
A diversified strategy
(near right) A 
promotional flier from a 
seminar, organized in 
partnership with a 
department faculty 
member gave ample 
time to teach about OA 
and address concerns. 
(far right) Slide 
presentation excerpts1 
from a seminar and 
several faculty meeting 
presentations.  If 
faculty do not have 
time for a full seminar, 
even a 15 minute talk 
at an already scheduled 
meeting can be 
effective.  

Promoting Open Access: Strategies for Engaging Faculty Across 
Departments as a Liaison Librarian Sarah Weiss, University of Maryland, College Park

Why Open Access?
Open access (OA) provides benefits to the researcher 
in the form of increased visibility and citation 
potential.  It also offers equitable knowledge access 
to a global audience, irrespective of an individual's 
ability to pay for commercial publications and 
databases. Additionally, funding organizations 
worldwide are increasingly requiring OA published 
research.

The University of Maryland, College Park (UMD) 
libraries work to support and promote OA.  Lack of 
information and misconceptions around OA are 
common among faculty. Many resources exist to 
support OA publication that they are unfamiliar with. 
The liaison librarian can help, by providing tailored 
education and support to their departments.

Key takeaways 
• Faculty respond well to learning about OA in a 

cohort of their departmental peers.
• There is no one size fits all best practice– meet 

people where they are.
• Attitudes and familiarity with OA can vary 

drastically among faculty (even in similar 
departments)– do not make assumptions.

OA resources
Free Resources
• Preprint repositories
• Diamond (no APC) OA Journals
• Directory of Open Access Journals (DOAJ)

UMD Resources
• Intuitional repository, DRUM
• Read and Publish agreements and publisher 

discounts
• SciFree, an OA journal search tool
• Equitable Access Policy
• Open Access Publishing Fund
• Scholarly Communications and Liaison librarians

(left) Excerpts from a spreadsheet created, at request, 
to meet specific department needs after a faculty 
meeting presentation on OA.  Feedback on this 
resource was overwhelmingly positive.

1Top three slides: Wilson, M. (2024). Open Access Presentation Template 
Slides. https://doi.org/10.13016/4ym3-i6cf
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