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INTRODUCTIOW

A hundre:! years a;;0 the names of the Amsrican abolitionists
were prominently before the publice Of the literary figures who
sspougsd this cause only the chief namss have survived ths mortelity
of the passing centurys The cause of abolitlion was, however, in a
large measure forwardel by many whose nanes now appear only in the
obgcure footnotes of our literary historye

One sueh neglected writer was Lydia Maria Child, born on Febw
ruary 11, 1802, in Hedf'ord, ‘assachusetiss Her comtemporary fame
was considerable, for her early novels approached best seller propore
tionse Having ettained such fame, she turned from it to dedicabte her
pen to the ocause of the slavee As one of the pionesr writers in
defense of sbolition, shs imowin;ly renounocsd a literary position which
gave her financial reburns of which she had neede Her decision es=
tranged her from a large portion of her resders and brought down upon
her the indignation of an incensed publice Such was her charecter
that she continued to work for this unpopular ceuse, strengthened
in the sovietion that it was Juste

“odest and unassuming, Maria Child resente: any inirugs - upon
her privacye Happlly married and content in the secslusion of hey
modest home in the quiet village of Wayland in iiddlesex County, assa-
chusetts, she almost rudely rebuffe the advances of those who would

nake her lmown to the public. She felt that "mo one ha’! a right" to



inguire into her personal life and, cousequently, no biography waas
written during her lifetimes The moset factual account of her ace
complistments was written as & funeral oration by her dear friend
and close associate in sbolitionist activities, John Greenleaf Whittisr.

Only two likenesses of Jaria Child exists One is a pain'ing made
at the height of her fame and now huns in *“he Medford Historical
Socletyse Due to well-msanin restoration it ecan no lonser be consldered
an authentic likenssse The other is e photogreph in the Waylend Pul:lie
Livrary, taken in later life when she ha' bscome somewhat obesee There
is in this photogreph littls of conventional beautye DRether it pore
trays e vijorous resolute wonn who regards the world with kindly eyese
fler bonnet, plain dress and simple white collar bespeak & disregard
for changes of “ashione

In her later years Maria Child developed certain personal 1lfio-
s ranias, but she re -ined in full command o her faculties to the
ande. ler thoughts ani deeds were always for those less fortunatee To
assist those oppressed by socliety or innate wesekness of character she
pave fully of her time and energiess Her humeniterien spirit served
with egual vigor the Negro slave oppressed by a nation and the towm
drunkard, a viectim of hls own ilnbemperance.

Althoaugh but a mi or fijure in the history of the Ameriean novel,
Yeria Child touches many facets of “he life of her daye Transcendental=-
ism, humanitarien reform and abolition in greater or lesser ds-ree

influenced her writinge !eany of the great and the nesr zreat of the
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nineteenth century were her friendse The contemporary popularity
of her fiction canmot bs denie:! nor can the influenos of her none
fictional writingses

daria Child dled in 1880, Alrsady sonewhat outmoded, her
novels were read only by those who remembered her as a frisnde Finally
the generation that looked eagerly forward to the publication of her books
passed awaye Following generations, schooled in another style, found
her characters tedilous and her mseisdrame rather humorouse Har novels
will nevsr again attein their contemporary suoccess, but the strong spirit
of humanitarian reform which permeated all her writings may justify this

attempt to review her life and acoomplisimentse



CHAPTER X

HERITAGE AND YOUTH
Although late in 1life laria Child professed that she "never took

the sli-htest intersst in the pgensalogy of hey family on either side“l

to the extent of bLeing unaware of the given names of her grandfathers,
she was the descendant of Wew England forebears who had teken pert in
the strugsle for national independences.

In 1636 the first of her lins of the Francis family, one Richard
Freneis, arrive: in Cambridge, Massachusetts from Norfollk, Englande
Althouch said to heve been of the same stock as the Frencises of
Francis Court who afterward succeeded to the eatate of Combe Florey,
Richerd Francis came to America af an indentured servant and served
until he was declared "Freeman" in 1640 In 1638 he married Alices
Wilecox of Canbridgee He died in Cambridge at the age of eighty-one
years "or thereabout™ aocording to his stone, reset and deepensd in
the old buriael ground.2 John, the third of the seven chiliren of this
couple, was born in Medford in 1650« He in turn married Lydia Cooper.
This family was sliven the first seat in the church, an honor which desig-
nated them as important members of the communitye Natheniel, their
gsecond sou, was born in 1692 A weaver by trade, he married Sarah,
whogse femily name is undiscoverede They lived at "Mentomy," now called

Arlingtone Of thelr four sons, DBenjemin, horn in 1734, was an ardent

lo.H,e T'all, "Lydia ¥arie Chil' and "ary Russell Mitford,"
Unitarian Review, XIX, 520

“Record of the Old Burial Ground, Cambridge, Massachusetts



2
“Iiberty men" sr! an excellent marksmane He married Lydia Convers,
orphan unlece of Dre Convers of iioburn, by whom he ha” ten childrene
veepite this large family the first guns of the Revilutionary War

found him in the uldst of the fight;l He is sald to have killed five

mon at Concord Uridgee Iie sserved four years and {inally returned to
fin’ his femily destitutee Sinoe no cloth was heing imported intoe
the new osountry, thers was ample opportunity for him te return to hie

2
Lrade of weavere 7The fourth son of this marriese waes Convers, Lorn

i 1?66.3 At the age of twenbty-two he married Susanuah Tandg Yof a

Charlestom family whe had bsen driven Irom thelr home by the flanes
Le Ltadile of bunker 17ill, with almos” entire loss of prcp@rﬁyo“&

He wao & van of 1itdle fomel sducation who had bsen aporentiess te

g baver in 1730 and with whom he roseined unitil 17587 In 1800 he noved
Lo ‘edforde With him he brouht the firaet brick ocven ever to bLs used

Wos

in the toune Wi'h this equipment he made the "liedford Cracker,” &

comnocity whieh became popular Lhroushout the states and Yuropse O“rders

cane Iron as far dlstant as Russise Such was the industry of this wodest

Y:gssechusetts Solliers and Sailors of the Revolutionary Vare
Compilation from the Archivess 'Franocis, Senjemin, ﬁedferég-ﬁbivate,
Lieutenant Caleb Brook's (late Captain Isase Ilall's) company, 37th
ro~imente Company return dated, Camp Prospoet 11111, October 6, 17753
also, order for bounty coat or its squivelent in money dated Prospect
1111, Teocember 29, 1775." 1neb

2yhitiier pives his name as David, but this is incorrecte ‘lavid
wag son of Stephen Francis and the father of the welleknown publisher,
who enc muraged Lydia Franols to publish her Juvenile iiscellany when
he was & wember of ths firm of MMunroe and I'rancise

3¢ onvera Franois, som of Denjamin, horm July 14, 1766, Vital Records
of Vedfori, ilassachuset's to the Year 1850, pe 59

4inna De Hallowell, "Lydie ¥aris Child,"” The Medford ilistorical

Repister, III, 96




man that in 1816, at the age of fifty he retired with e fortune of
fifty thousand dollars, a more than considerable amount in the early
ninetesnth oentury.l

This family had six children.’ Convers Franois, fifth child of
the union, desoribed his parentse Of his mother this son wrote affeo~-
tionately, "She had a simple, loving heart, and s spirit busy in doing
goods"™ lier great love of flowers led her to teach him, when but a
mere lad, to help her in the garden which she cherisheds Of his father

Convers Franels wrote:

He was the most intensely industrious man, I think, that I
ever knews He devoted himself to his work with en eagerness
end an unsparing exertion of gtrength whieh used to seen to
me prodigiouse. He was sturdy, sometimes rough, but kind and
faithfule He had good comon~sense, and a well-balaunced
Judgment; his education had been very scanty, but he was
always fond of reading, end picked up considerable informatione
He was a great lover of right and freedome The socund of the
old Revolution, in whiech his father was a soldier, was still
in his ears, and he detested slavery, with all its apologists
and in all its formsed

It was a large femlly, having besides the children encd parents, the
Revelutionary hero who was their grandfather and e blind uncle, Yanes, who
hal to be cared fore This unole changed his religious couvicticns fre=-
quently end was avid for information on eech religions Iiis affliction

made it necessary that the children read to hime

libide, pe 96

2James Se, June 12, 17393 Lydia, February 11 1802; Yary Pani, Jan-
uary 20, 1792; Polly Rand, iday 29, 17933 Susannah, October 7, 1700. Vital
Records of Medford, Massachusetts to the Year 1850, pe 60s A child, 7799
Privete Record from ledger and day~-books of Gove John Brooks, MeDe 1787-1316
now owned by Daniel Ne Howard of Jedforde Alsc a day book 1808-1803 now
in possession of Edward W. Mitchell of iLedforde

SJohn Weiss, Discourse Jecasioned by the Death of Convers Frarois,
EQE.’ pQ 66
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In 1802 Lydia aria, the sixth an? las’ child, was born to Convers

gnd Susarmah Frencige
Fine animal spirit, Selisht 4in living, tireless ectivity
el cnergys were part of her aboun:diin;; healthe She said of
herscll that she was 'born before nerves ocoms into fashime!

She was the youngest of five 1§ving chil. ren, bLright, impulsive,
warm=hearted, an’ sslfewllled,.

She inheritad a ocomplex hereditys From her "pentle" nother, whose in=
fluznes was to be so early withdrawng she may have inhesrite: hor love of
paturs anl an awe of its wondsrse lrom her "opinionated" father may
have coms that determination which led her, once she had espoused ths
unpepular csuse of the slave, tc zo on irresistibly until inevitable
vigtory came to her csuses

Christened by Nootor Osgoo’ as Lydla Haria,z she was called “aria
by the familye IHer earliest ysars were spent in the company of her
brother, Tonvers, seven years her elders !Mueh of their time waos spent
in rea:ing elthough the library in the home was meager. "An odd volume

of Cowley, Orton's Ixposition of the Ol Testement, Forbe's Yamily Book,

gome Digtories of Ungland and ~f the Revolu‘lon, and Vett's Improvorent

of ithe ind forme! the contents of the little book cases'® Adiel to “his
was a soell collection belonging to Convers Franeis, many volunes of
which wera beyond his aister's childish understeniinge NHera besen thaet

maestionin; of and reliance upon her brother which was to characterige

nher throushout life.

ltallowell, ope eite, e 96

LS
2re

7ital Records of KHedfor”, ‘assechusetts to the Year 13850 "took when
tantigel, Lhe name of Lydie Larife pe 60

Sﬁﬁisa,'gg' citey, ns 16




'Convers,' she asked, 'What does Shakespeare mean by thig?
that Jdoes Miltrm mean by that?’ Sometimes he was roguish,
and enjoyed a little mystificatione Thus he made her bee
lieve that the 'Raven down ~f darkness? was the fur of a
blaelk cat that sparkled beeaguse 1t was stroked the wrong ways
thou;h why the word down should be used for fur continued
szoretly to puzzle nerel -

Trnis alfection which bhegan in early ochilithoo! conmtinue? until Jeathe
7o this ubrother his sister wrote im 1833, "To your early influence, by

eonversation; lettora; and exomple, I owe it that ny busy energies took

e

e iterary direction at all. Twonty yvars later her devotion remained

undininishede In 13858 she wrote:

I think you have done a vast amount of good in many wayse
four conversation always tends <o enlarge and liberalige

ths minds with which you coce in contacti more than a dogzen
times 1 have heard people speak of the gjood your sympathizing
words have done them in Ltimes of alflietlon; and for myself,
I oan say most truly before God that I consider sueh intelw
lsctual culture as I have mainly attributaile to your ine
flaence; and wost sincerely can I say, moreover, that up te
tides present hour I prize a chance for communion with your
rdnd more than I do with sny other person I ImoweS

Of this belove:J sister Convers Francis wrote, "A desar, Llessed
slster as she been to me; woull that I ha’ Leen half as ;00 a brother
to heri"é

Their early education was identionle Roth attended a "dame school”
run bty Dlizabeth Prancls, who was no kine The school was kept in a

dingy rouy in the home of this rather eecentric spinster mown as "atem"

11vide, po 17

2Tgtters of Lydia lariam Child, ede Harriet Sewall, pe 29 (hercafter
noted ro Letters)

LA .
Vioilug, me 23
e

4 oote . dn Weiss, ope Olte, pe 17
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Fetty by the townfolkse She chewed a great deal of tobacco yet seenms
to haves teon abnoruelly shy, for ell her 1life she never forgot the
calanity of Ure Prooks?! heving seen her drinking weter from the spoub
of her kettlee Uoth had further sdueaticnal opportunities in the
villere school under the direcition of Dre ﬁosmerol

Sueh wag the inequaliiy of opportunity for an educa’ion which oxe
isted in the sarly ninstesnth contury that while Convers frencis would
nave Lhe copportunity to attend Harvard College and later become its
Parkman professor of Pulpit Eloguence snd Pastoral Caru,g his sistsr
had to make her way in life with only that education which she was
eule o aequire by her own effortse

Separation was not ©o lessen the close bond between these most
davobe . uenbers of a fanilye il.etters, and persmel contect whon pog=
sible, kept this affection alivee !‘aria I'rancis was but twelve years
of ags when, on lay 7, 1814,3 heyr mother dlede This calanity was fole
lowe: by enother which was to mesn a cruel separatione iary Pand Francis,
"a well-poisei character, and of rare judgnent,”? had tslen over the
housakesping and the plase of a wother to her more impulsive sister,
whoge oler she was by elght yearse On Beptember 1, 1814 ary warried
Varren Ureston, a lawyer of s‘ending in Horridsewocl, the shiretown
of Comerset County in Mainee "iaria was inconsolavle, refuse’ to be

prasent at the wedding ceremony, and taking her kitten, for a sympathetie

113&11«%11, Ope cite, pe 96 states that Lydia Francis attended en
acadamy onerated by re losmere 1t has not been possible to ldemtify
e Hogmse furthners

ZGuharles Franois, Francis Family, pe 190

B S01¢ Burying Ground, Medford, "lirse Susannah, wife of !'re Convers
Franeis, Jied ilay 7, 1914."

