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for testing, discussion and approval. Written essays,

similar to dissertations, were to be sent to them so that
personality could have no bearing or influence on accept-
ance or rejection.

At the head of the Administration there should be a
Trio, a three-man council, comprising the three most learn-
ed men in the fields above-mentioned: Therapeutics of
society, Physics and Mechanics. Under the Trio there
should be the "Central Master Company," which would ad-
minister the most important offices, and elect the Trio.
Then, beneath the Central Companies, would be the "Master
Companies," which were to conduct the administration of
the districts or Liander. To simplify administration, each
Master Company was to choose from its own membership a
Board of Directors for Labor (Werkvorstand). The Central
Master Company,was to elect a corresponding Central Board
of Directors, which was to operate side by side with the
Trio to assist it in an executive capacity. All of this
bureaucratic apparatus was to function for "necessary and
useful occupations." For the conduct of merely "agreeable
occupations” (angenehme Arbeiten),41 which were to cultivate
pleasures, the arts, entertainments and light amusements,

Academies were to be added to the Master Companies.

41Georg Adler, Die Geschichte der ersten sozialpoli-
tischen Arbeiterbewe w_1_§_Deutséhland. (Breslau: Eduard
Trewendt, 1885) p. 2%.
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The tenure of office of the administrative personnel

was to be indefinite. Members were to give way as soon as
they were excelled in ability and knowledge. The Trio
was to ascertain the amount of "necessary and useful"
products which were needed for the entire population. Time
requisite for the production of necessary goods was to be
assigned uniformly to all those capable of work. Choice
of work was to be left to the individual, and all possible
provision was to be made for the frequent varying of work
to escape monotony. Along with the equal distribution of
labor, there was also to be an equal portion for all of
the necessary and useful products. The overseeing of exe-

cution of these tasks was to be the responsibility of the

Boards of Directors.42

Similarly, the production and consumption of "agree-
able" goods was to be regulated according to the individual's
desire for them. Hours of labor spent in the production of
such articles beyond the required necessary and useful
labors Weitling called "Kommerzstunden." Each person was
to have a "Kommerzbuch" in which were to be recorded the
number of hours he worked at such "agreeable" occupation;
and when the book was presented to the establishment where

goods were held in common, he was to be given the desired

42Fourier thought that all labor should be made at-
tractive by shortening the hours of labor and frequent
changes. Selections from the Works of Fourier. Julia
Franklin. (London: George Allen and Unwin Ltd., 1901)
pa. 166,
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articles.43 The value of these "agreeable," luxury articles
was given as the exact number of hours necessary for their
manufacture, and this number was to be recorded in the
"Kommerzbuch," Accordingly, Kommerzstunden would provide
means of satisfying various desires and inclinations and
at the same time maintain a balance between work-hours
and the value of the articles, in other words, between
supply and demand.

With respect to work, the female sex was to be organ-
ized just as was the male, into its Boards of Directors,
llaster Companies, Academies, Kommerzstunden and the like;
but women should not be qualified to become members of the
Trio and the Central Master Company until they could prove
themselves equal in talent to the men. But they should have
first choice of the work they wished so that theirs might be
the lighter tasks in which their abilities were not behind
men's. Special preference should be given to mothers of
small children so that they could perform their tasks at
home near their children. The children, at from three to
six years, should enter into a "school army" to which they

should belong until they were ready to pass examinations to

43Becker critieized certain communists who, when they
could no longer defend the unnatural theory of absolute
equality, took refuge in such devices as Weitling's "Kom-
merzstunden" so that only necessary articles were evenly
divided, whereas luxury articles were divided according to
the individual's desire for them. The difficulty was to
determine what was necessary. Becker, op. cit., pp. 79-80.
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prove their skills and knowledge in fields of their choos-
ing.

Beyond this, it has been mentioned that Weitling recog-
nized neither crimes, nor laws, nor punishments for his
social state because these were only a consequence of the
social disorder of the present system. Everything which
remained of these weaknesses was to be treated rather as a
disease which had to be cured than as crimes to be punished.
All such "diseased" persons were to be regarded as minors

under the guardianship of physicians before they could be
permitted to enter society.44

Men of privilege were to be excluded from Weitling's

System of administration because to govern was to be a duty

and not a privilege:

No one may be poorer than the government.....
No one can become a representative of the people
if he refuses to place his properties at the dis-
posal of the state..... So long as it is permitted
those who shall administer the wealth of all to
have special wealth for themselves and to profit
from their positions, they will damage the interests
of all by their administration. 45

In Die Menschheit wie sie ist und wie sie sein sollte,

Weitling outlined the principles on which his proposed
society was to be based. He said that there could be no

happiness without the realization of these principles, which

*pa1er, op. cit., pp. 25-26.

45Weitling, Garantien, p. 168.
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were based on the Christian maxim, "Love thy neighbor as

thyself:"

l. The law of Nature and of Christian love is the
basis of all laws to be made for society.

2. The universal union of all mankind into a great
confederation of families (Familienbund) and the removal
of all narrow-minded conceptions on nationality and religious
sects.

