wh~qh u. ·. 11.been 1upp~illd for 

· ,the Hecla. ~ ' · 

• 
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OFfIOlil INSTRUC'r(~S, 
~ .23 

'ou •·· If of every ~ 'fy· of collecting 
arid · Mting s . of IIUCP, obj~ct!! cl1J1t_oral. history as 
u y be n•• rare .tot ia1£'!Nlllf.ing' ; and you~ to instruct ... ' ' . . 
C<iptain ~ppner,. ahd -~ ibe other offioers, to uae their best 
,11 igence _in ineteasing tM, ·coHeetions il'i each ship; the whole 
of which must be underatood to belopg.to thepublic. 

The knowledge which l)oct.or Neill, eurgeo~ of ~e Hecla, 
has been . represented to iJs. to , poase~ ip this depattment of 
.;cience, will be of material service to you in arranging the 
collections of,. ancl makiap; note!! upon, the various subject, of 
natural Jiistot>y. lb the e'Vtint of any itTeparable acci~ent hap2 

~ning to. either of the two. shipt, you are to cause the officers 
and crew of the disahleli ehip to be remoT~d into the.other, 
and with her Hingly 9fleed in pr utiQ~ of the voyage, 
or return to England, according as circumstances shall appenr 
to require ; unders~nding that the officers and crews 0£ both 
ships are hereby authorised and required to continue to per­
form their duties according to their reapcctive ranks and sta­
'.ions, on board either 8hip to which they be so removed. 
Shou d . unfortunately your own ship ~ ti.le e di11abled, you 
are, in that case, to t.ake command of the fury; .• and, in. tl1c 
event of. ahy fatal ccident happening to yourself, Captain 
Hoppner is here.by authorized to take the command of the 
Expedition, either on board the Hecla or Fury, as hr, m.ay 
p efer, placing the offider of the Expedi~oD who may then 
b next in seniority to· him, in command of the second ship; 
,tlso in the ~nt of your own inability, by si~Jmes~ or other­
wise, at any period or., ~s service, to cootinue to carry these 
111structions ·into e~ecution, you are . to transfer them to Cap­
tain Hoppner, or to the ;~'Viving officer Ulen next in com­
mand to you, who ill t>;ereby required ' to execute them 111 the 
!>est_ manner ,he can, for tlie attainm~nt of the several objects 
Ill V\eW. • 1(. ' . ·• 

In the event of · Ertgland,. be~oming inv()lv~d in hostilities 
with any other power during your absence, you are neverthe­
less clearly to understand , that you arc no_t on any .account to 

1o8 



·.24 OfflCLl.L 1 8T llUC1'10JfS. 

co!Dlll(t .any e .et 1rillltabe 
orden1 IN,iag . mtlllded &Jr· 

, tciencia; ~ it being it.be_ 01°1WMiel.',i 

cob8i1ler v~w loy.M' · 
:of "'-fa And1 C ing bl~ 

' .tru,t ~t '1.'1lt•~---.., 
_ ~ ' . or ai,y, fia,' -~·14~1r.o•er 

oiat'Jlnet'::sl feeling,. 
~IIII\AII\JC8 from he ship,, 

oumay ftll in .,-it}. 
en' mad to th(. ·n .bbt~~~~ 

~ve gover••· .. ;· · .w · ·esecuth1 the 10 , out in thf 
iBJ1ttu11tion1J, to. 11D. ~ OJ)liOrttlnit:f thlll ln-ay offi of 

· qdintint our ~~,- fctr °'\Ir infomiation,•w1th you.- i: 
gi'.ell:,. iaGd, on yaur art;vd in n land-, you a.re im i .. 
lo re)»b' · to• tltl~ <)ftlc~, in order tp. lay bi:f ore us . ·a full :ti 

of . your procecdi'ngs in the 'whole course of your VO) 

~ing care be£ 1ou :lea.Ye .th . demand from the 
, cer-, P~Y ofllcen,. !ind all O ·p :raon• on ~ , t e 
and jollfbrJ1;:-~h . ·mat have ept, . ~ r-with at y dra.v 

. <ii'"~ they have:ma , whicf\ are ·all to bf• . le 
an<;\ you will i . limitu irectionii • Captain IJ p ncr , 
his otlc~rs, 

1

kt. ; ' the, said logs, journal~ br oth r ocum• • t , 
, to be, th~mafter disposed of 88 WC 1nay think pl'opcl". 

;, 
• 

(liven uncie~ our· hands, the 12th of May 1 8 J • ,, , 

Tv' 

' I . . 
' .. 
. ' 

. . ,u ... 
,, • # t . 

' ~ ~ ,. 

'• 

r,bLV.JitLl!, 
W¥. Joli BTO!'fE Ho 
0. Co' K UBt, , 

G. -~L~RK, 

·Yf:' R. K. LA • 
~ ' 

. ,· w,.Luu E»wA11n PAAi r-, ta-, 
. ' Captain qf · 1lii ¥ajesty,' a Ship 

\ . .- t~e ,Heel~ : 
, ··!Jj ~~rid of heir /.ordtlt.ips 

J . w. no , . 
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