4allowell, ope Oite, ne 97
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companion, iisappearecd up the lane, until all was cver.“l Convers was
now a student at Harvard and spent his free months teaching school in

ilmin-toneec Thus Maria was left with only her ever-busy faether to

taks ceare of here "Alarmed at hor increasing fondness for bosks,"s
her father decided to send her on a long, slow stage coach journsy to
join the household of her sister "ary in the Kennebec region of Mainee

Trhiz area:

was largely settle:! by members of eultivated Massschusetts

families, graiuates of Harvard and other universities, and

professionel men sesking new fields of occupation and inter-

este The court convened in Forridgewocke This brought

judges and lawysrs with their families to the town, from

various parts of the State, and formed a center of intele

ligence and refinement, in which Judge Preston's home was

prominent ¢4

But thirty=-nine years had passed since Benediot Arnold, then a
brilliant and energetic offlicer from Comnnecticut, had marched through
Y¥orridgewock on his incredible journey through the wilds of Haine on en
ill-fated expedition against Canadae This town wes a new set:lernent,
for old Norridswoek, site of the present town of Maiison, had bsen
abtandoned after the dreadful day in 1724 when British troops from New
Enzland has slaughtered every man, woman and child in the little Abenaki

villages This atrocity is today commemorated by a weather-beaten obeliske

libtide, pe 97
2Weiss, ope cite, pe 18

Slellowell, ope cite, pe 97

4Ibid., pe 97 Warren Preston listed as town moderator in 1814,
"The First Unitarian Society and Church in Norridgewock wes organiged

¥%ay 28, 1825 with Hone Varren Preston, Chairmene” J. W. Hanson, History
of Morridgewocks
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tirse Preston traine’ her sister well in those domestle accooaw
plishnents which are performed with such dexterity by the Wew lnzland
housewifee ecopative handwork was not neglectsd, for theres ies s+ill
in exiglonce an exguisite infant's jown sewe’ and enbrolderesd with
rermrkable skill by lMaria when in her teense She never loast *this
ability to work with her hands, for lete in life she contributel a most
artistiec patoh work quilt to o money=-raising activity of the Abolitione
isﬁ:s.} Fortunately the more prectical aspeots of housshold cars wsre
includes in her educa‘icn, for until late in life she employed no
domastic help, bubt with all her voluminous writing cared for her home
with her owm handss

Yime was dJdevoted to intellsclual pursuits, for at ths aga of fifteen
she was reating ilton and Honere She wrote to Convers, still her ine
telleclual mentor, a comparison between the siyles of thes: authorse
A4t Bhis sarly age she expresse.) her strong cobjection to Milion's asger~
tiou of the supsrioriiy of tho melee This ravolt was to sharachorige
ner thinking throughout her 1lifcse Though not e rabid women's rights
alvocate, she always ressmted the assunption of the inferiority of wonene

While visiting Dre brown in Skowhegen,? she first read Scotte

CGay annering eand Waverly int:rested her deeply.3

rhese articles are om digplay at the Medford Historical Socisiy,
under the supervision of lirse Pmma Grey=francis, Curator Fmerituse

CLetters, pe vi

Sibide, pe 3
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From Soott, Maria Francis lesmed the contrast betwsen life and
fioticne "In lifa," she wrote, "I an aware the! gentlenes:s and modesly

forn ths -“igtinguishad ornarents of our sexe But in deseriptiom 'hey
wl

cennot captivate the ima ine'ion, nor rivet the attentione This early
conclusicn probally exerted en influence over her ficticne Ilier heroines
fron Mery Comant in her {irst novel, lioboaok, to the Royaml sisters in

her I'unal cne, A Ramance of the Hepublic, are far from the modest and

gentle maldens of the Nineteeuth Centurye There is an uncontrolled
nelodrana about their actions whish may be attrituted to ithis early

desire to "rivet the attemtion.”

x

Aftar many years she recalled an importent incident which ceocurred
during hey stay in iainee Un seeln; Indians encamped in the then rural
area of Loboken, she engage’ then in pleasant conversation when

& fat little papoosc, round as a tub, with eyes like black
beodsg, attracte’ my attention by the comical awkwariness of its
umbling movenetgs I entered into conversation with the
parents, an’ foun’ they belonged to the remmant of the
Penicbsect tribee This, as Scott says was, 'ploking up a
dropped stlteh' in the a’dventure of my lifee 'Ah,' sald I,
'l onos ate supper with your tribe in & hemlook forest,
on the shores of the Kennobsce Is ths old chisf, Captain
Neptune, yet elive?' They almost clappe: their hands with
delight, to finc one who remsmbered Captain lgptuns, I
inquired for Etalexls, :his nephew, and this was to them
enother familiar war , which i* gave them joy tec haeare Long
forgotten scenes were restored o memory, and the images
of early ycuth stood distinctly before mee I secmsd to
see old lNeptune and his handscme nephew, a tell athletic
youth, of zost graceful proportionse I always used to
think of Etalexis, when I rsa ! of Benjamin West's exclama=-
tion the first time he saw “he Apollo Helvidere: "Wy Codl
iicw like a young Yohawk warriorl' Dut for years I had not

libido s De vi

——————
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thought of the majestic young Inilan, until the meeting in
:ioboken again brought him to my minde I gevmed to see him

T

&8s L saw hin last = the very dendy of his tribe - with a

troad band of shining bress atout his hat, a circle of silver

¢n hig breast, tled with scarlet ribtons, and & long belt of

curiously wrought wampun hanging to his feets
Vhen her first novel which deslt with ean Indlan theme brought fame to
¥orie Franecls, it wae assumed tha'® her experiencs with the Indian wss
purely imacinary, yet the recsut —emory of the werrior Ftalexis way
well have serve as the model for the Indian hero Hobomoke

While still residing in ilaine, Yaria aspired to an ambition worthy
of the erudite ‘argaret Fullere Tc her brother, in November 1818, she
wrote, ¥I have long indulged the hope of res'ing Homer in his own tongues
I have not relinguishe! ite I look forwars to o certain time when I
expect theot hope, with many cthers will be reaslizedsesel usually spend

en heour, aftar I reitira for ths nisght, in rea’ing Cibbon's “omen Fmpire."z

Thers vas a practicsl element in her nature, however, for st the ave
of ninstesn she had no "hich=flown expsctatione,” but wrote that, "If
I gm industrious I shall be independenbe”> This desire to say of all
men, "1 owe him naught™ le? her to plan to take & school in Gardiners
“hen this oprortunity to leavs Forridgewock presentsd itself in “larch,
she walted only until "the travelling beomme toleralle™? bafore hepine
ning her journeye Thus early began her pressing desire to instruct,

e degire which was to doninate all of her non=fictlional writingse The

liysia e Cnill, Letters from New York, pe 29

2Laﬁtgrs, Pe 3

8:bid, pe 5

41bidy pe 5
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experience gained with ohildren was to be of great help to her when
ediresains her writings to younger reacderse Her aoxile in Haine was
drawing to a close, and at last che was to have an opportunity to live
in liis=rary surroundingse
Un Yay 5, 1822, Convers ['raucis marriecd Abby Bre ford Allynnl
Stortly thereafter they went tc reside in Watertown, where the groom
was ithe newly appointed Unitarien ministere As soon as she atiained
ber majority, laria Frencis joined itnis householde The promptness with
wirieh she left iaine implies not a lissatisfaction with hey life in
d¥aine or unhappiness with her beloved sister, but rather a gresster
devotion to haer brothere After ysars of study she was nrepares tc take
her riphtful plece amid kindre:l intsllectse A4t no period in the hiatory
of our literature aund in no place other then in the smell compass of
Bogton and its surroun ing rerritcory were so many of the leading figures
of American literature getherwde This was a glorious era to bs kuown
to posterity as the "Golien Age"™ of American literaturee In this atmos=
phore, most conducive to the dsvelopment of her undeniaebls genius, ilarla
Fraunecis fomed a glirlhood friencdship which was to last a lifetinee
¥ight years younger than she, yet her equal in scholastic anbtition, the
prosuct of an egually lonely yet precocious childhool, 'argaret Fuller
was the ideal compeanion for the serious=-minded iVarie Frenoise Togsther
they read "Loocke, as introductory to a ocourse of Enplish metaphysies, and
then D¢ Stael on Locke's syatemo"z This interest later influsnced

Vnria francis to write a life of Yadame De Stasls

1Irancis,.gg. cite, pe 120

“largaret Ossoli, Memoirs of Yargaret Fuller Ossoli, I, 55
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sarcepret Fuller valued heyr friende Wrltiug te s former teacher
et the school of the Yigses Prescoti, in Groton, MYassachusetts, Vargaret
Fuller introduced her as "a most interssting woman, in my opinicne She
is o natural person = & most rare thing in this sge of cant and pratention.
Ter conversation is charming « she brings all of her powers to Leer upon
it; her style is varied, anc she has a very pleasant and spirited way of
thinklinge I shoul:i judge, too, thal she possesges peculiar purity of
minde" + “argaret Fuller spprociete: the imtellectual honesty of Laria
Francise As an author and as an iniividual larie Francie was most aptly
deseriiad as "a natural versore" ler writings, both fictional and
nen=fictional, were to express her houest couvictionse The "purity of
mind® so early discernible marked her a uli yearse She walked through
slua ani prislong found good in the most depraved end offered help to
thoge who had desperate need of ite

it was a pleasant 1ife in Xew Lmgland in the eightecn~twentiese
Loston had long outgrown the Puritan distrust of 2rt and that subject
was much inm the eilre The Athenameum had sequired a colleciion of plaster
casts of classical statuary chosen by Canovae ilar' Yarie Francis may
have aoqguire: the love of stetuary which was to remein with her alwayse
Twenty years later she was livipg a secluced 1ife emid unocongenial sure
roundings in the town of Korthampton, Hassachusetis end confessed here
self, "ashemed to sey how deeply I am charmed with sculpture; ashamed

because it seems like affeoctetion in one who has hed such very limited

-

Ibiie, pe 65
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opuortunity to become aoquainted with the artse I have e little plaster
figure of & caryatidy which acts upon my spirit like e magiocian's spelleee
Topose ofber cou liet = mnot ths repose of innocencs, but the reposs of
wisdam.“l

She attendsd the Saturdey clesses MHargaret Fuller held iun ¥West
Streete "These meatings were attended by hell the elite, Flizabeth
Loar Trom Concord, the thrse PeaLcdy sisters, lirse Imerson, Mra. George
Banorcaft, l'rse Theodore Parker, !larim White, who was engeged tc James
Liussell Lowelle The subjects wers Creek mythology, 'what is Life?!',
the history of art, the meaning ol the various dancese"”

iiousehold duties, socclal mestings with friends, an intense vrogrem
of study and contact with the sarly trenscendentalists® who met in the
medoet study in VWaterbtown wore net sufficlent, howevar, to satisy this
anbitious sirle In her quiet yot determined way she now entered the

field of fictlione

lietters, pe 36

2ian Wyek Brooks, The Flowering of New Englend, pe 241

Snlcott's Journal for Mondey, September 16th states, "The following
persons comprised our cirecle of conversation, at the hone of Dr. Franels:
Tmerson, aAlcott, Channing, Hedge, Fipley, Dwight, Parker, Lartlett, Bartol,
ey, Stetson, Morrison, rse. Ripley and 'iiss Fuller." QCuoted in Hugh Wade,
aygaret aller, pe 65




CLHAPTIR I1I

YEARE OF FA'E
In 1824 a* the asge of twanly=-lwe “aria ‘rancis published Hobomok,

A Tale of “arly Timese The often repeate. story lound in contemporary

sooount sl that her literary carseyr tegsn wlth the reading of Ire John
24 - v
Ge Talfrey's review of the lons narrative poom Ysmoyden,” putlishe . in

the North American Review, hes survived to the presente ‘lhers is a

certain romantic flavor to the story of a young zirl whiling away an
idls hour at noon in the parscnsgs study with a three ysar old copy
of & magazine an< being suddenly inspired by the words, "Whosver in
this country first attains the rank of & first ruie writer of llctlion,
we predict will luy his scens heree The wide field is ripe [or the

n3 She ha’ never written

hervest, and scarce a sickle yet has touchec ite
a wor: i{or publieation or dresme:d of becoming an author "« but the spell
was cu her, and seizing & pen, bLerore the bell rang for the aiftsrnoon
meeiing she had composed the {irst chapter of the novel, just as it was
privtede When it was shown to her brother, her young embition was flattered
by the exolemetion, *‘iut, “.aris, di- you reslly write thiz! Do you rmean

D) '“4

what yoa say that it is entirely your owm? Thus the romentic story

iufus Griswold, The Prose Writers of America (1847), p. 426

2James Eastburn and Robert Sands, Yemoyden 1820

3Je Co Palfrey, Review of Yamoyden, & Tale o the Wers of King "hillip,
North Amerioen Heview, X, pe 164

Liriswold, op. cits, pe 426
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of Rufus We Griswoli, & story he nay well have heard fra: the author
herselfe Behind this monentary impulse were yesrs of oreperalione
Yaria Prancis had real widely end writben constantly to her beloved
brother for many yearse Another factor was her awareness of conbene
porary writingse Any consideretion of her inspiration must teke into
account the great success which met the reecent publicetion of Cstherine
Sedgwick's Redwood and Cooper's Ploneerse.