3. The equal distribution of labor and the fruits of
labor at all.

4. Equal education and equal rights and responsibilities
to both sexes according to the laws of Nature.

5. The abolition of inheritance and property of individ-
uals.

6. The determination of leading authorities by univer-
sal suffrage. The principle of responsible government and
the right to dismiss those who govern.

T. No privileges for the authorities in the distribut-
ing of goods mnecessary for life; hours of work for authorities
to correspond to that of the rest of the population.

8. Each person 1s to possess the greatest possible
freedom of speech and action, insofar as he does not encroach
on the rights of others.

9. All possible freedom for the exercise and perfect-
ing of individual intellectual and physical capacities.

10. A criminal may be punished by deprivation of his

rights of freedom and equality but never of his life, and
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of his reputation only by expulsion and exile from society
for life.4®

In order to bring Weitling's state into existence it
was thought necessary that government be placed in the
hands of Weitling himself and his followers; and this
government, it was thought, could be accomplished by one
of two means. The first was the enlightening of the people,
for which was necessary freedom of the press and public
court proceedings as well as the personal zeal of Weitling's
apostles. The second means was the one which Marx also ad-
vocated later, namely that the already existing disorder of
things be driven to its highest pitch, so that the patience
of the people should finally be exhausted and the reins of
government be handed over to those people who were supposed-
ly acquainted with the real situation and knew how to bet-
ter it.47 The distinction must be made between Marx and
Weitling, however, that, whereas Weitling's philosophy was
founded upon the assumption that Harmony was the natural

state of things in the world and human reason was the means

46Weitling, Die Menschheit, p. 15.
47Adler, op. cit., p. 27.
48

Sombart, Socialism and the Socialist Movement, p. 51.
Sombart says further that Marx's whole view of things may
be expressed in the lines:
"The earth belongs to the Spirit of Evil, and not
To the Spirit of Good. What the gods send us
From above are things which may be used by all alike.
Their light makes glad the heart, but it does not make
man rich;
In their estate no one can win possessions for himself."
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to bring it about ( in other words, essentially a re-
statement of the perfectability and the philosophy of the
eighteenth century Rationalists ), Marx, on the other
hand, accepted Hegel's assertion that it is the spirit
of evil which brings about progress in the history of

48

mankind. Marx's communism was based, according to him,

on conditions evolved historically, on actual existing
49

conditions. He believed, for instance, that no revo-
lution could be "manufactured" but must result rather from
historical conditions; and he expressed his opposition to
plots and coups de main.50

Thus it can be seen that Weitling thought a communist
revolution would be an expression of the will of individ-
uals who were guided by rational processes. lMarx thought
that revolution would result from historical necessity
which would find expression in the will of the proletariat
5l

to overthrow their oppressors.

49The Communist Manifesto, quoted in Ibid., p. 54:
"The body of communist doctrine is not based on imaginary
ideas, or on principles discovered or invented by some
visionary anxious to improve the world. It is but the
general expression of actual conditions in the existing
struggle of class against class, the expression of history
taking place before our very eyes."

50garl Kautsky, op. cit., p. 32.

511n the Paris Vorwiarts of 1844 Karl Marx made the
following pronouncement about Weitling: "Where could the
middle class - their philosophers and scribes included -
show a work to compare with Weitling's Garantien der Har-
monie und Freiheit, with respect to the emancipation ol
The bourgeoisie, the political emancipation? If we com-
pare the insipidity and timid mediocrity of German politic-
al literature to this extraordinarily brilliant debut of
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In the interrogation of Weitling on June 8, 1843, the
evening of his arrest, he gave a statement which very well
summed up the general aims and purposes for which he strove
in all his writings and activities, and in it can be seen
how widely his philosophy differed from that of Marx:

As it is in educating a child, so it also is in
educating a nation. A child who is educated with
blows, who receives cruel and barbaric treatment,
will himself become cruel and barbaric. A child
who is led with kind words and prayer will become
noble in his whole being.....Therefore through my
works I wanted to make this growing element of
the nation realize that badness is not inherent
in men and that it should not be increased even
further through excessive punishments. I could
only accomplish this by representing the evil in
a milder light, and I tried to prove that it was
not a result of wickedness in the human heart but
of faulty education and defective administration
and poor leadership in the conditions of society.52

the German workers, and if we compare these gigantic
childhood shoes of the proletariat to the dwarfishness
of the old, worn-out political shoes of the German
bourgeoisie, then we must prophesy an athletic figure
for the German Cinderella. We must conclude that the
German proletariat is the theoretician of the German
proletarian class, (Weitling's book is proof of this!)
just as the English proletariat is its national econom-
ist, and the French its politician."™ Quoted in Franz
Mehring's introduction to Garantien. Of course, Weit-
ling changed completely in WMarx's eyes later, especial-
ly after his fall from grace 1n Brussels.

52Ziirich Staatsakten. Weitling, Obergericht Nr. 3,
quoted in Ernst Barnikol, Weitling der Gefangene und
seine "Gerechtigkeit." (Kiel: au verlag, 1929) p.l38.
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