
Application Essay

When I first started HIST 408F: Social and Political Movements in the 1960s and 1970s

in the Spring of 2022, I did not have any idea what my research topic was going to be about. I

knew I had an interest in the Social and Political movements in the 60s and 70s after I took a

class on American History after World War II. I believed that all the movements that took place

during this time period were essential in shaping the United States today. For the couple first

weeks of class, Professor Katarina Keane passed out a list of research topics we could choose as

a topic for our final paper. None of the topics really stood out to me, except for the ones

pertaining to the Prisoners Right Movement. I did not have a lot of background knowledge on

the movement itself, so I did some research. Professor Keane gave me some articles and

databases to look at to build up my knowledge on the movement. And as I am conducting this

research, I realized that many scholars wrote books and papers on men’s contributions to the

Prisoner Rights movement. Many of  the major scholars in the Prisoner’s Right Movement have

researched the Prison Riot in Attica or other men’s correctional facilities. I found very little

information/resources on women’s contributions to the Prisoner Rights movement. So, I asked

Professor Keane if I could explore this topic, and with much enthusiasm, she gave me her

approval.

I first started off my research figuring out why incarcerated women were treated worse

than incarcerated men. I would look into books about feminist history that were available at

McKeldin Library. I was helped by multiple librarians in picking up and requesting books that

were not found at McKeldin. I also sought some guidance from archivists at the Hornbake

Library. After reading some of the sources, I learned that incarcerated women were deemed

social deviants who went against traditional gender norms. Which explained the innate disregard



for incarcerated women. The next step in my research was to find events that were led by

incarcerated women in the fight for Prisoner’s Rights. I would use Mckeldin’s Newspaper

database to find any articles on incarcerated women rioting or protesting. When looking for

articles, I found it extremely hard to find anything on big-named newspaper companies.

Therefore, I turned to Professor Keane. I used the sources Professor Keane has already given to

me, as well as looking into the JSTOR database in American Prison Newspapers. This database

was extremely resourceful as it provided thousands of American Prison Newspapers, I found

myself lost looking through these for hours. These Newspapers were produced by prisoners who

wanted to share their stories and art.

From here I realized that some of the newspapers produced by incarcerated women

showed that many of these women were fighting for rights only concerning incarcerated women,

not men. Issues like health care and maternity were a common topic these women were fighting

for. While these fights are still very much important, I wanted to focus more on incarcerated

women fighting for all prisoners' rights, not just issues affecting women. I believed it would be

much more beneficial to showcase incarcerated women fighting the same fight as incarcerated

men. However, this greatly limited the resources available to me. When I was struggling to find

examples of incarcerated women protesting, Professor Keane would help provide all the

resources she had on incarcerated women fighting for basic human rights. She would lend books

from her personal collection as well as looking for online resources to help in getting what I

needed for my research. Overall, Professor Keane was one of the biggest supporters in research.

After collecting all my sources, I would first check the year in which it was published. As

the class title is labeled “Social and Political Movements in the 1960s and 1970s,” it is crucial to

find sources during this time period. Reviewing primary sources helps give the reader a real look



into the past and how society reacted to these events. Hence, I found myself looking through

many newspaper articles from different states, cities, and prisons. I tried to analyze the different

perspectives of these events in order to get a better understanding of the full picture. In addition,

I would keep in mind to recognize biases, as it affects my research. It is important to account for

such biases as it explains the behaviors of the people involved in the events.

This entire research process was the highlight of my semester. I found a true passion for

historical research. Being a woman of color and a member of the LGBTQ+ community, I don’t

get to see a lot of figures sharing my background being recognized for much in history. This

research opened my eyes to a side of history I wish to learn more about.

This research process helped me in my professional career, as I am currently a

student-teacher apprentice, who is in charge of educating the future generations. When

presenting students new information about history, I also encourage them to keep asking

questions. I give them base level knowledge of the past, but if they wish to learn more, I

encourage them to conduct their own research. I also remind them to not accept anything at face

value when doing research. I have heard countless myths and misconceptions about history from

students, as they get their information from Twitter or Tiktok. I have conducted multiple

exercises in which I challenge my students to question the reliability of sources and to find their

own sources.

If I could change anything to my research process it would be to stay focused. Looking

through the American Prison Newspaper was really interesting for me and I found myself lost in

the database. Lastly, one way the library could help in becoming a better place for researchers

studying the Prisoner Rights movement is to have more sources on the history of Maryland

prisons.