Six wesks eaw the gompletion of Hobomok, a novel of less then two
hundred pegese 1t was published by Cummings, Hilliard and Co-pany of
Doston with the neme of ‘he author withheld and signed merely by "An
American."l Although Yamgxdan had introduced riscegenation in the
marrisze of a white women to an Indlan worrior, Hovomck was the first
prose ronance to introduce this themes Jemes Fenimore Cocper had upheld
the honor of hlizabeth Temple by proving the white blood of her lovsr,

the Youns Fagle of the Dalawarss.z The North American Review considered

the sequence of events portrayed in Hobomok as "not only unnatural, but
revelting to every feeling of delicaoy in man or womane"® fThe plot is

e variation of the Enoch Arden theme ostensibly based “on an old wern=out
maruseript” whioh accidentally cene in the euthor's waye It wes purportedly

written by one of the author's ancestors who "fled with the persscuted

non=conformists from the Isle of Wright, and about the middle of June,

llyéia 17e Chil:, Hobanok, 1824

2Jemes Fe Cooper, The Prairie, 1823

S5The North American Review, XIX, 263
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ieo0, gprrived et Faumkeak on the sastern shore of assachusetise™l
The icdes thai the manuserint wos nlaced in hor hands by a Pfriend is told
by eric Tranels in the Prefacs Lo liocbomocke Frederie, the friend, conw-
fosoes that, "Your friend Peesss’s remarks eoncerning our early history,
have half iteupted me ts write a lew Inpland nevelo"z Harle Mravols
ex-recses rer surprisc, "A novel - when Veverly is calloning over hill
ant dele, faster and more successiul than Alexsnder's conquering sword?
Even Ancrioen ground is occcuplede The Spy is lurking in every closet,
~ the wind is everywhere supplied with Pioneers on the land, and is
socn likaly to be with Pllots on the deap.“3
Teznite this awareness Uerla Franeis procecds with *he storye The
scene 1s lai’ at Salemand Tri-mnocuniain, oclonial Foaston so called before
the leveling of its hillise In her Jdescriptions of native scenery she
demonstrates that thus early sho “has an eye for the beautiful end
sublinme of ext:rnal nature "% This love of beauty was to e rmeeate all
of her later novselse
The plot of Hobomok is bnsed on the improbable situsiion in which
e young well-bred lInglish girl, in a state of insane despondenscy on

hearing of the supposed death of her lovsr, offers herself as the wife

pand

"Caﬂg’d‘, Hobonckeg Pe 7

£ibide, Freface
31bide, Preface

“Yorth Awmerican Review, XIX, 262
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of an Inijan chiefe YFor thrass years she lives not unhappily with him in
his wigwen and bears him & "hopeful son." At the end of that time her
white lover preturns and is met in the forest by her husbande There snsues
ong of the most fentastioc of all fietional renunclilationse Hobomok first
proposes that he leave his wife and child that, "Mary may sing the mar=
riage song in the wigwam of +the Englishman.“l Not to be outdone in gener=
osity, George Browm also offers to yenounce Marye 'RNo," he tells Eobomok,
"She is your wifee HKaep her, ani cherish her with tendernessees 1 will
be as generous as you have beene I will return from whence I came, and
bear my sorrows as I{ ray, Let Vary never know that I am slivee. Love her,
enéd be happy.“z The final renunciation is, however, that of Hobomoke
"His voioe ohocked an: the tears fell bright and fast"® as Hobomok said,
"Ee Mind to my boys" He thon took one last look a* his wife ani child,
divoresd his wife¢ as he married her, by the custon of his trite, and went

to ssek u grave "far off among the red men in the west."d

With unseemly
hasts the lovers ars rsunited and marry in three dayse Years pass, and
1ittle Hobomok, "whose Indian blocd has been forgotien, becones a dig-

tingulshe | gra uate at Cambridge and when he left that infant univsrsity,

he departed to finish his education in England."5

lgnila, Hobonok, pe 174
2ivid., pe 174
S1bide, ps 174
41v1de, ne 174

Sibide, pe 174




18
Both historieal end fioctional personages are pressnted among the
characterse The histor oal group as Covernor Tndicott, Lady Arebella
Jormsecn end her hustend "are geuersally very well councelved ani supported;
the sketches of society snd mannsr:s are drawn with a faithful handi the
historicel inclderts are ieteiled with a truth and spirit, which sive

nl The fictional charsctors sre

aniatlion and intersst to the shorye
loss restrainede Ledy “ary, Jdeughter of the Earl of Rivers and rother
of ary Uonant, is a gentle fisure overshedowed by her stern and uncome
pronising husbande Charles Brown, the hero, educated as a lawyer at
Cxfor, is stron; only in his roligiocus convietions for whieh, at the
fastigation of ary's father, he is driven from the colonye. Hoborok is
e o8t un~Indian character in keeping wlth the notlz savage traditione
Cften he “pursued his way through the weoods, whis lin- end singing as

he woni, in the joyfulneas of his hearte®? Physieelly, "he wns ona of
ths finest specimen of eslestic, vigorous elegance of nroportion, tc¢ be
found among his tritee Hie long residence with the white inhatitants of
Plymouth ha? change? his natural fierceness of manmere"® llentally he

ig a g3lf-sacrificing, sentimental Prinoe Charming sasily acccounted for
by thz age and sex of the authore .Jaory Conant, deserited as "a Parian

statue, or onc of those feir visiocns which faney gives to slumber,"4

or agsin as, "a lily weighted down by the pitilsss pelting of the storm;

liorth smerican Review, XI1%, 262

30}";13.(;‘1, LpBtscliey Pe 173
3Itid, pe O

41bid, pe 74
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a viclet shedding its soft, rich perfums on blackness and ﬁesolaiiw&,”l
§8 the least realistic of all the characterse She is a hizgh born and
delicalte malden who has become woll adjustes to the hardships of colonial
lifee The degree Lo which the reader has accente’ her in the early
chentors of the novel intensifies the embarrassment of the cabtastrophe.
Amonyg the minor charscbters Sarah 01 'ham, James Hopkins and Ure

Cecllier snect the proposal sceune to be made famous in The Courtship of

Niles Standishe ‘m bein; preosented by }'re Collier with s written pro-

pesal from James Hopkins, Sarah replies, "When you set out upon other
men's business, I advise you to o 1t faithfully, but never the less to
keep an sys upon your owne"© As Sarah lacks the novility eni feminine
tact of Priscilla, 8o iire Collier lacks the Puritanio conscisnce whisch
is the basis of the strugzle in the mind of John Aldene Ancihser sime=

ilarity is to be found in rart Vive of The Courtship of iiles Standish

when Loupfellow so graphiocally describes another Hobomok, Ivien! of

the white mane

Just in the gray of dawn, as the mists uprose from the
mesiows,

There was a s8tir anl a scund in the slumbering villegs
of Plymouth;

Clawging and olicking of arms, and the order imperetive,
I'oxwardld’

Given in tone supressed, s tramp of feet, and then
silence.

Pirures ten, in the migb, marehed slowly out of the
villageas

1ibide, ppe 97-98

€ivide, pe 26
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Standish the stalwart it was, with elight of his wvalorous

army,

La’ by thelr Indian gulde, by Hobomok, friend of the

white men,

Iorthward narching to quall the sudden revolt of ths

SQVESQe

ALl discussions of Hobomck characterige it as the work of & young
inoxpsrienced girl to whom Indians were unimowne It is true thet lobemok
is an iJealiged savage in +the noble savage tre’itions Yo sveh Indian
hero walled ths wildernesse Vet JVarie Frencis mew the Iniisns of the
Penobsoeot rerions She knew in nartieular old Ca tain Yeptune, chief of
the tribe, and his warrior nsphew, Etalexise Shering their humble meal
in a hemlock forest, ilhe younz an’ Impressicnable ¥arle formed a romentie
eonovepbion o the majessile young herce This ivpression was fresh in her
mind in the yaear 1841.3 Vhen theu she <etormincd as early as 12324 to
write a novel of the Indian, Ztalexis must have contributed nueh Lo the
gharsctor of Hobonoke The wigwam of Nobomeok ans the life of Yary with
her Indian husband and aged mother may be based on genuine Imowledge of
Indian marnners and customa.

The only importence of this novel today is that it is one of the
flrst novels with its scenc laid in colonial Mew Inmglande &4 contemporary
acoount , however, states, "This interesting 1little tale mude 1ts way to
the public fevor solely by its owm merits, and was scaresly notleel by
our oritics, till their opinions had been rendsred of little conseguence

by the declislon of the literary communityese in faet & nsw novel has

rerely been seized upon with zreater aviditye"o

lﬁanry Ve Longfellow, The Courtship of !iiles Standish, Part V, pe 174

2Lydle Ye Child, Letters fro: New York, p. 29

SNorth American Review, XX1I, 400



21
Two faoctors, both external, mayv account for the success of this
novele The suthorshipr soon tecame known and femsles literary succeszs
was sufficiently rare to be of great intereste The secconl rsason for
the populerity of this novel was the ardent desire of the reaging publie
for native fictione The successful conclusion of the War of 1312 had
freed the United States from the danger of foreign dominatione 7Ths

twenty=four United States were conscious cf their '

'ranifest destinv,”
and it was to be expected thet ths literary independencs of the nation
should be demandede Consciousness of natlonel unity increesed the de-
mand for e truly Amerlecan literaturse The rapii growth of popoulation,
moreover, had a significant effect on the number of readers of vopular
fictliorie The numbers had increased prodigiously. Fy reconstructing
1ifs in early Salem and Plymouth with a degree of succsss and sympaihy,
Yarlae Ironcls satisfisd the petriotic urge at an early dete iv American
fietione
Honors vpoured in upon ths youthful authorssse The Icgton Athenasum

coenferred upon her a free ticket of sdmission, the only time such an
honor was conferred upon a womane Unfortunately the Athenasum was soon
to regrst its decision and withdrew the privileges

Cnly to her sister did the youthful author express her vlessure
in the enthusiesm with which her novel was recelveds "Praises and in=-

LR

vitaticns,” wrote iarle Franocis, "have poured in upon me, beyend my

utmost hopgBess 'I should think more hi:hly of the talent of the woman

x o

who eculd write lobomeok,! Ire e says, 'than any other American woman
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who hes sver written, though to be sure it has its faultse' 'Say
nothing < Lts faultg ' urges the ediltor of the 'torth American’; thev
arc the Taulits of senius, and the bsautlies welph then downe?! The "'iases
ngoadl heli up their hends end exlaimyg 'prodiglous, procigicusd! I
mention these thinge to you bLecause you want to hear 2ll the talk that
is paﬁsing-“z

Althougbh the success of her novel was teyond her expecta’long
“eris iranois, with charscteristic independence, loocked for = more sescure
method ¢f earning her livinge 1In 1324 she opened & privete school in
Votertowne As the sigher of the local minister and a noted author she
could well Le trusted with the education of the children of the towne
Character was the first prerequisits of a teacher in the 18th centurye
Teacher training was incidentale Cirls fresh from the classroon begen
teeching whils still in their tesnse The Peabody sisters, with as
limite? an eucational backzround, estailished a similar scheol luring
the seme year in Erooklins for the children of wealthy Fostoniense

The fcllowing year, 18265, the same publishing house offered a new

rovel by the author of Hobomoke This was The Rabels, or Boston Lsfore

the Revolutione "™fost respectfully inscrited” to Georgs Tiscknor, "sqe,

this novel had & large ready-made audiense dus to the nublic acclaim

which greeted the first volume of the author.

