
Appendix A: Participant Consent Form

Dear School Counselor,
Greetings! I am inviting you to participate in this research project because you are a practicing school counselor.  The purpose of this research project is to investigate school counselors’ beliefs about social issues.  The procedures of this study require that you take about 25 minutes to respond to a set of items that will ask you questions about your beliefs pertaining to social issues. For example, you will be asked to what degree you agree or disagree with statements such as “Racial problems in the U.S. are rare, isolated situations” and “Engaging in social justice activities will likely allow me to make a difference in peoples’ lives.”
 I will do my best to keep your responses confidential and anonymous. This online survey does not contain information that may personally identify you or your school. To protect your confidentiality, your name and your school's name are not required on the survey. A code will be used to identify your survey but there will be no names attached to the codes. The codes will be used for tracking data only. Also, I will not track or collect your IP or email address when you respond.
There are no known risks associated with participating in this research. Your participation in this research is completely voluntary. You may choose not to take part at all. If you choose not to participate, simply click "no." If you decide to begin the survey but stop participating at any time, you will not be penalized. If you would like to participate, please click "yes" below.
This is your informed consent to be a study participant. If you have your questions about your rights as a research subject or wish to report a research related injury, please contact: Instructional Review Board Office, University of Maryland, College Park, MD, 20740; email: irb@umd.edu; telephone: 301.405.0678.
This research has been reviewed according to the University of Maryland, College Park IRB procedures for research involving human subjects.
I appreciate your time and thank you !
Ileana A. Gonzalez
Doctoral Candidate
Department of Counseling and Personnel Services
University of Maryland, College Park