1iha visses Tacy and Mary Tspond were the daughters of the Reverand

Frareics Se Osgoode

2iinllowell, ov. olte, De 99
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The choice of perio’ was unfortunate, for this wes the period of
the titans of American libertye Samuel Adams, James Ctis, “ovsrnor
Thomas lutchinson, and Mather Byles strode the strects of Bostcne Omly
some fifty years had passed sinse the memorable events portrayed and
many &till lived who had witnessed theme The works of Adems end Ttis
were familisr to almost evary member of the community, and the sitory of
he sbtruggle Tor freedom had besn told in thelr own wordse It is,
howsver, notable that “arle Francls was so lmbued with the spirit of
the times that the spesch she compoged and attributed to James Otls was
quoted in all "School Readers” and books of declamation as the stirring
words of thet patriote Thomas Uigzinson writes of:
learning by heart the lines, 'ngland nmay as wsll dom up
the weters of the ¥ile with bullrushtes as to fetter the step
of Freedon, more proud an’d firm in this youthful land than

where she treads the ssquested glens of Scotland, or @ri)uches
hargalf among the magnificent mountains of Switzeriand?

under ths improssion thst it was "a pisce of genuine rev-lutionary
sloquance” and of his astomishment to diseover "that the highe-gounling
periods attributed to Otls wers really to be found in a youns lady's
romence."> The eloguent but untutored Whitefiel: offers hisz fictionale

»
ize! sormons in werds which hs —mifht well in actuality have utterade”

1.3:;: dey Pe 4(:, guoted in Stovenson's lome Book of Quotations, pe 62
with the {ootnote, " rse Child's puts thi s Tlemboyant . spesoh imto fhe
mouth of James Q’!;is, one of the historioal oharacters in her romences’

“Thomas llig;inson, Contemnoreries, ppe 115-116e A curiocus interest is
_shown in the corrceotion of the text iu the copy of this volume in the Hare
Look Foony, Library of Congresss m page 149 larie I'rencis wrobe, "The spirit
of ¥ew Umrland may bresk, but vou perceive that it will wnever bond,” This
has been corrsctsd in ink to read, “The apirrt of Hew rngland may iLend, but
you perseive that it will never Lrsake” & marginal note, also im ink,
states, "The one who made that corrcetion was & gump and kmew nothing of

the meaning of thae passagoes” 5till another hant has added, "That he didn'ti"
4 fourth hand agrees with "That is my opiniomne” A £ifth eareful reader
adds, "I vote break is right.”

SIn 1841 in the Boston Book liss Franeis published "The Preaching of
Whitefielde"
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As in liobomok, Maria Francis lacks control of her non-histarical
characterse The sams tendenoy toward the over~tragic characterizes the
triangle of Grace, Luoretia and Sommervilles Lucretia is a much
stronger chareot:r than ilary Conant and from the first moment of her ap~
pearance to her rejection of Sommerville at the altar, she comlnates the
booke Hai the novel ended with the reminociasiion scene the unity of the
story might have been saved, but the complacent manner in which the
heroine then marries s formerly rejected suitor is too realistic to
satisfy the readsrs of romance.

When dealing with historical inoidents, Yaris Fraencis displays
great merite The desoriptions of the mob which wantonly destroys the
library of Govarnor Lutchinscn shows proof of the emthor's talente The
descriptions of the procession of the nuns in Qusbeec and of the death
bed of Grace are distinguished with s beauty and power which demonstrate
the authorts ability in portreying the strange and pathetic in litsrature.

"The suthor has paid the usual price of an early reputation, that
of being compelled to use redoubled exertions inm order to prevent it

from faling,” reported the North Amerioan Review, adding that, "We cannoct

venture to say that her laursls have lost none of their freshnesas by
the pregent attempt, but on the other hand, we think that her failure

is only e partial one, and that it may be asoribed to other csuses than
went of ability."l The asuthor is snooursged to continue, for the

article cloges with the hope:

IN“Xnierioan Review, XXII, 401
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of soon hearing again from the sare quartere We should be
hapny if our remarks shoul induce the author to select,

for her future attempts, such subjects as will give full
scope to the talents, which she indisputably possesses, end
to bestow & little more cers on the construction of her nlot.
Fut at any rate we trust thet she will not be discouraged
from pursuing her literary labors, as we believe, that when
the first feelings of disanpointment shell have passed away,
the presont work, notwithstanding its many defects, will
hold a high renk in the estimation of all admirers of deseripe
tion and pathetic eloguences

With her usual outspoken coriticism of religious sects, laria Francis
in The Rebels gave offense to the Calvinistie group who took umbrage
at her allusions to IUre Bylese Uf this she wrote to her sister,

The Calvinists, you know, have a fist always doubled for com=
bate They expeot to find the Thirty-liine Artiocles supported
ag manfully in a modern nowvel as in Dre Griffin's sermone I
do not think 1t worth while tc battle with then or their
doctrinese As mankind advences in the steady march of free
and rational principles their absurd tenents will die away,
together with imege worship, pllgrimeges to Yecca, and holy
glliancess Indeed their present extraordinary zgal is but
the conclusive spasm of approaching dissolutione

Despite the digparagement of this limited group, the fame of ¥aria

Frenocls sprea’ and Bvenings in Mew England, publishel in 1825, met with

unqualified success. "This book was a charminyg memorial to Lafayettse's
vigit to the countryve S8She had witnesse:i his triumphal entrance into
Bostoun, and the overwhelming enthusiar on Beacon Street when the atterpt

was made to take out the horses and draw his barouche by han&-“3

11pice, XXII, 408
2}iellowell, op cite, pe 99

S s De 100
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The precociocus daughter of the Medfor! baker ha® becane “"The

brilliant Miss Francis" and a lion of lostons Invited by ths governor
0 the reception for Lafayetta, she recelved from that gmllant hero a
kiss which she vowed would never be washed from her hande Invitations
poured in upon here "lLire Tisknor, an aristoorat of the first water
(spoken of by some as the 'Croesus of Loston'), would write first to
her before inviting other gussts, declaring that he desired no wme if

she ocould not be one of the cmpany."l

At no time was liaria Irancis ieautifule In 1873 she wrote to an
admirer who requested a photcgraph, "Mre Osgood's ploture never btore any
resemblance to mees I nevér, at any perioil of life, ha! any personal
beauty."z At the age of twenty=four, at the height of her fame, she
must have presented a most pleasing pictures Her wit and viveoity would
make her en ornament to any soccletye It wes during this year that Alex~
ander painted her portrait, which she sent to her sister writing, "I
hope you will like ite There is a glow and enthusiams alout it which
belongs to the author of Hobomgk rather then o L. He Francise®®

On August 28, 1826, Maria Franeis wrote to her sister, "You heve no
idea how busy I ame Desides my cther work I have engsged to edit a
book for children, ninety noges - oee *+ .o months, and all original

mattere Two publishers made the recuest to me, and I refused, but some

Bogton k dies finally persusifed me into ite"¢ 1In Septemter of that year,

libide, pe 100
2ianuseript letter, Library of Congress

3Itide, pe 1Cle This portrait was given to the Yedford Historical

Society, but unfortunately it has been partially "restored" thus losing
ruch of its authenticitye

45allcwe11,_32. cit., pPe 100
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several months before the eppearance of the first issue of Nathaniel

%Willis® Youth's Companion, this nublication begen as the Juvenile Vig-

cellany, putlished in Boston by the firm of Putnam and Huntel The last
issue was published in January of 1829, A bie-monthly putlication,
ninety »ages in length, this megarine was deservedly populare iargaret

Fuller, in Women in the 19th Century, wrote that it was '"much and de-

sorvedly esteemed by childrens It was a healthy, cheerful, natural and
sntertainin: companion to theme"2 With nostalzic feeling a writer in

the Unitarian Heview looks back to the deys of the Juvenile !'iscellanye

Trhe children sat on the szone stens of their house doors all

the way up and down Chesgtnut Strest in FEoston, waiting for the
sarriere He used to cross the strest, going from deor tc door
in a zigeag fashion, and the fortunate possessor of the first
sopy found a crowd of little ones hanging over her shoulder

from the steps atovee And then, ws went to suvper early on
Sgturdeys, for femilies were large, and every child went to his
bathy, that the dear old Sundey morning might be grested with re-
ngwad purity and in fresh linenl low forlorn we were if the
carrier was latei®

Thomas ligginson refers to the Juvsnile Miseellany as "That delightful
4

ploneer among children's magazines in Amerioca.”
tlaria Francis had a gemuine fondness for childrens It was with

pleasure thet she looked back to the days of entertaining many of them

while offering moral edificetione A whole genseration of children ware

grateful o her for the plessure of this megazines In the "reface to

Yg. Lo iott, A History of American Magazines, 1741-1350, I, pe 492

Ziargaret Fuller, Women in the 19tk Century, ne 314

SUnitarian Review, XIX, 526

4Hutohinson, ope oite, pe 116
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Looking toward Sunset, she recalls, "1 ocoasionally meet people who say

to me, 'I had many a pleasent hour, in my chilihoo!, reading your Juvenile
iiscellanys and now I em enjoying it over egain with my little folkse '™l
Friends long remembered the pleasure of resiing this magaeine, for in
13568, writing to thank the author for her latest book, Samuel Johnson
‘write, "But putting this aside = I thank you for the bock? (in the

name of all who love whatsoevsr is ten:er, helpful and true) as for

everything else you have written since the dear old Juveuile ¥iscsllany,

best of gifts to boys and girlse"d
Contemporery appreciaeation was all that any author could desires Un
September 28, 1826, she wrote in a letter to Doctor Allym of buxbury,

Vassachusetts, "liy Miscelleny succeeds far heyond my most sanguine expecta~-

tlonse That is, peoplse ars generous beyond my hopes."4

A moye confidential letter was addressed to her sister asbout this
timee This letter freely cdiscusses the success of the i'iscellany as well
as the author's literury end scoial suocess: "The Migoellany is very
kindly receivede It geems as if the public was resoclved to give me a
flourish of trumpets, let me write what I wille If I were not vain, I

should be a prodigys Indeed, I have been too much oaressed of late by

livdia Child, Looking towar:i Sumnset, P’reface

2Loocking, toward Sunset

sﬁanusoript Letter, Yale University Library

4Lettars, pe 61
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a flattering worlde Valuable zifts, jewels, beautiful dresses pour
in upon me, invitations beyond acceptance, admiring letters from all
parts of the countrye The world seldom smiled so graoiously on one
8o 1ittle worthy of its notioee"l

These were the years of fame when the literary world offered adula=-
tion to thisg young girl barely out of her teense During these years
only a strong sense of independence kept her from losing her firm grasp
on realitye That same spirit saved her from regret when she faced an

angry nation in the name of an oppressed race.

1Quoted in Hallowell, ope oit., p. 101



CHAPTER 1IIX

YEAES OF HAPPIWESS

AL twenty Naria Francis was the objeot of literary edulatione lur-
ing this period she expressed e strong determinstion never to marrys
"Neture," she wrote, "never intended me for enything tut singls 1ife, and
I am not golng to quarrel with her plana.“l There must have been many who
admired thie petted darling of Cambridge end Bostone Yet the first mention
of the one who wes to chenge her sttitude is found in & modest eortry in
her Jouruel under the dete of Decerber 2, 1824, when she writes, "Vre
Child dined with us at Wetertowns He pogsesses the rich fund of an ine
telligernt trevellsr without the slightest tinge of s travellsr's vanity.”z

tavid Child, whe thus met with the approvel of iHaria Francis, was
the third son of Zacharish end i-i- Biselow Childe He was horm in West
Boylston, iassachusetts on July 8, 1794, ons of eizht childrene His father
had been & Revclutionary soldier, a brother Captain Johm Child, who
finally added a terminal "e" to the name, carried on the military tradi-

tion as an outstanding West Point graduate.”

Pavid Lee Child was an asccomrlished scholur and trevellsr, when in
1824, he rsturned to America fron his position of attache to the imeriecen
legation at Portugale He had ssrved with Alexander Eversett, then Amarioan

mivister under the presidency of John Quinocy Adsnse Now thirty years of

liu-ted in Hellowell, ope oite, pe 102

2ibide, pe 102

3Llias Child, Genealogy of the Child, Childs, and Childe Families,
ppe E556-588
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agoe, David Child was a Harverd graduate and former sub-master of the
Boston latin Schoole 2@ was and always would be an ardent defender of
livertye In 1820 he had resigned his post in Lisbon to go to Snain to
fight sgeinst the French, seying that "he felt it always his duty to
help seoure and defend liberty."!

Child settled in Vatertown to study law in the office of his maternal
uncle, Tyler lMigslowe curing his stay in Watertown, he met, at ths home
of George Ticknor Curtis, iaria lrencis, famous sister of ths loosl minister.

Tre romance between them was & spirited one merked by "banter and mutual

critiolism, smounting some times to what might be taken as svidence of
mutual repugnanees"s Things continued in this memmer for four years with
Yaria Francis exeroising her wit in pretended aversion of Tavid Child
whenever they rmet in publiec, while in her journsl writing of him, on
January 26, 1825, after just one month's acquaintance, "He is the most
gallaut man that hes llved since the sixtesnth century and needs nothing
but helmet, shield and chain ermor to make him a complete knight of
ohivalry."3

At the snd of four years of this banter which successfully camouflaged
& deep and lasting affection, Devid Child asked ¥arle Francies to be his

wifee He was now an established Boston lawyer, a member of the "assachusetts

State legisleture and editor of the Lassachusetts Journsl, & lealing Adens

1Harpar'a Wagazine, LXXXIi, p. 7195

21bide, pe 719

SlLetters, ps 8
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paper.1 Hs may well have felt that his prospects warranted this steps
Tris unusual proposal Yook place at the home of Zsorge Tlcknor Curtiss
Thsn & mere youth, Curtis seems to have eluded the wvigilence of iilis mother
and witneazsed the proecesiings while enthroned in some ncok sacred to
the hidiung of small boyse Iiie wrote of the occasions

Cue evening, about nine o'elock, he'éﬁhilé;7¥ode out of Doston
on horseback, and instea’ of leeving his horse st a livery-
steble, he tied him by his bridle rein to a post at my mother's
front door, which opened directly on the street, st the top of
twe or thres steps, and then he came intc the parlor toc sese
¥iss Francise My mother, who helieved that the denousment had
come, or was cowmdng, retired to her chamber, and sent me to bed.
¥re Child pressed his suit most sarnestlye The lady was & long
time wmaking up her minde Ten ofclock came, then eleven, then
twalvee The horse, grown impatient and no doubt very cold and
hungry, repeatedly put his forefeet upon the wooden steps and
stamped away, &8s much as tc say, 'Take me home, or le* me go by
myselfe' Nre Child went cut cnoe or twice to pacify him, then
returned on with the momentcus conversatione At last, just as
the clock was on the stroke of one, he wents liss Prancis,
when the horse's foot-=falls ceasad to be hsard, rushed to my 5
mother's room, and tcld her that she was engaged to !re Childe

This event took place in September of 1827 The following month
Maris Francls wrote apologetically to her sistepy

I btlush that I should have been absolutely engaced more *hen
a month, without having found a moment to tell you of the
important newsse Yre Child's extreme devotion an?! my own ex=-
cess of happiness must form ny exouse for this negligencee
Indesd, my dear sister, am happy, heppy, happy, bsyond my
owm imaginatione®

Hor cholce did not meet with the cordial approbation of her frisnds

and familye "lre Jmvid Lee Child was a most acoomplished scholar and

luictionary of Americen Eiography, IV, p. 65

I3

Harper's Magazine, LXXXI, ppe 718=720

”.
3

tisllowell, ope cite, pe 103
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refined gentleman, of unquestioned integrity and moral worth, had travelled
extensively in Europe, was familiar with ancient an< modern langueges, was
courtly ir his mannere; but with all these desiraslle qualities was one most
undesirable - & genius for experiements, without counting the cost.“l

Preparetions for the weddins prooweded and gifts arriveds ‘aris Franeis
descrited the gifts anc preparasions for the wediinge "A pretty butter
knife ancd oream ladle, - a study lanp, =~ from iirse Thaxter? = '‘rse Whit¢3
sent me & keg of tongues = lirse Tyler Bigelowé a palr of pleted candle
scieks, Muily marshallg and Kary Me, polished steel suuffers on a plated
traye 'y mambua=~maker has been here a wecke 1 have & claret-culorsd silk
plisaé. lined with straw solored silk, made in the extent of the mode,
erocuzh to make snybody sters; s Tlack figured leventine silk, and one
swiss musline Wy wed 'ing pgown is Indie muslin, a jood deel itrimned with
white sstine Clarisesm Bigelow is to be bridesmaid, and I have bLought

thirty-five pounds of ceke of Nicholse"® This smount of ceke wovld indicate

e large weddiin; of about three hundrsc guasts-7

libicde, pe 103
2iirse Thaxter was the mother of Levi Thaxter, the Browning scholare

Sirse Wnite was the mother of Haria White, Jemes Russsll Lowell's
first wifae

4. rse Bigelow was the aunt of the groome

Siiss “arshall, considered the mosi beautiful sirl in Boston, was a
life=long frien. of Yaria Francise

6inllowell, ope cite, pe 104

7This estimate is based on the opinion of a modern caterers
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Cn October 19, 1828 Lydia Mariae Franols married her night and
moved to & small house on Harvard Street, in Bostone This "proper little
martin box wés furnished with very plein gantility."l

George Curtis, who visited the bride in her new home, reported,
"She kept no servant, and did ner own cookinge She had prepared a savory
disn, cousisting of a meatepie, perhaps mutton, baked in a small oven,
and there were roasted or baked pctatoes, and a baked Indian puddinge
Thers was no dessert, and no wine, nc bevsrags of any kin: Lut water,
not even & cup of tea or ooffese”?

The perfect mental accord betwesen Javid and Maria Child was demone
strabed when, not long after thelr wmarriege, a Spanish pirate ship was
captursd and vrought to Dostone Ths men were charged with extreme oruslty
end piracy on the high seasse S“eath would have Leen meted out to them,
but Deavid Child, who had an affinity with lost causes and forlorn hopes,
offered %is services in thelr uLshalf, TWendell Phillips tslls of the
manney in which Yarie Child egpoused the esuse in which her husband
concerrad himselfe Though it was the depth of winter, she made the trip
to Waghin;ton by stage=oocach to ask presidential interventione Imploying
all hier cloquence Maria Child ig said to have entreated Presiisnt Jackson
cu her krees, without avall, tc spars the lives of the pliretes. The

presifent replied, "By the Fternal, let them hangd™ Vendel Phillips

(6]

resoords, however, that it was through her intervention that & falr trial

was szcured for these miserable mene Thus early in married life 214

linllowell, ops oits, ps 108

Zharpar’s Magazine, LXXXI, pe. 720
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¥rse Child align herself with the ocauses which her husbend espousede <The
very ouneness of thought whioch characterigzed this most happy narriage was
to cost Lydis Marls Child finsunclal security and contemporary fame, a
gaerifice which she was never to regret.

Although her femily background wes such a&s tc make her receptive to
anti=~glevery feeling, Waria Child had teken no part in Abolition activities
until Yavid Child, always a defendsr of the oppressed, added his influences.
He hed placed his legal talents at the service of the fugitive slaves
and thereby ruined his chances to rise in the legal profegeions It was
a surpriss even to members of ths Abolition Society whsn she first spe
peared st meetingss. Little Jic they realigze that hers was a foree which
would tirelessly be exerted in behalf of the slaves

Tre present was, however, made up of housework an: frugal living which
she was able to put to use, for after one year of astriet sconomy and
feithfvlness to the humblest domestie Juties, aria Child wrots the Frugal
Heugswifes This volume demonstrated her ability to change from ths reglons
of fiction and romance to those of fact and dutye The grsat variety of
ecck books, especielly Amelia Surmers' Americean Cookggxl and %liza Leslie's

Zﬁ Reaeiatsz

s &lreaity on the market made finding a publisher a4ffioulted

Finaliy, however, in 1329 Carter end Hendes, as well as liarsh and Capsn,

specuiabed cu the bock and focund it very profitai-le as mors than six thousand

lgn:lia Summers, Americen Cookery, liartford: lHudson and Goodwing 1796

€:1iza Leslie, 75 Reesinbs, boston: Monros and Franeis, 1328

Srreface to Mother's Book
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copies were sold in a single yaar.l Thirty-fivng editions followed in
rapid succession, the title being ohenged in 1832, after seven editioums,

to The American Frugal Hougewifees DBritigh demand resulted in twelve

editions published in London and Glasgow, while the interest of the German

Hausfrau acocounted for nine further editionss True lew England thrift hed

indeed found a wide and appreciative audiencse ¥With this volume aris

Child found her forte, for it was instructing others for their swn goode.
This curious volume which met with such phenomenal success is &

"Feminine “oor Richard's Almarac, a tresesure of Vew Inglend household lore

that ghowed, with an abundance of queint detelil, how one cozld live on

less then a dollar a day."®

The Frugel Housewife was dediceted to "those who are nst aslamsd of

eoonomy.“é The author has no sapology to offer for this cheap littls book
of eocnomiocal hints except her deep convietion that such a bock is neaded.
In this case, "renown is out of the question, and ridicule is & matter of

indifference.">
Ridioule came from the pen of Tle Pe Willls, who satirically comnsnted
ou her diotum that, "Herd giugerbread was rond Lo have in the family = it

kept so wells" This attack was answered by The North American PRsview with

considereble severity, "As to remarks upon the volume, made by sume one,

we never cared to inquire who, - gvidently eclever, but as evidently a

1Ibid., Preface

2Only 33 editions listed in Encyelopsdia Britannica, V, se 467

Svan Wyok Brooks, The Flowering of New England, pe 189

4Lyﬁia Child, The Frugal Housswife, iitle pege

sIbido, pe 8
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tvro in culinery luxuries, an® who should have knowm better withal than
to snarl at e lady, while he ha’ the advantage of a periodieal toc do it in,
- tc say nothing of their want of gallantry in the ebstract, = we held them
to be altogether in bad tastee We must resolutely maintain that thard
ginger bread is nice,t"l

This volume is more than a cookery booke It is in reality a series
of wholesome bits of advice from the mammer in which children's sarly train-
in: should begin to hints on healthe Giany of the latter seem riiiculous
in the light of modern science tut were the accepted medical procedure of
the 1830'se Domestic education was consicdered most desirable by i'rse Child.
A "superficial asoquaintance with such ascomplishments as music end drawing"
s0 characteristic of female education of her day she considered, "usecless
and undesirableese o one shoul’ be taught to consider them wvalusbls for
mere perade and atiractione !laking the education of girls such a serles
of 'man traps! makes the whole system unhealthy, by polsoning the
motives-“z Acoustomed to travel only by neosssity and atle to find ample
smusement by her own hearth, she considered "the rage for travel - : and
for putlie amusements“ the worst kinds of extravagances which have most
undesirable effects “én our purges and our habitse">

The variations of the British and American versions are such as to
appeal to natiocnal pridee Practical changes such as the monetary system

are madees There are minor chenges, such as the use of NHew England rum

liorth American Review, XXXVII, pe 142

2Lydia Child, The Frugal Hougewife, pe 119

Slbido s Pe 127
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to wash the hair in the American version is altered to Jamaica rum for
the same purpose in the British editione One can only speoulate as to

whe ther or not the seame heaslthful ocuelities are to be found inm Yunleh beer

in thoge editions which were printed in Germany.l

Thomas Higpginson recalls the pleasure with which he reed this wolume

28 a c¢hild.

Golng teyon:i mere carnal desires, we read also the wholesonme
directiocn 'to those who are not ashamed of economys.' Ve were
informed that 'children could esrly learn to take care of their
own elothes,' = a respongibility at which we shuddered; and

elso that it was a good thing for children to gather bleckberries,
= in which we heartily ocncurreds Thers, too, we were taught

to pick up twine and paper, to write on the backs of old letisrs,
like paper-saving Pope, and 1f we had a dollar a day, whiech
sesmed a wild supposition, to live on seventy-five centse We

&ll read, too, with intersst, the hints on the polishing of
furniture end the education of daughters, and we got our firsgt
glimpses of political economy from the 'Reasons for HLard Timese!
Sc varied and comprehensive was the good sense of the took

that it surely would have seemsd to cur childish minds infal-
livle, but for one fatsel edmission, which through life I have
recalled with dismay, = the assertion, namely, that 'economical
pecple will seldom use preservese' This was a sumptuary law,
aseinst which the soul of youth revolteds?

The North Amerioan Review praised The liousewife as "intelligible to

ell; if 1t be not, it will not be for want of plaimmess in tellin~ the
truth, or of direotness in the aprlication of the remarks to many of our

dcmestic prejudices and follieas™

A companion pisece to The Frugel lousewife was the short-lived Family

Nursee The purpose is set forth in the Preface by the author.

lrhere is no copy of the German edition listed in the Union Cetalogue
as available in the United Statese

2Thomas Higginson, Contemporaries, pe 120

3The North American Review, XXXVII, pe 143
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This book merely contains the elsments of nursing, and is by

no meang intended to supersede the advies of a physiclane It

is simply a household friend, which the inexperienced may con-

sult on common occcasions, or sudden emergencies, when msdical

advice is either ummeoessary, or cannot be obteinedeese For

meny reasons, the preparation of this work has been an arduocus

and disagreecatle task.
With unusual frankness lirse Child confesses,

I should take undus coredit to myself if I professed that the

usefulnegs of such a book was my strongest motives If any

other thaen very practical works would sell extensively,

fear I should still be lingering in more poetic regionse

The volume is dlvided into three partss The first is devoted to Hints
for the Preservation of Health, the second to Food and Prink for Invalids,
while the third is conocernsd with Childrene The soientific accuraey of
this boock, even in 1837, seems doubtfule Perhaps the rather amazing state=-
ment that, "A ehild econstaatly nursed from one breast is apt to grow
crocksi, and acquire the ha®it of squinting, from having the syes cone-

stantly directed to one point,“z

may in some measure explain why *“his book,
althouzh reviged by a member of the Massachusetts Medicel Society, was
not 2 suUCCHESSe

During these busy yeers while shse spent so mueh time in tha field of
practical writings, 'irse Child was a most devoted wifee The extent of her
deep devotion to her husband ean best be told in her own words contained

in a letter to her "Dearest Husband," written on August 8, 1830 while she

was taking m holiday at Phillips Beach, Massachusetts:

llydia Child, The Femily Nurse, Preface

21bide, pe 35
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Hare I an in & snug little old~fashioned parlor, at a round
table, in a rocking chair, writing to you, and the greatest
confort I have is ths pen=knife you sharpened for me just be-
fore I came awaye Ag you tell me sometimes, it makes ny
haart leap tc see anything you have toublede The house lere
is resl old-fashioned, neat, confortabie, rursl, and guiet.
There is a homespun striped carpet upon the floor, two
profiles over the mantelpiece, one of them = solider placed
in & freme rathsr oneesided, with a white shirt ruffle, a white
plume, end a white epaulette; s vase of flowers done in water
colors, looking sickly and straggling about as if they wers
only neighbors=in-law, and Ophslia with a quantity of ‘'carroty?
hair, which is thrown over three or four rheumatic treses, and
one foot ankle deep in wabter, as if she were going to see
whieh she liked best, henging or drowningeso. The old lady is
just like your grood mothsy Jjust suoch hones shoulders, just
such motions, a face very much like hers, and precisely the
same kind of motherly wayse I am sure you would be struck with
the resemblancee I like the whole family extremelye They
are among the best specimens of lew England farmers, as
simple and as kind as little childrenees In the stillness

of the evening we can hear the sea dashing on the beach,
'rolling its eternal bass' emid the harmony of naturee I
wert down to a little cove between two lines of rooks this
norning, and having taken off my stockings, I let the saucy
waves come deshing and sparkling into my laps I was a littls
sed, because it made wme think of the beautiful time we had,
wher we washed our feet together in the mountain wetsrfall.
How I do wish you were heree It is nonsensc for me to -0 &
"rleasuring' without youe I doss me no good, and every
pleasant sight mekes my heart yearn for you to be with mee

1 @n very homesick for you; and my private opinion is, that

I shail not be able to gtand it a whole weeke Ags for the
pla2e itself, it is exactly what I wanted to finde Oh,

how I do wish we had a snug little cottagze herse, ani just in-
coms snough to meset very moderate wantse I have walked aloub
e mile to~day, and got well muddied by plunging into @
meadow after that brightest of all bright blossoms, the car=-
dinal lowere. Iy dear husband, I cannot ghtay eway a wecks

Suely was the deep affection of thls couplee This love was to conw-

tivus Sor a lifetims end bring the ;reatest happiness into their livese

11.9% ars, pe 10
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Thers is, however, in this letic¢r e hiz. of the reason her friends
objected to this marrisgee The "snug cottage” for which she lomged
wes to be a rather uncomfortable home in Wayland which came to har
from her fathere Undeniable as were the intelleoctual powers of David
Child, from the first he lacksd the ability to be a "good provider"
a characteristic well respected in New lnglande

t was necessary for Maris Child to continue her writing, which
she did with unceeasing diligence publishing the Yothar's Dock in 1831,
In this volume dediocated "To American Mothers, on whose intelligence

and discrstion the safety and progperity of our Republic so much dapend,"l
Yaria Child utilized her experience as a teacher and editor of the

Juvenils 'iscellanye Stating that she cannct "offer a batter or more

eppropriate introduction to this wcrk,"z the author opens the volume

with ean extrect from Convers Freneis! Discourse on the Errors in Educa=

iiﬂﬁ*s ¥reely admitting the edsge that, "they who have nco children, always
imow how to manage them well,“4 Yaria Child, although childless, Tesls

thet she is gualified to speak becsuse of her "strong love for children,
and halltusl observation of all that coneerus them.“s The principles
subscribed to in this volune are pedagogically sound tedays The illustra-

tions and method are, in the light of present scientific knowladgs, perheps

lnyiia Me Child, The Mother's Book, Dedication

2Ivid., vii

3Convers Fran~ia, Errors ir Zd.cation, 1828

4Lydia Me Child, The Mother's Book, pe 170

5Iride, pe 170
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less valide From earliest infanocy, the muthor wrote, children should
bs surrounded by affection and teught to observees DBooks have 2 promine-
ent nlace in the education of the younge Her exterience in writing for
chiliren had shown her that, "Ths books chosen for young people should
as far as possiltle combine amusement with instructiony tut it is very

impertent that amusement should nct become a necessary inducemente"

From her own intense interest she wrobte:s

1 think & real love of reacing is the greatest bLlescing educa-
tion ean bestow, perticularly upon a womans It cheors so
many hours of $llpess and seclusiony it gives the mind some-
thing to irterest itself about, instead of the soncerns ol
one's neighbars, and the changes of fashiong it enlarges the
wart, by glving extensive views of the world; it every day
inoreases the point of sympathy with an intelligent hustandj
and it gives a mother materiels for furnishing the winds of
her childrene Yet I beliage a real love of reading is not
cormon enocugh among wWonehe

Contsnmporary books are discusgssd with a great freedon of opinion in

the gizih edition of this volume published in 1344.

The aorality should be in a book, not tacked upon the gnd of
ftses Charlotte Temple ha!l a nice good moral at the end,
I care say was written with the best intention, yet I believe
few works do so much harm to girls of fourtesn or fiftecnee.
The wisast way to coreate o distaste for sickly works of
fiction, is early to form a taste for those which are pure
end heslthye iiighest in this class stand the admirable write
ingas of Frederika Dremere.e The great charm of this populsr
writer is, thal she is deuply religious, without being
theclogioal."”

tary Hewitt's writings are considered inferior to those of Frederike

~ Premer only in that, "there is not such deep spirituality, such close

1ibide, pe 80
2Ibide, pe 80
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nl yygg Edgeworth's bonks are,

comunion with the interior <f the soule
"admirably constructed as stories, end are full of practiocasl good sense,
philosophic disoriminetion, felicitous illustration, and vure morality;

but the sentiment of worship is ebsente"> To Catherine e Sedgwick,
"whose name alome is sufficient guarantee that the book is safe for

young pgoplg.“s is given the highest praise by thse authors Waltar Scott's
works, which Lirge Child had herself read as a youngster, must be ex-
plained tc ohildren as having no aim "of high spirituality” and must be
accepted for what they are, "frash and beautiful paintings of man's oute=
ward life, in times of stirring and romantie inoidente"® A list of

bocks "excellent of their kind“s is includede Although kobingon Crusoe

appears on this list, caution is noted, for this book is considered
“not altogether a safe stirmlus for a bay of a rambling aud adventurous
spirit."®

In other fields of educetion Mrse Child considers arithmetie of
great importence especially among women, for “it is a study that greatly
tends to strengthen the mind and produee eareful habits of thought;®
and finally the practioal suggestion that, "no estate can be settled

without ite™’

linide, pe 96
2Ibide, p. 96
5Ibide, pe 97
41bid., pe 97
®Ibide, pe 102
gléli" pe 108
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Life had taught Mrse Child two undenieble famotse The first was
that it should be en educaticnal objective, "to educate children that
they coulil, in case of neoessity, support themselves respactably."l
A second was that "It is m great misteke to think that education is
finished when young people lezve schoole Education is never finishad."2

Yarriage had taught the author the necessity for practical educa-
tione As a result of the thres previous years she wrote, "A knowledge ~f
Jomestic duties is beyond all price to a womene Everyone ought to know
how to sew, and knit, and mend, and cook, aund superintend a hcuseholde
In every situation of life, high or low, this sort of knowledge is a

great advantage."®

All these educational precepts were accepted by her generation, but
in one respect ¥rse Child proves the extent to which she is far in ad-
vance of her agee Advenoed, in the test sense of the word, she iz with
regard to a subjeoct which has been frankly discussed only within the last
decade = s8X%e

There is one subject, on which I an very anxious to say a
great deal; but on which I ocan say very little. Judging by
my own observation, I believe it to be the greatest evil now
existing in edusations I mean the want of confidence hetween
mothers and daughters on delicate subjeotse Children, from
books, and from their own observation, soon rave their ocurie-
osity excited on such subjeots; this is perfectly natural and
innocent, and if frankly met by a mother, it would never do
harme But on these occasions it is customary either to put
young people off with lies, or still further to excite their
curiosity by mystery and embarrassmente Information being
refused them at the only proper source, they imediately lave

llbide, pe 137
2Ibide, pe 146

SIbide, pDe 146
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recourse to domestics, or immodest school=-companions; and
vary often their young minds are polluted with filthy sneec~
dotes of vice and wvulgaritye This ought mnot to bee Hothers
are the only grogar persons to convey such knowledge to a
child's minde

When but two years a bride and only twentye-sight years of age 'irs.
Child, expressing her views on matrimony, shows clearly that these two
years have taught her muche

There 18 no sutject connected with educetion whioch hes so impor=-

tant a bearing on human havpiness as ths views young people are
taught to entertain with regard to matrimonial connectionse.

The dreams of silly romance, helf vanity, and half passion,

on the one hand, and selfisgh celculetion on the other, lsave tut
orecious little of just thinking and right feeling on the sub=

jectse The greateat and meost prevailing error in educa*ion con-

sizsts in maeking lovers a subject of such engrossing and disproportionate
interest in the minds of youny girlseee But heedless wvanity and silly
romonce, though a prolifie source of unhappy marrisges, sare not so
disastrous in their effscts as wordly ambition, and selfish caloula~-
tione I mnever knew a marrisge sxpressly for money, that did not

end unhappilyeee But where there ig deep well founded love all

things will work right in the ende®

In the Preface the autheor had exnressed her purpose, "to give the
result of my own reading end cbservation in maxims of plain practical
good-ssnse, written with earnestness and simplieity of styla."g She was
willing o have her readers decide the msasure of her successe “nce again
the author provel the rightness of her Jjudgment in the time and manner
of writing for eight American editions were followed by twslve Fuglish

editions4 end finally a German editiouos

11vide, pe 151
2Ibide, pe 161
3Ibide, pe vi
4utitlea On the llanagement and Education of Childrens being 'rse

vhild's Mother's Book, Revised and Adapted to the use of English parents
and teachers, Londoni Je We Parxer, 1845
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The pleasure friends found in reading this volume naturally pleased
the authore To her brother shé wrote heppily quoting a lstter from
"rhe 0ld Quaker,"l in whioch he tol: the author, "I am free to say %o
thee, 1t is a most excellent thing«."® Ths critics agreed with the

friend's opinione The New York Tribune wrote, "For sound moral instruce

tion end practieal pood sense, we Imow of no work of its cless worthy
to be corpared with ito"S

Again drawing on her experience as a writer for and teacher of

children, “rse Child published the two volume Girl's Own Book in 1831.

This bock had a2 considerable successe Although its youthful readers
found much amusemeut in its pagses, instruction was the essential objec-
tivee The duties of parents and children were set forth clearly aud with
directnesses

Essentially this volure is addresse’ to girls. It contains rules
for the drollest of gemes, directione for making ornaments from serap
material, and practiceal edviee on sewing and gardeninge

This book owes any me:sure of importanee it stlll possesses to the
illustrators That peculiar Germen genius, Francis (raeter, illustrated
i% with a series of vignettess Iis became a personal friend of aria
Child, and his work illustrated her later books, as it did thoss of

Catherine Sedgwicks

lAlthough five years her junior, laria Chil: often referred to
John Greenleaf Whittier in this mattere

2Letters, ps 13

SPutlisher's Blurb, Letters from New York, pe 7e This writing
refers to the 8th editlon.
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During the same yesar rse Child published The Coronal, the title

page of which ennounced it to be "a collection of misoellaneous pieces,
written at various timese" lMcat of the tales and verses conteined had
been previously published in megazines and annualss Financial necessity
nay have been & factor in the author's deoision to republish at this time.
The tales included are the usual didactiocally moral cnese The value
of this volume today rests with the inclusion of a few short exemples of
¥aria Child's poetic writinge The poem which attained contemporary fame
wes besed on the painting, by Venderlyn, of Marius seated on the Ruins

of Carthagee The North American Review wrotes

We know not thet Mrse Child mekes pretemsions to postic dis~
tinction, but we freely say that she mirht lay claim to
excsllsnce in this particular, and that with a good degres
of successess There are some lines by lirse Chilé, full as
high and strong poetry as has appeared in ocur oountry, and
far better than half of that which is considered orthodox
and gnapproaohable by meny of the soi=diesant judges of ths
arte

Edgar Allan Poe in the Literatil wrote of Marim Child, "Poetry she
has not of'tten attempted, but I meke no doubt that in this she would ex-
cels It seems, indeed, the lesitimate provinece of her fervid and
fanciful natures"®

The stanzas which had the greatest popular appeal and were most
of‘ten gquoted were the opening ones:

Pillars are fallen at thy feet,
Fanes quiver in the air,

A prostrete city is ¢ seat, «
And thou alone art theree

l7ne North Americen Review, XXXVII, p. 146
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Tha fourth stanze clearly shows "her intense appreciation of
genius in others, as well as exemplifying the foree of her pocetisc
expression."l
And genius hath elsctric power,
Which earth can never tame;

Brizht suns may scorch, and dark clouds lower,
Its flash is still the sanme.

The closing stanga tells of the immortal quality which 48 possessed
by all life:

Yot thers is something will not die,

TWhere life hath onoe been fairs

Some {owerins thoughts still rear on high,
Some Loman lingers therel

Perhups the most famous of Yrse Child's poetical writings is one
whion even today is familiar to almost every school childe The school
reader is rare which does not include,

Over the river and through the wood
To graendfather's house we go;

The horse kunows the way

To carry the sleigh

Throuzh the white and drifted snowe

to the final deli; htfual,

Over the river and through the wood =
How grandmother's ocap I spyl

Hurrsh for the funil

Is the pudding done?

Hurrah for the pumpkin viel

In 1832 ¥rse Child began the eliting of a series of volumes to be
known os the Ladies' Family Library,z'%hich will suit the teste, and

interest the feelings of wcmen."3 The first volume was ori;inally

Yivide, pe 99
ZPublished by Cartsr and Hsndee at Boston

SLydia Child, The Biographies of Madame de Stael and Vademe Roland., pe vii
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advertised as The Blographies of Madame de Stael and adame Guyone

"Upon refleotion, it seemed very lncongrucus to place together two
charscters so oprosite, that, had they lived at the same periocd, they
nover would willingly have remsined long in each other's presences The
gpiritual Ysdame Guyon despised the world as heartily as the intellectual
Y dame de Stael loved it.“l The final arrangement of Volume Oune was

t0 include the biogrerhies of Mademe de Stael and Madame Roland, which
the editor felt "will prove unusually attractive, both on account of
their own preet qualities, and ths very exciting historical svents

with which they are so intimately connected."? In the second volume,
"Mademe Guyon will be associeted with the pious Lady Russell, with

nd Plans were made for further

4

whom she was more nearly ocontemporarye

volumes, includings Anecdotes of the Wives of Distingmulshed Men,

The bmployments and Condition of Women in Various Ages and Hations,s

intended to show the Effects of Christianity on their Character snd

Situation, Memoirs of Lady Fanshawe, of iadame Larochejaquelein, Princess

n6

Lambelle, etce

e .

1Ibiil og Pe» viii
zlbido s Do vii
E1bida, ps ix

4published as Good Wivese Loston, Carter, iendes and Coe, 13833,
Laidies' Family Library, Vole III

SPublished as Brief History of the Ccondition of Women, in Various
Ages anc Nations

Al 1. 1 - - N —r s - ot - - Y 3 3 3

6 The last Lhres volumes were not rulished, due to the failuras of
£.1 A B L Sy S £
the publishing firm of CTarter and
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“"he leading volume of this series inocludses biographies of iladame de
R o .
Stael and adane Rolande <2 1ife of the more celsbrshc’ adame de

Stael is hesed on Notice sur le Caractele et les Tscerits des Vaiame e

Stgel by adane Facker de Sausgsurs and the manuscripts f Lectures on

Frerelh litersture by Professeor Tzorge Ticknor, to whom the editer dsdicated
the wolunmse 2

Althrough highly ceolorsd rortreaits have been psnned of the beauty of
wadame de Stael, aria Child describes this dutiful daughter es having
Tnene of the ugsual pretensions +o be called a handsome woman; but there
wes &n irtelleotual splendor alout her face thet arrestesd and riveted
attapticn.

ademo’gelle Necker shared her father's exile in Switzerland at

those periods when he was out of favm',4 but it was during her gtey

i

n the krilliant cirecles of Poriz *hat her "remarkeble and obvious

pedé

[¢/]

upariority ocould not be cheerfully tolerated by ths narrow-minded and
the s31£ish,"® for while she "might heve been forgiven for being the
richest heiress in the kinpdom; they could not pardon the fageinatimm

of talert, thus eclipsing beeuty and overshadowing rank,"® For, as

Yrse C1i1¢ sagely remarked, "The power of intellect is borne with less

-

1Lydia Chilcd, The Eiogravhlaes of Yadare de Stael and “'ademe Rolend

2Ibid., pe 109
SItide, pe 17

41n 1781 and 1789 ¥e Neclmr was dismissed from his pogt in the caebinet,
but each time he wes reoslleds "In September of 1790 lecker rssizned after
a8 noisy mob had twice demanded his dismissals" E.De BErady, A Short History
of the Frenoh Revolution.

5Ly§}a Child, The Biographies of adame de Stael and Madame Roland, pe 20
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patisnee than the tyranny of wealth; for genius cammot, like monsy, be
learzd st six parcente 1 Thus 'rse Child accounts for the ill-natured
stories to the disparasgement of "adsmeisgells which cireulated for ths
aousement of all Farise

In 1736 a marriage of policy was arrange’l between “‘ademoisslie lacker
and Eriec-iiagnus, Daron de Stacel liolstein, & Swedish nobleman, secrstary to
the embassador from the court of Stockholrie. The marriage was not a suc=-
oesse saria Child who deplored marriasges of convenience wrote, "Thus
the projectors of this mateh mel the ususl fate of thonse, who attenpt
to thwart nature, and take desiiny out of the hands of Providensce: it
not only mads the perties wretoled, but it did not even serve the am-
bitious purposes for which the sserifice is supposed to have been made."g

¥adems de Stamel's literary career is comsidersd in some detail.

Her education prepared her to begin her literary caresr younge The first

of her many writings was Sophia, or Seoret Sentiments published when she

was but twenty-one years of agee Her tragedy of Lady Jane Groy, published

in 1787, had considerable reputatione Of her early writings ¥ariae Child
remarks:

Tc the world they are objects of curiogity, as the first records
in the history of an extraordinery mindeee Her drerss were written
in verse; but she never after attempted poetry, except some
slizht sffort for umusemante INor wigorous and rapid nind was

e lititle impatient under the trammels of French wvarsificatione

iu prosa, she was not compslled to sacrifice crigingdl ity and
fregdom; end in throwing away her fetters she lost ncthing but
raymé, for her soul poured intc prose all its wealth of poatry.3

1.2:..;," ps 21
2;i s s Do B8

Sir4  pe 15
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Yrse Child defends the "Essay on the Passions™ and the celethrated
"Esgay on Literaturs.” The portrayal in the former of too dark and
lurid a picture of humen mind is sxocused by "the peculiar cirocumstances
of the times in which she lived, acting on her ardent feelings and powerful
imaginatien.“l The later by its very scope "led her into difficulties,
and mistokes in thie importent work; it s, howsver, a beautiful whols,
and dessrveily placed her in the first rank among the writers of her age."z
In reviewing Corinna, published in 1802, “edame de Stael is compared with
Rousseau and Byron in that she “wrote from the impulses of her own heart,
end threw sanething ~f herself intc all her fiction."s

Throushout the volume a hipgh moral tone is mainteineds No mention
is amde of Benjamln Constant, the lovsr of tademe de Stael, but the
portrayal is rather of a dutiful daughter who:

If we are cdisposed to blame her esagerness for all kinds of dis-

tinction, we must remember that her awbitious parents educated

her for display, esnd that she was encowed with talents which

nade every effort a vietorys If there is much to forgive, there

ig wore to admire; and few will censure her, if none speak

harshly but those who have had equal temptationse The most

partial cannot denmy thet she had many faults; but they ars so

cor.secrated by unrivalled genlus, by kindness, disinterestsiness,

and candor, that we are willing t~ let ths wveil of oblivion

rest upon them forever, and to remember only that no woman was

ever gifted with a clearer head, or a better hearte?

This wvolume ineludes the 1life of another revolutionist, ladamne

Rolende It is, on the whole, & more interesting bio r:-liy - han that of

l:vi4s, pe 37
2Ivide, DPe 39
SIbide, ve 59

4Ibide, ppe 108-109
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Madame de Stasle Onoe again Mrse Child begins with the early life and
education of her subjsct.

Yueh of Haria Child's own concarn for spiritual guidance, tcgether
with her antagonlism toward the church of Rome, wag revealed in har com=-
ment on “adame Rolend's religious speculations

The influences around Nedame Roland served to inerease ths

darkness brought upon her by worship of her own intellecte

She became a Deist; and somebimes shered the Atheist's in-

ocredulityese The fables and absurd ceremonies, with which

ths church of Rome had bscome loaded in the course of cen-

turies, no doubt had their share in disturbing the sarly

feith of iadame Rolendel
Having disousssd this religiocus crisis, the author dismisses this "painful
and unprofitable“a subject with the plous hope that Madame Roland's ir-
religion "was more in her heail than her hesrte"®

Maria Child approved Mada— e Roland's contradiction of the very common
tut errornsous idea that when gha left school sducation wes completsde
Throughout her 1ife, "she continued to read and study and nevsr neglected
an oprortunity of learning anything."4 When an apvropriate ace was reached,
many suitors for the hand of !'ademoigelle Philipon appeares. Her father,
who "thoucht more of monev that any other consideration"® was anxicouy

that "ais daughter should marry a thrivin: wan of tusinesss"’ Mademoiselle

Philinon, however, refused all n»rorosals until in 1779, at the ags of

1__3:_}_11. s Ds 14)
2Ivie., p. 182
®Iide, pe 141
‘Ibide, pe 141
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twenty-five, she married Jean-iarie Roland de la Flatiers, an improverished
youngest son of an opulent familye A daughter, Tudora, was born to them
and becans the cenier of her mother's lifes The education of a child and
household oares were not sufficient to absorb the energies of ‘adams
Rolande Uf hers=1f, Hadame Koland wrote:

Housshold ocares I never nesglected; but I cannot comprehend how
a woman of method and sctivity can have her attention engrossed
by themese People who know how to employ themselves, always find
lgisurs moments, whila thcse who do nothing are forever in a
hurryeee i think a wife should supsrintend everything hersslf,
without saying a word about Iit; and with such command of temper,
and management of time, es will leave her the neans of pleasing
by her good-humor, intelligsnce, and the grace natural to her
58Xe

Thie wes indeed the philosophy by whioch trse. Child was atle t- care for her
h-usehold and cerry on her exten sive writingse

Such is the bilogrephy of Vadame Rolande 7Told with understanding end
deep eyupethy, it reveals much of woman and her place, as held by “rse
Childe In summary she writes of Madame Roland:

I respect snd admire almost zvery point in ¥adame Rolend's
charactere I love her for preferring the beeuties of nature,
ernd the guliet happriness of domestic life, to ell ths slitter~
ing excitements of society; I revere the strictness of her
noral prineiples, the purity of her intertions and the perfact
rectitude of her conduct; I admire the wvigorous activity of
her mind, her unyleldinz fortitude, and her uniform regerd
for truthe I wammly sympathize with her enthusiams for
litsyty, her hatred of oppression, snd her contempt for the
insolencs of ranke?

The face.- of the ocharacter of ¥ademe Roland which meet with dlsapprovel

are expresssd with equal candor:s

lipic., pe 251
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But I confess I am sometimes stertled by the fierceness snd

boliness of her expressionse I would have had her more con-

passionate toward that class of people, whose haughty son-

descension so well deserved her cool contempt. After all,

iron~hearted consistency is s qual ity difficult to admive

in womane

In this oriticism is embodied the philosophy of Yarle Child, who was
first a women devoted to humble housshold cares and only secondly & publie
figures Conteuiporary accounts stress the fact that no help was euployed
in the Child's home from the {first small quarters in Eostome to her final
revirenent at Wayl&nd.g Both these dwellings wsre unprefentious, snd
the zanner of living plaine UWhils Mree Child was considered an sxpert
in the art of cookery and was slways wslert to sn opporbunity to ssve
monay, it is elear thet as little time as possivle was used in thess
mundare affairs, porhaps as 1ibtle as Facame Roland's two hours dallye
The remaining hours of the day were used in writing and in pood workse
Evenings were spent in reading whait she had written to hLer hustand,
and¢ subnmittling it te his criticism end susgestione This quiel duxestie
hapriness surrounded by the beauty of nature waes the first deszire of
¥Mrse Child, end primarily becuuse of this Madame Roland was tc her a
more synpathetic character for study then the more soclally ambitious
Mgdame de Staels

The second volume of the Ladies' Family library, was published in

1832, and entitled Ths Biographiss of lacy Russell and Uadanme Guxen.4

171334, pe 256

25e: Harper's degazine, LI, pe 720
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4Lydia Child, The Biographies of Lady Russell and Madame Guyon,
Edinburght T Clark, 1836 ¥The Student's Cabinet Library of Useful
Tracts,” III, noe. 4
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This volums seems on the whole more successful than the first one, The

Bicgrechies of Madame de Stael and Madame Roland, perhaps due tc the faoct

that the first subject is more sympathetie to the author's intersstse.
Lady Rachel Russell is the English counterpart of iiadame Eoland iu thet
sach was to have her husband tried by the highest tribunal of the land
for conspiracy sgainst the governmente Lady Russell, however, never
knew ths horror of prison and exscution as did ladame Rolande DBach put
forth her grestest effort to clear the neme of her husbende Zady Russell,
during ths forty years by which she survived her hushtand, wes fortunate
to have his name completely viniicatede In closing, Ylaris Child rewarks
on the years of widowhood which Lady Russell passed in retirenent, "e
weary 7ilorimage for one whose heart was ever with hime DBlessed he God,
we believe in e heavenly home, whare her pure and culet sgpirit has :»one
to enjoy an eternal uni one™t

The biography of adame Guyon is an unusual one, desling with the
1ife story of a dsvout Roman Vatholie reared in the gtrict discinliine of
that chiurche She was, fifty vears lateyr, to be imprisioned in the Bastille
on the grounds of heresy, s an apologist for the doctrines of the Quietistse
This sect of nystics, which appeared in ssvenbteenth century Fraucs, be-
lieved in the annihilation of the sonses contrary to the Neman Calholie
belief in the rational powers of mane ne deadsning of the sonses, which
is the essence of the philcsophy of the Quietists, is the antithesis of

man'e moral cbligetion to develop his potentielities. Warie Child btases

11tide, pe 137
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her blograrhy on the autobiogranhical Life and Relipious

jar)

xpe riecce of

]
Hadane Guyon and La Vis de Me de Fonelon, Archevegque Duc de Canmbral.

O tne material plane, the story of the unhappiness of Fadlam:e Guyon's
. > 3 " sy T -’ -«
marringe and her assoclaebicn with 'ether LaCoibe and the Abve Felelon, are
501d in hier owe words as 1s her spiritual life with its visions and
scstasies, 1its aonsgatlious and penancese
“he hyans and spiritual posms of Jadere Guyon are preised as "full
. s . . . 1 -
of devotional fervor, and the vorsificavion is fres and flowing." ‘hese
have boen translabed by the English poet, Wlliam Cowpere
dith admirable restraint ‘rse Child refrains from eany cowment on
this Liosraphys Only in closing doces she remark:
I have thus endeavored to glve a feithful portreit of one o
the most remerkable of the Mysties. 4 have not deered it
either neceéssary, or useful, to inform the reader what ap-
psared to me beautiful, or what appoared absurde It is
gvident that iMadame Guyon sincersly wished to follow the
Lord in tha path of regeneraticn; thoush she was often losh
in darkness, and still more frequently bewildered in the

dazzling light of ner owm enthusisgre 1 leave wy readars
to judge of her according to their own opinionse
.

If rumor sver sullied the marriage of Lydie ilarie and David Child,

the dsdication of lLarried Wiomen: BRiographies of Cood Wives should oncs

and forever silencs ites By writiny o dedication to hser husband, dsseribe
ing him as “Yons who, through every vicissitude has found in his kindness
and worth her purest happiness, and most constant incentive to duty,”
Nree Child, after nearly fifty years of marriége. axpressed her pesrfect

comtentment and happiness in her rarried stete.

livide, pe 263
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Originally to have been entitled The Wiv's.Ef Distinguished “en,

the title wes changed since "Great men have had bad wives; and it seemed
undesirable to perpstuaste the memory of suche" !

With the frankness with vhich gshe always faced oriticism shs writes
in her Prefacej

I have bsen told that I did not morslize enough, or explain

my own opinions with sufficient fullnesse To this I can

only enswer, that 1 an describing the minds of othsrs, nct

my owne It seems to me that the beauty of blography consists

in simplicity, clearness and brevitye I wish to give faithe

ful portraits of individuals_and leave my ruccurs in freedom

to snalyze their expressione

The zood wives selected for blographical treatment range in histor-

ical times from encient (reece and Rome to Dritish matrons who accompanied
their husbands to the Americen coloniese Of American wives in the Fepublie
thers are no examples, because while there are meny "who have discharged
the dJuties of this important relation in a manner worthy of the highest

3 yet, "that strong fear of ridicule, which is the inevitaltle re-

praise”
sult of republician institutlons, has made us rather shy of publiely ex-
pressing our attachments in glowing termsji in our distrust of French
exagieration, we aporoach the opposite cxtrcme.“4
iarie Child was frankly a romeantic sentimentalist when discussing the
married statee ©She antiocipated that such & charge would be brought sgainst

here In answer she wrotej

1Lydia Child, Warried Woment Biographies.gg Good Wives, ne 3

zﬂbid., Pe 9
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It is true that I have something of what the world calls by

thisname, (romantic sentimentalist) and I shall probably re-

tain it as long as I livee I am more afreid of believing too

little, than of believin: toc much, end have no inclination to

sacrifioce happiness to philosophye In a word, I like super-

stition better than secptieism, and romence better then pclicy.l
Such a clhiarge could not be avoided on the part of an author who could writes

Domestic love is the only rose we have left of paradisee Alasl

that wordly prudence should scornfully cast it away, keeping omnly

the thornm, asza memeuto that the lovely blossom can exist in a

sinful worlde

A wife enduring poverty end the loss of her child is not without cone
solation, for "it is not the power of fate to meke a trus~hearted woman
miserable, while she is blesse.! with the love end confidenoe of a kind

husbande" 3

Prudence was never a virtue she admirede When adviged to be prudent
by her brother during the intense exoitement in New York in 1834, she
scorned to do soe In praise of ¥artin Luther for his bold and zealous
ects against “the insupportarle tyranny and gross corruptions of the Chureh

e,"4 she expresseés her conviction that "the timid end the osutious

of Ror
fall into the ranks when the danger is over, and often share the triumphj;
but what the world ealls the 'prudent man' would never answer for a

plonesr in the cause of civil or religious 1iber'hy."5
Faithfulness, even to remasining with her hysband until his death by

public sxscution on the fifteenth century torturs wheel, as Jid Gsrtrude

11bide, pe 12
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Vanderwart,l is sxpsoted of this exemplary group of womene Suicide,
rathsr than an enforced unfaithfulness, is not harshly judged 'y the
author in the case of Panthen, wife of Abradtas, for, "she lived bsfore
the light of the gospel had dawned upon the world; and in those stern
times, self-saorifice, under such circumstances, was deemed a sublime
virtus¢“2

Seline, countess of Huntingdon, receives due praise for her "tranquil,
mesk dignity."s Among her meny virtues wes a complete disregard of the
world of fashione Such a resction to fashion dictates was shared by the
authore The countess! generosity in bsstowing "more than one hundrad
thousand pounds in acts of publie end private boncvolencm"4 is ancther
fecet of character which, within her more slender meens, i‘aria Child
amulatede

Couples sc devoted as to possess a "strange sympathy of nature"” which
cousss the one to die at the hour of the other's death are, ss were Lord
and Lady Biron, ancestors of the poet, most fortunate since they are saved
fro- a 1lifs, "whose bitterest portion is a widowed heart "°

The simples rural life so dear to lieria Child was wished for by many
women whose husbands' 1life work tock them into en estentatious way of
lifes While Lord and Lady Fanshawe were living in magnificence et the court

of Spain, "they often sighed for a country residencs in England.“6

1ibide, ppe 164-169
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This volume was published in 15833 by Carter and Hendee as the third
volume of the Ladies'! Family Librarye It met with considszratls sucocess,
having gone through six editions by 1865 end continuing to bs revised
efter 1871e It is & ourious volums, containing the biogrephies of some
forty women; the individual blogrephies varying in length froum a few words
to a lengthy discussione Thesse bilographiss embody those characteristios of
a happy marriage which Mrse Child felt were necessary for the continuance
of that happy statee Throughout the volume the virtue of cbedience is
praised most highlye While sha firmly believed in the squality of women,
Yaria Child was not en advocste of women's rights as suche Although
che was the financial support of her partioular family, shs always acted
only afber consulting with her husband, whom she alweys considered the
leadsr cof the destinies of ths familye Frankly and avowedly the suthor
believed that to have a kind and understending husband was the greatest
gift that heeven afforded a martal womane She further felt that she
personally had been so blessed by divine providence end did not, as is
shown in the prefaece to this volume, hesita ® to show to gll the world
the existence of this deep and lasting affectione

That such a book had practical value as giving splendid examples
whieh night be followed by contemporary readers was suggested by the

Southern latriote “We commend," its oritic wrote, "this pleasin: collec=-

tion to all those women who ars embitious, like its subjects, to becore
good wivese®
The fourth and fifth volumes of the Ladies' Femily Library were made

up of “rase Child's two-volume Brief History of the Condition of Women, in

Fublisher's Blurb, Letters from New York, ne 7
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Variocus Ares and Mationse Ths first volume dealt with the wcmen of Asia

and Africes The second volums was concerned with the wamen of Turope,
Americe and the South Sea Islands.
These books were regardsd by the lesders of the Women's Rights move=

1
ment g8 a major step in the advancement of that organization” &lthough at

no time was Mrse Child affilisted with it

Both volumes ere mere asscomblages of facte They begin and end
abtruptly snd show no evidence of any attempt at correlation or develop=
ment of an underlying philosophys The only possible use they possesgsed
was as & storehouse of facets concerning the past and pressnut condition of
women, but since no index seems toc have been considered, the volumes are
indsed cumbersome to uses.

Contemporary accleim, however, met the publication, as it did all of
the author's literary worke Five editions followed repidlye Ths last
editicn carried the half title; Franois and Company's Cabinet Library of
Choeice Prcose and Poetrye.

One of the most strikl.; characteristios of lrse Chili's writivgs
was the ease with which she turned from flectional portrayels to the mcre
practical aspects of literaturse Finanecial necessity eonpelled her to
concsntrate on this less congenial type of writinge While intsrested in
the ideal, she was forced to concern herself with the actusle Thess prac-
tical volumes were of velue for their genuine desire to be helpnfule The
editing of five volumes of ths Ladies' I'amily Library for Carter, Hendee

and Company gave rse Child an opportunity to set forth her consideraed

IVictcry, How Women Won It, p. 159
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opinion that the happiest women were those who were willing to be subject to
the authority of their husbandse HNo active advocats of women's rights,

Mrse Child was angered only when women were deprived of what she felt was
their rightful privilegess Married without the epproval of her femily,
an unusual occurrence in the sarly nineteenth century, laria Child showed
that independence of spirit which was to lead her to espouse the most un-
popular of all the causes which interested the ocivic-minded citizens of

this most humaniterian centurye



CHAPTFR 1V
YEARS OF SERVICE

le Abolitionist Writings

In hie remarks on the occasion of the funeral of Mrse Child, Wendell
Phillips, speaking as a friend of many years, said, "We shall better
understand her life if we rementer it was governed by the divine rule,
'Bear ye one smother's burdens.' This, in faet, explains her courage, her
economy, her painstaking industry, her interest and activity in reforme,
and the scrupulous fidelity with whiech she cultivated every pcwer.”l

Although ectively interested in rsform throughout her life, ths
first burden Yaria Child chose tc brzar was that of the slave. Slavery
was, in the 1830's, the most controversial subject of the descedes Only
after mature conslderatlion did she ally herself with the Anti-Slavery
r.ovenente Even after her marriasge she oconfessec that she had previously
felt a strong prejudice againet this group, "tut a candid examination”
convinced her that she "hed mads a common mistake of taking things for
granteds”

As she had followsd her husbend's interest in the Spanish piratbes,
80 8he may have been convinesd by him of her "mistakes" David Child had
long beeun interested in the causaes This interest was clearly showa by a

series o latters on this subject to Idward S. Abby, an Inglish ptilanthropist-z

1Letters, ve 283

zuictionary(2£ American Fiography, IV, pe 65
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whatever the cause of her elignment with this urpopular group, once cone
vineed that she was following the summons of consciences, irs. Child
perserved with no thought of social or economic eonsequencses.

In 1833, with her popularity assured, her bock seles aprroaching best
geller proportions, laria Child threw 211 to the winds for "aa unpopular
tvy mogt righteous ce.sa,“l by publishing a modest wolume entitled An Agggal

in Fevor of that Cless of Amerleesns oslled Afriesnce’ In taking up the

burden of the enslaved rase she was “"fully aware of the unpopularity aof
the task" but though she "expected ridiocule and censure,” she had no
fear of the results of such a publication, for "should it be the meaens
of advancing, even on2 single hour, the inevitable progress of truth and
justice,” she "would not exchange the consciousness for all Dothehild's
wealth or Sir Walter's famee">

At a most dangerous moment in the rising tide of anti-slavery fecling,
with calmness and consoisnticusness which were tc ocharacterige all her
abolitioulst writings, she ecandalized Boston with her Appesle The times,
rather than the aotual volume, must explein the storm of indignation whish
followede The use of the word Appesal in the title mey have brought to
the minds of many the essay of David Walker, prublished in Ecston in 1829,

entitled Walker's Appeal in Four Articles, together with a freamtle o the

lLydie. Child, An Appeal in Favor of thet Class of Zmericons called
Africans, Freface

21bide, Title

3Ibgd. » ireface
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Colorsd Citizens of the World but in Partioular and very expressly to

those of the United States of Amsricas This mos! vigorous denunciation

of slavery in ocalling to the Negro to rise up and throw off his yoke in=~
stillec fear into many = plant: v who remembered the horrors of Sen 'omingoe
The feeling in Foston ran high asgainst the abolitionistse
One might have gixteen Poston gquartsrings and a gellery of
Copleys and Stuarts, but, if one uttered a phrase with 'Colour?
in it, one's cousins woul’ cut one dead in Eeacon Streete One
appeared in the press as an 'aristoorat,' hut also as a 'hyena!
aud & ?sguashe’l
The Appeal brought Maria Child "a storm of indignation from an ine
conssd publice Justise, oharity and selfwgontrol weres slmoslt lald aside.
She received harshk eriticeism and ceusure from her litsrary associzbes,
the maledictions of foss, and o threatensd withdrawal of patronage by a
o
large portion of those who had previously delighted in her bookse"”
Harriet “‘artineau describes laria Child as "a lady of whom society was
axceelingly proud before she published hor Appeal, aud to whom society
I3 3 Ead .. » -
has bsen extremsly contemptuous ever siunoes’  The practical application

Fsl

of this reaction Yo Herie Child's new venture is summed up Ly Harriet

Marticesu, “ier works were beusht with avidity before, but £sll into

sudden oblivion as soon &s shc g’ done a greeber desd then writing any

wd

of theue Wendall Phillips, in his remarks at the funeral of "zria Child

stated that:

lBrooks, ope Cite, pe 391

2a1fred ludson, "The Home of Lydia Maria Child," New England ragazine,
I1, p. 403

Stiarriet Mertineau, The Yartyr Ags in America, ps 216

%11ide, pe 204































































































































































































































































































































































